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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 4, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR PHILIP BUCHEN

A ) /
/

FROM: ~ RON NESSEN }_/i

SUBJECT: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST

Attached is a letter from Maxine Cheshire of the WASHINGTON POST,
which was received March 4, 1975, by Larry Speakes of my staff,
who handles inquiries from Mrs. Cheshire.

I would appreciate your advice before replying to this letter.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 4, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR PHILIP BUCHEN
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FROM: RON NESSEN

o

SUBJECT: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST

Attached is a letter from Maxine Cheshire of the WASHINGTON POST,
which was received March 4, 1975, by Larry Speakes of my staff,
who handles inquiries from Mrs. Cheshire.

I would appreciate your advice before replying to this letter.
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Saturday 3/8/75

1:50 Mpr, Buchen asked me to call someone in the Counsel
office and get the citation for the creation of the W, H,
Historical Commission? ? 7

Barry said it was 3 USC Annotated -- in the pocket.

E, O, 11145, which provides for the Curator of the White House,
Committee for the Preservation of the White House.




Meeting
Saturday 3/8/75 3/8/75
3:15 p.m.

2:00 Mr, Buchen had a call from Mrs, Ford concerning
the W, H, Society, Maxine Cheshire letter, and
something about China for the White House.

Mr, Buchen wants to meet with Rex Scouten

(if convenient this afternoon) and asked if he would
bring with him a copy of the Cheshire letter and any
other material dealing with the purchases on order

for the W, H, that relate to the previous administration.



Saturday 3/8/75

1:50 Mr. Buchen asked me to call someone in the Counsel
office and get the citation for the creation of the W, H,
Historical Commission? 7?7

Barry said it was 3 USC Annotated -- in the pocket.

E, O. 11145, which provides for the Curator of the White House,
Comumittee for the Preservation of the White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 17, 1975

Dear Ms, Cheshire:

This is in response to your letter of March 3, 1975, received by this
office on March 4, requesting (1) "a list of donors and amounts con-
tributed to the Committee for the Preservation of the White House

4 since its formation, ' and (2) "a list of expenditures by that Committee,
along with the names and addresses of all persons to whom pavment
was made for any purchase or service, "

You have stated in your letter that your request is being made pursuant
to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U,S.C. 522). As you may know,
there is a substantial legal question as to whether the Act applies to the
White House and/or component units thereof, '

Notwithstanding this question, I am advised that at its recent meeting
on March 11 the Committee approved the issuance of a comprehensive
report of its activities for the period 1969 through 1974. The report
of the Committee will also contain an appendix detailing the income
and expenditures of the Committee for the previous five years. This

report, which is customarily issued following a change of Administration,
should contain all of the information you have requested with the exception

of the addresses of persons to whom payment was made for any purchase
or service,

I am informed that the Committee has no separate list of the addresses
of those to whom payment was made for either purchases or services.
However, thé Committee will be pleased to assist you in obtaining such
information. The report, which has been in preparation for several
months, is expected to be completed on or about April 1, We will make
it available to you at that time.

With respect to existing documents, which are the basis for the
Committee report, additional time is required to process your request.
This is necessary because the Committee files are, in part, files
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maintained by the Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
and the Committee must consult with NPS concerning the possible
release of this data. Therefore, we are extending by 10 working

days the time in which to respond to your request with respect to any
existing records.

Sincerely,

arry Speakes
Assi'stant Press Secretary

Ms. Maxine Cheshire
The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, N, W,
Washington, D,C. 20005

bce: Phil Buchen




ADDENDUM

COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE WHITE HOUSE
1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242

April 8, 1975

The following items were inadvertently left off the Expen'ditu‘re
Report of the Committee for the Preservation of the White House for the
yvear 1972 when the Report of the Committee was issued on April 4, 1975.

Payee Item B Amount
Rudolf Andrle 27 Dining Room chairs restored $4,730
Parke-Bernet Galleries Pr. lamps, side chair & pr. of

chairs 1,750

H. O. McNierney Stalker & - S o
Boos, Inc. Bed _ 'A : - 5,000

The final corrected expenditures for the year 1972 were $1,112, 649
and the total expenditures for the years 1969-74 were $3, 345, 898.

*

NOTE: - o o

Payment for the portrait of Mrs. John F. Kennedy was not listed
under the expenditures of the Committee for the Preservation of the
White House in 1971 because the artist was paid for this portrait
directly by the White House Historical Association. The amount paid -
was $15,000. * _ S - '

The portrait of President John F. Kennedy was paid from the
Acquisition Fund because the White House Historical Association had
deposited funds in the account for this portrait. ”
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242
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‘The following items were inadvertently left off the Expenditure
Report of the Committee for the Preservation of the White House for the
year 1972 when the Report of the Committee was issued on April 4, 1975.

—————TTEET
Pavyee Item B Amount
Rudolf Andrle 27 Dining Room chairs restored $4,730
Parke-Bernet Galleries Pr. lamps, side chair & pr. of

chairs 7,750

H. O. McNierney Stalker &
Boos, Inc. Bed 5,000

The final corrected expenditures for the year 1972 were $1,112, 649
and the total expenditures for the years 1969-74 were $3, 345, 898.

NOTE:

Payment for the portrait of Mrs. John F. Kennedy was not listed
under the expenditures of the Committee for the Preservation of the
White House in 1971 because the artist was paid for this portrait
directly by the White House Historical Association. The amount paid -
was $15, 000.

The portrait of President John F. Kennedy was paid from the
Acquisition Fund because the White House Historical Association had
deposited funds in the account for‘this portrait.




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 9, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR MR.% A 7BUCHEN
Z
%
FROM CL CONGER,/CURATOR
In accordance with your request, I am submitting herewith
a detailed list of on-going projects for the improvement of the
White House rooms which have been considered by the Committee
for the Preservation of the White House and have been in varying
stages of discussion or progress by the Curator and Mrs. Edward

V. Jones, Architectural Consultant and Design member of the
Committee for the past few years.

Unfortunately, we have never had the opportunity to discuss
and explain these various subjects to Mrs. Ford. The problem has
been to bring Mrs. Ford, Mr. Jones (who lives in Albany, Georgia
and contributes his services to the White House and the State
Department) and me together. We have had Mr. Jones here three
or four times, but Mrs. Ford was available only for a limited period
or not at all, as most recently on March 9, 1975 when most of this
was to be shown to her in the various rooms with designs, colors,
fabrics, etc. for her consideration. It is very difficult if not im-
possible to consider changes in the rooms when not actually in the
room.

Mr. Jones and I would like at least to show Mrs. Ford what we
had in mind for great improvements and upgrading in the Queen's
Bedroom. We understand that Mrs. Ford likes the Queen's Bedroom
the way it is but the drapery and upholstery orders were too far
underway to stop when this word was communicated indirectly to me.
The furniture and mantel had all been acquired before President and
Mrs. Ford came to the White House.

We are not at all unhappy that Mrs. Ford likes the Queens
Bedroom the way it is, but the draperies and upholsteries must be
replaced eventually. Once Mrs. Ford has seen our proposals they
may be placed in the room if she approves or may be placed in
White House storage to be used at a future date.




Due to the tremendous number of acquisitions of the highest
quality in American furniture, chandeliers, rugs, and decorative
objects during the period 1970-74, very few purchases in these
fields will be necessary in the foreseeable future. Major work is
necessary in architectural and design details in rooms, draperies,
upholsteries, etc. Major purchases in the future should come in
the field of American paintings where the White House is woefully
short in quantity (not quality) owned.. There are presently a large
number of loans of paintings from 17 major museums and art
galleries some of which go away frequently for exhibition elsewhere
and thus, blank spots are created despite the fact that we have
acquired 60 paintings in the last 5 years.



Diplomatic Reception Room

The mantel and overmantel panel are to be replaced with a period
mantel of about 1800. (the present mantel was made in the White
House in the 1940's). A new overmantel panel will permit the

use of 2 superb American horizontal mantel mirror permanently lent
to the White House by the Metropolitan Museum of Art (the mirror

is in the Curator's Office). The mirror has scenes of early America
around the borders which are related to the ""Scenic America’™
wallpaper in the room. The bronze bust of Jefferson now on the
mantel is inappropriate and a second rate modern copy and would

be removed. The furniture in the room may be slightly rearranged.

China:Room

A new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and the Vermeil
Room. A rearrangement of Presidential porcelain collection is
needed to take care of numerous additions to the collection as well
as corrected attributions.

West Garden Room

This room is being re-designed with an Oriental character of the
late 18th century. On the walls will be a Chinese floral wallpaper
with a yellow background. On the floor will be a new rush carpet.
Furniture in the room will consist of two wooden garden benches
painted an apricot color with upholstered seats, two tables in front
of the benches, small tables at ends of the room, Chinese porcelain
garden seats already acquired and a pair of large Chinese export
planters already acquired which will have trees in them. The wall-
paper has been especially made, having been ordered last summer.
It is hoped that minor architectural changes and corrections can be
made in the glass areas. The room is scheduled to be set up in
July 1975.



STATE BELOOR

Fast Room

New draperies are needed at all six windows as the present

draperies are beginning to disintegrate from age and exposure.
Material as identical as possible to the material now used would

be ordered from an American firm (the original fabric was ordered
from France in the Kennedy administration and is no longer available).
The present cornices would be removed and replaced with wider
valances. Mr. Jones has redesigned appropriate draperies. It

will cost approximately $60, 000 for fabric and the manufacture

of the draperies.

Blue Room

The beautiful Chinese rug in the French manner which was shown

to and approved by the Committee on March 11, 1975 is to be

paid for at a cost of$2,000. Hopefully, Mrs. Hooker, a member

of the Committee, will re-imburse the acquisition fund as she

has paid all other expenses in refurbishing the Blue Room ($250, 000).

