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STRAIGHT WIRE - SEPTEMBER 9, 1976 

Mr. John C. Feldkamp c/o The University of Michigan 1500 Student Activities Building Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 

/"' ~;10 

To the Old Braves of Michigamua and their Squaws I send heartlest greetings on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of Michiganua. I wish I could be joining in this reunion and celebration. and sharing in words of wisdom with the many Old Braves of Michigamua who have returned to Ann Arbor for this historic occasion. 
Since my initiation as "Flippuro Back" in the Tribe of 1935, I have taken great pride and satisfaction from my association with Michigamua. I continue to be guided by the sense of loyalty for the University of Michigan and by the commitment to service in its cause which 

Michigamua has honored and encouraged throughout its 
seventy-five years. 

Michigan has long been one of the great universities of the world, because its students and graduates have 
found it to be verz important and influential in their lives. My own strong feelings of respect and appreciation for the University and for what it has meant to me will 

APPROVED FOR DISPATCH 
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bring me back to Ann,Arbor next week. At that time I 

will be making my first major appearance away from 

Washington in connection with the current election campaign 

for President. 

In the true tradition and spirit of Michigamua I 

intend in this campaign to fight hard for the ~auses in 

which I believe. 

To all of you I send my very best wishes for a 

successful and joyous reunion. 

Gerald R. Ford 
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Mr. John C. Feldkamp 
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1500 Student Activities Building 
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bring me back to Ann,Arbor next week. At that time I 

will be making my first major appearance away from 

Washington in connection with the current elect1on campaign 

for President. 

In the true tradition and spirit of Michigamua I 

intend in this campaign to fight hard for the .causes in 

which I believe. 

To all of you I send my very best wishes for a · 

successful and joyous reunion. 

Gerald R. Ford 
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ALFRED OOliflifABLE OFFIOE 
1201 A.MEHIOA.N NA.TION'AL BAN'K BLDG. 

KALAMAZOO, MIO HI GAN' 

49006 

September 2, 1976 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Phil: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Michigamua 
75th Anniversary Reunion to be held next week in Ann Arbor, 
Friday and Saturday September 10 and 11. 

With the tight schedule both you and the 
President are under between now and the election, it is most 
understandable why neither you nor Jerry will be able to 
attend, as much as we will miss you both. 

I am told that over 250 Old Braves from all parts 
of the Country, many with Squaws, will participate. Will you, 
Phil, be kind enough to ask the President to send a message of 
greetings to the Reunion that could be read at an appropriate 
time? It should be sent to: 

Mr. John C. Feldkamp, Chairman 
Old Braves Council of Michigamua 
1500 Student Activities Building 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 

As you know, any words of wisdom that the 
President might send will be enthusiastically received. His 
friends throughout the long history of the Tribe are legion. 

Jerry. 

ABC:lh 

With kindest personal regards to you and President 

sincm, 

Alfr~Connable 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 1, 1976 

ELISKA HASEK 

a 
PHILIP BUCHEN / . 

75th Anniversary Celebration 
of the Michigamua, September 10-11, 
1976 

Please advise the Scheduling Off ice to assure this 
group that a message will come from the President 
if he cannot attend the celebration. 

Michigamua is a senior honor society of Michigan under­
graduates. Selections for memberships are made among 
male students at the University of Michigan at the 
end of their junior year from those who have had out­
standing records on athletic teams, student publica­
tions, and student organizations. The active organi­
zation of undergraduates invites alumni participation 
in their events and get together with alumni at 
regular reunions. The President was selected for 
membership during his senior year -- 1934-35 -- for 
his record as a football player. Each member is 
given an Indian name when he is initiated, and the Indian 
name which was given the President was "Flipum Back". 
Newsletters of the active organization to the alumni 
are invariably written in pseudo-India.nese so if you 
want to delight the members who will be attending 
the 75th Anniversary reunion, you should follow suit 
in the message you draft for the President. I will 
b e glad to help in this regard. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 15, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUCHEN 

SUBJECT: 75th Anniversary Celebration 
of the founding of Michigamua, 
September 10-11, 1976 

I'm sure you'll want me to advise Scheduling 
Office to promise a message for this event 
which the President cannot attend. 

Am I correct in assuming this organization 
would be alumni of University of Michigan 
who were involved in sports programs? 
And, if you do want a message promised, 
may I get back in touch with you closer to 
the event for suggestions on the text? 

Thank you. 

Eliska Hasek 

Atts. 



6/14/16 

Eliska -

In ·regretting this, 

could 'Y~.-~:3-Y that 
the P -wan:ts-:.l:o send 
a message? 

Thank you. 

MRawlins 

6/10/76 

NOTE FOR MARY WIDNER 

Mary -

F. Y. I. - in view of Mr. Buchen1 s letter of last 
Sept. on this to a Mr. Connable, I propose we 
regret this but check first with Eliska about 
their request for a message. 

(QA<--

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 3, 1976 

MR 

NOTE FOR MILDRED LEONARD 

Mildred -

I stamped this in before I noticed 
it -had your initials on it - I believe 
this got mixed up with our mail, 

you send along to Bill? 

'( 
MRawlins 
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The President 
The Hhite House 
Washington, D.C. 

Col. John G. Healey 
43 21 Loolrnut Road 

V irginia Beach, Virginia 23455 

ii 
I 

ritC:.SSit.G Z ___ --- -Hy dear Mr. President: ~?EAKERS EUREAU 
· ·Tf!-lER --·--

It has been 41 years since you and I and the otlj.er membe rs 
of the 1935 Tribe of Hichigamua were together in Ann ArboiWPit;.N'£bla:~T OFFICE period there has been only one general reunion of Hichig;~~~-;on the __ __, occasion of the 50th ~nniversary in 1951. 

In September of this year , however , the 75th anniversary of 
the founding of Hichigamua will be celebrated in Ann Arbor, and all 
those who have been members during those 75 years are being urged to 
return for the event • .!_, __ ~~-~_ache~-~~-__1::1'_'.._~_ ~_!ibe _<?!_~~?2_,~m_wE_iting this sp_ec_i~L~.£1.Y:~tat:.ion ~o you and I also am writing individually to our class'.Tlates . I_ am certain that you - haveaTr.eady--recefve·cf -:-from theb r~uniorl <ommittee ~~r_i_n_o_uncem-enTpe-rta.ining-to the an~iversary and I j 
the events scheduled. I will be pleased to ::irovide-- any additional / data you may desire . 

