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N ove n~bc;r 1 

,..Ihe President 's deposltiu!l in t}1e 

Frornme case was taken at 10 2. . m . in 

Roor.:l 345 0£ the Old Executi\-e Office 

Building . Present were Tho:n:.as J . MacBride , 

United States District Judge fo::: the Eastern 

Di ~;tri.ct of C~lifornia~ Joh::l \"i:rga , attorney for 

the defcnd;iht~ D\-;ayne Keyes , U.S . Attorney :for 

and 

C ,,.1;+0.,..,.,;a /R·1· ci....,-,..d 
_. __ .. _._._ ... ___ -1.. .J.. i.lc..-

ThornbL~ t·gh, Assistant Atto rr-.ey General , Crin1inu'.: 

Division, who -r ep.cese~ the prosecutio!l.~ c.nd 

Richard Fong, a court repol·ter- . T12:e deposition 

was taken on 1.rideotape and tu:rned over to the 

court. 

• 

Digitized from Box 43 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



October 31, 1975 

Office of the White- Ho'-.:se Press Secretary 

NOTICE T O TE~ PRESS 

The President's deposition will be taken at 10:00 A1vl Saturday L-1. Room 345 
of the Executive Office Building. Prese!lt a.t the meeting will be U.S. · 
District Judge Thomas J. MacBride o f the Eastern District o f California; 
John Virga., Attorney for the defendant; Dwayne Keyes, U.S. Attorney 
for the Eastern Distri~t of California, and Richard Thornburg, Assistant 

~It ~:.~::: :::~~::::;:~: ;:ot::~~t~:.iD:;dD~:~s:::d o:::;.D:~:=:~:~ter. 
·:~r:.·, ( The Navy -Photo Center W.11 provide the videotaping equipment and techni-

··· cia.ns to operate it. The videotape will be turned over to the court and 
~:·. _ will be shown only durih.g the trial. Defense and prosecution attorneys will .. . . . 

receive a written transcript of the deposition . 

Court rules preclude press coverage. 
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Mr. Richard Thornburgh called to advise that the 
November 1, 10:00 a.m. date ia firm and what he 
considers appropriate arrangements have been made 
with respect to the custody of the video tape. 
There remains some nuts and bolts problems to 
work out which he would like to talk with you about. 
He can be reached at honie on 338-6959 or at his 
office 739-2601. ' 
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Monday 11/10/75 

10:00 Margaret Donohoe stopped by with the attached. 

She checked with Mr. Ratchford and Jack Hushen 

and they suggested she check with you on the language 

to be used for inclusion of the deposition in Presidential 

Documents -- to be included in the digest of announcements 

at the back of the issueo 

Also attached is a copy of the Press Release that was is sued. 

2121 
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November 1 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

'NASH! :-.lGTQ;-.; 

• 

The President's deposition in the 

Fromme case was taken at 10 a . m . i n 

Room 345 of the Old Executi\-e Office 

Building. Present were Thomas J . MacBride, 

United States District Judge for the Eastern 

District of California~ John Virga , attorney for 

the defendant~ Dwayne Keyes, U.S . Attorney for 
and 

the Eastern District of California....L/ Richard 

I 
Thornburgh, Assistant Attorney General , Crimindi 

Division, who represe:ta:t the prosecution; and · 

Richard Fong, a court reporter. Tl_;e deposition 

was taken on videotape and turned over to the 

court. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG T ON 

November 11, 1975 

Dear Mr. Salvan: 

In behalf of the President, thank you for your letter of 
October 21, 1975, urging the President to consent to a 
video taped deposition in connection vvith United States 
v . Fromme. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, the deposition was taken 
on November 1. We appreciate your concern in this matter 
as well as the opportunity to review your article on the use 
of video tape in our legal system. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Mr. Sherwood Allen Salvan 
501 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

Counsel to the President 

l 
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November 17, 1975 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

I apologize for the long delay in responding 
to your letter to me of November 3rd and to thank you 
for the many courtesies that you and the President 
extended to me during my visit to Washington on November 
1st. My delay was not unintentional. I have been wait
ing for Mr. Fong, my Court Reporter, to complete tran
scription of his stenographic notes made at the hearing 
so that copies of the transcript could be delivered to 
both the attorney for the Government and defense to the 
end that they could both check it for accuracy. Because 
he has been required to produce a "daily transcript" in 
the trial, it wasn't until last Thursday that he was able 
to furnish counsel with copies of the transcript of the 
November 1st hearing. Thursday afternoon I received their 
approval of the transcript, and in accordance with my 
agreement with you and Mr. Thornburgh the tape was erased 
in my presence Friday morning before the trial of the case 
was resumed. 

