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FACT SHEET 
Mrs. Ford's Office 

Date Issued 12/12/75 
By L. Baker 

Revised 

Event Christmas Party 

Group Christmas Volunteers 
DATE/TIME Monday, December 15, 1975 
Contact · Rex Scouten/Linda Baker 

-1:30 p. m. 
Phone 2650/2927 

Children - -Number of guests: Total 186 Women X Men X - ----- -----
Place State Floor 
Principals involved Mrs. Ford ----'--------------------------------
Part i ci patio n by Principal yes - mingle informally (Receiving line)_n_o ___________ _ 

Remarks required no 
---------------------------------~ 

Background Mrs. Ford is hosting a Christmas Party for those volunteers who aided 
with the White House Christmas decorations and who assisted with White House 
decor throughout the year. 

Social: 

Press: 

Technical 
Support: 

REQlllRP.MF.NTS 

Guestlist yes - RexScouten's office 
Invitations yes - Rex Scouten' s office Programs no Menus no - --- ------
Refreshments es _..__ ____ ___. _______________________ _ 
Entertainment no ___:c:..:;._ ____________________________ _ 

Decorations/flowers yes 
-~--------------------------

Music es 
Social Aiclcs yes 

-~----------------------~-----~ 
Dress Business Suit - Afternoon Dresses for the Ladies Coat check yes -=----
Other 

--------------------------------~ 

Reporters _____ E_l_e_c_t_r_o_ru_· _c_,p:...r_e_s_s_a_n_d_p"'--h_o_t_o:::::g_r_a..=.p_h_e_r_s_ i_n_E_a_s_t_ R_o_o_m __ a..:.n:....:d..:__ 
Photographers Blue Room with Mrs. Ford; pencil press in Statt:. Dining 
TV Crews Room with volunteers and Mrs. Ford. 

-------------------------------~ 
\\'hite House Photor,raphcrs_~y_e_s _ ____ _ Color y e s Mono. ------
Other ---------- - - ------ ------------- ---

l\Jicrophones in Blue Room (? ) PA Other Rooms no ----- ---
Recording ? I ·-----"----------- - - ---------------l.i g ht s _ _ ? ________________________________ _ 

Transportation ca r s - - through the Southwe s t Ga t e 

Parking South Drive 
Housing ·-------- ---------------------- ---
0th c r (Riscrs,stage,platforms) ? --- - ---- - -------- ---- - - - -

• 
Project Co-ordinator Linda Ba k e r ----- - ------------------- Phone 2927 

Site diagrams should be attached if technical support is hc:wy. 
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MRS. FORD: 

Event: 

Date/Time: 

Place: 

NUITlber of 
Attendees: 

Schedule of 
Events: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1975 

Reception for Volunteer Groups who assisted in the Christmas 
decorations 

Monday, December 15, 1975 1:30 p. m. 

State Floor 

186 guests 

1:30p.m. 

1:30 p. m. 

1:40 p. m. 

1:45 p. m. 

2:00 p.m. 

Your guests will arrive through the Diplomatic 
Reception Room and will be invited to view 
the Ground Floor rooms. 

Sheila Weidenfeld will escort you via elevator 
to the Blue Room where the members of the 
press will be awaiting to take pictures and ask 
questions about the Christmas decorations . 

Your guests will be escorted to the State 
Dining Room where they will be served refresh
ments. 

From the Blue Room you will b e escorted to the 
East Room where some of the Williamsburg 
volunteers will be making ornaments similar to 
the ones they made for the White House Christmas 
Tree. 

NOTE: Press will accompany you. 

Maria Downs will escort you to the State Dining 
Room where you will join your guests for 
refreshments and mingle informally. 



2:30 p. m. 

Maria Downs 

- 2 - Volunteer Groups who assisted in 
the Christmas decorations Reception 

You will bid farewell to your guests and return 
to the Family Quarters. 

NOTES: 

Marine String Ensemble will be positioned in 
the Grand Hall. 

Marine Harpist will be playing in the Diplomatic 
Reception Room. 

Military Social Aides will be present. 

A White House photographer will be present. 

There will be heavy press coverage. 

Guest list is attached. 

Background information is attached. 



BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In addition to the Williamsburg volunteers there will be many professional 

florists who have not only helped us with the Christmas decorations but 

with events all year long. 

Mr. Guy Cockburn (pronounced COKE-burn) from Garrison, New York, the 

gentleman who raised both White House Christmas trees, was invited and 

will be attending with his family. We felt this would give them the 

opportunity to meet you since you and the President were in China when the 

tree arrived. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Adams, .Elizabeth Bryding 
Adams, Mark Charles 
Alexander, Else Danndffel 
Alexander, Richard William 
A~len, Dorothy Page 
Allen, Nancy Lee 
Anderson,Evelyn H. 
Andrews, Gail Camille 
Armstrong, Hannah Adele 
Baker, Helen M. 