. 
You may be i nterested to know that 16 members of our Tribe I 

survive, plus Char l es Hoyt , the track coach who was our honorary ; 
initiate . I inclose , as a matter of possible interest , a list of 
those of us who are still on the rolls. / 

/ 
It is obvious that the time available to you for events such as this is extremely l imited. However , it is my ho?e and tha t of the 

reunion committee that you will be able to attend all or part of the 
program. If this _is not possible , I __ sl'.gg!3:;t that _YO_l:l_ may nt1sh ti:: send 
a rnes?_~g~ - ''."hich cq_l,!}:_sl ___ b_~ r~a~ -~~ t:_l:~e __ _!:i~_n_q_u_~~ -.§~~2-1-:i::~ay_ ~ve~~~g, _ fo!lowing the _:fo9J::);;a_ll ___ ga!Jle·. I will be honored to convey such a message for you, if you·desire. 

Please know that I am at your service . 

Very respectfully, 

I 
I 

I 

I 
i. 
I' 
·I 

ii 

I ,: 

l 



i. 

• 

TRIBE OF MICHIGPMUA 
75TH REUt~ I ON 

Address List--Tribe of 1935 

I. Col . John C. Healey , _ ( Sache~ ) 

4321 Lookout Rd. 
Virginia Beach, Va. 23455 

2. Co! . Taylor Drysdale 
5526 Parkda le Dr. 
Orlando , Florida 32809 

3. George Young Duffy 
5000 l?kesh0re Rd. 
Port Huron, Mi. 48060 

4. Wi I liam Geo. Ferris 
17 Highland St . W 
Mas sapequa, NY I 1758 

5. Gera ld R. Ford 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Wash ington, CC 20500 

6. Jos . Edward Horat Jr. 
7087 E. McDonald Dr. 
Scottsdale, Az. 85253 

7. Char les B. Hoyt 
\'loo I stock, I a . 50599 

8. Al !en D. McCombs 
700 Bruce Lane - 105 
Glenwood, I I. 60425 

9. Wi I li am J. Mcfate 
21 Lynch Blvd. 
Oil City, Pa. 16301 

10. Russe l I B. Recd 
880 Osage Rd. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15243 

11. Robe rt J. Renner 
43 Gy~sy Lane 
Youngstown, Oh. 44504 

12. John Hero Id Sherf 
440 Brentv1ood Rd. 
Dearborn, Mi. 48124 

1 3. Ph i I i p A. Si ng I eton 
South East St. 
Amhe r s t, ~a. 01002 

14. Harvey Homer Smith 
18 Sunset Dr. 
Berkeley, Ca; 94707 

15. Laur e nce D. Smith 
1549 Lake Grove Ave. S.E. · 
Grand Rapids , Mi. 49506 

16. Robert S. Ward 
1549 Vine St. 
Be lmont, Ca. 94002 

!7 . .!cnn r. Je·{:oi I 
82 Pine Crescent 
Toronto, Ontario 
CANADA M4EIL4 
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October 2, 1975 

Dear Al= 

After carefully considering your idea that the 
President be asked to serve as Honorary 
Chairman of the 75t..~~Michiga.~ua Reunion 1 I 
reluctantly conclude that we should not push 
this request. I have been working very hard 
durL~9 the time I have been here t~ limit 
the use of the President's name in such 
capacities. It seems to me that he ca.~ be duly 
honored during the course of the reunion with­
out asking that he lend his name in planning 
for t..lle program. 

I am su.ra that it will be easier for many of 
the participants in the event, who will be 
acco1npanied by their wives, if th& Squaws 
are let in on some of the fun. 

Sincerely, 

Philip w. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

X 
Mr. Alfred B. Connabla 
1201 A."'nerican National Bank 
Building 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
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ALFRED B. GO?>;:NABLE 

1201 AMErHCAN 1'ATIOXAL D.\.~K BLDG. 

KALAMAZOO, MICH IGAK 

49006 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

September 18, 1975 

Your quick response to my September 11th letter is 
much appreciated and your remarks on the President's commit­
ments and responsibilities are certainly understandable. 

That the President's activities following the 
Republican National Convention should and must be directed 
exclusively to his campaign is absolutely as it should be. 
However, I wonder if he would consider serving as Honorary 
Chairman of our 75th Michigamua Reunion. Should it work out 
that he can be present in person for any of the planned events 
it would be wonderful but, assuming the probable i mpossibility 
of this, his being named Honorary Chairman of the reunion 
would be very significant to Michigamua. 

It does seem a long way off to be planning for 
September 10 & 11, 1976, but as you know, Phil, the planning is 
the necessary key to a successful progra..~. I am delighted to 
know you wonld anticipate being there, and as I said before 
your serving on the Planning Committee in a liaison capacity 
would certainly add to the success of t he whole thing. Will 
you? 

Do let me know your thoughts in making the Saturday 
night banquet a dinner dance to include the Squaws; do you have 
any suggestions to pass along and do let me know if the President 
would allow the Planning Committee to name him Honorary Chairman 
of the 75th Michigamua Reunion. 

My warm good wis hes to you and The President . 

Hollow ~u;/der has spoken. 

Alfred {t.{Connable 
Tribe of ' 25 

I 
'} : 

'\. 
\ 

\ 
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SeptellbQ' 16, 1975 

Many thank• for your lett•r which describe• plana 
for t.1- 15th reunion of Michigaaua to be held in 
Ann Arbor on Sepu.ba' 10 ' ll, lt76. 

Unfort.wiately. i.t i• 1apoaaib1e for ~ r••ident. 
to Dake any comaitaent• ao far in advUKte, u4 I 
tJIOlild au99••t that you bring ~he •ubjeet up again 
nut •'MMr. I know t.he PreaJ.dent would H 
de11gbud to beoome involved, but •• you e& 
llaa91ne. hi• activiti•• •fur the Jtapobllcan 
ational COAftat.ion, away from Washington, 

will have to be directed uctluaively to bi• 
c.aap&J.9a. 

