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'Never in My Wildest Dreams' · ~.. } 

By Frances Cawthron 
Journal Fashion Editor 

WASHINGTON, D.C.
A big grin spread across the 
still pretty face of Martha 
Quarles of Smyrna as she 
stretched to see around cam
eramen and reporters who 
were recording the moment 
when her second grade pupil 
of years ago, Frankie Welch, 
became a part of United 
States history. 

Mrs. Welch, smiling her
self, was posing with Mrs. 
Gerald Ford and Smithson
ian Institution director S. 
Dillon Rupley after the First 
Lady officially had donated a 
gown designed by Mrs. 
Welch, a Rome, Ga., native 
to the national museum. 

Several years ago, when 
Miss Quarles, who describes 
herself as "just an old-maid 
schoolteacher who loves 
children" had gone to a cere
mony at the cultural center in 
Rome, Ga., at the invitation 
of Mrs. Welch, who was 
being honored (and who 
never forgets her friends), 
she said, "I was so proud I 
was about to cry." Here, 
watching the chic, grown-up 
version of the little girl who 
had been "very bright, smart 
and sweet" receiving the 
highest honor a fashion de
signer can have, she was all 
happy smiles. 

As friends and media 
pressed around Mrs. Welch 
and Mrs. Ford, the ex-Geor
gian's two blonde daughters, 
Genie, a student at Furman 
University, and Peggy, who 
came with her husband Page 
Williams from Charlottes
ville, Va., watched their 
mother being honored with 
soft smiles on their own 
faces. 

The dress, which Mrs. 
Ford has described as her 
favorite- she wouldn't do
nate it to the Smithsonian 
until Mrs. Welch had made 
her a duplicate-is a long, 
simple gown, a version of a 
princess silhouette, with a 
high band collar in a gentle 
spring green. Although it is 

Georgian' s Gown Becomes Part of U.S. Histery·-

Mrs. Welch, Mrs. Ford and 
embroidered in small chrys
anthemums with sequins of 
the same soft color, it has no 
tacked-on frou-frou, and 
supposedly will stand 
throughout history on the 
mannequin without acces
sories. 

Mrs. Ford wore it first at a 
state dinner for the Shah of 
Iran on May 15, 1975, and 
has since been seen in it at a 
summer '75 Salzburg, Aus
tria, state dinner; a Japanese 
Embassy dinner in Washing
ton in the fall of '76, and at 
the state dinner for King 
Juan Carlos of Spain on June 
2, 1976. Its design is timeless, 
which is one reason Mrs. 
Ford likes it, and the classical 
simplicity of it undoubtedly 
will make it appear attractive 
to future generations of view
ing Americans, whereas a 
few of the First Lady gowns 
appear almost dowdy now. 

Ripley, who opened the 
ceremonies in the hall of the 
First Ladies commented to 
an audience of friends, press 
and a number of descendants 
of other First Ladies, that the 
exhibition is so popular-

Mannequin at Smithsonian 

"the most popular, possibly 
short of the Hope Diamond, 
but I think this is really 
it," -that the carpet in front 
of the displays keeps wearing 
out. 

Mrs. Ford, not a strand of 
reddish-gold hair out of 
place, entered wearing a 
white suit with a pink tock 
blouse and a large gold 
liberty bell pinned to her 
collar. She gazed at the 
mannequin wearing Mrs. 
Welch's dress for a long 
moment, smiling, then said 
"I am delighted to have one 
of my very favorite dresses in 
this collection. When I 
brought visitors to this hall, I 
never in my wildest dreams 
expected to be a part of it. 
... It's going to take some 
time to get used to the idea I 
can come over and see my
self." She joked that she is 
always hearing children go
ing through the exhibit ask
ing "Who's that, Mama?" 
and that it's going to seem 
strange to hear them answer 
that it's Betty Ford. 

After the ceremonies, there 
was a reception with sherry 

(and orange juice for teetot
lers) and Mrs. Ford and the 
designer chatted about the 
farmer's son Mike, who went 
to school with Mrs. Welch's 
son-in-law. The First Lady 
and Mrs. Welch have been 
friends for more than a 
decade, beginning when 
Gerald Ford was a congress
man and Mrs. Ford modeled 
clothes from the former 
Georgian's Alexandria bou
tique for a news story. Mrs. 
Ford had been a model and 
fashion coordinator as a 
young woman, and in 1968, 
coordinated a show in which 
Mrs. Welch's red, white and 
blue daisy fabric (the "of
ficial'' material of the Re
publican party at that time) 
was debuted. 

