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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 1, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY

JIM CANNON
FROM: PHIL BUCHEN ) -
SUBJECT: Meeting by the President with

Roy Wilkins and others from
the Leadership Conference
on Civil Rights

At your request, I was able to reach Roy Wilkins by

. telephone on Saturday, May 29, I advised him that the
President could not meet with his group before the Levi
decision was made but that the President did want to
hold the meeting. I told Mr. Wilkins I thought I could
call this week to advise him on approximately when the
meeting could be scheduled.

It occurs to me that we should hold this meeting before
the President announces his legislative initiative on
busing.
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THE WHITE HOUSE DECISION

WASHINGTON

May 25, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: JIM CANNO

SUBJECT: Request by Roy Wilkins for a Meeting
to Discuss School Desegregation

Roy Wilkins has requested that you meet with a delegation
representing the leadership conference on Civil Rights
to discuss the Administration's school desegregation

posture. It is apparent that he wants to discuss the
Boston case.

It is our understanding that the Supreme Court has indicated
to the Justice Department that, if it is going to file a
brief in the Boston case, it must do so by the end of the
week, not later than Friday morning. While your senior
advisers are agreed that you should meet with Wilkins and
his delegation, we are not agreed as to the timing of

such a meeting. There are two options:

1. Meet with Wilkins on Thursday, May 27.

This would be responsive to Wilkins' request

and would afford you an opportunity to explain
to him personally your view on this matter, the
substance of your conversation with the Attorney
General, and your desire to establish a con-
tinuing dialogue on school desegregation matters.

On the other hand, the Attorney General points
out that meeting with this group would require
you to meet with all other groups involved in
the case and "disfigure the Justice Department?®s
decision.” Moreover, he states that such a
meeting would be "outrageous and shocking.® Given
the lateness of the hour, if the Justice Depart-
ment files in the Boston case on Fridayfqgnqéng,
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it could and would be interpreted as a slap

in the face to the Civil Rights group.

Meet with Wilkins after the Justice Department's
decision has been made.

This would preserve the integrity of your
decision to allow the Attorney General to deter-
mine whether it would be appropriate for .the
Administration to intervene in the Boston case.
It would also allow you to broaden the scope

of your discussions with the group to school
desegregation in general, in just the Boston
case. On the other hand, a refusal to meet with
Wilkins before the Boston decision is made will
probably evoke substantial criticism of the
Administration and you personally from the Civil
Rights community. It is possible that this
group might even refuse to meet subsequent to

a decision to enter the Boston case.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Option 1: Marsh
Option 2: Levi, Cannon, Schmults, O'Neill

If you choose Option 2, you may wish to telephone Wilkins
to inform him of your decision to meet after the Attorney
General has made his decision and to discuss the broad
range of issues involved in school desegregation.

DECISION

Option 1: Meet with Wilkins on T rz?ay, May 27.
YES ' NO

Option 2: Meet with Wilkins after the Justice

'
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Department's decision has been made. .

YES NO P
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it could and would be interpreted as a slap
in the face to the Civil Rights group.

2, Meet with Wilkins after the Justice Department's
decision has been made. . :

This would preserve the integrity of your
decision to allow the Attorney General to deter-
mine whether it would be appropriate for .the
Administration to intervene in the Boston case.
It would also allow you to broaden the scope

of your discussions with the group to school
desegregation in general, in just the Boston
case. On the other hand, a refusal to meet with
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probably evoke substantial criticism of the
Administration and you personally from the Civil
Rights community. It is possible that this
group might even refuse to meet subsequent to

a decision to enter the Boston case.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Ogtibn i: Marsh
Option 2: Levi, Cannon, Schmults, O'Neill

If you choose Option 2, you may wish to telephone Wilkins
to inform him of your decision to meet after the Attorney
General has made his decision and to discuss the broad
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DECISION
Option 1: Meet with Wilkins on T r%?ay, May 2 o
Q" /'50\\
YES NO 5 e}
i;:d C“;
Option 2: Meet with Wilkins after the Justics’ &

Department's decision has been made. "

Q YES NO
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. THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 28, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: ELISKA HASEK
FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN / '
SUBJECT: Presidential Message

I strongly urge that a Presidential Message
be sent the Justice '76 Conference of the
American Judicature Society as requested

by Judge Arlin Adams.