Tb• plane you outline ar• *>•t appeali.Ag, and I 
hope t,.,'iat. at least in •Y caae, I will 2- able to 
attan4. 

Hr .. Alfred .o. C.Onabltl 

Sil\Cerely, 

Philip W. Bueben 
counael to t.he Praaident 

lJOl Aaericu atioaal nk 
Building 

blama.oo, Michigan 49006 

1,-.· .... , . -. ~~----- , __ ------). , ,,,,. ,,,_ ... ,.. ___ - -- . . 



ALFRED B. CONNABLE 
1201 .\.!'-t ERJC4\.N NATIONAL BA~K BLDO. 

HA LA )!AZOO, MIGHIG ....... 'i 

49006 

September 11, 1975 

Mr . Philip W. Buchan 
Council to The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Phil : 

By a happy coincidence, the 75th Anniversary of the founding of 
Michigamua falls on our Nation ' s Bicentennial year -- -- 1976 . 
Plans are now being formulated for our 75th Reunion to be held 
in Ann Arbor on September 10 and 11, 1976, which corresponds 
with the opening Home football Game next year against Wisconsin. 

The Planning Committee headed by Hugh Rader of Detroit (Tribe 
of ' 38 ), and John Feldkamp (Tribe of 1 61) , Director of Housing 
at the University and Chairman of the Old Braves Advisory Council, 
have planned the following events . The Reunion weekend would 
begin with informal activities on Thursday evening, golf on 
Friday morning and early afternoon, the traditional gathering 
and ceremony at Fred Matthaei ' s Radrick Farms Friday afternoon 
and evening . Saturday, a pre-game luncheon at Crisler Arena is 
planned . On Saturday night a formal banquet would conclude the 
activities. 

At the suggestion of your Secretary , Eva Daugherty, I am putting 
this all down in writing so you can discuss it with the President 
(Flippum Back Ford, Tribe of ' 35 ), at his and your convenience! 

1) The Committee is most hopeful that the President can b e 
present for some portion of the Reunion . Early suggestions 
from him woul d be most helpful in shaping the Reunion 
activities so it would be possible for him to attend. 

2 ) The Committee hope s that he would serve as Honorary Chairman 
of this 75th Michigamua Reunion . Also that you would serve 
on the Planning Committee in a liaison capacity. 

3 ) The Committee would very much appreciate the President 
making some form of statement . For example, it could be done 
at the Crisler Arena luncheon before the ga..me , at the Sat , 
banquet following the game , at the Friday night ceremony ~ 
Radrick Farms -- -- in fact , it could be arranged in any ~ay 
that would suit Jerry's desire . 'd 

The last Reunion of Michigamua was the 25th . According to 
records in Ai~n Arbor, they had 250 to 300 people in attendance. 
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Mr . Philip W. Buchan 
Page Two 

• 

Septe~ber 11, 1975 

It was a stag affair . This time , the 75th Reunion, they anticipate an attendance of approximately 500 Old Braves. 

I am wondering about including the Squaws in some of the Saturday activities and making the Saturday night banquet a dinner dance . Do you and Jerry have any thoughts on that? 

At our 25th Class Reunion we had a substantial number of Old Braves present who thought the wives should be included in some of the events . (By the way , our new Honorary Brave , Fred Vogt , whose induction ceremony you and Paul Goebel thoughtfully attended in Grand Rapids, was very much with us at that Class Reunion last Spring .) 

Do let me know if you ~nd Jerry have any suggestions, Phil , and what commitments as outlined above it is possible for Jerry to make a year in advance . His presence and your good counsel and ideas would make this 75th Reunion an historical event for Michigan and Michigamua. 

My warm good wishes to you and The President . 

Hollow T(}ur;,;der has spoken . 

Alfred ~onnable 
Tribe of ' 25 
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Tuesday 9/9/75 

I .returned Alfred Connable's call. {016 > 382 - ssoo 

He said you and th.e President a.re both members 
of the Senior Honorary Society of tl'>...e University 
oi 1-.Aichigan. 

Next year (the bicentennial year) Michigarna 
is having its 75th anniversary • • • and already have 
a planning committee working on it and have 
scheduled a two-day program which will fall on 
Septa-mber 10 and ll. 1976, and will include the 
~uchigan-~~:Yisconsin opening football game in 
Ann Arbor. He wanted to outline briefly what 
the p~nning group has L"'l mind and get your ideas 
as to what you and the President would like. 
They would like to have the P resident as the honorary 
chairma..--i. 

I suggested that, in. view of the fact that this all 
has to be screened through the P resident's 
Scheduling Office, it would be most helpful ii 
he would write you a letter detailing the above, 
and it could be considered by that Office. 

He said he would do that -- and to g ive you bis best. 



To the Old Braves of Michigamua and their Squaws 

I send heartiest greetings on the seventy-fifth anniversary 

of the founding of Michigamua. I wish I could be joining 

in this reunion and celebration and sharing in words of 

wisdom with the many Old Braves of Michigamua who have 

returned to Ann Arbor for this historic occasion. 

Since my initiation as "Flip_,Pum Back" in the 

Tribe of 1935, I have taken great pride and satisfaction 

from my association with Michigamua. I continue to 

be guided by the sense of loyalty for the University 

of Michigan and by the commitment to service in its 

cause which Michigamua has honored and encouraged 

throughout its seventy-five years. 

Michigan has long been one of the great universities 

of the world, because its students and graduates have 

found it to be very important and influential in their 

lives. My own strong feelings of respect and appre-

ciation for the University and for what it has meant to 

me will bring me back to Ann Arbor next week. At that 

time I will be making my first major appearance away 

from Washington in connection with the current election 

campaign for President. 



2 

In the true tradition and spirit of Michigamua 

I intend in this campaign to fight hard for the causes 

in which I believe. 

To all of you I send my very best wishes for a 

successful and joyous reunion. 



