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(Pullen)JC/PT January 13, 1975 
SECOND DRAFT 

STATEMENT FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING'S DAY, WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 15, 1975 

On the 46th anniversary of the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

it is appropriate to review the progress of this nation in securing civil 

rights for all our citizens. 

Many of the social and political changes Dr. King envisioned as 

a civil rights leader are now taken for granted. But progress is not 

counted by past success. 

)Ve must continually renew our commitment to the cause of 

justice and equality. 

Dr. King helped lead the way to passage of the Voting Rights 

fneo,-1 ;',;.,fAcf~y,d 1i-s -
Act of 19 65~ wffi.e.h I supported

1
\.along -wi~ five-year extension in 1970. 

h .d r'.l'J) f . · 
_,. I • 

This l aw has/\ open~ our political processes to full black participation 

and we must safeguard these gains through another five-year extension 

of the Act . 
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- 2 -

Later this week, I will forward to Congress details for such an 

extension. I believe the right to vote is the function of political freedom 

in this country~ It must be protected. 

During his lifetime, Dr. King received the Nobel Peace Prize 

and numerous other awards. But shortly before his death seven years 

ago, he said he preferred to be remembered not for those honors, but 

for service to his fellow man. 

Dr. King is remembered as he wished -- and his memory continues 

to inspire hopes for America. His work did not die with him -- and 

that is the highest tribute of all. 

# # # 

~----------·-- -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 22, 1975 

Dear Bob: 

I regret the delay in responding to your request to use the Seal 
of the President in connection with the report of the Presidentts 
Committee on Mental Retardation on The Mentally Retarded 
Citizen and the Law. 

As you stated in y"our letter, use of the Seal is limited by statute 
and Executive Order . I have enclosed the Seal; however, it 
should be used only on the same pag,e of the text that contains 
the President 1 s dedication, I know you will under stand. 

I also look forward to getting together with you again. With 
best wishes. 

Mr . Robert A . Collier 
Collier, Shannon, Rill & Edwards 
1666 - K Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Sincerely, 

Philip W . Buchen 
Counsel to the President 



Robert A. Collier 
Thomas F. S hannon 
James F Rill 
Max N. Edwards 
William W Seal! 
Philip C. Olsson 

Donald E. d e Kieffer 
Barton J . Menitove 
Ronald K. Kol ins 
Richard E . Schwartz 
John H.Young 
J. Stephen Street 
David F. Zoll 
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Collier, Shannon, Rill and Edwards 
Attorneys at Law 

1666 K Street, N. W 
\Vashington. D. C. 20 006 

December20, 1974 

The Honorable Phillip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

' The White House 
Washington , D. C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

Telephone 
1202> 1ss-1m 

Cable Address 

Cotshan-Washington 

Ol Counsel: 

Sianley R. Rader 

The publisher of the report by the President's Committee 
on Mental Retardation entitled "The Mentally Retarded Citizen and the 
Law" has requested permission to reproduce the Presidential Seal in 
conjunction with the dedication signed by President Ford. 

I believe that this publication of the Presidential Seal would 
comply with the executive order controling its use. I would appreciate 
it if you would look into this matter and if approval is granted, forward 
to me a color reproduction of the Seal which I will furnish to the 
MacMillan Publishing Company, Inc. 

Sorry we have n't s een each other lately. Have a fine , and 
I hope , restful holiday season. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Si=ltS/r 
ROBERT A. COLLIER 
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Robe1·t A. Collier 
Thomas F Shannon 
James F Rill 

• 

Collier, Shannon, Rill and Edwards 
Attorneys at La.w 

1666 K Street, N. W. 
\Vashington. D. C. 20006 

October 9, 19 74 Telephone 

120211s5-1m 

Ma'<. N. Edwards 
William W Scott 
Philip C. Olsson 

Donald E. de Kieffer 
Barton J. Menilove 
Ronald K. Kol ins 
Richard E . Schwartz 
John H. Young 

Gable Address 

Golshan-Was hington 

Of Counsel: 

S!anley R. Rader 

J . Stephen Street 
David F Zoll 

The Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Phil : 

The Presidential dedication for The Mentally Retarded 
Citizen and the Law , which was revised by you , is entirely satisfactory 
to us and I am most appreciative of everything you have done to help us 
finalize this dedication. 

As I told Jay French in your office today , the procedure for 
the dedication is that it be signed by the President on White House 
stationery just as you would want it to appear in the printed volume. 
When that is complete, Mr. French will advise me and I will have it 
picked up and will then transmit it to the editor of the MacMillan 
Publishing Company . In that manner , we will make certain that it is 
properly handled at that end . Attached is a Xerox copy of the draft as 
rewritten by you. 

Thanks again. Kindest personal rega 

RO BERT A • COLLIER 

Enclosure 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHfNGTON 

Opportunity for every individual to develop his 

full potential has long been an American ideal. 

We judge our success or failure as a Nation by 

the norms of justice and equality under the law. 

The treatment we have accorded mentally 

retarded and other handicapped members of our 

society tests our success and challenges our 

ideals. Only recently have we sought to assure 

the right of mentally retarded citizens to develop 

their full potential, to share in the bounty of our 

land and to receive equal justice under the law. 

The President's Committee on Mental Retardation 

has stood for nearly a decade as the symbol of 

Presidential dedication to securing these rights 

to mentally retarded Aznericans. This volume, 

sponsored by the President's Committee, is a 

further step toward the achievement of that goal .. 

The lawyers, scholars, social scientists, and 

parents who have produced this remarkable col­

lection of papers and comm.ents challenge each 

of us -- executive, legislator, judge, citizen -­

to make our goals of justice, equality, and 

opportunity a reality for the mentally retarded 

citizens among us. 

.. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W AS HING T ON 

3:50 

Robert Collier 
called re his letter of 
12/20 
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Tuesday 9 /25 /74 

10:30 Bob Collier called to say hello to you -- and to remind 
that h e wrote to you on September 6 requesting your 
assistance concerning a proposed Presidential dedication 
of a report of the P resident 1 s C omrnittee on Mental 
Retardation entitled ''The Mentally Retarded Citizen and -
the Lawo 11 

Dn 9 /17 /74 - Jay sent it to Dudley Chapman -- after 
discussing it on .the phone. 

785-1777 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 24, 1974 

i'v1EMORANDU1'.1 FOR: JAY FRENCH 

FROM: DUDLEY CHAPM_AN lJ.-C 
SUBJECT: Bob Collier 1 s Request 

If revised as suggested, I would have no objection to authorizing r I this statement. The reason for the omissions and word substitutions I have suggested is that the omitted language tends to commit the President to a value judgment on views of which we are all ignorant. As originally drafted, the statement would imply an endorsement of any number of· criticisms, conclusions and proposals that could later become embarrassments. 

\ 
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THE WHITE ll( >L: SE 

WASHINGTON 

9 /17 /74 

To: Dudley Chapman 

From: Jay French 

As discussed. Thanks. 

.., , 

.· 



Robert A. Collier 
Thomas F. Shannon 
James F Rill 
Max N. Edwards 
\Villiam W Scott 
Philip C. Olsson 

Donald E. de Kieffer 
Barton J. Meni!ove 
Ronald K. Kol ins 
Richard E. Schwartz 
John H. Young 
J. Stephen Street 
David F. Zoll 
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Collier, Shannon, Rill and Edwards 
Attorneys at La.w 

1666 K Street. N. W 
\Vashington. D. G. 20 0 0 6 

September 6, 1974 

The Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
v\fashington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

Telephone 
c202J 1as-1m 

Cable Address 
Colshan-Washington 

Ol Counsel: 
Stanltry R. Rader 

Appropo our conversation today, I am attaching hereto a copy of a letter together with enclosures from Lavvrence Kane relating to the proposed Presidential dedication of a report of the President's Committee on Mental Retardation entitled "THE MENTALLY RETARDED CITIZEN AND THE LA.W. 11 

I have the honor to serve as a member of the President's Committee on Mental Retardation and have been active in focusing the attention of the President's Committee on this long neglected area of due process and legal rights for the mentally retarded. This publication is a culmination of months of effort .and has been a major undertaking by the President's Committee. The attached contains a draft of a proposed dedication by the President to which I have made a contribution. Believe me Phil there is no pride of authorship and the wording of the dedication can and should be changed to most fully express the President's wishes. 

I firmly believe that this will serve as an excellent means for the President to publically dedicate a major work by the President's Committee and will identify the Preside nt in an area that is of major concern to over 20 million citizens of our country. 

: \ 
\ 



Counsel to the President 
·September 6, 1974 
Page Two 
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I urge t hat every consideration be given by the President to this 
dedication. As pointed out, because of the printing schedule an early decision 
would be appreciated. 

Enclosures 

Kindest perso~_a'.cZ:rd_ s, 
/ ----- / /Y" 

'--------27 

ROBERT A. COLLIER 

~. '"· 

L
-~" "-, 

-.. 
;-

ft> 

·~ 

"' .; 

\ 
\ 
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September 3, 1974 

Mr. Robert A. Collier 
Collier, Shannon, Rill & Edwards 
Attorneys at Law 
1625 Eye Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of last week I am enclosing some draft language that might be used by the President for a dedication of THE MENTALLY RETARDED CITIZEN AND THE LAW. The President and his staff may want to use other language; this is only one possibility. It is important for us to try to secure an early decision, however, on the question of whether or not the President will be willing to provide a short dedication for the 
volume. Needless to say, I feel that mentally retarded citizens, and the President's Committee on Mental Retard­ation, would be greatly benefited by such an introduction. 

THE MENTALLY RETARDED CITIZEN AND THE LA.W is a landrnark volume in our efforts to insure that the legal system benefits, rather ·than discriminates against, mentally retarded citizens. The volume contains 22 major scholarly papers on various aspects of law and mental retardation, and over 35 reaction .comments to the papers. It will probably run 800 pages. The contribu­tors and editors of the volume are outstanding attorneys, scho­lars, social scientists, and consumers. The topics in the volume include many in which legal frontiers are being explored here for the first time . I am enclosing a copy of the table of contents of the volume for your use. 



Mr. Robert Collier 
September 3, 1974 
Page 2 
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A major focus of attention of the President's Committee 
has long been in the area of law and mental retardation. The 
predecessor of the President's Committee, the President's Panel 
on Mental Retardation, issued a special Task Force report on 
Mental Retardation and the Law. They set forth some basic prin­
ciples and called for increased scholarly attention to this long 
neglected area. This effort has been pursued by the Law and 
Ethics Committee of the current President's Committee . The 
President's Committee decided in 1971 to pursue this goal 
through a conference and publication to be sponsored by the 
Corrnnittee. With the assistance of then-Secretary Elliot 
Richardson, Mr. John Twiname, and Mr. James Garrett, funding 
was obtained and the project begun. THE MENTALLY RETARDED 
CITIZEN AND THE LAW is thus the culmination of 12 years of 
efforts of the President's Committee and the President ' s 
Pane l, and h as been a major focus of efforts for the President ' s 
Committee over the past three years. 

