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TITLE 

The ~ost coveted of invitations is the one that bids you to 
'DINNER AT THE WHITE HOUSE• I 

}lP.S • FORD •s Q 'OTES FOR SPREA!:JS l TRr·UGH 6 

Spread 1 
"We want our guest~ to feel at l'>o!lle. 11 

Spread 2 
11At home we always served our guests informally, buf.fet style." 

Spread 3 
"President Scheel was daz-.:led by the centerpieces." 

Spread 4 
"At times it's good to pu.t aside your cares and dance." 

Spread 5 
"~ine's a roast beef plain on whole Wheat." 

Spread 6 
"I imagine, I was afraid this job wouldn't be any .fun." 

WHITE HOHSE COPY (interview only, additi,:'ti.al text. to come) 

Spread 1 (dinner) 
Over 150 g'~ests are coming for dinner this evenine. A dinner in 
the honor of Walter Sr.r,eel, President of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, and Mrs. Scheel. Only the hostR, Prer.ident and 
!-trs. Gerald R. Ford, could anticipate the evening with such sang-froid • 
But wait, sang-froid is hardly the word to describe a First Lady who 
Fays, "People think that you have to ~~o to Europe for something good. 
I want to show what can be done with the beautiful things we have to orrer 
in America." Knowing all is in readiness in the State Dining RoOll'l · 
as well as in the Blue· Room (here and opposite, lower left).• F.et.ty- Ferd 
has an hour for relaxing with her husband, secure in the privac;y of their 
home upstairs. The evening is hers, not from this moment alc.na, 
but from the earliest plannine with the President and her own staff. 
Tha decorat ions, the menu, the entertainment--a.11 have been arranged 
with the guests of honor in mind. Precisely at the ho~r '°f eight, 
the !resident and his Lady (Cont'd) 
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Spread 1 (cont'd) 

begin to descend the great stairway as the Marine Band strikes up 
Hail to the Chief • The Ford's ple~ure in hosting permeates 
the atmosphere. So !lltlch so tli.at even in the midst of White House 
precedent and protocol, they are relaxed as ever. Betty Ford 
means it when she says, "We want our guests to feel at home•"' 

Spread 2 
Betty Ford forthrightly ad mi ts it • "I'm no good with table 
decorations Jl\VSelf, but ! love them and think I recognize what is 
truly beautiful and irmovative." To illustrate, she cites 
Ro•.ert Miglio's decorations created for the dinner for President Scheel: 
Americana bottles spronting nearly-wild flowers. Asparagus spear
wrapped vases of tall a7.ure delphiniuMs. Baskets filled with 
fresh fruit and vegetables. "President Scl:.eel t-ras naz:r.led. At tir.ies 
he seemen totally, ha?pily distracted b;y- the natural beauty all around." 
This observation is from, she notes, "a gardener at heart. Well, . 
reall.Y a peasant." And with that remark, we have to summon up our, 
uh, sang-froid not to fall in~tantly in love with Betty Ford. All 
the world loves a gardener who confesses, "In the garden I alw8¥S 
pull off my gloves and dig right into the earth. I ~et a true sense 
of relaxation from this, really therapeutic." So it coMes as no 
surprise that this woman drapes t he dL~ner tables with trellis
patterned clotr~, centered by home garden beauty and set here with 
flower-circled china. It is the First Lady who is surprised--
and elated-- to hear us say that where we had expected pomp, we had 
encountered instead the charm of a truly gracious private home. 
"You don't know how pleased that !Tla.kes me feel. Tr.at is what I am 
trying to accompl ish with our official White House entertaining." 