H. T. SPODEN AND ASSOCIATES 
CONSUL TING ENGINEERS 

PHONE HS115J 24!5·1181 
214 COMMERCE STREET 
KINGSPORT, TENNESSl!:E 
37&&0 

September 1, 1976 

Dear Old Braves - '39 

REGISTRATION: 
KENTUCKY 
NEBRASKA 
NORTH CAROLINA 
TENNESSEE 
VIRGINIA 

Just a brief note to bring you up to date and to encourage some last 
minute decisions to attend the 75th anniversary of Michigamua 's 1901 
founding, Sept. 10 & 11, Marriott Inn, Ann Arbor - Reunion Headquarters. 

Frank Morgan - Can't find. Known to have been in Washington, D.C. area . 

Don Belden - Received Certified letter - In Des Palines, Ill. -

Bud Benjamin - Received C. 1. - Replied, Will be out of country -(Appreciate 
card) 

Phil Buchen - Rec. C. 1., Talked with Phi l in Washington, If comes will be 
at last min . 

Bob Canning - Will be there - You received his letter 

Leo Beebe - Rec. C. 1. - In Villanova, Pa. 

Horace Gilmore - Rec . C.l. - In Detroit - Is Judge, Circuit Court - In campaig1 
for re-election - completely filled schedule - can't come (hope can 
squeeze it in someway if just for minute) (Appreciate your letter ) 

Bob Hartwell - Ret. Det.Ed. - Now Pres. elec. util. in Cleveland.- Many duties. 
card says can't come- Hope will change mind-may be last chance(Appr.card: 

Ralph Heikkinen - Certified Letter returned - not atl59 0 Tully Ct ., Bloomfield 1 

Mi. - Hope someone knows his whereabouts and can reach him . Was at 74 Re . 

Leslie Hillberg - Certified Letter returned - not at Rt. 1, Box 177, Bark 
River, Mi. - Hope someone knows his whereabouts and can reach him. 

Wally Hook - Rec. C.l. - In Ada, Mi. 

Fred Janke - Rec. C~l. - In Jackson, Mi. 

Charley Kettler - Will be there 

Pete Lisagor - C. L. returned - not atl528 North Ivanhoe, Arlington , Va. 
Hope someone knows where to catch him off TV and gets word to him. 

John H. Mitchell - C.L. Ret. - not at 35 Sutton Rd . NYCity- Hope someone 
knows his whereabouts and can reach him. 

i . 
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Michigamua - '39 - 2 -

Robert D. Mitchell - Rec. C.l. - Card says no way can attend - Fine letter 
telling of many others - Is in Winnetke, Ill - not too far - hope 
will change mind and come on over (Appreciate letter, Bob) 

Walt Peckinpaugh - Rec. C.l. - Card says may be able to attend - Is in 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio. (Call Bob Hartwell at Cliffs Electric Service 
Co and talk each other into coming) 

Bob Reid - Rec. C.l. - Will be in Ann Arbor that week-end - will try to 
attend at least part of affair. (Appreciate card) 

Phil Woodworth - Rec. C. 1. - In Bad Axe, Mi. 

Hal Spoden - Will be there 
You Lit students probably wonder who the Hell I am. Had to drop out of 
school for surgery at Christmas of Senior year then Mother died and Dad 
had a very rough time on the farm - so stayed home with him to Fall of 
39, took some graduate work and finished in June of 40 - Was in Eng. 
Home was western New York State. 
Really would like to see you all. Down here in the mountains of Tennessee 
run into Michigan grcrltate or two every decade. Honestly don't remember 
when saw last one. Flight schedule not too good in our area. Have to 
arv. A.A. Thursday nite to make it and leave. there Sunday morning - so 
if anyone else also has poor schedule please do contact me. Don't know 
where will be put so check at Marriott Inn. 

He Has 



5:05 

Monday 9/13/76 

Eliska Hasek called to say that Mike Johnson 
had just come in to talk with her about 
a letter for John Patriarche and that they 
don't -- as a matter of policy -- send letters 
to electe:& officials because if they did they'd 
have to send them to everyone. So they just 
don't send to anyone ------ unless he is a 
close friend of the President. 

She had the letter on her desk to call and 
regret. She will do so first t~ing tomorrow. 

Is Mr. Patriarche a close friend of the President? 



4:45 

-

Monday 9/13/76 

I have called Mike Johnson who handles 
Presidential letters to political retirees. 

He has no record of having received a letter 
requesting a Presidential message or letter 
for John M. Patriarche who is retiring this 
Thursday after 35 years in East Lansing government. 

6220 

He will call Mss. Bernie Tucker's offiee (517) 355-2337 
and get all the details and get a letter out 
for him. (Mrs. Tucker's secretary: Vicky Conklin) 

(There is apparently a "Jack Patriarche Day" 
and there will be a reception, at which the 
letters will be presented to him in a book.) 



-

Monday 9/13/76 

3:15 Mrs. Bernie Tucker called Mr. Buchen (517) 355-2337 
to ask if there would be a letter to 
John M. Patriarche (c/o Gordon L. Thomas, 
334 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing, Michigan 48823), 
who is retiring after 35 years in East Lansing 
government -- this Thursday. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HIN GT ON 

September 21, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: KEN LAZARUS 

FROM: 
A) 

PHIL BUCHEN 1 • 
Attached is a memorandum to me from Eliska Hasek. 

I see no reason why a message could not be sent 
by the President and I would appreciate your 
giving Eliska suggested points to be covered 
in the text. 

Attachme nt 
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MEMORANDUM . 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTO:-: 

September 20, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUCHEN 

SUBJECT: 50th Anniversary of the U.S. Customs Court, 

New York City, OCTOBER 14. 

Could I please have your advice on the attached request from 

Chief Judge Boe for a Presidential message for the above event. 

As you will note when Judge Boe called me about this, I thought 

we might have to check on whether or not it was appropriate for 

the President, as head of the Executive Branch, to send a mes­

sage on the anniversary of a Judicial Branch function. 

If you feel a message is appropriate, could you give me some 

suggestions on points I could use for the text. This really isn't 

something that Justice Department feels should be sent to them -­

either for advice on a message or for a suggested text. The 

Public Information Office at Justice always suggests that the 

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts be called on requests 

like this, but this action would seem more appropriate from 

your office than mine. 

