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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 16, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: IAX FRIEDERSDORF & ;

SUBJECT: Congressional Response to Mayaguez Action

The Congressional response to your successful recovery of
the SS Mayaguez and its crew has been overwhelmlngly favorable.
Bob Wolthuis has pulled together the comments in the Congressional

Record for May 15 and also the CongreSSLOnal mail on the subject.
There are four attachments:

A. Summaries of Statements in the Congressional Record
in favor of your action.

B. Compilation from Congressional Record of Senate
and House statements.

C. Summaries of Congre551onal mail supporting your
- position.

D. Summaries and Statements from Congressional Record
that are critical of your action,

As expected, most Congressional expressions have been very
laudatory. With a few exceptions it comes from Republicans

and Southern Democrats. Liberal Democrats have been generally
silent. The criticisms attached at Tab D all come from Democrats,

I suggest that you look carefully at the statements by Congressmen
Stratton, Sisk and Zablocki and Senators Brooke, Baker and

Muskie. All except Muskie make reference to the War Powers Act.
Senator Brooke raises the issue of the White House not adequately
consulting with the Congress. I find Congressman Zablocki's
statements to be very interesting and helpful.

To date we have had very little Congressional reaction to the
casulty reports. Once those are firm we may see some resistance
but we will monitor that and keep vou informed.




BYRD, ROBERT - "I congratulate the President of the United States
on the firmness with which he acted." Expresses pride in the Marines
and the American people.

HELMS - Expresses great pride in the way the American people have
met the challenge. It's time to lay aside partisanship and extend the
hand of gratitude and admiration to the President who faced the crisis
with courage and wisdom. "I, for one, am very proud of him today."

CURTIS - "The courageous and decisive action by President Ford will
do more for the cause of liberty around the world than all of the
diplomatic negotiations and conferences that have been held in the
last few years and will be held in the next few years."

CRANSTON - Supports the firm and resolute action taken by President
Ford. It was appropriate.

TOWER - President acted expeditiously and with resolve. Had he
waited longer we may not have been able to rescue the crew of the
vessel. President's action will do much to resolve U.S. credibility
and confidence of our allies.

.

GARN - Dominoe theory is now established as fact and seizure of |

the Mayaguez brought on by a military imbalance in S.E. Asia. Any
further reductions in U.S. military power must be mutually balanced.
President gave a clear and decisive signal to the world.

DOMENICI - Inserts in record copy of his telegram to the President
to take whatever steps are necessary to retrieve ship and crew.
Commends President for action taken.

BYRD, HARRY - May 14, 1975 - A red letter day in the official life
of President Gerald Ford. Commends President for saving crew.
Had he delayed men would be on Cambodia mainland and very
difficult to retrieve.




BROCK - Appreciates courageous step of President in restoring
integrity of U.S. in the world. Woke up this morning with a prayer
of Thanksgiving for the President of the United States.

RANDOLPH - Inserts two statements issued May 13 and May 14.
First statement calls for aggressive diplomatic efforts to obtain
release of ship. Second statement says President Ford acted
properly and the military operation was necessary. President
exercised constitutional authority with effective results.

HANSEN - Country is solidly behind President. If U.S. were not
most powerful nation on earth President could not have succeeded.

STONE - Under illusion of detente with China, President asked China
for accord and intervention to free Mayaguez and crew. Our country
heard thunderous silence in response.

FONG - "Who can truthfully say it does not matter to us in America

whether all of Southeast Asia goes Communist." Relieved at President's
prompt and vigorous action.,

BROOKE - Presumes decision to use force came only after careful
evaluation of options available. He is convinced we must restore
any lost creditibility, but believes it can be better accomplished
through sophisticated diplomacy. Also, reflects expressions from
some of Congressional leadership that they were informed rather
than consulted. Believes better communications needed in the
Congress and between Executive and Congress. Has requested
information regarding Mayaguez incident from Secretary Kissinger.