By the time you receive this letter you will 
already be aware of the fact that Mr. Virga did in fact 
use the President as his first witness Friday afternoon. 

The proceeding went quite smoothly. Four tele
vision cameras were set up in the courtroom in order that 
the press and spectators in the courtroom would have full 
view of one of the monitors. A second monitor was placed 
in front of the television camera, the picture from which 
was seen only by the defendant Fromme in her cell down in 
the Marshal's office. (I have been required to remove her 
from the trial proceedings because she insists on disrupt
ing the trial proceedings.) The other two monitors were 
placed in front of the jury. 



Mr. Philip W. Buchen November 17, 1975 

I have caused the videotape to be placed in a 
secure position from which it will not be removed until 
all proceedings in this matter are concluded. It is 
obvious that it would be improper to destroy it now for 
the reason that if Miss Fromme is convicted and she takes 
the matter up on a successful appeal, then a new trial 
may be required. In that event the videotape would be 
used again in the new trial. 

Again, I want to express my thanks to you and 
the President for your kindnesses. I felt very contrite 
in imposing upon the President in the manner that I did, 
however both his and your remarks to me were evidence of 
the fact that you appreciated my obligation as a Judge, 
and accordingly my conscience was eased. 

I want to also thank you for sending to me the 
article from the 1975 University of Illinois Law Forum 
covering the history of Presidents and ex-Presidents as 
witnesses. The arrival of the article was quite timely. 
I have just finished conversing with a newsman, and frankly 
I was able to speak rather authoritatively on the sub-
ject -- but solely -- because of the Illinois Law Forum 
article. 

I can't anticipate your coming to Sacramento, but 
as both a member of the United States Judicial Conference 
and a member of a Subcommittee of that Conference, I have 
occasion to be in Washington from time to time. I hope 
that on one of those occasions our paths will cross again. 

Kindest personal 

Si cerely 

TJM:m 
THOMAsJ.· Mac 

P.S. As I told you just before the President gave his 
testimony, I happen to be a Democrat with my partisan and 
political wings thoroughly clipped by reason of my judicial 
status. Nonetheless this does not deny me the right to say 
that I think your boss is a good man doing a fine jql:>-1!·'.· , 

,.-~. ~ '\: .... -........., 

TJM 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H IN GTON 

January 23, 1976 

Dear Mrs. Gilman: 

In behalf of the President, I thank you 
f or sending him a copy of the National 
Shorthand Reporter which contains the 
interesting account by Mr. Richard Fong 
about the video taping of the President's 
testimony in the case of ~- v. Fromme. 

As one who participated in this historic 
ev ent, I c a n testify to the authenticity 
of Mr. Fong's article . 

You are to be commended for providing the 
readers of your magazine with an article 
which, I am sure, was of great interest 
to them. 

/ilr~lf;;~ 
Ph..f:!;.W. Buchen C~~;~g~ to the President 

Mrs . Mary Louise Gilman 
Edi t or 
The National Shorthand Reporter 
826 Main Street 
Hanover , Massachusetts 02339 
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NATIONAL SHORTHAND REPORTERS ASSOCIATION 
Suite 608 2361 South Jefferson Davis Highway Arlington, Virginia 22202 703/ 920-6786 

Mary Louise Gilman, Editor 
The National Shorthand Reporter 
826 Main Street 
Hanover, MA 02339 
Phone 617/878-0625 

January 14, 1976 

The Honorable Gerald·R. Ford 
President of the United States 
?he White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

I 
You will perhaps remember the young ma..1 who reported by steno-

type your videotaped testimony in Hashington last Nov.errber 1. 