Thank you very much. 

Att. 

Elisks Hasek 

Room 121 - OEOB 

Ext. 2185 
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UNITED STATES CUSTOMS. COURT 
ONE FEDERAL PLAZA 

NEW YORK N. Y. 10007 

SENIOR JUOG!:S 

DAVID J. WILSON 
MARY D . ALGER 
SAMUEL M. ROSENSTEIN 

~ JAMES L . WATSON 

I 

HERBERT N. MALETZ 
BERNARD NEWMAN 
EDWARD D . RE 

JUDGES 

JOSEPH E. LOMBARDI 
CLERK 

DANTE A. ROBILOTTI 
MARSHAL 

212-264-2800 

Miss Eli ska A. Hasek 

September 15, 1976 

Director, Office of Presidential Messages 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Miss Hasek: 
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I appreciate greatly your thoughtfulness in talking with me re- . 
garding the invitation to President Ford to attend the Fiftieth Anni­
versary ceremony of this court on October 14, 1976, a copy of which 
is herewith enclosed. 

I can well appreciate the concern that might arise relating to 
the transmission of messages from the Executive branch of govern­
ment to the Judicial branch. As I indicated to you in our telephone 
conversation, however, I can envision no impropriety in the Chief 
Executive in this Bicentennial year noting the role of the judiciary 
in the development of our country in recognizing an anniversary date 
of one of the many Federal courts. 

We must always bear in mind that the constitutional framers 
believed and intended that the three branches of our federal govern­
ment should be complementary to each other--a fact that seems to 
have oftentimes been disregarded throughout the course of our history. 

With warm personal regards, I remain 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 
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~ Thursday 9/23/76 ~ 

4:55 Eliska Hasek called with reference to 
our referral of Bob Hartmann's 
request for a message to be sent to Judge 
Stephens on his 15th anniversary as a 
judge. Eliska said it is highly 
inappropriate and that she and Mr. Buchen 
had talked this out and agreed that it 
would not be possible to aend to all 
the judges who would be having anniversaries, 
etc. A further thing is that he is a 
U. s. District Judge a Federal job. 
Could be sitting on a case where the U. s. 
is a litigant. It would therefore be 
inappropriate for a message to be sent 
to him from the President on the 15th 
anniversary. 

5:10 Advised Eliska that you would redo the 
memo ? and advise Mr. Hartmann. 

5'. ro-9~ 
..:. 
e 
~, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 24, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ROBERT HARTMANN 

FROM: /1)7 PHIL BUCHEN ., 

Contrary to my initial reaction to your note 
of September 20 regarding Judge Albert L. Stephens, 
I think we had better not secure a message from 
the President to him. 

Because this Judge is not retiring, it is likely 
that the u. S. Government has cases pending 
before him. Thus, any indication from the 
President to honor or commend this Judge might 
be looked upon as an effort to influence the 
outcome of pending litigation. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING TON 

September 22, 1976 

ELISKA HASEK A ~· 

SHIRLEY KEY ? . 
Mr. Buchen sees no legal problem with the 
attached request from Robert Hartmann re 
Judge Stephens. 

Could someone on your staff handle and 
provide the Counsel's Office with a copy. 

Thanks. 

Attachment 

cc: Bob Hartmann 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

From: Robert 
/1~ (2( . 

T. Hartmann ~ 
To: Philip W. Buchen 

Date: September 20, 1976 

Aylett Cotton is a Stanford buddy 
of mine and a good California Repub­
lican supporter of the President. 

a.m. 
p .m. 

However, I'm not sure what our policy 
in matters such as the attached should 
be. 

Thank you. 

\ 
J 

I • 

' ,. 
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September 20, 1976 
1:35 p.m. 

Mr. Hartmann: 

Mr. Kris Whitten, a nephew of Aylett B. Cotton of 
San Francisco, who is a practicing attorney in Los 
Angeles called. (213-627-8265) 

Two years ago Mr. Whitten was the law clerk to the 
Chief U.S. District Judge in Los Angeles, Judge Albert 
Lee Stephens, Jr. 

They are putting on a surprise party for Judge Stephens 
on October 9th, celebrating the 15th anniversary of his 
appointment as a U. S. District Judge for the Central 
District of California. 

He was appointed by President Kennedy; his Commission 
was signed on September 18, 1961; he was sworn in on 
October 16, 1961. He has been Chief Judge since 1970. 
(The Chief Judge is the Administrative Officer of the 
Court.) 

If the President is willing to send a letter it should 
be addressed to: 

Judge Albert Lee Stephens, Jr. 
Chief United States District Judge 
for the Central District of California 

United States Court House 
312 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

and mailed flat (suitable for framing) to: 

Neta 

Mr. Kris Whitten 
Thelen, Marrin, Johnson & Bridges 
555 South Flower Street, Suite 4400 
Los Angeles, California 90071 

~; 

~· ~i 

~! 
~ -· 
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'.rhe R'ift.ietb .NmiverGnry ot the ll~S. Customs court 
is « ,proud t"'.i.leatone in tb61 history of 7+.t11&riean 
juriaprur.:1~z.1c•:i... It .~t.t~e~ttJ to t~f:l vi1:~1l.ity and 
e£!eotiv1Bntea;S of th~ P~d-br.a.l court. structure a3 
.t;st.a.bl1shec under Articl.e lII of our constlt.utivn. 

Th<? U ,s. Cuator;.s Coutt han p ravi<ied cli~tin ~;. uiehe(; 
urvico in tha bt.u;t inter.e.cta o :f t.hc i'.t.'l~ricttn 
peovl6.. It ha.a been a.n ilnportant vohiclc fcrr 
ansurin<; :;oms of the iil".ost l';alJio ceritl".Q.l funot:.i{'l1u1 
A111ait;rutd by tl1~ constit\ltion t.o ou.r '1"ederal cout:'t.s 
and i.naisp.fitH1Abl~ to our national wall-h~in~. In 
the S?irit of: the Constitut..ion it h~a prot.oc:ted 
in1l1.vi .. .lual llli~ ·rtiei$ a.nd fr~edo;:a.$, it n~1~ giv~n 
definitive in-t~rpr~tat.ien to FE:toeral li.\l~S and it 
l1aa be.lped to orurur~ th~ yro?~r f tJnct.1onini} of 
ou.r d~ra.tic: form of 'ifOV6Eilm$nt. 

