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MRS. FORD 

EVENT: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

GUESTS: 

BACKGROUND: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

"Adams Chronicles" Photo 

Wednesday, April 7, 1976 

3:00 p.m . 

Blue Room, State Floor 

Leora Shepherd Dana, portrayed Abigail Adams 
Virginia Weltmen Kassel, Executive Producer, "Chronicles" 
Joseph P. Downer, Executive Vice President, Atlantic 
Richfield Company 

Ronald s. Berman, Chairman, National Endowment for Humanities 
Also attending: William E. Duke, Atlantic Richfield 

Darrell E. deChaby, Endowment for Humanities 

The Adams Chronicles is the first major historical 
dramatic series ever to be produced by American television 
and its most ambitious venture to date. The thirteen-week 
series , which premiered on January 20th, traces the story 
of the Adams family through four generations and 150 years 
of American history, history which they played such a 
significant role in shaping . In telling the story of this 
remarkable family , which produced two Presidents, a 
Vice-President, a Secretary of State, ambassadors, and 
members of Congress, among others , the hour-long dramas 
bring to life for this generation of viewers many of the 
formative events in our past . 

The Adams Chronicles was made possible by a cooperative 
venture, over a five year period, between a Federal agency, 
a private foundation , and a member of the corporate sector. 
The National Endowment for the Humanities provided a 
$1 million outright grant and a further $1.5 million to 
match private funds. $1.5 million was contributed to the 
Endowment by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the 
Atlantic Richfield Company made a grant of $1 . 2 million 
directly to WNET for the Series' production. ~ r' 



SEQUENCE: 

3:00 p.m. 

3:10 p.m. 

NOTE: 

'\~an porter 

~h 7, 1976 

-2-

All associated with the Adams Chronicles are in town 
to attend a special reception honoring the Series at 
the Decature House tonight attended by members of the 
House and Senate and other guests. While they are in 
town, they would like to present to you copies of the 
books which have come out of this series which are: 
The Adams Chronicles; The Book of Abigail and John; 
and The World of the Adams Chronicles Forging our Nation. 
They will also present the John Adams Bicentennial Medal. 

When your guests have assembled, Susan Porter will 
escort you to the Blue Room for photographs with 
Abigail Adams in front of the John Quincy Adams 
portrait. 

Abigail (Leora Dana) will present to you copies of 
the three books which have come out of the television 
series and the medal. 

At the conclusion of the photographs, you will be 
escorted back to the residence. 

-Open press coverage 
-No refreshments 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING T O N 

Photograph with Cherry Blossom Princesses 

Wednesday, April 7, 1976 

4:00 p.m. 

Rose Garden or South Portico 

When Their Royal Highnesses (the Cherry Blossom Princesses) 
have assembled in the Cherry Blossom/Crab Apple Garden 
(renamed for the occasion) or South Portico, Susan Porter 
will escort you down to have your photograph taken with 
them. Also attending will be: 

Mrs. Elizabeth Montag, President, National Conference 
of State Societies 

Mrs. Louise Parker, Chairman for the Princesses 

Following the photographs, you will return to the residence. 

-Open press coverage 
-No refreshments 



---------

For immedaite release 
Wednesday, April 7, 1976 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of Mrs. Ford's Press Secretary 

Mrs. Ford will be greeting members of The Adams Chronicles tele­
vision series today, April 7 at 3:00 P.M. in the Map Room at the 
White House. She will be presented with a John Quincy Adams Medal 
commemorating the series, as well as two books, Jack Shepherd's 
The Adams Chronicles, and The Book of Abigail and John, a collec­
tion of Adams family letters. 

Participating in the ceremony will be Ms. Virginia Kassel, create~ 
and executive producer of "Chronicles," Leora Dana, who play§ 
Abigail Adams from middle age to old age, and Joseph T. Downer, 
Executive Vice President of Atlantic Richfield. 

The Adams Chronicles, a 13-week series which traces the story of 
the Adams family through four generations and 150 years of 
American history, premiered on January 20, 1976. It was made 
possible by grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
The Andrew W. _Mellon Foundation, and Atlantic Richfield Company. 

# # # 

Press Coverage: Photo session, pick-up in Press Lobby at 2:50 P.M. 

' , 