BAKER - The President chose wisely and well and acted within the
scope of his constitutional and statutory authority within the frame-
work of the War Powers Resolution. The precedent established by
President's action will serve the nation well in the difficult times
ahead.

who died. The Marines performed a mission in the best "Sempe
Fidelis" tradition.




BROOMFIELD - President made "tough decisions cooly and decisively"
and Congress set aside partisanship. World saw an America which
commanded admiration and respect. White House adhered scrupulously
to War Powers Act.

MICHEL - Commends some on other side of the isle who now applaud
President but who untl yesterday were pretty timid suggesting
delay, more patience and more consultation.

SIKES - President has shown world America does have courage to
stand by our principles. Communists understand tough language
"America can now hold its head high again."

EDWARDS, JACK - "I am very proud of our country and our President
today." He tried diplomacy and when it failed a show of strength was
required and President Ford did not flinch. He should be commended
for his sound judgement.

YOUNG. C. W. BILL - After too long exercising diplomatic and mili-
tary restraint President Ford has drawn the line. He has restored
our national pride and confidence in the U.S.

FUQUA - President's decisive action will prevent repetition of such acts
in future. This is what American policy should be - firm, forceful
and fair.

DANIEL, DAN - President's action will "reestablish our country's
credibility around the world. His performance was in the true
American tradition, and reflects credit upon the American people
and upon himself.

STRATTON - Congratulates President for firm, aggressive and
successful leadership. Most impressed that "President did consult
with the leaders of Congress every step of the way. In addition,
there were substantive briefings of other members of Congress."




GOLDWATER, BARRY, JR. - President avoided another Pueblo

affair and Marines, Air Force and Navy were superb. President's
action proves VietNam not indicative of loss of U.S. courage and
determination. President's action was balanced, timely and
appropriate.

MONTGOMERY - "It is great to be an American.” Congratulations
to President Ford for necessary and successful military operations.

SISK - Commends President for acting "with deliberation, yet with
boldness and firmness..." As an author of War Powers Act deeply
pleased that "Mr. Ford comphed fully with the act by keeping Congress
completely aware of all actions taken..."

GONZALEZ - Events of last few days are dramatic reminder of need
for U.S. to be prepared. These events prove we don't have time to
gear up and get ready at a leisure pace.

ALEXANDER - Enters telegram into record to President applauding
his efforts to protect rights of American vessels to safe transit on
high seas.

ZABLOCKI - Seizure was serious violation of international law.
President's action showed wisdom, prudence, caution and yet
firmness. Commends President. "President has properly filed
prompt report appropriately in compliance with section 4(a) (1).
While such a 4(a) (1) report would normally activate the section 5
and succeeding "congressional action" procedures of the resolution,
the fact that our troops are disengaged from the situation makes that
a moot point. However, if such congressional followup action were
in order, I, for one, would vote in favor of a resolution supporting
the President's action."

BAUMAN - Compared to vascillation surrounding Pueblo, President
Ford decisiveness to retreive Mayaguez is commendable.




FLYNT - Commends and supports the President who "acted with
courage and wisdom." President's actions show will and capability
of U.S. to resist blatant acts of aggression.

FINDLEY - President acted entirely within his constitutional
authority by using military force to protect U.S. lives abroad.
Rejoices in success of President in rescuing both ship and crew.
Suggests the entire incident be placed before International Court
of Justice in the Hague.