I will appreciate your bringing to the President's attention , 
if you have an opportunity to do so, this question o f whether he 
would be willing to provide a dedication, or some other appro­
priate introductory statement f or T'd.E MENTALLY RETARDED CITIZEN 
AND THE LAW. 

Looking forward to seeing you at our next meeting in 
October. 

Warm regards. 

LAK,Jr/wg 
Encs: 1/ 

2/ 

Yo~ ver~ truly, 

\;LQ( A. Kane, Jr. 

Draft dedication stateme;t o~President Ford 
Table o f Contents for volume "The Mentally 
Retarded Citizen and the Law 

DIN S MOR E , SHOHL, COATES & DEUPREE 



• 

DRAFT 

PRESIDENTIAL DEDICATION 

FOR 

THE }fEN'"TALLY RETARDED CITIZEN AND TIIE L.A..W 

A collection of papers and reaction cotmients sponsored 
by the President's Con!!!littee on Mental Retardation and 
to be published by, The Free Press a division of 
Macmillan Publishing Co. 

Opportu..-iity for every individual to· develop his full potential has 
1ong been an A.>nerican ideal. We judge our success or failure as a 
nation by the nor.ns of justice and equality under the la1.1. The treat­
ment we have accorded mentally retarded and other handicapped meQbers 
of our society tests our success and challenges our ideals. Only 
recently have we sought to assure the right of mentally retarded 
citizens to develop their full -potan,tial> to share in the bounty of 
our land> and to receive equal justice under the law. 

The President's Committee on .Mental Retazdation has stood for t10re 
than a decade as the symbol of Presidential dedication to securing these 
rights to mentall retarded .Anerica..~3. This volume, sponsored by the 

---Pres id.en -- s Corr:mittee, is a (fa.rgQ) step to-ward the achieve!!lent of that · 
goal. It pierces t ; us ice an ep_ vation 
long exc uded mentally retarded individuals from their rightful 
full citizens of our great nation. It explores legal doctrines long 
used to restrict mentally retarded individuals and demonstrates the 

roper place of the law as ~uarantor of ·ustice and equalit • .e 
lawyers, scholars, social scientists, a..•d parents who av2 iQi~ei . tQ~ 

.ge~J producef'this remarkable collection of papers and comments -
ch · enge each of us~executive, legislator, judge, citizen~to make . 
our goals of justice , equality , and oppor~unity a ~eality for the 
mentally retarded citizens 21""..0ng us. 

Gerald R. Ford 
President 
The United States of Arn...erica . i 
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10145 Called Mar1aret Bosak -- Onedna• 8ectioa of 2852 

lt.olaad EWott'• office -- ahe will prepan a birthday 
areetlna from the Pl'ealdeat. 

Called Thoma• Fmr'• home to aak where (203) 966-8235 

the party woaW be aarl wbat time for 
Mre. Clar-•• s. o-ter • A habyaltter (Mra. Aylward) 

wwered and 1a" me two mambera to reach 
Mr. I'• ill ONIMI Rapid••• aeltbu ofwblch auwered. (616) 949-3938 

or 
949-3937 

Mr. alMI Mra. Dockery 
'61 Manhattan Rd. • s. E. 
Gl'&llfl Rapt.de, Mlchlpa 

Mr. aad Mra. .Dater 

I thea called the Unlveralty Club and talked.... (616) 456-8623 

Mra. Hauea: •he aaid •he'cl H 11ad to •ee that 

the me••aa• waa clellyeftld la time for the dlmt.er 
wblch will be held at 7:30 p.m. 
&t the Ualvenlty Club, fl Vmadeaber1 Cmter, 
1025 ow Kent Bank Bulldma. aram:1 &aplcla, Mich. 49502 

2145 Callecl Florence Bl'OW'll aM dictated tbe attached m••aa• 
ud •be wm type it "P aad take it to Mra. Haaaen. 



February 3, 1975 

e•••I• dictated by Margaret Bosak ID .Rolai¥1 

to 'be phoned to Florence Brown for delivery to the Unlver•lty 
. 

Club 1n Grand Rapld• -- to Mra. Han.9en1 

Dear Mra. Daters 

you are celebrating the arand occa1loa of yO\U' ninetieth blrthday, 

and we want to be sure to be included among tho•• expr••lna 

ccm1ratulatlon9 to you at thla happy time. Surely thla l• a •pec1al 

day I.or all of your friend• and famlly. May the rlcbeat bl••lna• 

of health and happlne•• be your• today and throughout the yeara. 

With OUl' con1ratulation• and wanneat birthday wish.ea. 

lncerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

Mr•. Clarence s. Dexter 

UDlveral.ty Club 

fl Vandeaber1 Center 

1025 Old Kent Bank BWldlna 

• 
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Monday 2/3/75 

10:30 It is routine to aend birthday card• from the President 
to "aenior citizens" over 80. 

However, in view of who it is and the sbortne•• of thne, 
I thought I'd better check how you want me to handle this 
one? 

Memo? 

Phone call from me? 

Phone call from you? 

Check with Mildred Leonard? 



The President 
Tha ~"'hi.ta House 
1800 ?~nn~ylvani.a ~~~nee 
Waahington. D.C. 200061 

Dear Mr. President: 

Janu:ary 30, 1975 

At the Univarsit:7 Club at Grand Rapids. Michigan on 
Monday night, February•3 my wife's gr~her, HH. Clarence s. 
Dexter will be celebrating her 901:h birthday. 

As I am sura you ara awara Mrs. Dexte-r haa spent, I 
believe, her entira life in Grand Rapids and with pride I' think 
it: is saie to s..ay she baa tntly been one of tbe outstanding 
citizans of that C01111JUnity. 

