
The original documents are located in Box 38, folder “Get Well Cards and Letters (1974)” 
of the Betty Ford White House Papers, 1973-1977 at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 

Library. 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Betty Ford donated to the United States 
of America her copyrights in all of her unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



October 25. 1974 

Dear Dick: 

ftlmk• ao much for the book lltftla Prophet• 
you sent to - 4urin9 my hoap.it.al at.&y. X 
really feld bad aalring all of you atay at. 
Bethesda just becaua• I had to fJ•t. aick. 
I hopl we can all. be out in tha fr•b air 
and doing lots of thin9a in the very near 
future. 

It waa a r-1 comfort. bowing that J1>U were 
the• at. the boapital if I needed acmiathincJ. 

211• PreaJ.d•t joirul - in a«ldJ.ng vu.eat 
regarde. 

Sincerely. 

Mr. •• Jt.iebard Hartwig 
6580 Yadkin Court 
Mexandria. Virgiftia 22310 
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A BA)KET of CHEER 
tf-)c-J'5 con;ir)g- your wo.y 

To l1g-f-)t«r) your f-:i«o.rt 

or)d brig-f-)t«r) your do.y ... 



A BOUQUET 
of HAPPY THOUGHT) 

tiC<d wit0 ~ 5-rr;ilQ 

To 0opC< you'll fC<C<I bC<ttC<r 

it) ju5t ~ 50ort w0ilC< ... 



Asox 
of GOOD w15HE5 

to 0op« you•ll 5000 b<:< 

w<:<ll OI/ t0« roo.d 

to r<:<cov<:<ry ... 
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1he remainder ef our collect-ion 
will he sent- io ik 

c:Am.erican- Ca.na.r Society 
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Get Well Soon 
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Pawpr1nts 
HANCOCK , N.H. 
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-World-Herald Photo l\_v. · F.udy Smitn. 

Andrea Stranglen,_Ji511 South 105th Street, and Steve Rosenberg, 3122 Woolwo~ .&,vehrie ••• look 
at site. 

'They're Nutty' 

'Who Looks at a Vacant LOO' 
, By John Taylor - an~ a h~~e-made: sign that 'A'.ere. Later, someo.ne moved th 
That' the w y 't is _ you get proclaims: Birthplace of Pres. s1~n to the south side of the lot. 

s . a I . Ford." . Posing 
a new President and right away Rosenberg said that two men Now, he said, people r:ot ony 
is birthplace becomes a tourist and two women drove up to the are driving _pa~t to look, ~u 

attraction. lot Friday and put the sign on som~ ~re stop~mg an~ posmg 
J. H. Rosenberg, who lives at the east side of the lot. He said for p1c.ures behmd the s1 . 

3122 Woolworth Avenue, · tjhe doesn't know 'who the people our ".l"omen rove up 
. . ar ana first one and then th 

across the stre~t from the birt?- 1 other would stand behind the 
place of President Ford, said : sign "~er'":s~a~~~P'lli!oM~ 
Friday he has ~!ready noti~ed ' their children behind the 
some strange thmgs happemng sign. 
in the neighborhood. "I don't understand it," he 

"They' are nutty, said Rosen- said. "There's nothing there but 
berg, a residen.t of the area for a vacant lot. They ought to get 
o years. "A party from Vir- Ford back here again. Maybe 

ginia visiting in the neighbor they would clean it up." 
hood drove up, dug up some dirt 

· · em.'' ~ J.. • •'a.. 0------
Vacant ot 

President Ford's birthplace 
now is nothing but a vacant lot. 
The old three-story apartment 
building where he was born was 
tom down following a fire sev­
eral years ago. 

The lot now has nothing but 
w a i s t-high weeds and some 
• ps leading from the sidewalk 
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SMILE! 



It makes 

the nurses wonder 

what you're up to! 

GET WELL S©ON ! 
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Think of the days of pleasure 
and health 
And not of the moments of pain 
Think of the times when the 
sun was shining 
Not when the clouds held rain 
Think of the dreams that lie 
before you-
The joys that will come by and by 
Think "happiness" only and soon 
you will see 
That the sun has returned to the sky 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 3, 1974 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

At Christ Episcopal Church in Rockville, Maryland our 
Intercessors pray around the clock for you and special 
prayers, are said at all services. We pray that each 
day will be better for you than the one just past. 

In my own regular thirty prayer minutes each day, I too 
ask for all of the best for you. Perhaps the following . 
prayer poem will illustrate my feelings for you and your 
recovery: 

My eyes, I raise petitioning Lord, 
That Thou will bless, dear Betty Ford. 

Bring her to health and make her whole, 
Assist her doctors in their goal. 

- 0 -

To us, dear Lord, she is beloved, 
All others in our land, above. 

We, many times, throughout each day, 
Stop and for her cure we pray. 

- 0 -

Now, Lord, I beg that soon she'll be, 
From all her ailments truly free. 

For these gifts, Lord, my thanks I make, 
And pray this, Lord, for Betty's sake. 

John E. Nidecker 
Special Assistant to the President 

I / 

Mrs. Gerald R. \ Ford / 
Bethesda Naval Medical Center 
Washington, D.C. 
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