Copies of earlier correspondence are attached.

Attachments


















Honorable William Nicholson
Page -2~
April 14, 1976

We can certainly understand the difficulties attend-
ant upon scheduling the President's visit on July 4. When we
first extended the invitation, we of course did not know how
many stops he planned to make on this important day. Now that
we have-that information, what the Society would very much
appreciate is if the President could take five minutes from
the time that he has allotted to his Independence Hall visit,
and make remarks to the Justice '76 group regarding the im-
portance of citizen involvement in changes in our various
branches of government. This, as we understand it, is essen-
tially the philosophy that the President has been advancing
since he has been in the White House. Such an approach also
ties in well with many of the thoughts expressed in the
Declaration of Independence.

. There are two places at which the President could
conveniently make the remarks to the conference. If July 4

is a pleasant day, an ideal spot is an area about 150 yards
from the front of Independence Hall. This area has already
been reserved for the Citizens group, and I would estimate

that it would take the President less than one minute to walk
from Independence Hall to this particular location. There is

a platform already in place. If it is considered preferable
that the President speak in an enclosed area, the new United
States Courthouse on the Mall is about 400 yards from the front
of Independence Hall. It is the place where most of the meet-
ings of the Citizens Group will be conducted during July 4, 5
and 6. I am attaching to this letter a sketch of the Independ-
ence Mall area which indicates the two places to which I have
just referred. '

Remarks by the President to the Citizens group would
be enormously inspiring and should not interfere with his other
arrangements, or in any way detract from the message which he
plans to transmit to the citizens of the country on this most
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Honorable William Nicholson
Page -3-
April 14, 1976

important occasion. Indeed, they might well underline, in
a most meaningful way, the thoughts he wishes to convey.

I should be very pleased to discuss this matter
further with you, and should be prepared to visit with you
in Washington for this purpose if you desire.

Sincerely,

Q\ JL«\Y)\ - Q""““’\

Arlin M. Adams

bec: Hon. Philip W. Buchen
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UNION BANK AND TRUST COMPANY
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

200 OTTAWA N.W.,,
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502

January 22, 1976
EDWARD J. FREY
Chairman

Mr. Philip Buchen

The White House

Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Phil:

The enclosed correspondence speaks for itself,
Anything you can do to have the President accept
this speaking engagement will be appreciated.

Very best pefards,

EJF:1w
enclosures
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JOHN S.CLARK
NATHANIEL W. STROUP
PAUL W. BROWN
BARBARA B.MACKENZIE
THOMAS D. POINTNER

CLARK, STROUP, BROWN, MACKENZIE & POINTNER

ATTORNEYS
FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN 49770 TELEPHONE
AREA CODE 816
3. -
January 21, 1976 4773907

Mr. Edward J. Frey
Chairman of the Board
Union Bank & Trust Company
200 Ottawa N.W.

Grand Rapids, MI.

Dear Ed:

Last August and September you were great in
contacting the President about his coming to Philadelphia
next July 4 and speaking at the "Justice 76" conference of
citizens which American Judicature Society is putting on
that date.

I am now Immediate Past President of American
Judicature Society.

I enclose copy of my last letter to Mr. Nicholson
in the White House. The President and the Chief Justice
have both agreed to serve as Honorary Chairmen and I enclose
for your information a copy of the actual committee which we
have formed and which is in charge of the planning for this
event.

If there is anything further you can do to help us
get the President to accept our invitation, I would be most
gratéful. Hope to see you soon.

Best regards.

John S. Clark

JsSC/bh
Encl.

