In uur a.icent.ormial y·ear I fi:.1 .. C. in t:Uia anniver­
ua:::y a ~at tittiu<J opportu.nit:t to aekn•.>1'1la~1(3a 
the c.t:itic4l rola of th~ judi~i..ary in gen.~ral, 
~Ad of t he U .s .. Cuatoras Couz·t in pa.rtici..-lar, in. 
t . .hc cevelo?Ee..'1t of our cou.,.,.try. I kn<.»~ th~t 
tilos:ia who art! {join~; to be a:saociatoad vith tbe 
CWitoms Court in. thfi future will continua to 
ca.xry forward ita spl~ndid lreputation wU.:.hin 
ow:- judicial syatera. 

Statelllflnt to i Phil .Duchen when signed. 

GRF illasek :rk.s · . ~ 
cc:. R.Hartmanu/R.Nessen/J,Connor/P.Buchllll'n/l>.DOW'nton/B.Hasck/CF 
l~ques tod by ; Judge Boe 
EVENT:. OCTOBER 14'l'li 

-
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Norlhrrn ,Dis tri.ct of Jllinois A " -
Zl9 ,§out!! ,Drnrliorn )i'itrrr! · ·~ , 9 ,.L >-. _:r--
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lf r dir r i r ~ ]J_ 1-ir rt " 
i!.1,tnhrnptrv JJ1tcgr 

October 18 1 1976 

Honorable Philip \'J. Buchen 

Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

I regret my inability to extend to you in person my 

appreciation for your arranging a Presidential 

Happy Birthday Letter to my brother, Rabbi Richard 

C. Hertz of Detroit . He was greatly please d a nd I 

am mo s t thankful to you and the President for 

helping to make it a great day . 

I should be happy to see you the next time you are 

in Chicago. 

All good wishes. 

Most sincerely , 

[dq.rLiu:n· 

(3l.?, .J3j • )ld·l 
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Dear Dr. Hert:: 

Mrs. Ford and :r were dell9hted to leam 
that you 'fill be celebrating the qrand 
occasion of your sixtieth birthday, 
and we want t.o be sure to be i.nc1uded 
among t!lose expressing congratulations 
to you at this happy t:U:ie. 

With our warm wishes always, 

Rabbi Richard c. Hertz 
Temple Deth El 
7400 Telt?9raph Road 
Bir1P.iJN]ha, Michigan 48010 

cc: Phil Buchen 

GRP:PA~:MP:AVH:RLE:ech 

J?-A(2nd rev) 
50 
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THE WHITE H0 1JSE 

WA S H I r~ G 7 C. :.J 

SepteITher 14, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ELISKA HASEKAjlJ[.,-' 

SHIRLEY KEYi'' . _ FROM: 

Mr. Buche n would appreciate it if your 
off ice could handle the attached request 
from Mr. Frederick J. Hertz in behalf of 
his brother Dr. Richard C. Hertz who will 
be celebrating his 60th birthday on October 7. 

Attachment 

/ l i 
I , . ' 

'/. '- I I 
'r"' l(l ,t ), .. 
)~·' 
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TEE \\:HITE HOUSE 

September 16, 1976 

Dear Judge Hertz: 

In accordance with your letter, I have 
requested the appropriate off ice in the 
White House to provide a message for your 
brother, Dr. Richard C. Hertz on his 60th 
birthday. 

In connection with your contempl'ated visit 
to Washington, I suggest you call my office 
while you are here to s ee if we can arrange 
a convenient time to get together. The 
number is: 456-2632. 

Sincerely, · 

~~1t1{/.(7~u 
. . I 

Philip 11 '7. Buchen -
Cou.~se~ to the President 

The Honorable Frede rick J. Hertz 
Bankruptcy Judge 
United States Dist=ict Court 
Northern Distric~ of Illinois 
219 South Dearbo=~ St~eet 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

/ 

/ 
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~nitre ~tutcs I3istrid <houri 

lf norrirk JJ. ]-lrrh: 
filnHlirnptr!.! }Jubgr 

;Nortl~crn IDistri-rt of ]llinois 

219 ~out!! ilrnrbor:i ,§trrrt 

Qll;irngo, Jllinois 6060·! 

September 10, 1976 

The Honorable Phillip Buchen 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington , D: C. 

My dear Mr . Buchen : 

I expect to be in Washington in attendance at the Bankruptcy 
Judges Conference from October 5 through October 9 and would 
hope that your busy schedule might permit a personal visit. 
Meanwhile, I shall appreciate your consideration of the 
following personal matter . 

My brother, Dr. Richard C. Hertz of Detroit, will, on 
October 7, 1976, achieve his 60th birthday . For the past 
25 years he has been the Chief Rabbi of Temple Beth El, 
7400 Telegraph Road, Birmingham, 48010, Michigan's oldest 
Jewish congregation. Dick has been an outstanding citizen 
of that city and state by reason of his many contributions 
to public affairs as well as religious matters. For all I 
know, your paths may well have crossed previously. 

([ rf rpl!Olll' 
(31 2, ·13 5 • S5H 

Without his knowing of my suggestion, I shall greatly appreciate 
your arranging for a Presidential Happy Birthday Letter and 
Congratulations. 

Thank you in advance and I look forvard to seeing you in 
Washington . 

Hos t Sincerely, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 18, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ELISKA HASEK 

FROM: PHILIP BUCHEq. 
We have been requested to have the President send 
a telegram to: 

Mr. Egom F. Qittner 
Captain, American Seniors' 
International Team . . . • 

on the occasion of the Eighth annual American­
Japanese Seniors Gold Goodwill match to be held 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, Maui, Hawaii, 
on October 30, 1976. 

The President is an honorary member of the American Seniors' Golf Association, and I believe it appropri­ate that he send the Team Captain good wishes for a successful tournament. 