State Dining Room

New draperies will be needed in a year or two due to age and ex-
posure of the present draperies. A second and similar rug has
been ordered for this room which gets the greatest usage of

any room in the White House. The present modern rug which is

a great success was delivered in 1973 and cost only $15,000. An
alternate rug is needed when this one is cleaned and repaired. The
alternate rug will cost about the same as the first one which

was a bargain as similar modern rugs would cost about $30, 000.
The present Queen Anne chairs with upholstered seats and backs
need reupholstering frequently as everybody touches them. They
are too early in design for the room. In time, we hope to have

a distinguishéd American Chippendale frame back set of chairs
copied in quantity. The design would be more correct to the
architectural period of the room. Only the seats would be upholstered.
Therefore, fabrics would last much longer. ﬂ




SECOND FLOOR

Lincoln Sitting Room

A refurbishing is needed with new draperies to replace the
present worn ones. The wallpaper could possibly be changed
to lighten the room.

Lincoln Bedroom

The draperies are in shreds and new draperies are to be copied.
from a design of the Lincoln era (drawings of the Lincoln period
show the design of the draperies). Mr. Jones has these designs
underway. A Victorian rug that was in the room in Lincoln's
time is to be copied and placed in the room.

East Sitting Hall

Some furniture improvements have already been made but there

are others to be made. . The furniture is chiefly by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, Mass., Circa 1810-1830 and is similar to the
great pieces already in the Queen's Bedroom. This furniture was
acquired in 1972. New draperies should be made and an antique

rug should replace the modern wall to wall carpeting. A suitable
rug may be in White House storage. New upholsteries are also
needed.

Central Corridor

Antique furniture owned by the White House should replace the
Truman era reproductions in this area. The long range acquisition

of fine American paintings for this area should be made to replace

the numerous paintings on loan from major museums and art galleries
which change frequently due to the institutions recalling the paintings
for exhibition. Two large Chippendale looking glasses, a near pair -
flanking the doorway at the west end, are on loan and subject to

recall in mid-1975. The finest known exact pair of American
Chippendale looking glasses has been purchased for this location

at $35, 000, half of their appraised value.



Queen's Bedroom

The room has been re-designed in mid 1974 as a Boston bedroom

of the early 19th century. All of the furniture for the room was
purchased a long time ago with the majority of the pieces coming
from the Stoneman collection of furniture by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, famous cabinetinakers of beautiful furniture.
The Stoneman collection was purchased for the White House in 1972.

Most of the great pieces now in the room will remain there. They are
the Seymour bureaus, the Seymour secretary, the Seymour sewing
table, the Seymour pole screen, the Seymour card tables on either
side of the bed and the inlaid occasional table near the secretary.

Among the items to be placed in the room for Mrs. Ford's considera-
tion are: a magnificent sofa by Samuel MclIntire of Boston (this sofa
was in the White House on loan during the Kennedy and Johnson admin-
istrations and purchased during the Nixon administration); it would
replace an unattractive modern overstuiffed sofa now in the room;

a Massachusetts wing chair purchased in 1972, a Martha Washington
arm chair purchased in 1972, four painted side chairs made in Boston
and purchased in 1972, a beautiful Hereke rug purchased in 1974 and

a very beautiful four poster bed made in Boston by the Seymour
brothers and purchased in 1970.

It is suggested that the walls of the room should be covered with a
wallpaper based on a hand blocked early 16th century French wallpaper.
The paper has a beige ground with pink and green classical ornaments.
It would contribute more warmth and femininity to the room.

The period draperies are pink and green with the colors chosen from
the colors of the wallpaper. The draperies have been made.

It is hoped that architectural changes can be made in the room.

Among them would be a new cornice correct to 2 room of the period

and a new wood mantel with classical motifs to replace the 1940 style
wood mantel made in the White House shop. The woodwork of the
Truman restoration in 1950 is totally incorrect. This work would be
done while the President and First Lady are away from the White House.

In any event, some reproduction furniture in the rcom must go, for
example, the large and ugly coffee table.



‘West Sitting Hall

Improvements underway in the Ford aministration include new
draperies and new upholsteries on the furniture. The settee will
have to have slip covers made in a different pattern. American
antique furniture already owned by the White House could be used-
here to replace the French and reproduction furniture.

Two bedrooms, north side

The resources are available to improve the furniture in these
rooms at any time Mrs. Ford Wishes. The rooms have loan
paintings which may be recalled. Antique chandeliers have been
installed recently in the rooms and rugs for these rooms are
available from White House storage.

Third Floor Rooms and corridor

The third floor rooms and corridor can be improved as time and
resources permit. Already ordered are three large chandeliers
for the corridor to replace the small five dreadful ones now there.

The new lighting fixtures could be modern copies of antique chandeliers

and therefore inexpensive.

Room 301 (Blue Toile Bedroom) and Room 329 (Red Toile Bedroom)
need immediate attention. Draperies and upholsteries are worn out
Samples of new materials are ready for Mrs. Ford to approve or
change. Some furniture adjustments are advisable.



WEST WING

West Wing Reception Area

Improvements in furniture, lamps and paintings will be made
as resources permit.

The Preésident's Oval Office

The new oval rug will be similar to the rug in the Diplomatic
Reception Room; the borders will be similar with the colors
blending with the upholstery fabric now in the Oval Office.

The colors will be soft and attractive. Mr. Jones is working

on the design with the firm of Edward Fields, Inc., at its Long
Island factory. This is the same firm that made the Diplomatic
Reception Room rug. As soon as the design is finished and colors
correlated, a sample will be shown to Mrs. Ford. The walls of
the room need to be painted with the previously selected color
when the President is away. It will make the upholsteries, rug and
draperies all "hang together!' in color. New draperies are being
made for this room with fabrics approved by Mrs. Ford.'



_MEMCZANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 9, 1975

vl

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. P IP W BUC HEN
él CONG CURA TOR

FROM

In accordance with your request, I am submitting herewith
a detailed list of on-going projects for the improvement of the
White House rooms which have been considered by the Committee
for the Preservation of the White House and have been in varying
stages of discussion or progress by the Curator and Mrs. Edward
V. Jones, Architectural Consultant and Design member of the
Committee for the past few years.

‘ Unfortunately, we have never had the opportunity to discuss
and explain these various subjects to Mrs. Ford. The problem has
been to bring Mrs. Ford, Mr. Jones (who lives in Albany, Georgia
and contributes his services to the White House and the State
Department) and me together. We have had Mr. Jones here three
or four times, but Mrs. Ford was available only for a limited period
or not at all, as most recently on March 9, 1975 when most of this -
was to be shown to her in the various rooms with designs, colors,
fabrics, etc. for her consideration. It is very difficult if not im-
possible to consider changes in the rooms when not actually in the
room.

, Mzr. Jones and I would like at least to show Mrs. Ford what we
had in mind for great improvements and upgrading in the Queen's
Bedroom. We understand that Mrs. Ford likes the Queen's Bedroom
the way it is but the drapery and upholstery orders were too far
underway to stop when this word was communicated indirectly to me.
The furniture and mantel had all been acquired before President and
Mrs. Ford came to the White House. '

We are not at all unhappy that Mrs. Ford likes the Queens
Bedroom the way it is, but the draperies and upholsteries must be
replaced eventually. Once Mrs. Ford has seen our proposals they
may be placed in the room if she approves or may be placed in
White House storage to be used at a future date. ’




Due to the tremendous number of acquisitions of the highest
quality in American furniture, chandeliers, rugs, and decorative
objects during the period 1970-74, very few purchases in these
fields will be necessary in the foreseeable future. Major work is
necessary in architectural and design details in rooms, draperies,
upholsteries, etc. Major purchases in the future should come in
the field of American paintings where the White House is woefully
short in quantity (not quality) owned.. There are presently a large
number of loans of paintings from 17 major museums and art

- ‘galleries some of which go away frequently for exhibition elsewhere

" and thus, blank spots are created despite the fact that we ha.ve
: 'acqulred 60 pamtmgs in the last 5 years. ' S



Office of the Curator
April 9, 1975

CONTINUING PROJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Most of these projects have been ongoing during the past several years.

GROUND FLOOR

. President's Library -

This is the only room on the Ground Floor which has not been
refurbished since 1961, The room needs a "facelifting' which
would include painting the walls, new draperies which would be
better designed and brighter in color, new upholsteries and a
new antique Bessarabian rug already purchased for the room,

The furniture would remain the same except to change the very
large center table now in the room and replace it with the smaller
drum table now in the center of the Vermeil Room.

Mép Room -

The room has undergone a major refurbishing and the room is

now completely furnished. The woodwork in the room needs to

be replaced with woodwork correct to the American Chippendale
furnishings of the late 18th century - woodwork which would have
been in the White House prior to the fire of 1814, It would make

a much better background for the furniture. As the room appears
now each of the three door frames are different. A correct mantel
should replace the ugly stone mantel of the 1948-52 renovation. A
new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and Vermeil Room.
Much of the furniture in the room is lent and if it should be recalled,
new items will have to be purchased or borrowed.



Diplomatic Reception Room -

The mantel and overmantel panel are to be replaced with a period
mantel of about 1800, (the present mantel was made in the White
House in the 1940's). A new overmantel panel will permit the

use of a suberb Awme:horizontal mantel mirror permanently lent

to the White House by the Metropolitan Museum of Art (the mirror

is in the Curator's Office). The mirror has scenes of early America
around the borders which are related to the '"Scenic America"
wallpaper in the room, The bronze bust of Jeffer son now on the
mantel is inappropriate and a second rate modern copy and would
be removed. The furniture in the room may be slightly rearranged.