FASCELL - President and NSC should be congratulated for a job
well done. Some lessons should be reviewed; system of evaluating
dangers to our Marines; relations with Thailand; adequacy and
timeliness of Presidential - Congressional consultations.

















































Clifford Hansen

J. Glenn Beall

Jake Garn

Bob Dole

James Buckley

Wm Roth

Edmund Muskie

"Your courageous correct action to retrieve the
Mayaguez did more to restore confidence in the
Administration and to repair the tarnished image
of America world wide than any event since you
became President. This country is behind you
solidly, and the rest of the world must respect
the U.S. "

""You are to be congratulated for the carefully
considered but firm steps. . . Your decisive
action was not only clearly in the national interest
but also serves as a signal to the other countries
of the world that the U.S. will do its part to assure
that thoughtless. criminal acts do not interfere with
the freedom of communication and commerce
between the people of the world. "

"I compliment you on the way you handled the entire
affair, . . Iam proud of you, I congratulate you,
and I am encouraged by your action. "

""The American people are grateful to you for your
leadership and calm but deliberate firmness in the
successful effort to secure ship. . . helped to
erase doubts about America's resolve to act
firmly when firmness is required. "

"This is just to express my great admiration for the
manner in which you handled the Mayaguez situation. !

"I applaud the firm, timely action you took to recover
the Mayaguez and its crew. Your determination will
protect American shipping and seamen from similar
incidents. . . When I praised your action before an
audience of several hundred in Delaware yesterday,
they cheered loudly."

Commends the President for the effective manner

in which he handled the Mayaguez incident. 'I would
also like to express my appreciation for your restraint
in seeking to recover the ship and her crew through
diplomatic channels before considering the use of
force."




Howard Baker

"Congratulations on a difficult job well done.

I think that ydur actions . . . were at the same
time cautious, but firm, and certainly effective.
I fully support your decisions and I think the
country will profit from the experience. "



William ‘Wa.lsh

Bill Young

Manuel Lujan

Floyd Spence

George O'Brien

Alphonzo Bell

Kika de la Garza

Highly commends the President . '. . . demonstrates
the type of take charge leadership this country needs. "

Highly commends the President. "Your courageous
and bold action has given American morale a much-
needed shot in the arm. With one decisive stroke,
you have restored the integrity and credibility of
the U.S. in the world community. "

"I believe your decisive action is a sign of true
leadership and was necessary. I applaud the
steps you took to protect the life, rights, and
property of American citizens. "

"Your actions . . . were a credit to the Office of
the President. Public reaction to your handling

of this crisis proves once again that the American
people will rally behind positive action and decisive
leadership. "

""Congratulations on a job extremely well done.
. « . your firm and calm resolve not to permit
any further sacrifice of American men and

materiel was in the best American tradition, "

"I commend you most highly for the courageous and
patriotic manner in which you resolved the incident
believe that anything short of the decisive and
expeditious action taken would have had grave
consequences for the future foreign relations of
this nation, and you have my wholehearted support for
your meritorious handling of this critical test of
America's international policy. "

"Your actions on the incident have to be listed among
the major decisions of any President. Your friends

~consider them as one of the greatest moments of

Jerry Ford -- we are proud. "




Robert Bauman

John Rousselot

Dan Daniel

Jack Kemp

G. Wm. Whitehurst

John Murtha

Joe L.. Evins

Expresses appreciation for the courageous action.
"I know that all Americans can take pride in our
President's willingness to stand up for our national
honor, as well as protecting the rights of our

citizens, "

Commends the President for taking the ''correct
action. . . The response has been overwhelmingly

favorable. . .

Your actions were necessary and

your prompt decisive leadership is appreciated.. .

""The action you took will reestablish American
credibility around the world. Congratulations, and

best wishes. V!

"You have made us proud of America and equally
proud of our President. '

""There is no doubt that you have restored an
enormous amount of self-confidence to our
people and respect for this Republic in the
family of nations. . . Those of us who know
you had absolute confidence in your ability
to resolve the problem. . . "

""Congratulations on yair decisive handling of the
very delicate and difficult situation. . . My
compliments on an extremely well orchestrated
operation which demonstrates the superior perform-
ance of American forces under capable leadership. "

"As you know, success has 100 fathers while failure

is an orphan,

Congratulations Harry Truman Ford. "




SENATE

NELSON - Does not question popularity of the President's decision.
Questions if decision was right and he believes answer is no. These
incidents are matters for negotiaton not force.

