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teams that make the physical arrangements. There is little need to
conduct crowd-raising events at Vail, and local volunteers could
probably be used effectively for the types of activities the President
ordinarily does while there.

4. Although confusion continues to exist at both the RNC
and PFC on whether he will do a fund raiser, Jerry Jones and Bill
Nicholson advise that no political events are planned during this trip.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: ROBERT HARTMANN

Y
FROM: BENTON L. BECKER‘™
DATE: NOVEMBER 18, 1975
RE: RECOMMENDED PROCEDURES FOR 1975 PRESIDENTIAL

VACATION IN VAIL, COLORADO

In December, 1974, the First Family vacationed
in Vail, Colorado, for approximately ten. days, and the
Federal Treasury assumed certain of the costs associated
with that vacation. 1In light of the scrutiny of Presidential
travel by the Federal Election Commission, Governor Reagan,

and certain of the Democratic candidates for President,

- and the President's change to candidacy status from 1974

to 1975, I suggest that a different procedure be implemented

_ for the 1975 Presidential vacation.

In December, 1974, the Treasury of the United
States paid for the rental of Air Force One which carried

the President, Mrs. Ford and the Ford children to and from

-Vail, Colorado. Two White House advance men (full-time_

Government employees) advanced this trip while continuing




to draw Government paychecks. One advance man remained
in Vail throughout the duration of the vacation, incurring
billings for room and board which were subsequently sub-
mitted to and paid for by the Republican National Committee
iﬁ an amount in excess of Twelve Hundred Dollars., President
Ford rented quarters for himself and his family in Vail and
paid for same from his personal fuﬁds.

I recommend the following changes for the First

Family's 1975 Vail vacation:

l. That President Ford pay from his personal .. i>f:“'

funds a sum equal to First Class round trip air fare for
Mrs. Ford and the Ford children. (The Joint Committee on

Taxation investigating former President Nixon's tax returns

‘concluded that taxpayer Nixon had sustained a gain by virtue

of the free travel provided at Government expense to Mrs.
Nixon and the Nixon children.)

2. That no federally employed advance men, other
than Erick Rosenburger from Ron Nessen's office, participate
in any advance activities for this trip.

3. That non-government employed, voluntary advance
men be used to advance this trip.

4. That all bills incurred by the voluntary advance:
men duting the trip (i.e., air fare, room, board, automobile
rental, etc.) be forwarded directly-to President Ford and

paid for by President Ford from his personal funds.




5. I am informed that consideration is being
_givén to combining the December, 1975, Vail trip into a
partial vacation and partial PFC fund raiser. I recommend
against any such combination because any attempt to allocate
cost among the Government, PFC and President Ford's personal
funds, which would result from such a combined purpose trip,

would and could be criticized in several quarters.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 28, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: SHEILA WEIDENFELD

e ;r;Nt .!; ! A.i;; -
THROUGH: PHIL BUCHEN ; 2" ¢~
FROM: BARRY ROTH K.
SUBJECT: Press Travel Account

for the First Lady

In accordance with our conversation, atta.\éhed is a draft memorandum
from you to representatives of the media who wish to travel with the
First Lady. The memo requires each suéh traveler to pay a small
deposit in advance of the trip in order to eliminate the need of members
of your staff to use their personal funds for this purpose.

I suggest you entitle this account the "Press Travel Account, " and
that you authorize one member of your staff to sign the checks. As
we discussed, the account will be initially capitalized in the amount
of $10 from your personal funds, and which you intend to recoup as
part of the operating costs of the first trip following establishment
of the account.

In handling this account, the following guidelines should be observed
at all times:

. o«
1. All expenditures'must be supported by appropriate
documentation.

2. With the exception of the $10 referenced above, no funds
-are to be deposited in this account except from the news media
traveling with the First Lady.




3. No funds from any political committee are to be
deposited in this account, nor any expenditures made to any
political committee. If you feel that you are required to make
a payment to such a committee for services they may have
rendered on behalf of the media, please contact this office at
once to discuss the particular circumstances of such cases.

4, No expenditures are to be made except in connection
with travel by the news media. No funds may be loaned to representa-
tives of the media or the White House staff for their personal purposes,

5. The financial records from this account will be available
_ for inspection by representatives of the media, or appropriate
Federal agency, e.g., The Federal Election Commission. Should
such a request be made, please contact th\is office to coordinate

your response,

If you have any additional questions, plea§9 contact me,

o~




DRAFT -- November 28, 1975

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR: [MEMBERS OF THE FIRST
LADY'S PRESS CORPS]

FROM: SHEILA WEIDENFELD

SUBJECT: Travel with the First Lady

In order to make arrangements in advance for various services
required by the media accompanying the First Lady while on
travel, e.g., busses, press suites, office equipment, etc., it
is frequently necessary that payments be made in advance for at
least some of these items. Until now, such advance payments
have been made from the personal funds of members of my v
staff, pending reimbursement from the media. For reasons I
am sure you will understand, this practice has proven to be
unsatisfactory.

Accordingly, we have established a Press Travel Account which
will be used to collect funds received from the media for its pro
rata share of the expenses of travel with the First Lady. In order
to make payments from this account before reimbursement in full
is received from you, it is necessary that each representative of
the media wishing to travel with the First Lady make a [$25.00]
deposit check, payable to the "Press Travel Account', at least
[three] days prior to each trip. +This amount will be credited
against the total amount due for each trip.