If you need further assistance, please give me a 
call. 
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OCT 18 1976 

I U. l"Hel...S ,_.. r .t 8 pt .. t.e .. 10 
......... ofyou ecla te loprlftb 
w... .. ctlft ........ J' • l 976. 

actut.owl• .. bll dais ~ I wtall tD 
....... appNCIMloa lot' ••......_,.. t.aw 
~ ........... ,.... .. .. ... ... 
cei~of._ olC...,.lael8ce 966 • 

...... _,Met •l• ................. 
ewl')' aKe••• la,.._ 1-.r .-...wr•. 

Tlae:eo.onWe 
lads• 

GERALD R. FORD 

nrT ••at.a xaa4tts 

..... io .. ·~- ., trld of Col...W. 
.. ~ c. 

cc; Amella Leakhardt 
Platt Bv.chea ../ 

G F:J'utlce:CM:AVH:a"7' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

10-22- 76 

TO: PHIL BUCHEN -~··~··- ' .. , 

BARRY ROTH~ !~ _ .);: . 
ur~~/ FROM: 

Benton Becker has sent me the 
attached draft for a message 
to be sent to Judge Alexander 
on his retirement. While 
Alexander is controversial, 
the letter is not. He is one 
of Becker's clients. If you 
approve, please sign the at­
tached memo to Eli k:J_f th' 
letter. li· 
Thank you. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 22, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ELISKA HASEK 

FROM: PHIL BUCHEN 

Attached is a draft letter from the Presi­
dent to Judge Harry Alexander commemorating 
his retirement from the D.C. Superior Court. 
A banquet in his honor is being held on 
October 27. 

I would appreciate if this could be sent as 
a letter or telegram and delivered to Benton 
Becker at the address listed on the draft. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

_,r,,_.n-.~•. -

~; ... ~ f. ~_; .. \ .. 
',._ ... 



TO: BENTON L. BECKER 
CO-CHAIRMAN 

D R A F T 

FRIENDS OF JUDGE HARRY T. ALEXA-~DER COMMITTEE 
475 L'ENFANT PLAZA, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 

Dear Judge Alexander: 

Please allow me to express my best wishes to you and 

Mrs. Alexander on the occasion of your testimonial banquet 

commemorating your retirement from the District of Columbia 

Superior Court Bench. 

Your past ten years of service to the Washington, D.C. 

community as a judge, your prior record as a trial attorney 

in the Department of Justice and the United States Attorney's 

Off ice all reflect that high degree of d e dication and pe rsonal 

uns elfishnes s that,I am conf ide nt wi ll c onti nue to characterize 

your future. 

Very sincerely yours, 

GERALD R. FORD 



I 
i 
I 
J 

• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA SHINGTON 

November 16, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ELISKA HASEK 

FROM: ~s~ 
PHILIP BUCHEN' ' • 

Please arrange to have a Presidential 
message or letter sent to Mr. David E. 
Dutcher for Mr. Kurt Krebs. 

I am sending a copy of earlier corres­
pondence. I do not believe it would 
be appropriate for the President to 
sign the certificate which is 
enclosed. 

Attachments 

, 
, 



NIEL A. WEATHERS 

ROBERT W. RICHARDSON 

DAVID E. DUTCHER 

LAW. WEATHERS. RICHARDSON & DUTCHER 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 7 40 OLD KENT BU I LDING 

ROGER LAW 

JOHN R. NICHOLS 
W. FRED flUNTING , JR . 

WILLIAM R. HINELINE 

GARY P. SCHEN K 

ALAN C. BEN NETT 

JAMES E . CHRISTENSON 

FREDERICK J. BO NCH ER 

JAMES L . WERNSTROM 

JOHN P. SCHNEIDER 

JO~ N S.MCNAUGHTON 

CHRISTOPHER L. EDGAR 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

GRAND RAPIDS. M I C HIGAN 49503 

TELEPHONE (616) 459 - 1171 

November 11, 1976 

Re: York Lodge Honor for Russel J. Weigle 

Dear Phil: 

We are all confounded by the election returns in the 
face of the superior leadership rendered this country by Presi­
dent Ford. However, since the results are in, we are hopeful 
you will return to 740 Old Kent Building. 

is the 
is an 
of 83 
hopes 
Ford. 

My long-time client, Kurt G. Krebs, whom you have me t, 
Master of York Lodge, No. 410, of which President Ford 

honorary member. Russel J. Weigle is retiring at the age 
after 20 years as secretary of the Lodge and the Lodge 
that his Certificate of Merit might be signed by President 

The event is on November 29, 1976. 

Kurt's request of October 21, 1976, is enclosed - I had 
put off mailing it to you until now b ecause of the pre ss of e l ec­
tion matters with which you were faced. 

If you could do this for the members of York, I am sure 
they would be most appreciative. 

DED:plv 
Enclosures 

B7t;;f 7 regards, 

e~ E. Dutcher 
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CRESTON INDUSTRIAL SALES 

PHONE: 616-241 -2431 

Mr. David E. Dutcher 
Attorney at Law 
740 Old Kent Building 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502 

Dear Dave: 

INC. 

724 CROFTON, S. E. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 49507 

October 21, 1976 

This is to confirm our phone conversation of 10/21/76 in regard 
to a Certificate of Merit for Russel Weigle. 

Russ Weigle has been secretary of York Lodge #410 for 20 succes~ 
sive years. He is retiring from that position at the age of 83 
years, and is deserving of some special consideration. The one 
thing that we could think of that he would cherish more than any 
gift is the certificate mentioned for meritorious service to his 
Lodge, and then have that signed by President Gerald Ford. Pres­
ident Ford is a Mason and an honorary member of York Lodge #410. 

On November 29th we are going to have a special gathering to honor 
Brother Russel Weigle and would hope that the certificate would be 
available at that time. 

I hope and pray that whe n this certificate is issued, we can still 
refer to "Pres ident" Gerald Ford forrwe need him and the country 
needs him. 

Thank you for your help, Dave. 

