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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 21, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: BARRY ROTHEN

The attached correspondence to Harold Sawyer concerns a suit
brought to compel HEW to withhold funds from a number of
'""Northern and Western'' school districts on the basis that
these school districts are guilty of discrimination in violation
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The writer
apparently represents the Cleveland school board and he has
requested Sawyer to arrange an appointment with you to
discuss the case and to make sure the government vigorously
responds to the suit. There is no transmittal letter or other
indication of how this correspondence was sent to you.

Although HEW has recently been unsuccessful in a similar

case here in the District Court, Adams, et. al. v. Weinberger,
et al., Justice is vigorously appealing that decision. I see

no reason for this office to interject itself into this controversy
particularly when no direct request has been made for a
meeting with you. If a meeting is later requested, I believe

it should be with Justice and/or HEW, and not yourself. In
terms of Presidential policy in this area, Jim Cannon and

Dick Parsons do have a proper jurisdictional interest.
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July 18, 1975

Harold S. Sawyer, Esq.
Warner, Norcross & Judd

900 0l1d Kent Building

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502

Dear Harold:

I am sorry that John Lloyd of Cincinnati and I did not
get a chance at the Sixth Circuit Judicial Conference to discuss
with you the serious nature of the new law suit that has been
filed by Joseph L. Rauh, Jr. in Washington against the HEW.

This law suit seeks an injunction ordering HEW to
withhold funds to hundreds of what it calls "Northern and Western"
school districts for the reason that these districts have not
desegregated their schools. It also seeks mandatory orders
requiring HEW to make certain allegedly required investigations.

There has been much publicity about this case and it
has been announced as an effort to by pass desegregation cases in the
North and West by one massive effort against HEW.

_ John Lloyd, of the: Cincinnati law firm of Frost & Jacobs,
represents the Cincinnati Board of Education in a case now pending
in the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in which he sought an injunc-
tion to restrain HEW from cutting off its funds to Cincinnati.

of the same issues are involved and John is intimately familiar
with the whole problem.

If the plaintiffs' law suit succeeds, it will materially
and substantially effect every Northern and Western school district
which receives HEW funds and will have a possibly overwhelming
effect upon all pending Northern and Western desegregation cases.

Both Mr. Lloyd and I are concerned that the case be
adequately and properly defended by the Department of Justice
lawyers who represent HEW. We feel the case is probably one of
presidential concern and would appreciate your efforts to arrange
a meeting with Philip Buchen, the President's Counsel or wifh :
President himself. o
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Harold S. Sawyer Esq - . -2~
July 18, 1975 ‘

- The case was originally assigned to Judge Waddy of
the District Court, but has now been re-assigned to Judge Sirica.
It is entitled Brown et al. v. Weinberger, et al and bears
docket No. 75 1068. I enclose herewith a copy of the complaint.

- John Lloyd and I will be very willing to come to Grand
'Raplds to discuss this with you in full detail at your earliest
convenience.

Again, T am sorry to impose upon you in this matter,
but I know no one who is more knowledgeable in the United States
on the implications of this case and who, in addition, is
singularly respected by Mr. Ford and Phil Buchen.

Best persona1 regafds,

T o T Slncerely,

R o Qs Co

\.-Z

Charles F. Clarke/el

Enclosure:w'Cbmplaint'

cc: John Lloyd, Jr., Esq.
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