This account is used only for the various expenses incurred on behalf
of the media in connection with such travel, and its records will be
"available by appointment for your inspection should you so desire.

I trust you will appreciate the need for this new procedure and I
will be pleased to respond to any questions you may have in this

regard, |

Thank you for your cooperation.

&
A




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTCN

March 19, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONNOR
FROM: PHIL BUCHEN { ~
SUBJECT: Complimentary Hotel Rooms

I have just been advised that when the President and
the First Lady travel, they are frequently offered
complimentary hotel rooms which have been accepted
whether or not the trip is political, official or
personal. Bob Visser agrees that acceptance of
complimentary rooms on political trips is an in-
kind contribution to the President's campaign, and
as such, is an illegal corporate contribution.
Accordingly, please take the appropriate steps to
discontinue immediately the acceptance of complimen-
tary rooms from hotels on political trips. My
office will work with Bob Visser to take appropriate
corrective action with respect to past travel.

While acceptance of complimentary rooms by the
President and the First Lady on official or
personal trips is not covered by this same
statutory prohibition, it should be avoided. The
gratuitous provision of rooms by corporations such
as ITT which do business with or are regulated by
the Federal Government, clearly raises problems of
appearance.

As you will recall, even when the President paid

for the Bass' house in Vail, we had numerous news

stories of how Mr. Bass would benefit from the President's
strip mine veto. There is a greater likelihood of
problems with respect to the donation of corporate-

owned facilities. Furthermore, on official travel,

the White House lacks the necessary statutory authority

to accept travel expenses and, therefore, official

travel expenses must generally be paid from appropriated
funds.

Please advise me of whatever follow-up action you take
in this regard.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONNOR

THROUGH: ED SCHMULTS@%O
FROM: BARRY ROTHRZ
SUBJECT: Political Travel on Air Force One

Referencing our conversation, attached at Tab A is a comparison
of the billings for the President's recent trips on Air Force One,
based on the pro rata and per seat formulas for allocating costs.

According to Bill Gulley, all trips have previously been billed on
a per seat basis,

In Phil Buchen's September 3, 1975, letter to the FEC, he stated
that ''the appropriate political committee will be charged by DOD
for its pro rata share of the hourly costs of using government-
owned aircraft, based on the percentage of passengers on board
who are present mainly or in part for a political purpose.' Bob
Visser shares our understanding that this was the decision made
last fall. If we do not use this formula, we should in some
fashion notify the FEC,

The following is the relevant provision of the FEC allocation
regulation for use of government aircraft:

"+.., the reportable expenditure for a candidate who
uses government conveyance or accommodations for
travel which is campaign-related is the rate for
comparable commercial conveyance or accommodation.
In the case of a candidate authorized by law or required
by national security to be accompanied by staff and
equipment, the allocable expenditures are the costs of
facilities sufficient to accommodate the party, less
authorized or required personnel and equipment "




-2-

Under this regulation, there is some question that the per
seat formula can be justified because of the differences in
commercial rates for charters or passenger flights and those
charged by DOD. An alternative to the per seat formula
would be merely to charge comparable first-class air fare
since the per seat formula really does not reflect the actual
"'political'tost of using the plane. In terms of comparability,
other candidates must pay for any seats they are unable to
rent on charters to the Secret Service and press,

Bob Visser has indicated that there is no objection to continuing
to use the pro rata formula. Idiscussed this with Phil before he

left and he indicated he supports the pro rata approach, rather
than making a change.

Please advise how these are to be charged in order that I can
complete the breakdown of expenses for the First Lady's Florida
trip.

























ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL
: THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON \

July 12, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH
DICK CHENEY
FROM: . PHIL BUCHEN 67

The House Government Operations Committee has requested
copies of manifests for helicopter flights by the President, Vice
President and Department of State between February 1, 1976,
and April 30, 1976, as part of the Committee's review of the
use of helicopters. Attached are copies of manifests that Bill
Gulley has provided to my office for the President's flights
during this period. Peter Wallison indicates that the Vice
President's office will follow our lead, but that they favor
responding to this request.

Although President Nixon refused to provide to the Joint
Committee on Internal Revenue Taxation copies of flight
manifests for Presidential flights, the only legal basis for
withholding such factual information is comity between the
executive and legislative branches. Such an argument is not
likely to inhibit Jack Brooks. However, we could insist upon
either a formal written request from Committee Chairman
Brooks or a resolution by the Committee that specifically
authorizes this study. This latter approach in particular may
serve to escalate the attention that is to be given to this inquiry
and might serve only to extend the time for our response.

Bill Gulley is scheduled to meet with Brooks' staff tomorrow
morning at 10 A,M. Bill recommends that someone else provide
the Committee with the requested documents because he has
indicated to them that they are part of the Presidential papers.
This approach does leave us open to an attempt by Jack Brooks
to focus on the use of the helicopters in connection with the

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL
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campaign. In this regard, the Committee may focus on our not
reimbursing DOD for the costs of ferrying the helicopters to
campaign sites when the President is not present. In addition,

I have recently learned that the press is billed at a 'commercial’!

rate for the use of helicopters which is approximately twice the
rate charged the PFC for the President's flights.

Please advise me of how you intend to proceed in this regard.

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL
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