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Message 

These art treasures from the Imperial Collection, to­
gether with a selection from the National Museum, are 
being exhibited in Washington, D.C. and New York, to 
commemorate the first visit of a reigning monarch of 
Japan to the United States, which is an event of great 
significance in the history of friendly relations between 
the two countries. 

Japanese culture was influenced by Chinese culture 
for many centuries and by the West in modern times. In 
the meantime, J apan has not only absorbed those ex­
ternal cultures, but developed a unique culture of her 
own in distinct contrast to them. 

The Imperial Household has concerned itself through­
out the ages with such enrichment of Japan's culture and 
has played an important role in the preservation of her 
traditions and the promotion of cultural achievements 
of her people. Objects in the custody of the Imperial 
Household include many precious works of art, reflect­
ing its unceasing patronage of art and culture. 

The selection for this exhibition has been made es­
pecially with the Bicentennial of the United States in 
mind. It therefore contains the representative works of 
artists who were active 200 years ago, such as Ito 
Jakuchii and Sakai Hoitsu, and other works accepted as 
masterpieces of modern Japanese art, ranging from that 
time down to the early 1930s. In addition, there are five 
paintings by Her Majesty the Empress, specially loaned 
for this exhibition. 

This exhibition is an expression of the feeling of respect 
and friendship of the Japanese people toward the United 
States and her people. I earnestly hope that it will prove 
interesting to the American people and deepen their ap­
preciation of Japanese culture and will contribute to the 
increase of cultural exchange and mutual understanding 
between our two countries. 

Tokyo, September, 1975 

Kiichi MIY AZA WA 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 