Since this was a first in J\merican legal history-- a President's 
giving testimony through the madium of videotape--I knew that t.11e 
nation's court reporters, most of whom read The National Shorthand 
Repo:rter , would b e nost interested in a story about it. When I 
learned the name of the shorthand reporter, Mr. Richard .. T. Fong of 
Sacrarr.ento (Judge MacBride's regular reporter), I telephoned him. 
Would he be willing to write it up for us? Though he was quite 
busy getting out daily copy on ~~e Frorr~e case, he said he would 
somehow find time to prepare the article. 

For ma."1y years the publication I now edit has had, from time 
to tin:e, articles on important cases undar the general heading of 
Who Reported It? The one in our January issue, just out, titled 

/

"The President's Testimony," is perhaps the most important story 
in this category we have ever run. I am sending you a copy of the 
issue and hope you will find the article of interest. 

Respectfully yours, 

(~~~~~eq~itor 
The National Short h and Re porte r 
826 Main Street, Ha'l'lover, Mass. 02339 



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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Who 
ReP-orted It ? 
USA v. Lynette Fromme 

The President's Testimony 

By Richard J. Fong 

I t lasted only nineteen minutes, while President Ford was "on 
camera" and being reported by me, but it was the high point 

of my reporting career. 
United States of America v. Lynette Alice Fromme, accused 

of attempting to assassinate the President, would of course rank 
as an interesting case in any reporter's book. I had taken it from 
the inception, the arraignments and so on, before the Honorable 
Thomas J . MacBride. Jim Vine and I turned out daily copy on 
the main body of the case. It ran quite heavy- about 200 pages 
a day. (We dictated rather than using notereaders.) 

Tuesday, October 21, 1975, started out as any other heavy 
calendar day in Federal Court in Sacramento, California. As 
the proceedings went forward, however, it was to become his
toric in the annals of criminal law. 

Judge MacBride had on his calendar that day a number of 
motions offered by defense co-counsel John Virga and Lynette 
Fromme (she was, of course, serving as her own counsel). 
Among these was a motion requesting the issuance of 35 blank 
subpoenas to the defense, to be used for discovery of Govern
ment witnesses. After a session in chambers, Judge MacBride 
announced his decision to grant this motion; and it was during 
these proceedings that the Court spelled out the details of his 
order as to obtaining the testimony of the President. 

The Court ruled that President Ford's testimony would be 
taken within the next ten days, at a time and place convenient to 
the witness. It was known that the President planned to be in 
Los Angeles on October 29 and in San Francisco the following 
day, and it seemed reasonable that he might schedule the pro
ceedings during the trip to California. 

More than a week after granting the motion to subpoena 
President Ford as a defense witness, Judge MacBride an
nounced the President's decision to give his testimony in Wash
ington. While the ruling stipulated that in addition to videotap
ing the testimony a record of the proceedings would be taken by 
a court reporter, no one knew who that reporter would be. On 
Wednesday, October 29, I learned that Judge MacBride had se
lected me, since I was his official reporter and had been report
ing the proceedings in the case from the beginning, and he felt 
that this would enable him to maintain a tight control over the 
transcript. 

The Washington Scene 

I was getting excited-just how excited I didn't realize until I 
got to Washington. Judge MacBride, defense co-counsel John 
Virga, and I arrived at Dulles International Airport on Friday, 
October 31, at 5:30 p.m. Two United States marshals met us, 
cleared us through airport security, and whisked us off to the 
Statler-Hilton Hotel. 

Returning to my room after dinner, I began checking out my 
equipment. Since I don't have a carrying case to accommodate 
the tripod for my new Stenograph, I took my spare machine-

26 • NSR • January 1976 

which I hadn't used for months. In my excitement at participat
ing in this historic event, I hadn't thoroughly checked out my 
equipment. Though I lacked the proper tools, with some im
provising I made all the necessary adjustments. Everything, fi
nally, was in order for the hearing scheduled for the next morn
ing. 

On Saturday, November 1, the two U.S . marshals picked us 
up at 9: 15 and escorted us to the Executive Office Building. This 
historic Washington landmark, once headquarters of the War 
Department, is located across Pennsylvania Avenue from Blair 
House and immediately west of the White House. Security per
sonnel there quickly cleared us after checking our briefcases 
and equipment. 