I know she i.9 especially proud of bavt...:ig you an<l your 
~..fe i!l the w'hita House and I know it ;rould mean a lot to her 
if you could in some vay extend youT greetings to her 011 this 
occasion. 

With many thanm, 

cc: Mr. Phillip Buchen 
Counsel to the President of 

the United States 

P.S. Mr . Buchen: 

I have never done anything like this before in my 
life but I know my uncle-in-law, Joe Dockery, would have 
thought to do the same were he alive. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 17, 197 5 

MEMORANDUM TO: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: JACK MARS~ 

Phil, I have no problem with the substance of the attached 
proposed letter from the President to the American Society 
of Association Executives. 

I simply want to clear with you before going ahead with the 
sending of such a l etter . 

Since time is a factor, I would appreciate an early response. 

Thanks. 

OK 
rpw 11. 

I 
I 

·i 

I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
I 

I 
! 
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Dear Mr. Taylor: 

The Bicentennial Year offers a unique opportunity to strengthen 

relationships between the United States and other nations. This 

commemoration, among other things, will highlight our historic, cultural 
_-..-" 

and economic ties to the rest of the world~ therefore, we hope that the 

observance of this nation ' s 200th anniversary will be recognized 

throughout the international cormnunity. 

I am aware that the American Society of Association Executives 

has been working with our State Department to build a better educational 

and cultural bridge through associations to the rest of the world. With 

this in mind, on the occasion of your next annual meeting to be held 

in Paris and Montreux, I wish to urge your members to encourage 

associations of other nations to bring their groups to the United States 

during ou~ Bicentennial and in future years. 

Your members can also use this occasion to build stronger trade 

and cultural ties to their counterpart associations, not only to enhance 

better understanding but also to contribute to the exchange of goods and 

services between nations. 

The 1975 annual meeting of the American Society of Association 

Executives can be of great benefit to the United States and the family 

of nations. The participation of your members holds a promise of 

significant accomplishments toward greater international cooperation 

and understanding. 

Hr. R. William Taylor, CAE 
President 

Sincerely, 

Gerald Ford 
President 

American Society of Association Executives 
1101 16th Street, NW 

Washington, D. C. 20036 
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.February 2.2. ,, 1975 

Dea:t Ed: 

~ hank you £0.J: you..r coul"tesy L-:i :lilari.ng w ith us 
the letter ~rou received f :rom Mz. Pete.r z . 
Ingerman. who s tates his- opposition to the ase 
of the phras~ 11in the year oi Ou.%' Lord n in th& 
recitation co.nclu.ding Pre-s-idential pr-ocla-inati.ons 
and executive otiiers. 

Plea.s6 asaar~ ~Ir. Inge:man that hb view~ h ave 
been .fully noted. 

Sincerely. 

l j 
·' Ir-. ..- .-. 
lJ'<'_,\ r I 

Vernoa C . ~.n 
I\ .. pl!t_tj A s a-istani 
to the P!'esident 

The .Eonor:able E dwin B . Fo.rsythe 
B ousa of Representatives 
1Yashi.n.g~ D~ C . 20515 

b ee w /inc to Philip Buchen - FYI 

VCL:VO:jlc 
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EC\VlN 8. FORSYTHE 
M E MBER: 

331 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE 8U1LDING 

CoMMITIEZ ON EoUCATtON AND LAeoR 
\ 'VASH!NSTON, D .C. 20515 

20.l-225-4765 
COMMITTE f: ON 

MERCHANT MARINE A...'\10. Fl~HERlES 

,.,, 
y 'y 

C'>f 
/"' 
\ 

<!ongrtf{~ of tbe 'mlniteb ~tate~ 
J!)ou.se of l\epre.sentatibes 
~a%bington, i3.Qt:. · 20515 

February 17, 1975 

Congressional Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Sirs: 

I am contacting you on behalf of my constituent Mr . Peter Z. Inge~an of 40 Needlepoint Lane, Willingboro, New Jersey 08046 . 

As you will note from the attached letter, Mr. Ingerman believes that the wording used in Executive Orders and Procla­mations (i.e., in the year of our Lord) constitutes a form of 1religious discrimination. 

Your assistance in responding to Hr. Ingerman's comments would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for your time and attention to this request . 

EBF:bam 
Enclosure 

r~ 4/'~ 
I Edwin B. Forsythe 

Member of Congress 



40 NeGOLe}'OINT L-\. tt(:; 

<.DlLUNCGORO, N. J. 080..:.6 

1975 Februory 6 

Congressman Edwin B. Forsythe 
331 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Forsythe: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter of February 4, 

addressing th9 p=oblem tha~ I r2 is ed of disc~imina~ian on ~~2 

basis of religion on the part of the government. 

As you may have anticipated, none of the information you were 

kind enough to send addresses my specific problem. That is, 

undoubtably, my fault for not having stated the problem clearly 

in the first place --- and I herewith remedy that fact. 

On June 19, 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed Executive 

Order 11 030 "Preparation, Presentation , Filing, and Publication 

of Executive Orders and Proclamations". That Executive Order 

was modified an May 23, 1967, by Executive Order 11.354, signed 

by President Lyndon 8. Johnson, that added a section: 

(g) Proclamations issued by the President shall 
conclude with the following-described recitation 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand this day of , in the year 
of our Lord , and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the • 

It is this paraqraph, now appearing as 1 CFR 19.1(g), that I 

feel discriminates on the basis of religion. 

