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Susan Ford -2~ June 5, 1976

Mary D. Ayer apartments, also known as the Temperance apartments.
The town's early history is full of facts about the Ayers.

Adele Ayer married Levi Gardner, another gentleman with strong
connections both to you and to Harvard. He and his wife are your
great-grandparents, which you probably know. But did you know he
was Harvard's seventh mayor? A respected businessman of the town,
with his family he occupied a house on Church Boulevard, next to
his wife's uncle, E. M. Titcomb.

The Gardners had a daughter, Dorothy. She attended Harvard schools
and church services at the Episcopalian Church from which the con-
gregation moved only a couple of years ago. She was married from
that church. She was your grandmother, a fact of which, we are sure,
you are fully aware.

That was about the end of your family's and Harvard's close connec-
tion because following her marriage, your grandmother no longer lived
here; and shortly thereafter your great-grandparents also moved,
going to Michigan. But in the fifty or sixty years when Harvard was
setting down her roots, your ancestors played a very big part in our
town. Their history and ours were interlaced. They rest in our
cemetery. Their names are part of our daily routine, as familiar

to us as they were to their friends and neighbors of more than a
century ago. -

We hope you will accept our town and make it a part of your personal
history, just as your family is a part of the town's chronicles.

Sincerely,

HARVARD
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO THE “OUTLINE GENEALOGY
OF THE BLOOMER FAMILY”

In The RecorD for October, 1938 (Vol. 69., pages 323—338)

Bloomer is an English surname believed to have originated during the 12th
century. Itsderivation is given in Harrison's Surnames of the United Kingdom
as follows: “Bloomer (Eng.), Ironmaker (Worker at a Bloomery). [Middle
English, 12th to 15th centuries, blomerie: from Old English bléma, a mass of
metal]. William le Blomere, Calendarium Genealogicum (time of Henry III-
Edward I).” And in Bardsley’s Dictionary of English and Welsh Surnames the
derivation is given as follows: ‘' Bloomer, Blomer, Blumer. Occup. ‘the
bloomer,” a worker at a bloomery, or bloom-smithy. The surname is found in
Ulverston Church register alongside Ashburner, while remains of ancient
bloomeries are found in the woods throughout the district.”” Obviously the
surname has no relation to the German “Blum.”

Mr. Joseph Gavit, Acting Director of the New York State Library at Al-
bany, New York, himself a Bloomer descendant, has sent in an old Bloomer
record which was sent to his father before 1887. It was marked ‘' Received by
F. A. B. Palmer (No. 169) from Mrs. M. E. H. Travis.”” No effort has been
made to prove or disprove any of these statements, but it is known that Robert?
Bloomer had two wives named Rachel and Sarah (no trace has been found of an
Elizabeth Bullis), and it seems pretty certain that he was born about 1634, not
1628, as the record suggests. Here it is: “This record was received from a
daughter of Joseph Coleman Hart, U. S. Consul to Santa Cruz. He died in
1855. He was a grandson of Jonathan Hart and Elizabeth (No. 24), daughter
of Gilbert Bloomer (No. 11) and Hannah Theall Bloomer, both of Rye, N. Y.
Robert Bloomer (No. I) was born in the city of Birmingham, England. At the

- age of 14 he was bound to a nailer, and after serving seven years he travelled

to London where he was kidnapped and brought to Boston, Mass., A.D. 1649,
and sold to serve a blacksmith 4 years; after he had stayed 2 years he left his
master and went to Rhode Island, from there to the east end of Long Island
and from there to Setawket, in which place he set up the blacksmith’s trade,
after which he went to New England, where he married Elizabeth Bullis,
brought her home and removed to New Rochelle in Westchester County, where
he had two sons, Robert and John, and died at the advanced age of 102 years.”
The rest of the record agrees substautially with the genealogy as published.

No. 31 (p. 329). William* Bloomer was born in * Butter Hill mountains.”
(See letters in notes on No. 73.)

No. 52 (p- 332). Reuben* Bloomer and his wife Nancy Teed had children,
as is proven by the census records, but no record of them has been found. It
seems probable that one of them was Nancy Bloomer, born Feb. 10, 1803, in
Ulster Co., N. Y., who married Nov. 25, 1824, Jesse Lorenzo Simkins (Bible
records). Their first child, J. Nelson Simkins, was born in Rochester, Ulster
Co., Oct. 17, 1825, and they were living in Chemung Co. in 1836 where their
last child was born. In 1843 they bought a farm at Hulburton, Orleans Co.,
N. Y., where Nancy Bloomer Simkins died Nov. 29, 1850, and her husband on
June 30, 1852. Family tradition states that Nancy had a brother Reuben,
married, an unmarried brother Chauncey, and a sister Eliza who married a
Mr. Greene. Nancy Bloomer Simpkins was the great-grandmother of N. R.
Peet (letter from Mrs. N. R. Peet, Webster, N. Y.).
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1940.)  Additions and Corrections to the * Qutline Genealogy of the Bloomer Family.” a5