Spread 3 
Having good ideas for party table decorations has always been a 
Betty Ford ha~it. "Now each time we entertain, I go through ll\Y 
files and search for wrat I feel is appropriate to the occasion 
and for the person l'eing honored." Mrs. Ford is oh,riously stLrnulated 
by her present opportunity to ~ake such ideas co~e to life. Then the 
First Lad7, hez:self a bed of flowers, a very slim one, dressed as 
she is in a flowered robe for our visit, confides, "I really prefer 
to see roses llnd other.-'beautiful flowers re!llain in- the gurden for 
as long as possible. At home I cut only one or two flm·1ers at a 
tb'1e and used them in mv hud ,rasef'. 11 ·Most assuredly, Betty Ford's 
White Ho Lse will be fillcn with growin~ things • . '!In 'fact," she adds, 
"one of these da:,"5 I'm goine tc go a"":d help the gardeners·" 
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Spread 4 
flight music by the Mari ie '"'ance Combo signals the begin.."ling of 
the dancing in the Granr~ _--CJer . Pres ider.t ?ord smiles a 
"May I have this dance , 'hone.v?"_ and ;the First Lady joins him. 
The after-dicner party is on. 1rwe b'oth love to dance. It's 
relaxing and stirnulati!l. a t the same time." The secret of the 
Fords' success at these affairs is that they do stay and 
participate. "If we left after one oance, everyone would feel 
that they were expecter. to. call it a night." So the band plays 
on. Guests who happen ~lso to be performers are invited to sing 
or play imprompta. Depending on the country and the head of state, 
nwe determine tre ~ue~t, list "nd the e vening's entertairurient. If 
someone preferred cha"tr e.,. m :sic, we would be elad to provide it." 
Hours later, tavine rid farewells to all, the PresidE'lnt and his 
Lady retreat upstairs, qrm in arm, to "collapse and share· 
anecdotes the way we a l ~ ·s have." 

TI'IlLE SP~ 5 (PICNIC ) 

Betty Ford entertains "'ngressional wives on the White House lawn 

1BRING YOUR "BRCXHi 0 AQ" Lu1JCH' 

TEXT SPREAD 5 & 6 (additional text to come) 

Spread 5 
At the January meeting of the Republican Congressional Wives Club, 
Betty ::'ord invited rnem'ners to a su::uner picnic at the ~·!hite House. 
"I might have to ask you to 'brown bag' it, 11 she told them. wwith 

· all this inflation my rus-0and is after me to cut down." When it 
ca.me time to send 0·1t t,he invitations, "brown-bagging" seemed 
sensible regardless o!. t..l1e econov. "What else could anyone want 
for a su!'Tllner picnic t han tteir own favorite fare?" On picnic dcv, 
the hostess didn't want her T~ests to be peanut-butter thirsty or 
sunburr.ed or to have to worr7 about an; €:re,ss stains !!lade by 
sitting on the Oval Drive'~ lawn. 

Ha~pily, the day was s unny, even hot. Put t~e~e was a nice 
cooling breeze beneath P-.e pa"asol of an old lincen tref', and 
enough tables and ben.c l":es for 110 ~own-t:a~~ers to rough it in 
comfort, with perfectl~' ~tE>r.> ped Southern iced tea.~-" '1inted but 
not julepped" for ref· esh!lent . And just to make thin~s perfect, 
there is the First La.dj' . As sha appears on t he t ,alctmy , then 
starts down the stairs, ~:rs . Fo.,. d is hidden b:;r photo ;::raphers 
until she finally brea~~ free on to the su nlit lawn. For an 
instant the slender figure appears s ;.lrprisingly vulnerable:. 
Then she spots an old frie~d . They greet, embrace and Betty Ford 
is all smiles. It is clearly a happy occ:asion. J oking, '3he says, 
"At least yo got what yo. wa nte<i since you had to bring yo•ir own." 
And what fare has the t.ostess ba gged? "?'1ine 's a roast beer 
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Spread 5 (cont'd) 

plain on whole wheat •11 · 

Spread 6 
Exactly one hour later in the family sitting room in the 
White House, Mrs. Ferd confesses, "I was afraid this job 
wouldn't be any fun, but I t,horou~hly enjoy it. For the 
time ~e are he.re, this will be the kL"ld of home I~ve always 
kept. ·re often have casual l'uffet with our old friends, 
and when the children are home, we dir..e with them." . What about 
the children?" "Well, they wererl t too thrilled at the thought 
of living here either, but they know it's the same as before. 
On a moments notice they can still bring home their friends for 
dinner. My role has changed from cooking more to that of 
checkL'l'lg with the kitchen. So far we always seem to have 
enough." An hour of tall\: passes and thoughts of overstay have· 
begun to set in when a figure bounds across the other• end of 
the room, his jacket trailing and his tie loosened. The 
President waves a hello to all, S:l'liles an.~ "I love you" to 
his wife and tells her, "I'rn going to play tennis for an hour.11 ' 

As we leave, though,the First Lady is anticipating his im."lediate 
return. "My husband h<3s ".lo idea how hot it is•" 
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