'f‘:'

China Room -

A new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and the Vermeil
Room. A rearrangement of Presidential porcelain collection is
needed to take care of numerous additions to the collection.

West Garden Room-

This room is being re-designed with an Oriental character of the
late 18th century. On the walls will be a Chinese floral wallpaper
with a yellow background. On the floor will be a new rush carpet.
Furniture in the room will consisfof two wooden garden benches
painted an apricot color with upholstered seats, two tables in front
of the benches, small tables at ends of the room, Chinese porcelain
garden seats already acquired and a pair of large Chinese export
planters already acquired which will have trees in them. The wall-
paper has been especially made, having been ordered last summer.
It is hoped that minor architectural changes and corrections can be
made in the glass areas. The room is schediled to be set up in mid
May, 1975. )




STATE FLOOR

Fast Room- 4 .

New draperies are needed at all six windows as the present

draperies are beginning to disintegrate from age and exposure.
Material as identical as possible to the material now used would

be ordered from an American firm (the original fabric was ordered
from France in the Kennedy administration and is no longer available).
The present cornices would be removed and replaced with wider
valances. Mr. Jones has redesigned appropriate draperies. It

will cost approximately $60, 000 for fabrm and the manufacture=

of the draperies.

Green Room-

The present chandelier (English, late 18th century) would be
removed to the Family Dining Room, second floor, and replaced
with an early, 19th century chandelier which was purchased last
year. The new chandelier would be correct with the early 19th
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in the Family Dining Room is a "'married' chandelier of two parts,
each of a different period, and would be replaced with the present
Green Room chandelier, Mrs. Copeland and others on the Committee
for the Preservation of the White House have objected to the present
Green Room chandelier in that room.

Blue Room-

The beautiful Chinese rug in the ¥French manner which was shown
to and approved by the Committee on March 11, 1975 is to be
paid for at a cost of $50, 000. Hopefully, Mrs. Hooker, a member
of the Committee, will re-imburse the acquisition fund.



State Dining Room-

New draperies will be needed in a gar or two due to age and
exposure of the present draperies. A second and similar rug
has been ordered for this room which gets the greatest usage of
any room in the White House. The present modern rug which is
a great success was delivered in 1973 and cost only $15, 000, An
alternate rug is needed when this one is cleaned and repaired.
The alternate rug will cost about the same as the first one which
was a bargain as similar modern rugs would cost about $30, 000,
The present Queen Anne chairs with upholstered seats and backs -
need reupholstering frequently as everybody touches them. They
are too early in design for the room. In time, we hope to have

a distinguished American Chippendale frame back set of chairs
copied in quantity. The design would be more correct to the
architectural period of the room. Only the seats would be re-
upholstered. Fabrics would last much longer.

SECOND FLOOR

Lincoln Sitting Room-

A refurbishing is needed with new draperies to replace the
present worn ones. The wallpaper could possibly be changed
to lighten the room.

Lincoln Bedroom-~

The draperies are in shreds and new draperies are to be copied
from a design of the Lincoln era (drawings of the Lincoln period
show the design of the draperies). Mr, Jones has these designs
underway, A Victorian rug that was in the room in Lincoln's
time is to be copied and placed in the room.

East Sitting Hall-

Some furniture improvements have already been made but there
are others to be made. The furniture is chiefly John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, Mass,., circa 1810-1820 and is similar to the
great pieces already in the Queen's Bedroom. This furniture was
acquired in 1972, New draperies should be made and an antique
rug should replace the modern wall to wall carpeting. A suitable -

_ rug may be in White House storage. New upholsteries are also needed.



Queen's Bedroom-

The room has been re-designed in mid 1974 as a Boston bedroom
of the early 19th century. All of the furniture for the room was
purchased a long time ago with the majority of the pieces coming
from the Stoneman collection of furniture by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, famous cabinetmakers of beautiful furntiure.
The Stoneman collection was purchased for the White House in 1972,
: . . IR
Most of the pieces now in the room will remain there. They are
the Seymour bureaus, the Seymour secretary, the Seymour sewing .
- table, the Seymour pole screen, the Seymour card tables on either
side of the bed and the inlaid occasional table near the secretary.

Among the items to be placediin the room for Mrs, Ford's considera-
tion are: a magnificent sofa by Samuel McIntire of Boston (this sofa
was in the White House on loan during the Kennedy and Johnson admin-
istrations and purchased during the Nixon administration); it would
replace an unattractive modern overstuffed sofa now inthe room;

a Ma.ssachusetts‘wing chair purchased in 1972, a Martha Washington
arm chair purchased in 1972, four painted side chairs made in Boston
and purchased in 1972, a beautiful Hereke rug purchased in 1974 and

a very beautiful four poster bed made in Boston by the Seymour
brothers and purchased in 1970,

It is suggested that the walls of the room should be covered with a
wallpaper based on ashand blocked early 19th century French wallpaper.
It has a beige ground with pink and green classical ornaments., It
would contribute more warmth and femininity to the room.

The period draperies are pink and green with the colors chosen from
the colors of the wallpaper. The draperies have been made.

It is hoped that architectural changes can be made in the room,
Among them would be a new cornice correct to a room of the period
and a new wood mantel with classical motifs to replace the 1940 style
wood mantel made in the White House shop. This work would be done
while the President and First Lady are away from the White House.

In any event, some reproduction furniture in the room must go, for
example, the large and ugly coffee table.



Central Corridor-

Antique furniture owned by the White House should replace

the Truman era reproductions in this area. Thelong range
acquisition of fine American paintings for this area should

be made to replace the numerous paintings on loan from major
museums and art galleries which change frequently due to the
institutions recalling the paintings for exhibition. Two large
Chippendale looking glasses, a near pair flanking the doorway,at
the west end, are on loan and subject to recall in 1976-77. The
finest known exact pair of American Chippendale looking glasses
has been found for this location at $35, 000, half of their appraised
value. '

5
West Sitting Hall-

Improvements underway in the Ford administration include new
draperies to be delivered May 21 and new upholsteries on the
furniture, The settee will have to be recovered or have slip
covers made in a different pattern. American antique furniture

already cwned by the White House could be used herce to replace
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the French and reproduction furniture.

Two bedrooms, north side-

3

The resources are available to improve the furniture in these
rooms at any time Mrs. Ford wishes. The rooms have loan
paintings which may be recalled. Antique chandeliers have been
installed in the rooms and rugs for these rooms are available from
White House storage.

'fhird Floor Rooms and corridor ~

The third floor rooms and corridor can be improved as time as

-resources permit. Already ordered are three large chandeliers

for the corridor to replace the small five dreadful ones now there,.
The new lighting fixtures are modern copies of antique chandeliers
and therefore inexpensive,



WEST WING

West Wing Reception Area-

Improvements in furniture, lamps and paintings will be made
as resources permit,

The President's Oval Office-~

The new oval rug will be similar to the rug in the Diplomatic
Reception Room; the borders will be similar with the colors
blending with the upholstery fabric now in the Oval Office.
The colors will be soft and attractive. Mr. Jones is working
on the design with the firm of Edward Fields, Inc., at its
Long Island factory. This is the same firm that made the
Diplomatic Reception Room rug. As soon as the design is
finished and colors correlated, a sample will be shown to
Mrs. Ford. A The walls of the room need to be painted with
the previously selected color when the President is away.

It will make the upholsteries, rug and draperies all .hang
together in color, New draperies need to be made for this
room with a slight change in color and design.




Presidential China

For information only, we had a project underway during 1972-74
with Lenox, America's leading porcelain manufacturer to design
and manufacture a porcelain service for the White House to serve
250 people. The last service was made in the Lyndon Johnson
administration for 216 persons. Prospective donors were available
for the Nixon service. The whole project was called off by Mrs.
Nixon at the end of July 1974. The major donor who was going to
secure other donors was told by me to discontinue his efforts to -
raise the money from a number of prospective donors. A new
service of this quantity of 250 of everything will be needed
eventually. If it is made, a donor or donors must be found.

The present cost would be in the neighborhood of $250,. 000,



MEMORANDUM

’ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 9, 1975

MEMCRANDUM FOR MR, P?I%IP w 7BUCHEN
e 4’4 e
R%TRA TOR

FROM CL CONG

In accordance with your request, I am submitting herewith
a detailed list of on-going projects for the improvement of the
White House rooms which have been considered by the Committee
for the Preservation of the White House and have been in varying
stages of discussion or progress by the Curator and Mrs. Edward
V. Jones, Architectural Consultant and Design member of the
Committee for the past few years.

Unfortunately, we have never had the opportunity to discuss
and explain these various subjects to Mrs. Ford. The problem has
been to bring Mrs. Ford, Mr. Jones (who lives in Albany, Georgia
and contributes his services to the White House and the State
Department) and me together. We have had Mr. Jones here three
or four times, but Mrs. Ford was available only for a limited period
or not at all, as most recently on March 9, 1975 when most of this
was to be shown to her in the various rooms with designs, colors,
fabrics, etc. for her consideration. It is very difficult if not im-
possible to consider changes in the rooms when not actually in the
room. '

Mr. Jones and I would like at least to show Mrs. Ford what we
had in mind for great improvements and upgrading in the Queen's
Bedroom. We understand that Mrs. Ford likes the Queen's Bedroom
the way it is but the drapery and upholstery orders were too far
underway to stop when this word was communicated indirectly to me.
The furniture and mantel had all been acquired before President and
Mrs. Ford came to the White House.

