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1he frieriis ot Charles Weidm.s.n 
are sad to announce that Charles died 
in his sleep, on the morning of July 
15th., 1975 

en July 22nd., he would ha-re been 
74 y-ears old. His irreplaceable 
pressrice will be sorely missed by all 
of. us. 'A tribute at lincoln Center 
is planned for the near future. 

A sma.11 memorial service will oo 
held on Tuesday t.luly 22nd., at the 
Ah~'Y Funeral Hane- 8 lst. Street am 
Madison Avenue, NYC, at 8 P.M. 
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Charles Weidman 
,..,eE DEATH OF CHARLES WEIDMAN on July 15, a 
.I. week before his 74th birthday, has deprived the . 

country of one the century's liveliest and most fertile 
creative spirits. 

Mr. Weidman was one of the founders-along with 
bis contemporaries Martha Graham and Doris Hum­
phrey-of the new and distinctively American art form 
which came to be known as modern dance. Fortunately, 
he lived long enough to witness the vindication of his 
early struggles, which is manifest in the current public 
enthusiasm for dance in all its forms. Personal recogni­
tion from high places also came his way; last August 
he received a handwritten note of gratitude from his 
former student, Betty Ford. 

Mr. Weidman will be remembered for diverse. accom­
plishments-the respect for male dancers he inspired by 
example and precept; his artistically fruitful collabora­
tion with Doris Humphrey; his contribution to the 
musical stage in such productions as "Sing Out,,Sweet 
Land"; the choreographic insights he passed on as a 
~acher to such successors as Jose Limon, Sybil Shearer, 
lack Cole and Bob Fosse. 

But more than anything, Mr. Weidman's place in 

history will probably be secured by his distinctive qual­
ities: the sense of history which inspired such works as 
"A House Divided,'' on Llncoln and the Civil War; the 
social conscience that produced "Lynchtown," a stinging 
indictment of racism; and a·bove all, ~rhaps, the wit 
that found expression in such brilliant comic inventions 
as "Fables for Our Times," based on the celebrated 
stories of James Thurber. 

Charles Weidman's mother was a roller-skating cham· 
pion -and his father a fire chief, and no exponent of the 
modern dance was ever more down to earth than their 
son Charles. No subject was too mundane for his chore­
ographic imagination, from bargain hunting to crap­
shooting to the stock market or the boxing ring. He 
often concerned himself in his work with the great, 
timeless themes of honor, aspiration or tragic destiny. 
But he also insisted that his dance creatio:qs be "as 
easily understandable as a movie," to use his own 
phrase. Perhaps that is why he seemed the ultimate 
Yankee among dance artists, uniquely combining a tense 
of humor and human perspective. It may be a long 
time 'before we see his like again-but the wait will 
surely be shorter because Charles Weidman lived. 
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