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THE WHITE HOUSE % .

WASHINGTON

February 6, 1975

Mr. Malcolm B. Petrikin
Attorney and Counselor at Law
107 W. 3rd Street '
Media, Pennsvlvania 19063

Dear Mr. Petrikin: X

The President has asked me to reply to your very thoughtful
letter of January 27, 1975. He very much appreciates your
concern for the future of the Republican Party and for your
helpful suggestions as to the approach which should be
taken in order to be of greatest service to the well being:
of our country. '

I am passing your letter on to Mr. Robert Hartmann, Counselor
to the President, so that he may also have the benefit of
your worthwhile ideas.

Sincerely,

Ly W TRl

Philip(WN. Buchen
Counse¥ to the President

cc: Mr. Robert Hartmann
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chart the course that must now be pursued and immediately get about
doing it? '

Is it not time to label the Democratic Party for what it truly
is - an exploiter of human weaknesses for votes and power with its "pie-
in-the-sky" and the "government owes everyone security from the cradle
to the grave" philosophy and programs'? If so, then should this not be
accomplished in an adroit and subtle manner?

Has it not, by its complete subservience to Big Labor Bosses
encouraged and protected the racketeering practices of sections of
organized labor, particularly in the building trades, when, by violence
to property and even to persons it hasg coerced non-union contractors,
whose employer did not wish to belong to a union, to compel them to join
and has intimidated political subdivisions, institutions, hospitals and
other owners of large facilities into excluding non-union contractors from
bidding on projects?

Has not such obeisance allowed and sanctioned the gradual,
but steady mediocrity in performance and controlled productivity, inspite
of generous annual wage and fringe increases?

Have not these practices contributed immeasurably to our in-
flation problem? More importantly, have they not weakened the moral
and spiritual fabric of our workers, leading them to engage in giving less
than a full day's productivity for a day's wages?

Like our welfare programs, the dollar cost is inconsequential
in comparison with the human cost, its affect on the moral and spiritual
strength on those involved.

Isn't it about time we accepted the fact that, unless we can
recondition the hearts and motivations of America to want a more courageous
seli-reliant, disciplined and dedicated way-of-life, we cannot hope to ever
again be the Majority Party? Except for another candidate of Eisenhower's
popularity or another Democratic President of Johnson's failures, is it
realistic to expact to elect a Republican President and a majority in the
Senate and House?
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Even if we out-promised the Democrats, the Labor Bosses and
certain minority groups would never buy it. They know what the
Democrats will do for them - they would never trust us to perform. FEven
if they would, who of us will be willing to pay such a price? If America
is destined to go the way of all other wealthy past civilizations, then
I'd damn sight rather the Historians would place the blame on the
Democratic Party rather than the Republican.

There is a story told about a father, who was being annoyed by
his young son asking him questions while he was trying to read the news-
paper, Turning the page, he saw a map of the world, He cut it up into a
jigsaw type of puzzle and asked his son to put the map of the world to-
gether. The father was amazed when his son completed the puzzle in a
few minutes. When asked how he did it, he replied there was a picture
of a boy on the reverse side and when he put the boy together right, the
world turned out allright.

I guess what I am trying to say is, that there is not a single
problem facing America today that could not be solved, or at least helped,
if we could inspire the right motivation and dedication. It is my opinion
that America is ready for someone to "Challenge It To True Greatness".’
Isn't it worth trying and what have we to lose?

Why shouldn’t the Republican Party be committed to establishing
it as having a true concern for human worth, human dignity and individual -
liberty ?

We must declare what we believe in and fight for it, Regardless
of the risks (and there are many), we must discontinue making decisions
and taking positions on the basis of political expediency and for the purpose
of winning elections, Such decisions must be made on what is best for
America. We must commence to say it as-it~is and sponsor those programs
and causes best calculated to "turn America around". Should decisions,
resulting in hardship and sacrifice, have to be made to assure America's
well being in the long haul, then they should be made, having faith that
America, as has always been the case, will measure up.

Even though we may, for a few years, be like a "voice in the
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wilderness", by God, let's at least be that voice!

Let's stop attempting to appeal to minority groups, just because
they are minorities, Let's think of everyone as Americans and what's good for
America is good for all. Let's stop being paternalistic to minority groups.
Let's, instead, pursue a cause of action best calculated to afford an equal
opportunity for and to inspire all, regardless of race, creed or color, to
develop their full potential and be rewarded, with a true sense of achieve-
ment and belonging. This is so essential to personal well being and
happiness.

We have an opportunity now, such as will not be available to
us for another hundred years. The Press, TV, Radio, Cinema, the Pulpit
and all Communications Media can be mobilized to dramatize the indepen-
dence, courage, sacrifice, industriousness, creativity, self discipline
and religious faith of our forefathers two hundred years ago as part of the
Bicentennial Celebration. These programs are bound to make an impression
and cause favorable comparison between the spiritual fortitude and self-

reliance of our ancestors and our present day dependence and permissive-
ness.