We are not at all unhappy that Mrs. Ford likes the Queen's
Bedroom the way it is, but the draperies and upholsteries must be
replaced eventually. Once Mrs. Ford has seen our proposals they
may be placed in the room if she approves or may be placed in
White House storage to be used at a future date.




Due to the tremendous number of acquisitions of the highest
quality in American furniture, chandeliers, rugs, and decorative
objects during the period 1970-74, very few purchases in these
fields will be necessary in the foreseeable future. Major work is
necessary in architectural and design details in rooms, draperies,
upholsteries, etc. Major purchases in the future should come in
the field of American paintings where the White House is woefully
short in quantity (not quality) owned.. There are presently a large
number of loans of paintings from 17 major museums and art
galleries some of which go away frequently for exhibition elsewhere
and thus, blank spots are created despite the fact that we have
acquired 60 paintings in the last 5 years.



Office of the Curator
April 9, 1975

CONTINUING PROJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Most of these projects have been ongoing during the past several years.

GROUND FLOCR

President's Library -

This is the only room on the Ground Floor which has not been
refurbished since 1961. The room needs a '"facelifting' which
would include painting the walls, new draperies which would be
better designed and brighter in color, new upholsteries and a.
new antique Bessarabian rug already purchased for the room.

The furniture would remain the same except to change the very
large center table now in the room and replace it with the smaller
drum table now in the center of the Vermeil Room.

Map Room -

The room has undergone a major refurbishing and the room is

now completely furnished. .The woodwork in the room needs to

be replaced with woodwork correct to the American Chippendale
furnishings of the late 18th century - woodwork which would have
been in the White House prior to the fire of 1814. It would make

a much better background for the furniture. As the room appears
now each of the three door frames are different. A correct mantel
should replace the ugly stone mantel of the 1948-52 renovation., A
new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and Vermeil Room.
Much of the furniture in the room is lent and if it should be recalled,
new items will have to be purchased or borrowed.




Diplomatic Reception Room -

The mantel and overmantel panel are to be replaced with a period
mantel of about 1800. (the present mantel was made in the White
House in the 1940's). A new overmantel panel will permit the

use of a suberb Aurezhorizontal mantel mirror permanently lent

to the White House by the Metropolitan Museum of Art (the mirror

is in the Curator's Office), The mirror has scenes of early America
around the borders which are related to the '"Scenic America''
wallpaper in the room.: The bronze bust of Jefferson now on the
mantel is inappropriate and a second rate modern copy and would

~ be removed. The furniture in the room may be slightly rearranged.

China Room -

A new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and the Vermeil

Room. A rearrangement of Presidential porcelain collection is
needed to take care of numerous additions to the collection. '

West Sarden Koom-

This room is being re-designed with an Oriental character of the
late 18th century. On the walls will be a Chinese floral wallpaper ‘
with a yellow background. On the floor will be a2 new rush carpet.
Furniture in the room will consistof two wooden garden benches
painted an apricot color with upholstered seats, two tables in front
of the benches, small tables at ends of the room, Chinese porcelé.in
garden seats already acquired and a pair of large Chinese export
‘planters already acquired which will have trees in them., The wall-
paper has been especially made, having been ordered last summer,
It is hoped that minor architectural changes and corrections can be

made in the glass areas. The room is schediled to be set up in mid
May, 1975. -




STATE FLOOR
Fast Room-~- ' .

New draperies are needed at all six windows as the present

draperies are beginning to disintegrate from age and exposure.
Material as identical as possible to the material now used would

be ordered from an American firm (the original fabric was ordered
from France in the Kennedy administration and is no longer available).
The present cornices would be removed and replaced with wider
valances. Mr. Jones has redesigned appropriate draperies. It

- will cost approximately $60, 000 for fabric and the manufactures-

of the draperies.

Green Room-

The preseat chandelier (English, late 18th century) would be

removed to the Family Dining Room, second floor, and replaced

with an early 19th century chandelier which was purchased last

year. The new chandelier would be correct with the early 19th
century American furnishinge now in the room. Tho chandeliex

in the Family Dining Room is a "married" chandelier of two parts,
each of a different period, and would be replaced with the present
Green Room chandelier, Mrs. Copeland and others on the Committee
for the Preservation of the White House have objected to the present
Green Room chandelibr in that room.

Blue Room-

The beautiful Chinese rug in the French manner which was shown
to and approved by the Committee on March 1f, 1975 is to be

paid for at a cost of $50, 000, Hopefully, Mrs. Hooker, a member
of the Committee, will re--imburse the acquisition fund.




State Dining Room-~-

New draperies will be needed in a yar or two due to age and
exposure of the present draperies. A second and similar rug
has been ordered for this room which gets the greatest usage of
any room in the White House. The present modern rug which is
a great success was delivered in 1973 and cost only $15,000. An
alternate rug is needed when this one is cleaned and repaired.
The alternate rug will cost about the same as the first one which
was a bargain as similar modern rugs would cost about $30, 000.
The present Queen Anne chairs with upholstered seats and backs
need reupholstering frequently as everybody touches them. They
are too early in design for the room. In time, we hope to have
a distinguished American Chippendale frame back set of chairs
copied in quantity. The design would be more correct to the
architectural period of the room. Only the seats would be re-
upholstered. Fabrics would last much longer.

SECOND FLOOR

Lincoln Sitting Room-

A refurbishing is needed with new draperies to repltace the
present worn ones. The wallpaper could possibly be changed
to lighten the room:.

Lincoln Bedroom- .

The draperies are in shreds and new draperies are to be copied
from a design of the Lincoln era (drawings of the Lincoln period
show the design of the draperies). Mr. Jones has these designs
underway. A Victorian rug that was in the room in Lincoln's
time is to be copied and placed in the room.,

FEast Sitting Hall-

Some furniture improvements have already been made but there

are others to be made. The furniture is chiefly John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, Mass., circa 1810-1820 and is similar to the

great pleces already in the Queen's Bedroom, This furniture was
acquired in 1972, New draperies should be made and an antique

rug should replace the modern wall to wall carpeting. A suitable -

rug may be in White House storage. New upholsteries are also needed.




Queen's Bedroom-

The room has been re-designed in mid 1974 as a Boston bedroom
of the early 19th century. All of the furniture for the room was
purchased a long time ago with the majority of the pieces coming
from the Stoneman collection of furniture by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, famous cabinetmakers of beautiful furntiure.
The Stoneman collection was purchased for the White House in 1972.
.o i
Most of the pieces now in the room will remain there, They are
the Seymour bureaus, the Seymour secretary, the Seymour sewing
table, the Seymour pole screen, the Seymour card tables on either
side of the bed aand the inlaid occasional table near the secretary.

Among the items to be placediin the room for Mrs. Ford's considera-
tion are: a magnificent sofa by Samuel Mclntire of Boston (this sofa
was in the White House on loan during the Kennedy and Johnson admin-
istrations and purchased during the Nixon administration); it would
replace an unattractive modern overstuffed sofa now inthe room;

a Massachusetts wing chair purchased in 1972, a Martha Washington
arm chair purchased in 1972, four painted side chairs made in Boston
and purchased in 1972, a beautiful Hereke rug purchased in 1974 and

a very beautiful four poster bed made in Boston by the Seymour
brothers and purchased in 1970,

It is suggested that the walls of the room should be covered with a
wallpaper based on athand blocked early 19th century French wallpaper.
It has a beige ground with pink and green classical ornameats. It
would contribute more warmth and femininity to the room.

The period draperies are pink and green with the colors chosen from
the colors of the wallpaper. The draperies have been made.

It is hoped that architectural changes can be made in the room,
Among them would be a new cornice correct to a room of the period
and a new wood mantel with classical motifs to replace the 1940 style
wood mantel made in the White House shop. This work would be done
while the President and First Lady are away from the White House.

In any event, some reproduction furniture in the room must go, for
example, the large and ugly coffee table.



Central Corridor-

Antique furniture owned by the White House should replace

the Truman era reproductions in this area. Thelong range
acquisition of fine American paintings for this area should

be made to replace the numerous paintings on loan from major

. museums and art galleries which change frequently due to the
institutions recalling the paintings for exhibition. Two large
Chippendale lcoking glasses, a near pair flanking the doorway at
the west end, are on loan and subject to recall in 1976-77. The
finest known exact pair of American Chippendale looking glasses
" has been found for this location at $35, 000, half of their appraised
value. ‘

West Sitting Hall-

Improvements underway in the Ford administration include new
draperies to be delivered May 21 and new upholsteries on the
furniture. The settee will have to be recovered or have slip
covers made in a different pattern. American antique furniture

already cwned by the White Heoucse could be uced here to roglace

.
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the French and reproduction furniture.

Two bedrooms, north side-

< ¥

The resources are available to improve the furniture in these
rooms at any time Mrs. Ford wishes. The rooms have loan
paintings which may be recalled. Antique chandeliers have been
installed in the rooms and rugs for these rooms are available from
White House storage'.

Third Floor Rooms z2nd corridor-

The third floor rooms and corridor can be improved as time as
resources permit, Already ordered are three large chandeliers
for the corridor to replace the small five dreadful ones now therc.
The new lighting fixtures are modern copies of antique chandelict®
and therefore inexpensive. ’



WEST WING

West Wing Reception Area-

Improvements in furniture, lamps and paintings will be made
as resources permit.

The President's Oval Office-~

‘The new oval rug will be similar to the rug in the Diplomatic
Reception Room; the borders will be similar with the colors
blending with the upholstery fabric now in the Oval Office.
The colors will be soft and attractive. Mr. Jones is working
on the design with the firm of Edward Fields, Inc., at its
Long Island factory. This is the same firm that made the
Diplomatic Reception Room rug. As soon as the design is
finished and colors correlated, a sample will be shown to
Mrs. Ford. The walls of the room need to be painted with
the previously selected color when the President is away.