While I recognize that the plurality --- and, perhaps the 

major ity --- of the citizens of this country profess some 

form of Christianity, there is a significant portion of the 

population that does not. 

I would not in any way wish to abridge the right of any citizen 

of the United States the right to the religion of choice, and 

in particular would not wish to question the right of a President 

of the United States to be religious. But I do believe that·· 

I can question whether the office of the ~res ident of the 

United States should promulgate the espousal of a particular 

religious orientation --- Christianity --- together with t he 

promulga tion of Proclrimations. 

Please note that my objection is not to the arbitrary assumption 

of a starting point for the counting of years; the starting point 

is arbitrary, and it might as well be 1975 years a F objection 

is specifically to the r el i gious orientation inhe ~t in ~ e 

phrase "of our Lard". · ; 

• 

Sincerely you~s, 
.. --, ·----~ . ~ 

\Al 
~ 

.. --,. ,_ ~-- ("" \' .,. (\ '-.:> 
~ ....... .._. --.. ,-~---....... .. _ 

Peter Zil ah y Ingerman 
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T HE WHITE H O USE 

WA S HI N GTON 

3/13/ 75 

iV1r . Buch en: 

Do you want me to 
give this information 
to Eliska1s office now? 

Eva 
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March 13, 1975 

Mr . Conable called. He sencT.shis r egards to Mr. Buchen and the President. 

Donald T. Nichols 
Retirement Dinner - March 21 

born February 1913 , G r and Rapi ds 

Graduated Grand Rapids Central High School 1931 

Graduated University of Michigan 1936 

Hired by General Motors June 22, 1936 
Has 39 years of service 

Served with US Navy 1943-46 - Retired with rank of Lieutenant 

Resident Controller, Fisher Body Plant, Pittsburgh, Penna. 
and then Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Roommate of President Ford at University of Michigan 

Letter should be sent to : 

Mr. M. J . Hanl ey, Jr. 
Plant Manager 
GM Corp. 
Kalamazoo Fisher Body Division 
Kalamaz oo, Michigan 4 9001 

(Mr. Hanley wrote a letter to the President inviting him 
to Mr . Nichols' retirement dinner.) 

JANE 
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. March 12 , 1975 
:N1r . Bud!.en: 

:Nlr . Conable 1 s Secretary called 
and left the following mes sage : 

Mr . Conable is collect-'..ng -tl:ie 
i:nior~nation you wanted and he 
will call Thursday. He should 
have the information by then. 

Jane 

I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 
I· 

i 
I 
I· 

·-
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3 / ll/ 75 

Shirley: 

Alfred Connable will be calling 
M r. Buchen tomorrow. 

And then we can let Shirl ey in 
E liska Hasek1 s office know. 

Eva 

.... . 
-~ -... .:::: . 

).. . 
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Monday 3/10/75 

4!20 Whenever you want to call Al Connable in 

Kalamazoo~ the:re are the two following: 

Alfred Connable 
O:ffic e Irusu:ranc e 

12 O Am.ezic:an National Bank Building 

. ...,_;..... ;:::::~ 

Alfred B. cw:m.able 
3810 Greenleaf Circle 

(616) 38Z-5800 

(616) 375 .. 142z 
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Thursday 3/6/75 

5:20 Elisk.a. Hasek is ddng a Presidential Message for 
Donald To Nichols, who is retiring as Plant Comptroller 
in the Fisher Body, GM Corp. in Kalamazoo - - and is 
being honored on lvla.rch 21. 

They would like to know if he was a room.ate of President Ford. 

Shirley 2185 

·-
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3/7/75 

To: Dick Lukatat 

From: Eva Daughtrey 

Mr. Buchen aeked me to 
1end you thl• • - a• a re•ult 
of your phone conver•atlon 
wlth bhn yeaterday • 

.. 
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Friday 2/28/75 

9: 50 Eliska mentioned yesterday that the President had cut a 

tape on this bicentennial package. I told her we had 

received a letter from John D. Rockefeller, 3rd, with 

a draft letter for the President1 s signature - - so she 

suggested calling D~~~ ~~~t~dt. Mr. Lukstadt: said 2800 

he got in on all this ex post facto - - he would have 

recommended to the President not to even do the taping 

if he had been in on it earlier. It is a very fine program 

but----- these things could be interpreted as an endorsement 

by the President ----and then all the groups everywhere 

would expect theirs to be endorsed also. 

Feels it might be wise to talk with you about the whole 

thing - - so you could decide what to do with the Rockefeller letter. 

(Dick has talked with John Marsh about all this too} 

! 9! 

/ ~ 
i , oo' 



Room_ 5600 

• 

30 Hockefeller- Plaza 
N e-\\' York, N. Y 10 o ~ o 

February 19, 1975 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

C lrc l e 7 -37 00 

It was good to see you again at the dinner for the Vice President last·week. 

My warmest thanks to you for your help in connection with our Bicentennial Declaration. You indicated that it was not practical for the President to sign the Declaration personally but that you felt sure he would be glad instead to sign a personal letter in support of our efforts. 

Attached is a draft of such a letter which from our point of view would be helpful. 

With warm best wishes , I arn 

Mr. Philip W. Buche n 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely, 

JJ.IJ2-g ~,fll_ 2( 
John D. Rock~eller 3rd 
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DRAFT LETTER FROM PRESIDENT FORD 

2/19/75 

Dear Mr . Rockefeller : 

I a-:_:>preciated the oppo.::-t uri i ty of talki ng with you recently 

about the forthcoming Bicentennial. 