The large room to which we were directed, which was to serve 
as an impromptu courtroom, had been set up in advance. Tables 
were arranged in a modified horseshoe fashion amidst the video 
equipment, from which a mass of wires and cables ran in all di
rections. The President, when he arrived, sat at the head of the 
horseshoe arrangement; Judge Mac Bride sat at a table to his 
right. At separate tables on the President's left were John Virga, 
defense co-counsel; Dwayne Keyes, United States Attorney for 
the Eastern District of California: and Richard Thornburgh, 
Assistant Attorney General of the United States Criminal Divi
sion. Since I was to sit to the President's right, I positioned'my 
machine in the space between the President and Judge Mac
Bride. At this point there was little to remind us of our court
room in Sacramento. 

One could sense a feeling of tension and excitement as the 
President entered the room. He exchanged greetings with the 
Judge and sat down. 

At 10:05 a.m., Judge MacBride opened the hearing, just as he 
normally does in similar proceedings at home. And as he identi
fied to the President each person in attendance, my nervousness 
disappeared and my fingers flew. 

The Court stated into the record the manner in which the 
hearing would proceed: that this was not to be a deposition in 
the usual sense but rather the courtroom had been moved from 
Sacramento to Washington to take the testimony of a particu
lar witness. After the swearing in, it took only nineteen minutes 
for the examination of the President. The only portion of the 
hearing that was videotaped was the actual testimony, and it is 
only the President who appears on the visual portion of the 
tape. The voices of all other participants, however, are faithfully 
recorded on the audio portion of the videotape. The testimony 
concluded, Judge MacBride thanked the President, who imme
diately left the hearing room. 

The whole proceedings had taken perhaps forty-five minutes, 
and the typed transcript turned out to be only thirty pages long. 

To make sure that a usable V.T. record would be secured, 
three videotapes were made- two on Sony equipment and a 
third on equipment provided by the Navy. As soon as the fidel
ity of two tapes was established, the third was to be destroyed. 
(The purpose of having two videotapes was to insure the avail
ability of a usable tape even if something happened to the one to 
be taken back to Sacramento by Judge MacBride.) The two 
Sony tapes were played back, those in attendance agreed that 
they faithfully represented the President's testimony, and the 
third tape was destroyed immediately. The two Sony tapes w.ere 
then sealed. Judge Mac Bride took custody of one and Mr. 
Buchen, the President's personal counsel, took the second one 
for safekeeping. 

At the conclusion of the hearing, we left the Executive Office 
Building, to be confronted by a large delegation from the news 
media. Reporters immediately recognized Judge MacBride and 
began interviewing him. Then someone recognized Mr. Virga 
and pounced on him; a nd a battery of news people surrounded 
him and began firing quest ions. 
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Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

April 14, 1976 

I enjoyed being able to renew our acquaintance 
at the Roscoe Pound Conference last week. I am sure that 
I gained more than I gave, which is all the more reason 
for my pleasure in having been able to attend. I will 
admit however -- that I am still attempting to untangle 
the speech delivered by the Director of the Hudson Institute. 

During one of our conversations we discussed 
Governor Brown's propsects for the Democratic nomination. 
Upon my return home I found among the newspapers that had 
accumulated during my absence an article in the Sacramento 
Bee, which I feel is an accurate and perceptive appraisal 
of our Governor. 

The McClatchy newspapers pretty much dominate 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Valley. They publish the 
Sacramento Bee, Fresno Bee, and Modesto Bee. In addition, 
the company owns a radio and television station in 
Sacramento, and I believe another radio and television 
facility in the southern portion of the valley. In any 
event, they are a potent force in Central California. 
They have supported many Republican candidates, and 
normally support an incumbent regardless of his party. 
If the incumbent is a Republican who is being contested by 
a Democrat of questionable qualifications, the company has 
been known to "take a walk" on their recommendations and 
editorial policy. My guess is that in the Republican 
primary, if they were to make an endorsement, they would 
probably endorse President Ford for the reason that 

'•, •. ', 
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Mr. Philip W. Buchen -2- April 14, 1976 

Governor Reagan was never a favorite with the McClatchys 
during his eight years as Governor of California. Obviously, 
this is pure speculation on my part. Generally speaking, 
the McClatchy newspapers support Democrats, public power, 
gun control, and stiff penalties for criminal conduct -
including the death penalty. 