It will make the upholsteries, rug and draperies all .hang
together in color. New draperies need to be made for this
room with a slight change in color and design.



Presidential China

For information only, we had a project underway during 1972-74
with Lenox, America's leading porcelain manufacturer to design
and manufacture a porcelain service for the White House to serve
250 people. The last service was made in the Lyndon Johnson
administration for 216 persons. Prospective donors were available
for the Nixon service. The whole project was called off by Mrs.
Nixon at the end of July 1974. The major donor who was going to
secure other donors was told by me to discontinue his efforts to "
raise the money from a number of prospective donors. A new
service of this quantity of 250 of everything will be needed
eventually. If it is made, a donor or donors must be found.

The present cost would be in the neighborhood of $250Q. 000.



Office of the Curator
April 9, 1975
Corrected June 12, 1975

CONTINUING PROJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Most of these projects have been ongoing during the past several years.

GROUND FLOOR

President's Library

This is the only room on the Ground Floor which has not been
refurbished since 1961. The room needs a 'facelifting" which
would include painting the walls, new draperies which would be
better designhed and brighter in color, new upholsteries and a
new antique Bessarabian rug already purchased for the room.
The furniture would remain the same except to change the very
large center table now in the room and trade it with the smaller
drum table now in the center of the Vermeil Room.

Map Room

The room has undergone a major refurbishing and the room is
now completely furnished. The woodwork in the room needs to

be replaced the woodwork correct to the American Chippendale
furnishings of the late 18th century - woodwork which would have
been in the White House prior to the fire of 1814. It would make

a much better background for the furniture. As the room appears
now each of the three door frames are different. A correct mantel
should replace the ugly stone mantel of the 1948-52 renovation. A
new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and Vermeil Room.
Much of the wonderful American Chippendale furniture in the room
is lent. It it should be recalled, '""new'' items will have to be
purchased or borrowed. ’




Diplomatic Reception Room

The mantel and overmantel panel are to be replaced with a period
mantel of about 1800. (the present mantel was made in the White
House in the 1940's). A new overmantel panel will permit the

use of a superb American horizontal mantel mirror permanently lent
to the White House by the Metropolitan Museum of Art (the mirror

is in the Curator's Office). The mirror has scenes of early America
around the borders which are related to the ''Scenic America" '
wallpaper in the room. The bronze bust of Jefferson now on the
mantel is inappropriate and a second rate modern copy and would

be removed. The furniture in the room may be slightly rearranged.

Chida-Room

A new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and the Vermeil
Room. A rearrangement of Presidential porcelain collection is A
needed to take care of numerous additions to the collection as well
as corrected attributions.

West Garden Room

This room is being re-designed with an Oriental character of the
late 18th century. On the walls will be a Chinese floral wallpaper
with a yellow background. On the floor will be a new rush carpet.
Furniture in the room will consist of two wooden garden benches
painted an apricot color with upholstered seats, two tables in front
of the benches, small tables at ends of the room, Chinese porcelain
garden seats already acquired and a pair of large Chinese export
planters already acquired which will have trees in them. The wall-
paper has been especially made, having been ordered last summer.
It is hoped that minor architectural changes and corrections can be
made in the glass areas. The room is scheduled to be set up in
July 1975.



STATE FLOOR

EFast Room

New draperies are needed at all six windows as the present

draperies are beginning to disintegrate from age and exposure.
Material as identical as possible to the material now used would

be ordered from an American firm (the original fabric was ordered
from France in the Kennedy administration and is no longer available).
The present cornices would be removed and replaced with wider
valances. Mr. Jones has redesigned appropriate draperies. It

will cost approximately $60, 000 for fabric and the manufacture

of the draperies.

Blue Room

The beautiful Chinese rug in the French manner which was shown

to and approved by the Committee on March 11, 1975 is to be

paid for at a cost of$2,000. Hopefully, Mrs. Hooker, a member

of the Committee, will re-imburse the acquisition fund as she

has paid all other expenses in refurbishing the Blue Room ($250, 000).

State Dining Room

New draperies will be needed in a year or two due to age and ex-
posure of the present draperies. A second and similar rug has
been ordered for this room which gets the greatest usage of

any room in the White House. The present modern rug which is
a great success was delivered in 1973 and cost only $15,000. An
alternate rug is needed when this one is cleaned and repaired. The
alternate rug will cost about the same as the first one which _
was a bargain as similar modern rugs would cost about $30, 000.
The present Queen Anne chairs with upholstered seats and backs
need reupholstering frequently as everybody touches them. They
are too early in design for the room. In time, we hope to have

a distinguished American Chippendale frame back set of chairs
‘copied in quantity. The design would be more correct to the

architectural period of the room. Only the seats would be upholstered. -

Therefore, fabrics would last much longer.

Ly



SECOND FLOOR

Lincoln Sitting Room

A refurbishing is needed with new draperies to replace the
present worn ones. The wallpaper could possibly be changed
to lighten the room.

Lincoln Bedroom

The draperies are in shreds and new draperies are to be copied
from a design of the Lincoln era (drawings of the Lincoln period
show the design of the draperies). Mr. Jones has these designs
underway. A Victorian rug that was in the room in Lincoln's
time is to be copied and placed in the room.

Fast Sitting Hall

Some furniture improvements have already been made but there

are others to be made. The furniture is chiefly by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, Mass., Circa 1810-1830 and is similar to the
great pieces already in the Queen's Bedroom. This furniture was
acquired in 1972. New draperies should be made and an antique

rug should replace the modern wall to wall carpeting. A suitable
rug may be in White House storage. New upholsteries are also
needed.

Central Corridor

Antique furniture owned by the White House should replace the
Truman era reproductions in this area. The long range acquisition
of fine American paintings for this area should be made to replace

the numerous paintings on loan from major museums and art galleries
which change frequently due to the institutions recalling the paintings
for exhibition. Two large Chippendale looking glasses, a near pair
flanking the doorway at the west end, are on loan and subject to

recall in mid~1975. The finest known exact pair of American
Chippendale looking glasses has been purchased for this location

at $35, 000, half of their appraised value.



Queen's Bedroom

The room has been re-designed in mid 1974 as a Boston bedroom

of the early 19th century. All of the furniture for the room was
purchased a long time ago with the majority of the pieces coming. .
from the Stoneman collection of furniture by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, famous cabinetmakers of beautiful furniture,
The Stoneman collection was purchased for the White House in 1972..

Most of the great pieces now in the room will remain there. They are
the Seymour bureaus, the Seymour secretary, the Seymour sewing
table, the Seymour pole screen, the Seymour card tables on either.
side of the bed and the inlaid occasional table near the secretary.

Among the items to be placed in the room for Mrs. Ford's considera~-
tion are: a magnificent sofa by Samuel MclIntire of Boston (this sofa
was in the White House on loan during the Kennedy and Johnson admin-
istrations and purchased during the Nixon administration); it would
replace an unattractive modern overstuffed sofa now in the room;

a Massachusetts wing chair purchased in 1972, a Martha Washington -
arm chair purchased in 1972, four painted side chairs made in Boston
and purchased in 1972, a beautiful Hereke rug purchased in 1974 and

a very beautiful four poster bed made in Boston by the Seymour
brothers and purchased in 1970.

It is suggested that the walls of the room should be covered with a o
wallpaper based on a hand blocked early 19th century French WaLlp A «
The paper has a beige ground with pink and green classical ornaments.

It would contribute more warmth and femininity to the room.

The period draperies are pink and green with the colors chosen from -
the colors of the wallpaper. The draperies have been made.

It is hoped that architectural changes can be made in the room.

Among them would be a new cornice correct to a room of the period

and a new wood mantel with classical motifs to replace the 1940 style
wood mantel made in the White House shop. The woodwork of the
Truman restoration in 1950 is totally incorrect. This work would be
done while the President and First Lady are away from the White House.

In any event, some reproduction furniture in the room must go, for .
example, the large and ugly coffee table.




West Sitting Hall

Improvements underway in the Ford aministration include new
draperies and new upholsteries on the furniture. The settee will
have to have slip covers made in a different pattern. American
antique furniture already owned by the White House could be used
here to replace the French and reproduction furniture.

Two bedrooms, north side

The resources are available to improve the furniture in these
rooms at any time Mrs. Ford Wishes. The rooms have loan
paintings which may be recalled. Antique chandeliers have been
installed recently in the rooms and rugs for these rooms are
available from White House storage.

Third Floor Rooms and corridor

The third floor rooms and corridor can be improved as time and
resources permit. Already ordered are three large chandeliers

for the corridor to replace the small five dreadful ones now there.

The new lighting fixtures could be modern copies of antique chandeliers
and therefore inexpensive.

Room 301 (Blue Toile Bedroom) and Room 329 (Red Toile Bedroom)
need immmediate attention. Draperies and upholsteries are worn out
Samples of new materials are ready for Mrs. Ford to approve or
change. Some furniture adjustments are advisable.




WEST WING

West Wing Reception Area

Improvements in furniture, lamps and paintings will be made
as resources permit.

The President's Oval Office

The new oval rug will be similar to the rug in the Diplomatic
Reception Room; the borders will be similar with the colors
blending with the upholstery fabric now in the Oval Office.

The colors will be soft and attractive. Mr. Jones is working

on the design with the firm of Edward Fields, Inc., at its Long
Island factory. This is the same firm that made the Diplomatic
Reception Room rug. As soon as the design is finished and colors
correlated, a sample will be shown to Mrs. Ford. The walls of
the room need to be painted with the previously selected color
when the President is away. It will make the upholsteries, rug and
draperies all "hang together’ in color. New draperies are being
made for this room with fabrics approved by Mrs. Ford.'

e



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MR. BUCHEN:
Attached 45 follow-up Aingormation

negarding your discussion with
Mns. Ford on the Queen's Room.