May I suggest that we, as a Party, take advantage of this
historical celebration to launch a spiritual (meaning of the spirit) renaissance
in this Country, so that the principles of the Republican Party will be
attractive to the new spirit in America and assure the Party, with the new
concept of responsible leadership, an opportunity to get America well on
the way to frue greatness.

Mr. President, you have the potential to be the One to lead
America in this direction. Your homespun candor and appeal makes you the
ideal person for this job. Everyone finds it easy to relate to you. You -
better than anyone else now on the national scene - can gain the complete
confidence of the Nation should you commence now to act, talk and make
decisions as though you were ineligible for election in 1976. This will
assure that even those who disagree with any particular decision will still
believe in you.

Moreover, I suggest it is a great deal more important that you
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should make full use of these God-Given two years to lead the Nation
to greatness than that you should be elected in 1976, But, in my-

opinion, the surest way to get elected is to reestablish respect and -
faith in ourselves and in our Country. o

Sincerely, .
ﬂméw/ OEAA
Malcolm B. Petrikin

MBP/epr
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Because the leases of both the Club and the
Committee have been assigned to Travelers as
security for the mortgage, if Travelers forecloses
it would be in a position to evict the Republican
National Committee as well as the Club. Thus, it
could be argued that the only way to protect the
tenure of the RNC is to finance the operation of
the Club.

This argument, however, does not work.
Travelers would not want to evict the RNC, because
the zoning for the property permits occupancy only
by the Republican National Committee, and Travelers
would have great difficulty getting a variance.
Instead, Travelers will probably sell the property
to Congress, which has a right of first refusal on
both properties and wants to use at least the Club
building for office space. John Rhodes has said that
if the property is sold to Congress, he can arrange
to have the RNC property leased back to RNC again.

In this transaction, the Club would fold and the
losers would be Marriott Corporation ($270,000) and
certain other creditors of the Club. Associates
would come out with a profit of approximately $300,000,
since the pre-agreed price for the property to Congress
exceeds by that amount the total principal sum of
the mortgage and other obligations of Associates.

(b) If your purpose, on the other hand, is to
save the Club as well as the RNC, things are a good
deal more complicated.

As noted above, any advance to the Club would be
unsecured, and might be lost entirely if it does not
become a viable organization.* This risk could be
reduced by inducing the RNC to pick up a larger portion
of the rent paid by the two entities to Associates,
releasing a larger proportion of the Club's income
for repayment of the loan made by the group you would
assemble. Naturally, however, this is no guarantee
that your investors would get their money back in two
years, or ever,

It should be noted that the officers of Associates who
1 have spoken to seem to believe that the Club would be
viable under new management and that a report on the
Club by Restaurant Associates of New York demonstrates
this.
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The reasons for your entering this transaction anyway
are unclear to me. Apparently, there is a feeling that it
would be a great political jssue for the Democrats if a
Republican organization went into bankruptcy. However, it
would also be a nice jssue, and would cause you personally
many difficulties, when it became known that you had assisted
the RNC and the Capitol Hi11 Club by advancing a substantial
amount of money with no real hope of return.

However, I have tentatively set up a meeting for
Wednesday afternoon with the officers and attorneys for
Associates, and I will, of course, g0 forward with this
transaction unless you indicate otherwise.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 12, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DUDLEY CHAPMAN

FROM: ' PHILIP BUCHEN«L(/' ﬁ‘

Please prepare a reply for my signature to
the attached memo from Dick Cheney raising
questions concerning the Los Angeles Times
story of May 9, 1975, as to the legality of
certain expenditures by the Republican
National Committee. :

Attachment

&,
sy . ! :

”ﬂ
%
[f‘*
o

U
EEaP
LR

A
y
v



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: DICK CHENEY ?

Attached is a piece out of the Los Angeles Times from Friday,
May 9th, raising questions about the legality of the RNC pro-
viding support for polls for the White House, etc.

I would appreciate it if you would review this and let me have
your thoughts on it,

cc: Don Rumsfeld
Jerry Jones

Attachment

























(1) The Capitol Hill Club is not on the brink of
bankruptcy, and, since January, has been in the black,
despite an overall deficit,

(2) Capitol Hill Associates is not an investment
venture but was simply the vehicle chosen to finance the
Eisenhower Center, It pays no dividend.

(3) There is no pecuniary benefit to the President,
Vice President or First Family as a result of these efforts
on behalf of the Club, The Club is separable from Associates,
and, even if the Club were to go bankrupt, the Associates
continue to own the property, subject to the outstanding
mortgage, and any other liens, Obviously, the stockholders
of Associates are not personally liable for any debts of
either the Club or Associates.

(4) The Club is a Republican social club,and, for this
reason, - the President and Vice President obviously would
like to be of assistance to it,

I understand that the eventual goal is for the Club to buy the building
from Associates at its original cost., The stockholders would then be
in a position to recover their original investment, or something
approximating that amount.

It is appropriate to consider whether the President or First Family
should follow the Vice President's example and donate the stock to
charity. However, before recommending this, we should check with
Bob McBain to see who owns any such stock and in what amounts. In

the absence of yourself and Rod, I have mentioned this to Jim Connor
in order that someone will be aware of these inquiries.










































