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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 7, 1975 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

" ~\.°'-~~ L~\\- e <' s ~ 
M.eYV\°' u 

First, I want to identify myself. I am Phil Buchen's 
secretary. He and Bunny have spoken so much of you that 
I really feel I know you myself. I have wanted many times 
to write a note to let you know how we appreciate your 
warm personality and your generosity to the staff (and also 
that of your husband), but felt I didn't want to impose on your 
time. My husband and I were privileged to be included in 
the reception you and the President gave on August 23, 1974, 
and wanted you to know how much we enjoyed the evening. 

You have been in our prayers, and we are so pleased that 
you have recovered so beautifully. I can well understand how 
your back can flare up. I suffered for a year and a half with 
mine - - hardly able to walk - - and finally had surgery. I'm 
just fine now. I know how miserable you can be. We will 
continue to pray for the recovery of your back also. 

And now I want to tell you of someone I feel sure you will 
remember - - Vicki Chern. Vicki is a lovely girl - - 27 years 
old - - who made application to work on your staff, but it is 
my understanding that you had already selected your staff 
when you received her resume. 

She met you at your home in Alexandria when she was News 
Director for USIA and spent the afternoon doing a filming. 
She told me that at a press dinner a few weeks later you recognized 
her and came over for a chat. She was so ve ry pleased that you 
would remember her. 
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I had a phone call from a mutual friend yesterday afternoon 
who said Vicki was on the operating table at that precise 
moment having a breast removed. If you might remember 
her and have the time, I know how much it would mean to 
her to have some word from you. She is in Room 3ll6-E 
at George Washington Hospital. I talked again to our friend 
last night and he said she was really doing fine. Then I 
called Vicki this afternoon, and she really sounds wonderful 
and said she is feeling pretty well. 

Thanks so much for the good feeling you have brought back 
to the White House. Our very best to you and your wonderful 
family. 

Sincerely, 

Eva Daughtrey 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Octobe r ll, 1974 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

The Office of Women's Programs reJ01ces with 
your family and friends in welcoming you hom e . 
Our prayers and thoughts were with you during 
the trying past two weeks, as they will be with 
you during your r ecupe ration period. 

Our b est wishes for a speedy recovery. 

Fondly, 

Pat Lindh 
Special Assistant to the Couns ellor 

~---~t; 
Karen Keesling 

Director 

//'7b?z~~~ 
.Noreen McDaniel 

Secretary 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 9, 1974 

Dear Mrs. Ford, 

In these times that are full of emotion, words 
are difficult to find. 

Please know that I am standing by to be of 
assistance to you and your staff during this time of 
transition. There is a loyal and able staff here that 
will be so glad to help in any way. I hope that you will 
feel free to call me at any time - the White House 
operators always know how to find me. 

My prayers are with you and the Ford family. 
I am grateful that our country has such a fine, strong 
First Family. 

With admiration, 

Sincerely yours, 

~J~ 
Lucy ~inche st er 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 9th, 1974 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

There are really no words to express my 
emotions on a day such as this as I know you can 
under stand. 

My thoughts and prayers also go out to you 
and I want you to know that I stand by in any way 
that I possibly can to help you and your staff during 
the transition period. Please don't hesitate to call 
me either at my office or at home - 232-2876. 

May God bless and support you and your family 
during the difficult days ahead. 

With respect and admiration, 

Sincerely, 

Helen McCain Smith 
Press Secretary to 
Mrs. Nixon 
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