Qara/xpn {grmtk&/



Lpril 9, 1975
Corrected June 12, 1975

CONTINUING PROJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE WHITE HOUSE
Most of these projects have been ongoing during the past several years.

GROUND FLOOR :

President's Library

This is the only room on the Ground Floor which has not been
refurbished since 1961. The room needs a 'facelifting" which
would include painting the walls, new draperies which would be
better designed and brighter in color, new upholsteries and a
new antique Bessarabian rug already purchased for the room.
The furniture would remain the same except to change the very
large center table now in the room and trade it with the smaller
drum table now in the center of the Vermeil Room.

Map Room

The room has undergone a major refurbishing and the room is
now completely furnished. The woodwork in the room needs to

be replaced the woodwork correct to the American Chippendale
furnishings of the late 18th century - woodwork which would have
been in the White House prior to the fire of 1814. It would make

a much better background for the furniture. As the room appears
now each of the three door frames are different. A correct mantel
should replace the ugly stone mantel of the 1948-52 renovation. A
new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and Vermeil Room.
Much of the wonderful American Chippendale furniture in the room
is lent. It it should be recalled, ''mew!' items will have to be
purchased or borrowed.




Diplomatic Reception Room

The mantel and overmantel panel are to be replaced with a peribd
inantel of about 1800. (the present mantel was made in the White
House in the 1940's). A new overmantel pdnel will permit the

use of a superb American horizontal mantel mirror permanently lent
to the White House by the Metropolitan Museum of Art (the mirror

is in the Curator's Office). The mirror has scenes of early America
around the borders which are related to the "Scenic America”
wallpaper in the room. The bronze bust of Jefferson now on the
mantel is inappropriate and a second rate modern copy and would

be removed. The furniture in the room may be slightly rearranged.

China‘Room

A new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and the Vermeil
Room. A rearrangement of Presidential porcelain collection is
needed to take care of numerous additions to the collection as well
as corrected attributions.

West Garden Room

This room is being re-designed with an Oriental character of the
late 1Sth century. On the walls will be a Chinese floral wallpaper
with a yellow background. On the floor will be a new rush carpet.
Furniture in the room will consist of two wooden garden benches
painted an apricot color with upholstered seats, two tables in front
of the benches, small tables at ends of the room, Chinese porcelain
garden seats already acquired and a pair of large Chinese export
planters already acquired which will have trees in them. The wall-
paper has been especially made, having been ordered last summer.
It is hoped that minor architectural changes and corrections can be
made in the glass areas. The room is scheduled to be set up in
July 1975. g
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STATE FLOOR

Fast Room

New draperies are needed at all six windows as the present

draperies are beginning to disintegrate from age and exposure.
Material as identical as possible to the material now used would

be ordered from an American firm (the original fabric was ordered
from France in the Kennedy administration and is no longer available).
The present cornices would be removed and replaced with wider
valances. Mr. Jones has redesigned appropriate draperies. It

will cost approximately $60, 000 for fabric and the manufacture

of the draperies.

Blue Room

The beautiful Chinese rug in the French manner which was shown

to and approved by the Committee on March 11, 1975 is to be

paid for at a cost of$2,000. Hopefully, Mrs. Hooker, a member

of the Committee, will re-imburse the acquisition fund as she

has paid all other expenses in refurbishing the Blue Room ($250, 000).

State Dining Room

New draperies will be needed in a2 year or two due to age and ex-
posure of the present draperies. A second and similar rug has
been ordered for this room which gets the greatest usage of

any room in the White House. The present modern rug which is

a great success was delivered in 1973 and cost only $15,000. An
alternate rug is needed when this.one is cleaned and repaired. The
alternate rug will cost about the same as the first one which

was a bargain as similar modern rugs would cost about $30, 000.
The present Queen Anne chairs with upholstered seats and backs
need reupholstering frequently as everybody touches them. They
are too early in design for the room. In time, we hope to have

a disti_nguishéd American Chippendale frame back set of chairs
copied in quantity. The design would be more correct to the
architectural period of the room. Only the seats would be upholstered.
Therefore, fabrics would last much longer.



SECOND FLOOR

Lincoln Sitting Room

A refurbishing is needed with new draperies to replace the
present worn ones. The wallpaper could possibly be changed
to lighten the room. -

Lincoln Bedroom

The draperies are in shreds and new draperies are to be copied
from a design of the Lincoln era (drawings of the Lincoln period
show the design of the draperies). Mr. Jones has these designs
underway. A Victorian rug that was in the room in Lincoln's
time is to be copied and placed in the room.

East Sitting Hall

Some furniture improvements have already been made but there

are others to be made. The furniture is chiefly by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, Mass., Circa 1810-1830 and is similar to the
great pieces already in the Queen's Bedroom. This furniture was
acquired in 1972. New draperies should be made and an antique

rug should replace the modern wall to wall carpeting. A suitable
rug may be in White House storage. New upholsteries are also
needed.

Central Corridor

Antique furniture owned by the White House should replace the
Truman era reproductions in this area. The long range acquisition

of fine American paintings for this area should be made to replace

the numerous paintings on loan from major museums and art galleries
which change frequently due to the institutions recalling the paintings

" for exhibition. Two large Chippendale looking glasses, a near pair
flanking the doorway at the west end, are on loan and subject to

recall in mid-1975. The finest known exact pair of American
Chippendale looking glasses has been purchased for this location

at $35, 000, half of their appraised value.

L



Quecn's Bedroom

The room has been re-designed in mid 1974 as a Boston bedroom
_of the early 19th century. All of the furniture for the room was
purchased a long time ago with the majority of the pieces coming
from the Stoneman collection of furniture by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, famous cabinetmakers of beautiful furniture.
The Stoneman collection was purchased for the White House in 1972.

Most of the great pieces now in the room will remain there. They are
the Seymour bureaus, the Seymour secretary, the Seymour sewing
table, the Seymour pole screen, the Seymour card tables on either
side of the bed and the inlaid occasional table near the secretary.

Among the items to be placed in the room for Mrs. Ford's considera-
tion are: a magnificent sofa by Samuel Mclntire of Boston (this sofa
was in the White House on loan during the Kennedy and Johnson admin-
istrations and purchased during the Nixon administration); it would
replace an unattractive modern overstuffed sofa now in the room;

a Massachusetts wing chair purchased in 1972, a Martha Washington
arm chair purchased in 1972, four painted side chairs made in Boston
and purchased in 1972, a beautiful Hereke rug purchased in 1974 and

a very beautiful four poster bed made in Boston by the Seymour
brothers and purchased in 1970.

It is suggested that the walls of the room should be covered with a
wallpaper based on a hand blocked early 19th century French wallpaper.
The paper has a beige ground with pink and green classical ornaments.
It would contribute more warmth and femininity to the room.

The period draperies are pink and green with the colors chosen from
the colors of the wallpaper. The draperies have been made.

It is hoped that architectural changes can be made in the room.

Among them would be a new cornice correct to a room of the period

and a new wood mantel with classical motifs to replace the 1940 style
wood mantel made in the White House shop. Tihe woodwork of the
Truman restoration in 1950 is totally incorrect. This work would be
done while the President and First Lady are away from the White House.

In any event, some reproduction furniture in the room rmust go, for
example, the large and ugly coffee table.



wWest Sitting Hall

Improvements underway in the Ford aministration include new
draperies and new upholsteries on the furniture. The seftee will i
have to have slip covers made in a different pattern. American

antigque furniture already owned by the White House could be used

here to replace the French and reproduction furniture.

Two bedrooms, north side

The resources are available to improve the furniture in these
rooms at any time Mrs. Ford Wishes. The rooms have loan
paintings which may be recalled. Antique chandeliers have been
installed recently in the rooms and rugs for these rooms are
available from White House storage.

Third Floor Rooms and corridor

The third floor rooms and corridor can be improved as time and
resources permit. Already ordered are three large chandeliers

for the corridor to replace the small five dreadful ones now there.

The new lighting fixtures could be modern copies of antique chandeliers
and therefore inexpensive.

Room 301 (Blue Toile Bedroom) and Room 329 (Red Toile Bedroom)
need immediate attention. Draperies and upholsteries are worn out
Samplés of new materials are ready for Mrs. Ford to approve or
change. Some furniture adjustments are advisable.



WEST WING

West Wing Reception Area

Improvements in furniture, lamps and painrtings will be made
as resources permit. '

The President's Oval Office

The new oval rug will be similar to the rug in the Diplomatic
Reception Room; the borders will be similar with the colors
blending with the upholstery fabric now in the Oval Office.

The colors will be soft and attractive. Mr. Jones is working

on the design with the firm of Edward Fields, Inc., at its Long
Island factory. This is the same firm that made the Diplomatic
Reception Room rug. As soon as the design is finished and colors
correlated, a sample will be shown to Mrs. Ford. The walls of
the room need to be painted with the previously selected color
when the President is away. It will make the upholsteries, rug and
draperies all ''hang together' in color. New draperies are being
made for this room with fabrics approved by Mrs. Ford.'




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 17, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: PHILIP BUCHE()zlj.ﬁ.
SUBJECT: Projects of the Committee

for the Preservation of the
White House

Clem Conger has asked me to give you a copy of a memo
he sent to me on April 9 and a description updated to
June 12, 1975, of projects of the Committee for the
Preservation of the White House.

I have gone over these documents with Betty, as she
has probably told you. .