I am enclosing the aforementioned article. I 
hope it will be of some help to you in making your own 
appraisal of our Governor. 

Kindest personal regards. 

TJM:m 

Enclosure 
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Editor's Notebook----
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Candidate Brown - An 
< 

I ' 

' .,J.... ~ ,._:· . ~ -: .1 

.. 
-----------·By C. K. McClatchy, w110R 

JERRY BROWN, California's 
highly popular liberal-.conservative
existentialist governor, is now run
ning for the presidency of the United 
States after lecturing Californians for 
15 months on the virtues of leadership 
by abstention. · 

Political observers are asking 
~ whether they should take seriously a . 

38-year-old ex-seminarian · who tells 
' people they should expect less and do 
,•more, answers questions with 
1 questions and works 14-hour days. 

Brown says he has a simple reason 
for running. He is not too impressed 
with the competition. He says nothing 
is · happening around the country; 

. yesterday's solutions are being of
fered for today's · new problems. He 
feels he has something new to say and 

· it is reasonable to give people an 
alternative. If people don"t respond, 
·he'll get the message. If they do, he'll 
· move ahead. · · · . 

WHAT IS IT that Jerry Brown has 
to offer that is new? Looking at his 
brief record as governor, the basis for 
almost any response can be found. His 
critics - and now that he has an-

' nounced for the presidency. they are 
r 1 emerging like sprjng weeds - say his 
t' popularity is due to imagery and his 

accomplishments_are. filmost nil. His 
· supporters see him as an an

tipolitician from a new generation, 
the only candidate equipped to .break 

. away from the failed old politics. 
I A look at his record is confusing but 
t interesting. As an administrator, he 

1 must be given mixed marks. His 
inability to delegate responsibility 

. reveals both his lack of experience in 
• directing. government and his intense 

desire to see that the right people are 
~ appointed and that critical problems 
·, get resolved by · 'his direct par-

t 
ticipation. ' . 

·This has resulted in important posts 
{. remaining vacant. It has slowed the 

! 

1 . 
'I will explain our · 

decision-making pro_cess ••• • · · 

~ wheels of government to the distress 
~ · of those directly affected. However, it 
1 also has resulted in generally good 

appointments and the opening of the 
' . eovernmental process to groups that 

government process does · more ·good leader can set a tone, can express a • 
than harm. Probably very little real philosophy." He can describe a future ' 
harm has been done to the citizens of that is possible and try to lead people 
California by this pra~tice, at least to that destiny. ' · , ·· . < . 
thus far, but it does make one wonder . . . i 
what would happen if he implemented This thesis may miss many prac- ~ 
his benign neglect theory of govern- tical facts of governmental life. As ·1 

ment in Washington for four years. time goes on, Brown may find he has ·~ 
As a thinker, Jerry Brown would to do a little· mo.re running 9f the , , 

have to be rated as not only, highly government and a little · less ~ 
intelligent but immensely curious. He · philosophizing. Regardless of that, it ; 
studies a problem intensely, often to seems clear that his understated style .; 
the exclusion of other matters, until of le1,1dership has a unique and wide .~ 
he feels he has a firm grasp on it. This api:ieal. · · . ; 
can be a good approach, .but it . . . : 
presents dangers if one concludes all Some of his critics - Cha.des : 
the necessary answers can be found in - McCa~e of the San Franc1s~o ~ 
a concentrated study period. Chronic~e. for example - have sa~d ~ 
· Brown 1s a "phony" because of his ·

"ostentatious personal poverty," his .. 
much-publicized Zen pronouncements -
and various mystic retreats. 

BROWN'S APPROACH to foreign 
policy is revealing. A few months ago, · 
Jerry Brown appeared to have no 

I 

'Which way to the . 
governor's oUice, J~ck?' . 