HATHAWAY - Shares with colleagues joy in knowing that Mayaguez
and crew have been freed. Enters two articles in the record which
he believes raisa relevant questions. One ig an editorial condemning

action as barbarous Piracy, the other that the action strongly condemns
use of military force.

HOUSE

HOLTZMAN -~ "The President's resort to force in this case appears to
have been illegal and unconstitutional. At best the whole situation
reflects terrible intelligence. At worst it is a reflection of faulty
Presidential judgment and overreaction."
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QUESTION: Did any of the members consulted indicate
dissent from the Administration position?

ANSWER : With respect to the telephbne contacts be-
tween the White House staff and members of
Congress, there was no dissent from any
person called as to the principal actions
taken. 1In one or two cases, apprehension
was expressed about possible dangers in the
operation, but on the whole the sentiment
was overwhelming in support of what the
President proposed to do. All comments
were very carefully noted and immediately
brought to the President's attention.
With respect to the President's meeting
with the Congressional leadership ‘at the
White House on the evening of May 14, 1975,
I do not think it appropriate to go into
the specifics of whaﬁ was said in conver-
sations between the President and indivi-
dual members of Congress. Generally speak-
ing, however, it is my understanding that
there was again overwhelming support for

what the President proposed to do, although
Lo, t U
at least two of the members p:eseng‘éxpe

- -4
concern over certain aspects of ti% oper%§ on.
&
*

Department of State




MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

August 7, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: _ LES JANKA V

SUBJECT: The Unsinkable Mayaguez

Attached for your information are two letters from Chairman
Sparkman to State and CIA requesting information on the Mayaguez
incident; the SFRC is undertaking its own independent assessment
of this event.

A copy of State's response is also attached. The Situation Reports
requested were handed over, since they already had been provided
to the GAO. A copy of CIA's response will be provided when
available.






















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 8, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: JIM CONNOR
SUBJECT: Presidential Letters to
Members of the Mayaguez
Crew

Would appreciate your review and recommendation
of the attached file concerning the possibility of
sending Presidential letters to members of the
Mayaguez Crew,

Please return the entire file with your recommendation.
Thank you.




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 7, 1975

FOR: STAFF SECRETARY

FROM: ROLAND L. ELLIOTT/Z—‘

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTERS TO
MEMBERS OF THE MAYAGUEZ
CREW

With reference to your memorandum to me of September 2, the
National Security Council has recommended that the President
not send an individual letter to each of the MAYAGUEZ crew
members. (See attached memorandum.) Its recommendation

is based on the fact that five members of the crew have filed suit
against the United States Government, charging physical and
mental harm as the result of actions by U.S. military forces.

I concur with the NSC recommendation.
Should the President want to go ahead with the letters despite the
suits, or excluding those who have filed the claims, a suggested

letter is at Tab A.

RECOMMENDATION .

That the President not send letters to the MAYAGUEZ, crew,
Approve Disapprove
Letter to entire crew

Only to crew members
not filing claims




MEMORANDUM 5933

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

October 3, 1975 | |

MEMORANDUM FOR: ROLAND ELLIOTT
FROM: JEANNE W. DAVI]
SUBJECT: Presidential Letters to Crew Members

of the Mayaguez

The President has indicated (Tab C) that he would like to write to each
member of the Mayaguez crew.

The NSC believes that such letters may be inadvisable at this time because
five members of the crew have filed claims (Tab B) in the amount of

$350, 000 each against the U.S. Government charging that actions of U. S.
military forces caused them physical and mental harm. It would be par-
ticularly ironic for the President to congratulate those who are suing the
Government. Sending letters to all members of the crew but those five
would also be inadvisable.

Attached at Tab A is a suggested letter for the President's use if he
decides to send the letters in spite of the claims having been filed. A

list of the names and addresses of the Ma.xaguez crew is included with
the draft letter.