Prior to the ceremony, the 
Welch Family, Miss Quarles, 
Miss Sue Griffith of Rome 
(Frankie Welch's first cloth
ing teacher), long-time friend 
Mrs. William (Margaret) 
Gaines, also of Rome, and 
Pope McDonald, of Dallas, 
who had been a teen-age boy
friend, were ushered through 
a throng of tourists who were 
held back by ropes. They 
stood waiting along with 
press and other guests amid a 
babble of voices, as by eerie 
contrast around them the 
mannequins of former first 
ladies stood in frozen silence 
in duplications of White 
House rooms. 

Later, when the manne
quin of Mrs. Ford was placed 
inside a setting which copies 
the White House East Room, 
the First Lady stood and 
looked at herself for a while. 
She is standing next to Mrs. 
Nixon, on the same side of 
the room as Mrs. Lyndon B. 
Johnson and Jacqueline 
Kennedy. Mrs. Florence 
Kling Harding, who was First 
Lady from 1921 to 1923 
missed the party. Normally 
also in the same setting, whe 
and her gown had been 
removed for study. 

Frankie Welch, who was 
wearing a chocolate brown 

(continued on back) 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND TECHNOLOGY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560 

Received fran Margaret B. Klapthor, Curator of Political History 

thru Betty Monkrnan, Office of the Curator of the White House, one 
I 

green chiffon scarf matching the gown which represents Mrs. Gerald 

Ford in the Collection of Dresses of the First Ladies of the White 

House. 

Nancy Chirdon 
Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Date 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND TECHNOLOGY 

Ms. Nancy Chirdon 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Nancy, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560 

September 16, 1976 

I am enclosing the Deed of Gift for the dress which Mrs. Ford has 
given to the First Ladies CDllection. You will notice I included the 
scarf in the things to be accessioned. If you decide to take it back 
to the White House we can just cross it off, but if it is to stay, 
this will save the necessity of a second Deed of Gift. 

Please call me when you are ready to cane over to the Museum. 
We would be happy to have any of you at any time. It has been a 
great pleasure working with you and the other members of Mrs. Ford's 
staff. 

Mrs. Ford might like to know that the Grand Rapids Chapter of 
the league of Warien Voters has sent us the letter in which Mrs. Ford 
acknowledges her ma:nbership in the league. We think this will be an 
interesting addition to the cases in the hall in which we exhibit 
material relating to the First Ladies. 

The photograph is sent with our canpliments. 

Enclosures: 3 

Sincerely, 

Margaret B. Klapthor 
Curator 
Division of Political History 



--·-~--~-~~ --

Deed of Gift to 

The National Museum of History and Technology 

of the 

Smithsonian Institution 

By these presents I (we) hereby irrevocably and 

unconditiona~ly transfer to the National Museum of 

History and Technology of the Smithsonian Institution 

by way of gift effective immediately, all my (our) 

right, title, and interest in and to the following 

object(s) which I (we) own: 

Green nylon chiffon evening dress &Rd &iQaJ:f 

Muslin pattern for dress 

Bra 

Pair of white cotton gloves 
String of culture:l pearls necklace 

'IDrAL NUMBER OF 0BJF.CrS = i'aJR (4) FIVE ~5) 

Witness my (our) hand and seal 

this l°'-~ day 0~4!~ec , 19] ~ . 

~~al 
Seal 

~~~~~~~~~~-

I , " 
Received by fho '• ·:"' , I ( _\'• tJ\.,1·_·, 

Margaret B. Kl.apthor, Cllf8:tor 
DATE: (n /J y / 7 G, 

I I 

SI-2877 
Rev. 11-28-73 

31.1.9 
'-·' -

.~ 



GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

ITEM TRANSFER FORM 

The item described below has been transferred from this file to: 

X Audiovisual Unit 

Oversized Container 

Book Collection 

Ford Museum in Grand Rapids 

Item: 1 black-and-white photograph of First Lady Betty Ford viewing the most recent additions 
to the collection of First Ladies gowns at the National Museum of History and Technology. 
Photo courtesy of the National Museum of History and Technology, Smithsonian Institution. 

The item was transferred from: Betty Ford White House Papers 
Box 9 
Folder: First Ladies Gown Collection (Smithsonian) 

ACCESSION NUMBER (A/V & Museum Transfers only): 1979-NLF-010 

Initials/Date SD/3-15-2017 
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Subject: Mrs. Gerald R. Ford views the most recent additions to the collection of 
First Ladies gowns; gowns shown were worn by, from center to right: 
Mamie Doud Eisenhower, Jacqueline Bouvoir Kennedy, Claudia (Lady Bird) 
Taylor Johnson, Patricia Ryan Nixon, and Elizabeth Bloomer Ford. 

Exhibit: Hall of First Ladies, National Museum of History and Technology . 

Credit: Photograph courtesy of the National Museum of History and Technology, 
Smithsonian Institution. 

For further· informat ion contact: 202-381-6586 . 
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