I 

defined ideas about foreign policy. 
More recently, as the possibility of his 
plunging into the presidential race 
became more likely, he took a cram 
course on foreign policy by having a 
series of long · conversations. with 
foreign policy experts. Now he seems 
quite confident that he has the basis 
for developing foreign policy 
positions. This is all right · as long as 
he does not overestimate the quantity 
and quality of his newly acquired 
knowledge. Considerably more than a 
good mind and a crash course are 
needed for successful direction of 
foreign policy of the country. 

How would Brown be as a leader? · 
This may be his strongest point. He is 
the first politician to reach the · 
national stage from his generation. 
He is the first to eschew traditional 

· political rhetoric and symbolism. He 
suggests an almost painful honesty 
about the need for lowered ex
pectations and apprehension over our 
diminishing resources. He · is con
cerned that in recent elections quite · 
often the negative votes plus those 
who did not vote add up to more than 
the winner's total, creating a 
majority constituency of "no con
fidence." It is this "no confidence 

In this, the critics are wrong. Brown. 
is simply doing what he wants to do • . 
Riding around in a big black limo 
would make him uncomfortable so he ' 
rides in an inconspicuous but com
fortable standard-size car. His choice 
of somewhat modest living conditions ·, · 
in Sacramento is simply Jerry Brown 
living the way he wants to live. There · 
is neither merit nor lack of merit in ' 
these life-style decisions. The fact 
that they have gained favor with the 
public seems to rankle some of his · · 
critics, but there is no basis for · 
thinking he made these choices for · 
any other reason than doing what he · 

. wanted to do. 

JERRY BROWN DOES at times 
seem to be a little fascinated with how · 

· fascinating his eccentricities are,' but ' · 
if that is a fault, it is difficult to 1 

ascribe any harm to it. ' • 
California's governor is taking his • 

presidential aspirations seriously. He,· 
. ' . , 

:· E.NTERING · . 

CALIFORNIA 

. I 

does not want to be locked out of the 
national dialog and feels he has more , 
to offer than Jimmy Carter, a one
term Georgia governor. · · · 

It's too early to tell how far Brown 
will go in a national effort but it would 
be a great mistake to write him off as 
a phony, devoid of ideas and a figment 1 

of the media. He is real, honest to the 
ooint of brusaueness and more in-

, 
·l 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 14, 1976 

Dear Judge MacBride: 

Lest you think I have forgotten my promise to look into the matter of a photograph taken by our White House photographer at the time of your appearance here for the deposition of the President, I do want to assure you that I have a request in for a print of an appropriate photograph. 

Unfortunately, there may be some delay because those particular pictures were handled separately to avoid any risk of their being published, and the security precaution taken seems to have been 
excessive. 

It was good seeing you again at the St. Paul conference. 

Jhil W. Buchen 

lih~nceU 
Coun 1 to the President 

The Honorable Thomas J. MacBride 
Chief Judge 

· u. S. District Court 
Sacramento, California 

.. 

) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 27, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DAVID KENNERLY (.) 

PHILIP W. BUCHEN ' • FROM: 

Judge Thomas MacBride, the presiding Judge during 
the time the President gave his deposition in the Fromme 
case, would like a photograph taken of the the President 
and the Judge during that time. The meeting took place 
on November 1, 1975, in the Executive Office Building -
Room 46-G. 

3 

Would you kindly provide my office with such a photograph. 

Thanks very much. 