UNPLACED MEMBERS OF THE BLoOMER FaMiLy

Elisha Bloomer and his wife Frances Moon had a daughter Alice Ann
Bloomer, who was born in 1833 and died in 1919. She mar. Apr. 26, 1855,
John North Sterns, 1831-1907, a distinguished New York merchant, and
Warden of St. George's Church (letter from the late Rev. R. Townsend Hen-
shaw of Rye, N. Y.).

Elizabeth Bloomer married William Graham, Jan. 2, 1776 (THe REcorp,
Vol. 31, p. 175)- _ , ,

N Elizabeth Bloomer, sister of Jemima Bloomer who married Thomas
Cornwell, b. May 29, 1778, died Dec. 27, 1814, mar. Daniel LaMoreaux, b.
Aug. 27, 1771, d. July 14, 1853, and had 8 children. (Letter from Mrs. H. C.
Barton, Miami Beach, Fla. Mrs. Barton has also sent much valuable data on
the Bioomer family of central New York State.)

Isaac Bloomer and his wife Abigail had a son Edgar Bloomer, who mar. on
March 29, 1834, aged 20, Catherine GOsborn, aged 18, dau. of Benjamin and
Elizabeth Osborn.  Wit: William Brower and Laura Bloomer (New Hamburg,
N. Y., Marriages, p. 40. MS. *“Wappinger Creek,”” N. Y. Gen. & Biog. Soc.).

Isaac Bloomer and his wife had 8 children, the youngest of whom, Joshua
Bloomer, was born in New York State, Feb. 10, 1846. When Joshua was a
small boy his family settled in Wisconsin. Joshua later went to Indianapolis,
Ind., and then to Bloomington, Ill., where he mar. Parthenia Haefer, a native
of McLean Co., about 1831. Had a son Ernest Bloomer and a daughter Nellia

Bloomer Parker (newspaper clipping sent by Mrs. May Hart Smith, Pasadena, -

Cal.). :

Jemima Bloomer, sister of Elizabeth Bloomer who mar. Daniel LaMoreaux,
b. Aug. 27, 1774, d. in Scipio, N. Y., Sept. 29, 1823; mar., date unknown,
Thomas Cornwell, b. Mar. 19, 1773, Kings Co., N. Y., d. Aug. 20, 1852, Perry,
N. Y. Children: Gilbert, b. 1794; Nancy, b. 1796; Selah, b. 1798; Keziah, b.
1800; Joshua, b. 1802; Susan, b. 1804; Thomas, b. 1806; Daniel, b. 1810; Wil-
liam, b. 1813, and Eliza Ann, b. 1815 (letter from Mrs. H. C. Barton, Miami
Beach, Fla.). :

John H. Bloomer, date and place of birth unknown, married in New York
City, Julia Smith, dau. of John Smith, a Baptist minister. Their only child,
Theophilus J. Bloomer, was born in New York City about 1836. He married
Malvina Devoo Wakeman in that city, and had Millard J. Bloomer, Harvey N.
Bloomer, and May W. Bloomer (letter of Millard J. Bloomer, Jr., New York
City).

John Bloomer of New York married Jane Coles of New York, July 6, 1833,
in New York City (Marriage Record of the Rev. Henry Chase, p. 27. MS.,
N. Y. Gen. & Biog. Soc.).

Phel))e Bloomer mar. Shadrick Richards, Jan. 26, 1796 (THE Recorp, Vol.
32, p. 12).

Uriah or Ury Bloomer of New Marlborough, N. Y. Had a son James
Bloomer. (See notes on No. 73, Thomas Bloomer.)

Rachel Bioomer, b. 1762, d. 1820-1 in New York City, mar. ab. 1784 in

New Marlborough, N. Y., John Gaffit (Gavet). (See notes on No. 73, Thomas

Bloomer.)

William Bloomer, Methodist clergyman, of Thompson (now Monticello),
Sullivan Co., N. Y., appeared in the 1850 census. His age was 42, and he was
born in New York State. His wife was Nelly M., aged 37, and his children
were Catherine, 12; Eliza, 10; Sarah, 8; Ellen, 6; Mary, 5; Jacob, 3;and John, 6/
12 (N. Y. Census, 1850).

Howarp S. F. RanborpH, La Jolla, Cal.
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