Attachment '




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 9, 1975

LIPW y BUCHEN

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. Ei
é/l/ A AP
FROM CLEN CONG’ER%{{JRATOR

In accordance with your request, I am submitting herewith
a detailed list of on-going projects for the improvement of the
White House rooms which have been considered by the Committee
for the Preservation of the White House and have been in varying
stages of discussion or progress by the Curator and Mrs. Edward
V. Jones, Architectural Consultant and Design member of the
Committee for the past few years.

Unfortunately, we have never had the opportunity to discuss
and explain these various subjects to Mrs. Ford. The problem has
been to bring Mrs. Ford, Mr. Jones (who lives in Albany, Georgia
and contributes his services to the White House and the State
Department) and me together. We have had Mr. Jones here three
or four times, but Mrs. Ford was available only for a limited period
or not at all, as most recently on March 9, 1975 when most of this
was to be shown to her in the various rooms with designs, colors,
fabrics, etc. for her consideration. It is very difficult if not im-
possible to consider changes in the rooms when not actually in the
room.

Mr. Jones and I would like at least to show Mrs. Ford what we
had in mind for great improvements and upgrading in the Queen's
Bedroom. We understand that Mrs. Ford likes the Queen's Bedroom
the way it is but the drapery and upholstery orders were too far
underway to stop when this word was communicated indirectly to me.
The furniture and mantel had all been acquired before President and
-Mrs. Ford came to the White House.

We are not at all unhappy that Mrs. Ford likes the Queens
Bedroom the way it is, but the draperies and upholsteries must be
replaced eventually. Once Mrs. Ford has seen our proposals they
may be placed in the room if she approves or may be placed in
White House storage to be used at a future date.




Due to the tremendous number of acquisitions of the highest
quality in American furniture, chandeliers, rugs, and decorative
objects during the period 1970-74, very few purchases in these
fields will be necessary in the foreseeable future. Major work is
necessary in architectural and design details in rooms, draperies,
upholsteries, etc. Major purchases in the future should come in
the field of American paintings where the White House is woefully
short in quantity (not quality) owned.. There are presently a large
number of loans of paintings from 17 major museums and art
galleries some of which go away frequently for exhibition elsewhere
and thus, blank spots are created despite the fact that we have
acquired 60 paintings in the last 5 years.




Office of the Curator
April 9, 1975
Corrected June 12, 1975

CONTINUING PROJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE WHITE HOUSE
Most of these projects have been ongoing during the past several years.

GROUND FLOOR

President's Library

This is the only room on the Ground Floor which has not been
refurbished since 1961. The room needs a ''facelifting' which
would include painting the walls, new draperies which would be
better designed and brighter in color, new upholsteries and a
new antique Bessarabian rug already purchased for the room.
The furniture would remain the same except to change the very
large center table now in the room and trade it with the smaller
drum table now in the center of the Vermeil Room.

Map Room

The room has undergone a major refurbishing and the room is
now completely furnished. The woodwork in the room needs to

be replaced the woodwork correct to the American Chippendale
furnishings of the late 18th century - woodwork which would have
been in the White House prior to the fire of 1814. It would make

a much better background for the furniture. As the room appears
now each of the three door frames are different. A correct mantel
should replace the ugly stone mantel of the 1948-52 renovation. A
new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and Vermeil Room.
Much of the wonderful American Chippendale furniture in the room
is lent. It it should be recalled, ''mew' items will have to be
purchased or borrowed.
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Diplomatic Reception Room

The mantel and overmantel panel are to be replaced with a period
mantel of about 1800. (the present mantel was made in the White
House in the 1940's). A new overmantel panel will permit the

use of a superb American horizontal mantel mirror permanently lent
‘to the White House by the Metropolitan Museum of Art (the mirror

is in the Curator's Office). The mirror has scenes of early America
around the borders which are related to the ""Scenic America”
wallpaper in the room. The bronze bust of Jefferson now on the
mantel is inappropriate and a second rate modern copy and would

be removed. The furniture in the room may be slightly rearranged.

China:Room

A new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and the Vermeil
Room. A rearrangement of Presidential porcelain collection is
needed to take care of numerous additions to the collection as well
as corrected attributions.

West Garden Room

This room is being re-designed with an Oriental character of the
late 18th century. On the walls will be a Chinese f{loral wallpaper
with a yellow background. On the floor will be 2 new rush carpet.
Furniture in the room will consist of two wooden garden benches
painted an apricot color with upholstered seats, two tables in front
of the benches, small tables at ends of the room, Chinese porcelain
garden seats already acquired and a pair of large Chinese export
planters already acquired which will have trees in them. The wall-
paper has been especially made, having been ordered last summer.
It is hoped that minor architectural changes and corrections can be
made in the glass areas. The room is scheduled to be set up in
July 1975.

-
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Fast Room

New draperies are needed at all six windows as the present

draperies are beginning to disintegrate from age and exposure.
Material as identical as possible to the material now used would

be ordered from an American firm (the original fabric was ordered
from France in the Kennedy administration and is no longer available).
The present cornices would be removed and replaced with wider
valances. Mr. Jones has redesigned appropriate draperies. It

will cost approximately $60, 000 for fabric and the manufacture

of the draperies.

Blue Room

The beautiful Chinese rug in the French manner which was shown

to and approved by the Committee on March 11, 1975 is to be

paid for at a cost of$2, 000. Hopefully, Mrs. Hooker, a member

of the Committee, will re-imburse the acquisition fund as she .

has paid all other expenses in refurbishing the Blue Room ($250, 000).

State Dining Room

New draperies will be needed in a year or two due to age and ex-
posure of the present draperies. . A second and similar rug has
been ordered for this room which gets the greatest usage of

any room in the White House: The present modern rug which is

a great success was delivered in 1973 and cost only $15,000. An
alternate rug is needed when this one is cleaned and repaired. The
alternate rug will cost about the same as the first one which ‘
was a bargain as similar modern rugs would cost about $30, 000.
The present Queen Anne chairs with upholstered seats and backs
need reupholstering frequently as everybody touches them. They
are too early in design for the room. In time, we hope to have

a distinguished American Chippendale frame back set of chairs
copied in quantity. The design would be more correct to the
architectural period of the room. Only the seats would be upholstered.
Therefore, fabrics would last much longer. 3 4



Lincoln Sitting Room

A refurbishing is needed with new draperies to replace the
present worn ones. The wallpaper could possibly be changed
to lighten the room.

Lincoln Bedroom

The draperies are in shreds and new draperies are to be copied
from a design of the Lincoln era (drawings of the Lincoln period
show the design of the draperies). Mr. Jones has these designs
underway. A Victorian rug that was in the room in Lincoln's
time is to be copied and placed in the room.

East Sitting Hall

Some furniture improvements have already been made but there

are others to be made.  The furniture is chiefly by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, Mass., Circa 1810-1830 and is similar to the
great pieces already in the Queen's Bedroom. This furniture was
acquired in 1972. New draperies should be made and an antique

rug should replace the modern wall to wall carpeting. A suitable
rug may be in White House storage. New upholsteries are also
needed.

Central Corridor

-

Antique furniture owned by the White House should replace the
Truman era reproductions in this area. The long range acquisition

of fine American paintings for this area should be made to replace

the numerous paintings on loan from major museurns and art galleries
which change frequently due to the institutions recalling the paintings
for exhibition. Two large Chippendale looking glasses, a near pair
flanking the doorwav at the west end, are on loan and subject to

recall in mid-1975. The finest known exact pair of American
Chippendale looking glasses has been purchased for this location

at $35, 000, half of their appraised value.




Queen's Bedroom

The room has been re-designed in mid 1974 as 2 Boston bedroom
of the early 19th century. All of the furniture for the room was
purchased a long time ago with the majority of the pieces coming
from the Stoneman collection of furniture by John and Thomas
Seymour of Boston, famous cabinetmakers of beautiful furniture.
The Stoneéman collection was purchased for the White House in 1972.

Most of the great pieces now in the room will remain there. They are
the Seymour bureaus, the Seymour secretary, the Seymour sewing
table, the Seymour pole screen, the Seymour card tables on either
side of the bed and the inlaid occasional table near the secretary.

Among the items to be placed in the room for Mrs. Ford's considera-
tion are: a ragnificent sofa by Samuel Mclntire of Boston (this sofa
was in the White House on loan during the Kennedy and Johnson admin-
istrations and purchased during the Nixon administration); it would
replace an unattractive modern overstuffed sofa now in the room;

a Massachusetts wing chair purchased in 1972, a2 Martha Washington
arm chair purchased in 1972, four painted side chairs made in Boston
and purchased in 1972, a beautiful Hereke rug purchased in 1974 and

a very beautiful four poster bed made in Boston by the Seymour
brothers and purchased in 1970.

It is suggested that the walls of the room should be covered with a
wallpaper based on a hand blocked early 19th century French wallpaper.
The paper has 2 beige ground with pink and green classical ornaments.
It would contribute more warmth and femininity to the room.

The period draperies are pink and green with the colors chosen from
the colors of the wallpaper. The draperies have been made.

It is hoped that architectural changes can be made in the room.

Among them would be a new cornice correct to 2 room of the period

and a new wood mantel with classical motifs to replace the 1940 style
wood mantel made in the White House shop. The woodwork of the
Truman restoration in 1950 is totally incorrect. This work would be
done while the President and First Lady are away from the White House.

In any event, some reproduction furniture in the room xust go, for
example, the large and ugly coffee table.

3
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West Sitting Hall

Improvements underway in the Ford aministration include new
draperies and new upholsteries on the furniture. The settee will
have to have slip covers made in a different pattern. American
antique furniture already owned by the White House could be used
here to replace the French and reproduction furniture.