' 
/ / . F--' ~~~·~ ~?'~~ / 

~h--~/~. 6-JL~i~~ 
~~~ ? 

/-L-L. 
/ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 19, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

ANNE KAMSTRA .' J..--· 
SHIRLEY KEY r· 

Mr. Buchen has attached a 
inscription for the Presi 
in signing this picture. 

/ 

I 

He is the Judge who pr sided over 
the Fromme depositio given by the 
President. 

The picture should be sent back to 
Counsel's Office_ for transmittal. 

Thanks. 

I Attachment 

\. 

r 

} 
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MacBRIDE , Thomas F. (The Honorable) Chief Judge 
United States District Court Sacramento, California 95814 
Counsel's Office 8/19/76 
Inscription: To Judge MacBride , In remembrance of an historical deposition. 

With my best wishes . 
Requested by: Philip W. Buchen 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W."-SH I NG TON 

September 14, 1976 

Dear Judge MacBride: 

At last we have located the negatives of photographs 
taken when you were present for the deposition of 
the President. At the time I had advised the photog
raphers to take precautions that these photographs 
not be made public, and apparently they were careful 
to the point of forgetting themselves where the 
negatives could be located. 

Now we have had a print made, which has been signed 
by the President, and I am happy to send it on to you. 

Very best regards, 

Sincerely, 

(~4(1'1'7~,. 
Philip ~- Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Thomas J. MacBride 
Chief Judge 
United States District Court 
United States Court House 
650 Capital Mall 
Sacramento, California 95814 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Transfer/Disposal Sheet 

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM MOVED 

ITEM ID 00056 

Nine (9) 8x10 BW photographs of 
President Ford giving his deposition in 
the Fromme case on November 1, 1975. 
Can not determine if these are White 
House photographs. 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 001900459 

COLLECTION TITLE ....... Philip W. Buchen Files 

BOX NUMBER 43 

FOLDER TITLE . .. President - Assassination Attempts: 
Fromme, Lynette (1) - (4) 

ACCESSION NUMBER 70 - NLF- 108 

MOVEMENT DATE 08 / 24/1988 

TYPE OF MATERIAL . . . . Audiovisual Material 

NEW LOCATION . Audiovisual Collection 

ARCHIVIST'S Leesa E. Tobin 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 7, 1977 

Ricardo brought these up 
yesterday. Says they are 
extras. 



6:00 

Wednesday 1/12/77 

Dawn brought over the tape of 
the President's statement concerning 
the attempted assassinations -----
the sealed tape is in the top drawer 
of our safe, along with Ken's file • 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 17, 1977 

ME~~ORANDUM FOR: TRUDY FRY . .---") .· ( , r; 
PHILIP BUCHEN t "i -rW. i J? FROM: 

I am transmitting to you the color video
cassette in the case of U. S.A. v. Fromme, 
U.S.D.C., Eastern District of Cali f ornia, 
S-75451. The cassette was sealed by 
Judge T. J. MacBride and it is not to be 
released to anyone except on order of the 
Court. It is now being turned over to you 
for inclusion in the sensitive materials 
of th e President to be transmitted to the 
Archivist o f the United States as part of 
the President ' s historical materials . 
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APPENDTX "B" 

Attendance confirmed by 
Terry 0 ' D::mnell. 

All present as indicated. 

ATTENDEES DURING THE PRES ID ENT' S SWORN DEPOSIT ION 

Room 345 Old Executive Office Building 
November 1 , 1975 

Persons present in the room during the President's depositio~: 

Thomas J . McBride , U. S . District Judge for the Eastern District 
of California 

D. Dwayne Keyes, U. S . Attorney for the Eastern District of Ca lifornia 

John Virga , Attorney for the defendant , Lynette Alice Fromme 

Richard L. Thornburgh , Assistant Attorney General 

Richard Fong, Court Reporter 

Rob er t Mead, Television Adviser to the President 

David H. Kennerly, Personal Photo~rapher to the President 

Jack Merchant, U.S. Secret Service Agent 

Technicians present in the room during the President ' s deposition 
or in the adjoining moni toring room : 

Wayne Hiller , Ca;neraman, Department of the Navy 

Gnry Craddock, Technician, Dcp3rtnent of the N~vy 

John Kelly, Television Superviso-:_- , Department of the Navy 

Pobert McCormick, White House Communications Agency 

Richard L. Sowala, Jr., Cameraman , ~~1ite Hou se CoMnunications Agency 

Derrill H. Ballenger, Audio Technician, Wh:Lte. House Communic.::itions A'J,ency 

Staff watdd.ng from t11e acljoi.ning monitoring room: (This portion of the list may 
not be complete. ) 

Philip H. Buchen, Counsel to the President 

Rona ld H. Nessen , Press Secretary 

Dona ld IL Rumsfeld , Assistant 
Terrence 0 1 Donnell, Aide 