Particularly, I was interested in the Bicentennial Declara-

tion which you brought to my attention believing that the four point: 

which it makes are fundamental in this critical period of our histor~ 

You have my wholehearted support in your efforts to bring the Declar' 

tion e££ectively to the American public.r:-As you know, I was pleased 

to tape a statement for the closed circuit program concerning the 

Declaration.J 

Recognizing the magnitude o f the com.~unications problem in-

volved, I was gratified to learn of the close working relationship 

which you have established with Mr . Warner and the American Re volu­

tionary Bicentennial Administration {ARBA),~s we ll as t he suppor t 

which you have been receiving in the private sector , particularly 

from the mass media and major business corporations...J 

In closing, may I express again my warm thanks to you f or 

the 
~tfort> 
1-E:ade~ a:lip which you are lftaking on behalf of the Bicentennial. 

The hour is late and eff orts such as yours are the f inal 

r esult . 

Yours sincerely , 
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Tuesday 2 /13 / 7 5 

':1:55 R.uss Rour!ca wanted you 'o ee this -- .('eels you will 

U!l"1QUOta<ily be auad about this at the dinner this 

e vening in New Yo:rk ------ by John D. Roc~afeller .. 3rd • 

. -
~ 

... 

. ·· ·: 

. ~ 

... 
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THE WHJTE HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

February 14, 1975 

ME.MORANDU.M FOR: PAUL THEIS 

FROM: 
N /.2 

PHILIP BUCHEN \.lJJd. 

Attached is a copy of a Bicentennial declaration 
prepared under the auspicies of John D. Rockefellerr III 
and signed in the original form by persons whose names 
appear at the end of the declaratio~along with a copy 
of a letter from Mr. Rockefeller to the President . 

Mr. Rockefeller has urged the President to become an 
additional signer of the declaration on the theory that 
he would be doing so as a citizen and not in an official 
capacity. I did talk to Mr. Rockefeller on February 13 
and explained to him that it is not advisable as a 
practical matter to have the President separate himself 
from his official role on a matter of this sort. I also 
pointed out that although Presidents have traditionally 
endorsed worthy causes or proposals initiated by people 
in the private sector, I would not think it appropriate 
for any President to do so by joining with others in 
signing a particular · document . 

I would suggest, however, that it would be appropriate 
for the President to write a letter to Mr . Rockefeller 
com.t~ending him on the declaration and expressing his 
appreciation for the theme of the document. Accordingly, 
I would appreciate having someone in your office draft 
for my preliminary review a proposed letter from the 
President. 

Attachment 

cc: Jack .Marsh 
Don Rurl1.sfeld 



J:':iis :21'"~2.t couri:.r 1r of our s stands ctt a cruci2.l turnino ~ j 
0 

\if e f2.CE: new c.nd serious problems and u__ncerta.i.nty 2-3 
to 

Tv;o h12.i.c.dr ed ye2..rs a.go, our founding fo.thers stood a.ta. 
s"-:-nilar crossroad.3. Beset then by g r2.ve cioubts, they ultimately 
~ 0 sol-,-"'G' '-o s!-"''-"" ~ "0 ·-· -"ni ncr o~ 2. b-:indrul o.c i"r1 °a~s and ;...:i"" ;:, ~s i--.. - "./ - · 1- '---='-'-- e v - ~ j '-----0 · "~ .c. __ .!. J_ '-'-~ -~ J.U~--'- • 

fo~ged fo ose ideas and ideals into founding principles 
~net t}1~:-i f0t:..gl:.i: to _,_::?~0lci th2r=-2. .. TDe Am2rica.n R~·troluti".Jn broi;.gb.~ 
:forth. a !2.ew system of governi-:-1ent based on fI"eedorn, justice, an.d 
indi-vidual r-ights ~ 

Today we are called uuon to ma.int.a.in and improve that 3ystem. 
2..c.d t o £ulfill those principles . 'Ne are called l'..pon to resolve ou.r problem.3 ir1 sue:~ areas a.s the eco~omy, equal opportunity, the quality of life in ou.r 
ciZies and :rural areas, educ2.tion, the environ...-.nent, and :GUn.y others, 

\Ve, the undersig.!:!ed,, believe - and we feel confident we reflect 
the sense 0£ the Americ2..n people - that we have reached the point i:.'"'.l our 
h:Lstory when a second American Revolution is called for, a revolution 
:::iot of viol e nce, but of ful:fill:rner..t 7 of fresh purposes, and of new 
directions . 

\'1 e believe that the Bicenl:eri...nial of our fou.""lciing offers just such 
an opportL!..,."'J.icy. To realize this potenti2.l, we believe the Bicentennial 
must be based on four :fu..>!da:rne:ntals. 

/[/ ~ I :-s·~I. 
.l_y' '.J J • 

Let us be inspi:!:-ed by our origL.""ls, 
and bir t::ie challeng es "\Ve face a ~=--~ 

Ii -;.ve are n ot today an i.!::.spired people, \""'Je need to be reTr'J.nC.ed 
tb2.t ;;ve once were, a nd must be again. T here is h igh inspiration t o be 
:fot::.nd in the great ideals that cre2.ted ou-:- cou...i.""lhy~ The phrases that h2.Vc 
been -worn smooth by use have fresh and urgent meanL.'1g for us today -
11 governrr~:::nt by consent of the g overned, 11 11 the blessings of liber ty> 11 ' 12.ll 
men c.re created ·equal_. 11 11 a natio:::i o:f 12.WS ~ 11 The Biceiltennial can and 
:r::.ust become a ti:m-e to ceieb-:-c.te those ideals, .not just in a festive sense, 
but in" ~he more p!:"ofou:i.d sense of renewal a.rld rededication. 