Two bedrooms, north side

The resources are available to improve the furniture in these
rooms at any time Mrs. Ford Wishes. The rooms have loan
paintings which may be recalled. Antique chandeliers have been
installed recently in the rooms and rugs for these rooms are
available from White House storage.

Third Floor Rooms and corridor

The third floor rooms and corridor can be improved as time and
resources permit. Already ordered are three large chandeliers

for the corridor to replace the small five dreadful ones now there.

The new lighting fixtures could be modern copies of antique chandeliers
and therefore inexpensive.

Room 301 (Blue Toile Bedroom) and Room 329 (Red Toile Bedroom)
need immediate attention. brape'ries and upholsteries are worn out
Samples of new materials are ready for Mrs. Ford to approve or
change. Some furniture adjustments are advisable.

v



WEST WING

West Wing Reception Area

Improvements in furniture, lamps and paintings will be made
as resources permit.

The Preésident's Oval Office

The new oval rug will be similar to the rug in the Diplomatic
Reception Room; the borders will be similar with the colors
blending with the upholstery fabric now in the Oval Office.

The colors will be soft and attractive. Mr. Jones is working

on the design with the firm of Edward Fields, Inc., at its Long
Island factory. This is the same firm that made the Diplomatic
Reception Room rug. As soon as the design is finished and colors
correlated, a sample will be shown to Mrs. Ford. The walls of
the room need to be painted with the previously selected color
when the President is away. It will make the upholsteries, rug and
draperies all ""hang together’ in color. New draperies are being
made for this room with fabrics approved by Mrs. Ford.’



vt
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 17, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: CLEM CONGER
FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN L w E ¢

On Friday afternoon, June 13, I visited with Mrs. Ford
and went over with her your memorandum to me of

April 9 and your description of continuing projects of
the Committee for the Preservation of the White House,
updated on June 12, 1975.

Mrs. Ford was very pleased to have this helpful
description of the continuing projects. Together, we
took the description of the second f£loor projects and
went over each one as we visited the applicable rooms.
She would like to do the same with you for the ground
floor rooms and the State floor room and to review

again with you the suggestions for the second floor
rOOms.

I believe Mrs. Ford is desirous of postponing any
architectural changes in the Queen's bedroom but
welcomes the thought of replacing certain of the
furniture at this time.

As for the other suggestions, she appears desirous of
setting priorities with the realization that the entire
program will have to be extended over some years.

I know Mrs. Ford will be in touch with you on these
matters.




THE WHITE HOUSE

| ) ;4
WASHINGTON \/ sz

October 20, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: CLEM CONGER

THROUGH: PHIL BUCHEN ,- (/‘) .

FROM: DUDLEY CHAPMAN )0 £

SUBJECT: Applicability of the Advisory Committee

Act to Meetings of the Committee for the
Preservation of the White House

\

I,

You have asked whether the requirements of prior notice and open
meetings of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. Appendix
I., apply to meetings of the Committee for the Preservation of the
White House. ’

The Committee was established under Executive Order 11145 of
March 7, 1964 (Tab A). The Order designates as members of the
Committee the Director of the National Park Service, the Curator
of the White House, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, the
Chairman of the Commission of Fine Arts, the Director of the
National Gallery of Art, the Chief Usher of the White House, and
seven other members to be appointed by the President (Section 2).
The Order provides that the Committee --

""shall report to the President and shall advise the
Director of the National Park Service with respect
to the discharge of his responsibility under the Act
of September 22, 1961, for the preservation and
the interpretation of the museum character of the
principal corridor on the ground floor and the
principal public rooms on the first floor of the
White House,...'" (Section 3(a))

L
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It also provides that:

"Among other things, the Committee shall make

recommendations as to the articles of furniture,

fixtures, and decorative objects which shall be

used or displayed in the aforesaid areas of the

White House and as to the decor and arrangements

therein best suited to enhance the historic and

artistic values of the White House and of such

articles, fixtures, and objects." (Id.)
The Committee is directed to cooperate with the White House
Historical Association and to invite individuals who are distinguished
or interested in the fine arts to attend these meetings or otherwise
to assist in carrying out its functions.

IL.

Since the Committee has both government and nongovernment
members, and is authorized to give advice to both the President
and the Director of the National Park Service, the Advisory
Committee Act would apply to the performance of these functions,

III.

Your description of the Committee's activities, however, is that
it (1) does not ordinarily make recommendations to the President,
or to the Director of the National Park Service, (2) makes
decisions by equal vote of its members on the disposition of
various properties and other gifts donated by private persons

and not involving the expenditure of appropriated funds, and

(3) reports to the First Lady rather than to the President.

Iv,

In my opinion, activities of the type described under III above

are operational rather than advisory in nature and are, therefore,
not covered by the Federal Advisory Committee Act. The applica=-
bility of the Act, thereforé, will depend on the specific activities
carried on by the Committee, Functions of the kind described
under II must comply with the Act; those under III are exempt.
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Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

PROVIDING FOR A CURATOR OF THE WHITE HOUSE AND

ESTABLISHING A COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE WHITE HOUSE

WHEREAS the White House, as the home of the highest elective
officer of the United States :

== gymbolizes the American ideal of responsible self-goverament
-~ is emblematic of our democracy and our nationzl purpose.

-~ has been intimately associated with the personal and social
life of the Presideats of the United States and many of their
official acts

~= occupies a particular place in the heart of every American
citizen, and

WHEREAS certain historic rooms and entranceways in the White
House :

-- possess great human interest and historic significance
-- traditionally have been open to visitors

~-- have provided pleasure and patriotic inspiration to millions
of our citizeas

-=- have come to be regarded as a public museum and the proud :
possession of all Americans, and .

WHEREAS the Congress by law (Act of Septer:ber 22, 1951},
(75°Stat. 585) has authorized the care and preservation of the historic
and artistic contents of the White House and has given the Presidant
certain responsibilities with regard thereto:

NOW. THEREFORE, by virtue of the zuthority vested in me as
President of the United States, it is ordered as follows:

Section 1. (2) There shall be in the White House a Curator of the
V/hite House. The Curator shzll assist in the preservation and protection
of the articles of furniture, fixteres, and deccrative objects used or
¢isplayed in the principal corridor on the ground floor and the principal
public rooms on the first floor of the ¥hite House, and in such other
areas in the White House as the President may designate.

(b) The Curator shall report to the President and shall make
recornmendations with respect to the articles, fixtures, and objects to
be declared by the President, under section 2 of the Act of September 22,
1951, to be of historic or artistic interest.
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Scc. 2. There is hereby cstablished the Committee for the
Preservation of the White House, hercinafier referred to 2s the
"Committee!. The Committee shall be composed of the Director of the
National Park Service, the Curator of the White House, the Sccretary
of the Emithsonian Institution, the Chairman of the Cornmission of Fine
Arxts, the Director of the National Gallery of Art, the Chief Ushez of
the White House, and seven other mernibers to be appointed by the
President., The Director of the Nationzl Park Service shall scrve as
Chairman of the Comrmittee and shall designate an employee of that .
Sexvice to act as Executive Secretary of the Committee. Mernbers
of the Committee shall serve without corapensation.

Sec., 3. (a) The Committee shall report to the President and shall
advise the Director of the National Park Service with respect to the
discharge of his responsibility under the Act of September 22, 1931,
for the preservation and the interpretation of the rausewm character
of the principal corridor on the ground floor and the principal public
voomsa on the first {loor of the White Houze, Among other things, the
Committee shall make recormamendations as to the articles of furniture,
fixtures, and decorative objects which shall be used or displayed in the
aforesaid areas of the White House and as to the decor and arrangements
therein best suited to enhance the historic and artistic values of the
‘White House and of such articles, fixtures, aad objects.

(b) The Committee shall cooperate with the White House Historical
Association, a nonprofit organization heretoiore formed under the laws
of the District of Columbia.

(c) The Committece is authorized to invite individuals who are
distinguished or interested in the fine aris to attend its meetings or
otherwise to assist in carrying out its functions,

Sec, 4, Consonant with law, each Federal department and zgency
represented on the Committee shall furnish necessary assistance to the
Committee in accordance with section 214 of the Act of May 3, 1945,

59 Stat. 134 (31 U.S.C. 591). The Department of the Interior shall
furnish necessary administrative services for the Committee.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON
THE V/HITE HOUSE,
March 7, 19564.
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Office of the Curztor
April 9, 1975
Corrected June 12, 1975

CONTINUING PROJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE WHITE HOUSE '
Most of these projects have been ongoing during the past several years.

GROUND FLOOR

President's Library

This is the only rcom on the Ground Floor which has not been
refurbished since 1961. The room needs a 'facelifting' which
would include painting the walls, new draperies which would be
better designed and brighter in color, new upholsteries and a
new antique Bessarabian rug already purchased for the room.
The furniture would remain the same except to change the very
large center table now in the room and trade it with the smaller
drum table now in the center of the Vermeil Room.

Map Room

The room has undergone a major refurbishing and the room is
now completely furnished. The woodwork in the room needs to

be replaced the woodwork correct to the American Chippendale
furnishings of the late 18th century - woodwork which would have
been in the White House prior to the fire of 1814. It would make

a much better background for the furniture. As the room appears
now each of the three door frames are different. A correct mantel
should replace the ugly stone mantel of the 1948-52 renovation. A
new wooden floor is to be laid over the unattractive incorrect
marble floor as has been done in the Library and Vermeil Room.,
Much of the wonderful American Chippendale furniture in the room
is lent. It it should be recalled, ""new' items will have to be
purchased or borrowed.