Dear /////11/]:

Before any more time passes, I want to express my admiration
for the courage and steadfastness that you and all the members

of the MAYAGUEZ crew displayed during the seizure of your ship.

The accounts of this incident which Captain Miller and others have
passed to me leave no doubt 1nmy mind that you all performed

magnificently.

I wish you good fortune and smooth sailing in your next endeavors,
and I hope that we will have an opportunity to meet personally some

time in the future.

With personal best wishes,

GRF

GRF:NSC:JHH:RLE:






Names and Addresses of the Crew Members of the MAYAGUEZ

Charles T. Miller
10281 Slater Avenue ,
Fountain Valley, California 92704

James P. Newman
P. O. Box 971
Reno, Nevada

Jared C. Myregard
6627 Ruffner Avenue
Van Nuys, California 91406

Burton 1L.. Coombs
1536 Vista Avenue
Richmond, California 94806

David C. English
2420 First Avenue, Box 58
Seattle, Washington 98121

Wilbert N. Bock
192 Summit Avenue
Bogata, New Jersey 07603

James C. Mullis
Rt. 2, Box 325
Wilmer, Alabama 36587

Salvatore E. Puntillo
2832 23rd Avenue
Kenoska, Wisconsin

Earl C. Gilbert
3710 Pine View Drive
Pascagaula, Mississippi

Williamm G. MacDonald
- 9204 Canal Street
Houston, Texas

Gerald W. Bayless
United Seaman's Service
P. O. Box 21

Fort Yokahama 29-191
Yokahama, Japan

Thomas V. LaBue
4851 Fiesta
Temple City, California

John E. Doyle
2319 Westbrook Drive
Toledo, Ohio

Herbert G. McDonald
141 Eddy Street
San Francisco, California

Polo Russy Vasquez
Pueta Santiago
Puerto Rico 00741

Albert C. Minichiello
3296 22nd Street
San Francisco, California

Alfred J. Rappenecker
858 Forrest Avenue
Palo Alta, California 94301

Raymond Friedier
169 Alcott Road
Rochester, New York 14626

Willfredo B. Reyes
54 Garibaldo Street, #2
Daly City, California 94104

Americo Faria
Oak Road, #217
Walnut Creek, California 94596

Robert W. Phillips
312 Pape Street
Balut Tonde
Manila, Philippines

Awat Sulaman
5049 N. 16th Street

Philadelphia, Pennsyl




Frank T. Conway
114 North 39th Avenue
Battleburg, Mississippi

Robert E. Zimmerman
2420 First Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98121

Carlos J. Guerrero
Rio Bianquito

Depto Cortes
Honduras, California

Stephen Zarley

Apt. 1-5B, Degusman Street
Concepiea, Marikima

Rizal, Philippines

Ervin W. Anderson
4640 Marques Drive
New Orleans, La. 70127

Guillermo C. Reyes
54 Garibaldi Street, #2
Daly City, California 94104

Angel 1,. Rios
Pasco Delmar 3093
Levittown, Puerto Rico 90432

William ¥. Bellinger
1111 H Street, N.W., Apt. 314
Washington, D.C. 10005

Munasser Omer
P. O. Box 474
Delano, California 93215

" Francis Pastrano
P. O. Box 114
Renner, La.

Darryl Kastl
3296 Sacramento Street
San Francisco, California 94115

Kassem Saleh
480 Ellis Street
San Francisco, California 94102

David B. Partridge

c/o Porsia, 6941 N, W. T7th St.
Plantation Gardens

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Geraldo Lopez
620 Lynnette Drive
Matairie, La. 70036

Anastacio Sereno

1623 Sunnydale

San Francisco, California

Clifford J. Harrington
123 Felix Street, Apt. 7
Santa Cruz, California 99080

Vernon Greenlin
2452 Melbrook Way
Santa Rosa, California 95405

Juan P. Sanchez

546 Ellington Avenue
San Francisco, California 94112
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