~ 
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_ ______. 
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:b.2 Bicenter~""lial a .Q.":-eat p~rioc.l of 

'.,\-~1::.'.: :n::.=- :orebears diC. 200 years 2.go had never been done oefo·.:-e. 
1Hh:i..t ·we :-:1.us: co tcc2.y is equally u:i.precedented~ At e1.-ery level ic. ou.:r 

• t- ·1 • f. d - 1 • t- • 1 '-' ' . soc:i..e~y, ~~e::-e is :i.. .:-: ;_.:rgen~ nee tor acn1evemen~ - E1. ec uca1...Lon., nouslng, 
transpo::-tat:.o'2 , t:-:.e c.rts, co:rnmunications, new v1c.y3 of solving social 

., 1 '-h • .C L ' • l r '-' ..C t • 0 .. <. .. proo.L·2ms , ne',V De~ __ oa.s O.t. se~c-:ng goa s ror 1-ne .J.'1:1 ure, increasea C1.\.:t.zen 
p;_:i.::·tici~ation iI1 gocrern:::ne~t~ \:.re believe that dedic2.ting the Bicente!l~.;al 
to o..c}1ie~.r·e.L_e~t is the "t.,vcy to put the serise of alie2ation anci po~,verless.ness 
behind us, to become o:ice a.gain the masters of ot::.r c-;;-vn d.estl,...,y.. 

~ ;• . 
, >'"j ~ 

L 0 l- us corr.:.::li:.: ourselves to a Bicentennial E:ra, to at least 
the same t::::i2 sp:::.n rect!..ir2d for the fou.:."ldi2g of our n;i b on. I//' . .,\_,,' ' 

; ~ / ..r I 
j 

·/IT 
..------- The :first -~erican Revolution neither started nor ended on the 

Fourth of July, 1776~ · ThiTteen difficult. years elapsed. betWeen the ~igni.,..,g 
of the Declaration of L'1depende12.ce and the creation of an endurL"'lg system 
of goverri:rnent based on the Constitution. :Many of the probiems of today 
are d~ff.er-en!: from those of 200 years ago, but they are at least as grave. 
Therefore, the second }unerican Revolution will require at least a 
comparable period of time to grow strong and firm roots _ Vve endo:-se the 
concept of a Bicentennial Era from. 1976 to 1989, not as a prolonged festival, 
but as a. realis Cic period for tough - minded plan..--1ing and accomplish.-"T-~nt~ 

Let us put our trust once again in individual initiative, 
1 • • t ' . . . T-i ~ ' .. d. . rl 1 El tne corri.....1."TUrmen anQ parw..ci;ia,_on o:;: ea.en in :?..VJ.uua citizen. 

Our great experimect in de:rn.ocracy wi11 surely erode unless the 
Bicente.n.,.'1..ial Era becomes a time when ·we once ag;>i.n. assert t:.<:te prirr:..acy oi 
individual IT.i~iative in moving our ccur1try forward. GoverI!.l.-:nental 11;-iits at 
all levels :must play their p2 .. rt in a vigorous, open, and supportive -qay

0 ..,..., ., . "b·-.. . . ·+· ,_, 1 . . .. h nu.t tn2 pr1:rr2ry respons1 llrcy l::..es WLh ~ne peop,..e, noi: -w:u::._ gover1-:r!ent. 
Let each of us~ acting alone arc.cl in groups, take our own initiatives~ There 
is work for all - for _each individual - in every part of the country, of every 
color , creed, age, and eth.:."1.ic backgrou.c"!d. That work rnust begin now. 

For our part, we, the lEJ.dersigned, pledge rnJ.rs'=lves to sprec..d 
this messase throughout the land, and to u..i.J..derbke our own inC.ividt:.al 
initiatives . Vie earnestly in.v-ite our fellow citizens, all those who she.re 
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CHA::.~.__ L:::::S '.:"' _DA);IS, Chai rm.a..;., R2.ji:...'1eo:i Co::-:::J.pa_,_'-~/, 
L e.;-c!_::.g:v =, .:vI2.s3 2.-chi..:s etts 

Acto~, Los A~geles 
:NL.:\J\:-u:2L A:s_AGO"N, Deputy l--/layor, City 0£ Lo3 Angeles 

lv'lO:;>;SIG::\'02. GEI'--~0 B.A..B~ON'I, President, National Center 
for Ur~ 2---:c E fr-,,; c Affairs, "\V ashington, D. C. 

BE:N~Y RA-'{ BAILIE, A:lmir1istrator, E:?..st Eentucl-cy 
-;.:...J~-ilf-........ ~:0r- -•r> ~.::::J. c.~n.t..::::::.r- T-nc Hl:ia'r;D~~ k ~·n-L;-,,-.l-i~ ,J.._J. ·_.c:,._. __ __, ...._._ v -."-- ._.;.J ~--.._, ...... J -- ._ ) ----- - ---7 _.,.,,....__. __ L.__ ~-'-j 

CLIF'FORD rvL CLiL-i:ucE, E:xecuti.ve p i:rector, . Bicenten.""!.i.al 
Council for the Thirteen Origin:zl States, Atlanta., Georgia. 

A. Vr. CLA.USEN, President, The B-2....--i_l;: 0£ America, 

JOAN Giu~Z COONEY, President, · Child.r e :i's Televioi.on 
vVorkshop, New York City 

'\VALTER CRONIQTE) CBS News, New York City . 

VINCENT A. DE FOREST-, Chairm.c...."'1., Afro-Amel"ic:a."'1. 
BicenterJi.i;1 1 Corp., Vlashi..:.""lgton, D. C . 