Very truly yours, 

/{fAb-
Kurt G. Krebs 

mh 
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Tuesdayl2/7 /76 , 

2:45 Ken Quinn (NSC) called to say he has 
spoken to Elisha Hasek's office and 
they will have the message put up in 
green and sent on to Gen. Carlos Romulo 
c/o Norman Cousins. 

Message 
for a dinner 
12/6/76 
New York 
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3:00 Shirley in Eliska Hasek's office called 2185 or 2746 
to ask a couple of questions about the dinner 
for Carlos Romulo this evaning. 

What time: 

Where? 

Who is sponsoring? 

7:15 cocktails: 7:45 dinner 

Empire Room, Waldorf Astoria 

World Federalists Association 

Phone numb•r to call. Waldorf -- (212) 355-3000 

3:15 Checked with Horman Cousins' office and then gave 
Shirley the above infonnation. Also gave her 
Couaiia' phone number. He will be in his 
office until about 7 p.m. (212) 751-7900 



• 

Friday 12/3/76 

3:45 Norman Cousins dictated the attached. 



His Excellency Carlos P. Romulo 
Foreign Minister 
The Government of the Philippines 
c/o Norman Cousins 
488 Madison Avenue 
Tenth Floor 
New York, New York 

Carlos P. Romulo has always been a valiant 

warrior for peace and for a world in which human 

beings everywhere can experience their full 

creative growth. I salute him as a leader in 

the quest for world peace under law. 

Gerald R. Ford 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 6405 

URGENT ACTION 

December 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELISKA HASEK 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JEANNE W. DA VIS 

Presidential Message to Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Carlos P. Romulo 

Phil Buchen r equested (Tab B) that the NSC urgently prepare a. 
Presidential telegram for trans1nittal through Norman Cousins to 
Philippine Foreign Secretary Carlos Romulo. Secretary Romulo is 
being honored at a dinner this evening (December 6) in New York. 
Milt Friedman, of Bob Orben' s office, has approved the proposed 
Presidential message at Tab A. 

You are requested to urgently dispatch this message to Mr. Cousins 
at 488 Madison Avenue, 10th Floor, New York, New York so that it 
may arrive in time for U1e dinner this evening. 



Carlos P. Romulo is one of America's oldest friends. His 

involvement with the United States extends from our common efforts 

in World War II, through years of preserving peace and building the. 

family of nations, until the present day, when a new relationship is 

evolving between our two countries. He has served as President of 

the General Assembly of the United Nations, Philippine Ambassador 

to Washington and now as Foreign Secretary. The diplomatic career 

of Secretary Romulo has been one of the most distinguished of the 

modern era. It has been a distinct honor for me to know him and work 

with him. I join with you tonight in saluting Secretary Romulo as a 

great statesman and champion of peace. 



( 
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TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 6, 1976 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

PHIL BUCHEN~ 
• 

As I told you, Norman Counsins 
would like a telegram to 
General Carlos Romulo, now 
Foreign Minister of the 
Philippines. The General is to 
be honored at a dinner this evening 
in New York. A proposed draft of 
message is attached. Please 
advise promptly as to whether this 
or a modified version should be 
sent. 

CJ
·~, Fo·· 

~ .. 
. 
' . 

,!) 

' 
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His Excellency Carlos P. Romulo 
Foreign Minister 
The Government of the Philippines 
c/o Norman Cousins 
488 Madison Avenue 
Tenth Floor 
New York, New York 

Carlos P. Romulo has always been a valiant 

warrior for peace and for a world in which human 

beings everywhere can experience their full 

creative growth. I salute him as a leader in 

the quest for world peace under law. 

Gerald R. Ford 



TO: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date tL/t.? 

------------------~--
FROM: BARRY ROTH/!/(. 

ACTION: 

Approval I Signature 

Comments /Recommendations 

For Your Information 
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12/23/76 

When I talked with Mr. Buchen in Texas 
he said you and Barry should talk about 
it and see if it should be turned off -­
or possibly check it with Bob Barrett. 



EDWARD GOTTLIEB & ASSOCIATES LTD. 
NEW YORK WASHINGTON l..OS ANGELES CHICAGO PARIS 

818 - 18TH STREET, N . W. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 

GORDON L . SMITH 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

(202) 331-7520 

CABLE ADDRESS' EDGOTTLIEB 

December 21, 1976 

The possibility that President Ford might consider an appro­
priate floral salute to the University of Michigan Wolverines on 
the eve of their appearance in the Rose Bowl is exciting indeed. 
In writing to amplify our telephone discussion, I can assure you 
that the more than 14,000 members of Florists' Transworld Delivery 
would be honored to be a part of such a salute . 

We believe our basic idea is quite practical and easy to carry 
out. With the President's approval, we would construct the school 
emblem in flowers. It would be a very large Michigan block "M", in 
yellow, on a blue football-shaped background. We would have it ready 
for presentation to the team prior to the game. The time and place 
of the presentation would be chosen in cooperation with you or persons 
you may wish to designate. A week's time should be suf f icient for the 
actual making of the floral piece since FTD already has a large design 
team in the Los Angeles area in connection with the Rose Parade. 

You asked how FTD would benefit from this activity. First, we 
seek no connnercial benefit whatever. FTD, as an intercity service 
organization of retail florists, would receive credit for designing 
and making the floral salute. In the broad sense, it would benefit 
from the participation of its president in the ceremony. The role of 
FTD's president, who is Ben Veldkamp of Denver, Colorado, would be 
determined in light of your suggestions as to others who might take 
part in the presentation on behalf of President Ford. 

Although the President does not plan to attend the game , we 
believe that the inspiration he can give the team would be very well 
expressed in the colorful flowers designed to cheer the Wolverines 
on to victory. Such a presentation would also be, we think, an 
auspicious beginning for the President 's future position as Visiting 
Professor at the University of Michigan. 
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Since both Friday and Saturday this week are holidays, I will 
plan to call you early on Monday, December 27. If you have questions 
or need further information, I can be reached over the weekend, 
including Friday, December 24, at 261-3283, in Crofton, Maryland. 

We hope that you and the President will look with favor on 
this proposal, and we would gladly cooperate in every way possible 
to make the presentation an outstanding success. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gordon L. Smith 
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