VfILLl.>\.rvI C. FRIDAY, President, University of 
North Carolina 

.JOBN 1.iV . GA.-q_Dl\;-:ER, Cb:a.irm2..:."'l, C ommon Cause, 
'\V ashing ton, D. C. 

L.c'\D01'1NA HAR_,_-rzJS, Pres ident, Americ2-:.J.3 fo.:: LYJ.dia...-ri 
Opportu.nity, Vlas1frr~on, D. C. 

REVEREND Ti-IEODO? ... E :011. HESB1JRGH, Preside.i.-it, 
Notre Dame University, Soufo Bend, L-idiana 

I,~WY BIRD .JOHNSON, Stone'\vall, Texas 

ERI::r< JONSSON, Chairman, Texas Lristrw."7lents 7 DaU.as, 



VERI\0-:.\ -=' IO:\.D__,'\_N, JR. , Execl'..ti-;,-e Di:::-cctor, National 

U::-bc...:-:. .'.:._e=..:st.:e, L.J.c., l\ew York City 

BILLS _:;:_::::_0. .. S :'..<"3TG, U . S. Open Ten:als Ch2--rnpion, Los A~geles 
Cc.l i .:o::-::..:.a 

RO:S:'.'.:::S.T S, ~\.{C l'~AlvLAE ... A, Presid.e:nt, Int~r.:12.tior...al Ban;,;: for 
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March 24. '1975 

To: Eli•k.a Haaek 

From: Eva Daughtrey 

Mr. Buchen aaked me to 
send this letter from 
Seymour Rubin for your 
conaideration. 

Thank• ao .much. 

Attachment; Letter of 3/21 
concerning message from the 
President in connection with the 
Sixty-ninth amN&l meetlDa of 
the American Society of International 
Law at the Statler Hilton April 24-26. 
1975. 
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F'~~"'~f'~~ SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW d / 
-
THE A:M:ERICAN 

Pft~81DJJ.NT 

nic:s ~:nn n. ;BA.."'ll:TEn 

.rt..X.i!t<CUTIVE DJ:J\R\.~'{)T,t 

S:&Yl.o.O't!::t J'" RU!JJ.N 

DDtl3CT'3"- O'f!' BTC'j;)I.ES 
JoRN LAwnMNC"e l!AB'JROV3 

DIR~C"'"r~'.il O~ INTE.itNATJ.ONAL 
Ol1GA:-OlZAT10Nf:I !IEBEADCR :i?1'0JECT 

DAVIDA.RAT 

:.>I:NIO."l B..'SSXA::\CH )il.ANAO~lt 
Ro::nrnT E . Snu!s 

2223 :MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. N.W. 

\VASHlNGTON.D.C.20008 
<20:::} 2611-<l.313 

CABLES "AMIN'=Aw·· 

March 21, 1975 

The Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen, 

HCJ~ORARY Pil'SSl:D'.K!"JT 
MY1u<s s. McDouoAL 

VICR P:3£8ID~T'8 

Ri'cn . .urn A. :F ALR 
IlICfl'ARD N. GA'RDN!Ut 

'\~t ALTY.ll ST2.RL?NO SUllllEY 

SECRETARY 
EDWAllD DUMDAUJ'..l) 

TnEASURE'R 
FRANZ }.{. 0P.PF-'SHE1Yit:J\ 

As I explained to your secretary yesterday afternoon, 'I'he American Society of International Law is having its Sixty-ninth Annual Meeting here in Washington at the Statler Hilton Hotel April 24-26, 1,2.LS_. I am sure that you know of t.11e--soclety-- -,in-a-~w:na.t: - r -:ma:y · im..modestly suggest is its pre­eminent position in the field of international law . For purposes of the record, I enclose herewith a brochure des­cribing the Society. 

In past years, the Society has )?e~.n . favor_ed_,wj,_t,h .. ,;Letters oLgr~etings fr.om the President _-of the United States. In-my-· relativel~ n~w c~~~city (since January 1) at the Society, I would hope that President Ford might find it possible to send such a letter; my hopes are heightened by reason of the fact that the President and I are classmates (Michigan '3 5) and fellow .M Club members, and that, in other days, I had consid­erable and friendly relations with him. On the merits, I would hope that such a letter would be considered appropriate. 
It was suggested to me that a draft letter might be appropriate, as a suggestion. Rather than presuming to antic­ipate what the President might want to say, should he decide to send a message, I enclose herewith a Xerox of the message sent by President Nixon on April 22, 1972. 

A message could be sent to the attention of either Presi­dent R. R. Baxter of the Society or myself, at this address, at any time prior to April 24. 

My apologies for bothering you with/ni~ matter. 

s})icerelY, y~ 
z~ .n~ (J\;_ -~ ·,~ v . ~10eAf1ou:q /J. Rubin 
E~y~cut:i\re Director 

Enclosures 
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Tillar House 
became the 
Society's head -
quarters in 1960. 
It was the gift 
of Mrs. Benjamin 
Johnston Tillar, 
in memory 
of her husband. 

Located on Sheridan Circle in the heart of the 
embassy district in Washington, D.C., Tillar 
House was built by George Oakley Tohen 
around the turn of the century. 
The American Society of International Law 
was founded in 1906 and incorporated by 
Act of Congress in 1950. The Society is a 
tax-exempt, nonprofit corpor-ation. If mem­
bership is related to your work or profession 
your dues are tax deductible·in the United 
States. Additional contributions to the Soci­
ety are also tax deductible. The Society will 
be happy to assist interested individuals with 
gifts arid bequE:sts. 

The American Society of International Law 
2223 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 2CXXJ8 
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