· Barbour, Wanda 
Bassin, Neil Erwin 
Blood, Judith Winslow 
Blood, Samuel Hathaway 
Bogardus, Eleanor 
Bog~rdus, Frank T. 
Bogardus, Heidi T. 
Boukas, James George 
Bowen, Sidney Guy 
Bowen, Virginia Darlene 
Boukas, James . George 
Bozarth, Marian W~ 

Brown, Ann Barton 
Buccieri, Thomas Anthony 
Buck, Bonnie Neysa 
Buck, Robert Baynard, 111 
Bull, Jane Frances 
Buntin, Marion Bruce 

WASHINGTON 

Cabell, Eleanor Kelley 
Canady, Douglas F., Sr. 
Carr, Harriet Joy Moorefield 
Carr, Jerry 
Carr, Lawson Holt 
Carroll, Katherine Margaret 
Carroll, wiiliam Patrick 
Charron, 'Walter Siegfried 
Christian, Ida A. 
Cockburn, Barbara Heather 
Cockburn, Guy Derek 
Cockburn, Neysa McDonald 
Comf or~, Carol 
Cook, Cleland c. 
Costin, Betsy Allen 

Cutshaw, Robert Leo 

C l-IA.15 T_,A1A-..S 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Costin, Anne King 
Crawford, George Arlington, Jr. 
Crawford, Sandra Boyd 
Davis, Donald Lee 
Davis, Shirley Ann 
Dean, Audrey M. 
Deichman, Elizabeth Squire 
Dove, William 
Dunstan, Oliver Perry 
Dunstan, Ruby Golden 
Emge, David Robert 
Epps, Doris Braxton 
Etler, Beatrice M. 
Ferramosca, Vincent Joseph, Jr. 
Flowers, Richard Donald 
Frick, Robert Nichlas 
Friedenberg, Dorothy Berman 
Gallo, John Thomas 
Gambino, Joseph Franklin, 111 
Gardiner, Betty Jeanne 
Garrett, .Bettie Mae 
Geralis, George Manuel 
Gibbons, Catherine Louise 
Gilliam, Richard W. 
Glass, Nancy Lee 
Gray, Warren Frederick, Jr. 
Hall, Mary Lynne 
Hargrave, K.y* Sok 
Heineman, Christine Katherine 
Hennage, J. Stedman 
Herion, Chris 
Herion, Hanellore 
Herion, Oliver 
Herion, Rolf 
Hogan, Frances 
Holober , Leonie Blasac 
Honeycutt , Mrs. Atlas Randolph 
Hudgins, Lois B. ·. 
Hughes, Henry Mcilwaine 
Hutson, Eleanor R. 
Jack , Ann 
Jones , Da niel Wayne 

Jone s , Mary Rouinda 

. , . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

King, Charles Robert 
King, Robert 
Koch, -John Arthur 
~azzaro, Frank Ralph 
Lebanik, Patricia Carol 
Lee, Lester David 
Lee, Richard Spencer 
Lee, Winifred Coward 
Lee, William Prescott 
Leonard, Paul Donald 
Lewellen, Kathryn S. 
Lewis, Elsie J. 
Lewis, Virginia H. 
Luck, Barbara Ross 
Mauck, Susann Davis 

.McClain, Thelma E. 
McGowan, Lois c. 

WASHINGTON 

McMurtray, Harry Frcnklin 
McMurtray, Janet Gaynor Ard 
Miller, Lucille S. 
Morris, Eflyn B. 
Morris, Karlton Francis, Jr. 
Morris,Karlton Francis, Sr. 
Morris, Wendy Coleman 
Moyles, John Christopher 
Murdock, Phyllis H. 
Neely, Evelyn Dowdy 
Notaras, Adamantia A. 
Ordonia, Kathleen M. 
Payne, Ronald Lee 
Pennell , Edna 
Pierce, Caroline Linkins 
Piggott, Florence 
Piland, Edith L. 
Piser, 'Sally 
Polhemus, Charles Edward 
Polhemus, Margaret Mary 
Polychrones, Constantine Michael 
Purcell , Gladys H. 
Raimondi ~ Paul, Sr. 
Randall, Carolyn 
Rauch, Christine Peebles 
Robertie, Elynor . O'Neil 

.. .. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Robbins, Marietta 
Rock, Katherine Hood 
Roseberg, Virginia Gorman 
Rumford, Beatrix, T. 
Rymer, Grace Aileen McNutt 
Salo, Richard Victor 
Sampson, Georg~e Henry, Jr. 
Sandin, Bruce Martin · 
Savedge, Margaret Catherine 
Shaffer, Robert 
Shulack, Constance Ursula 
Shulack, . Michael Joseph 
Simms, Robert Frank 
Simms, Violet Mary 
Slepin, Joy Smithart 
Sollas, Ann 
Sokolowski, Robert Francis 
Smith, Gordon Lowell 
Spina, Mary Beth 
Springsteen, Charles 
Sprinkel, Irwin Linwood 
Sprinkel, Mildred carpenter 
Stevens, Jack Greer 
Stewart, Mary · Estelle 
Stulen, Corrie 
Taishoff, Merle Remigio 
Talbot, Anne 
Taylor, Osborne Lamarr, Sr. 
Temple, Dorothy Louise 
Thorpe, Julia Thomas 
Thj\rp, Barbara B • 

. Thorp, Lucy B. 
Thorp, Mary Lewis 
Thorp, Mitchell T. 
Thorp, Phil A. 
Tooley, Margaret M • . 
Van Cleve, John William Frederick 
Van Cleve , Jeanette E. 
Venuto, William Fortune 
Von Bargen, Edward Fred 
Waltrip, Margaret H. 
Ware, Carolyn Bogardu.s 
Waters, Madeleine Marquis 
Watts, Floy Lee 
Watts, John Douglas 

. , 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Weaver, Freda Aliene 
Welch, William Charles 
Whitby, Gloria c. 

WASHINGTOl"!i 

Wilds, Susan Darline Dougherty 
Wilds, William 
Williams, Dorothy W. 
Wilson, Alberta Gorman 
Wiseman, Betty Higgins 
Wood, Josephine 
Young, Margaret Ruth Russ 
Yu, Agnes, 



For Il'.L~2diate Release 
Mo:tday, December 15, 1975 

THE W:'-iITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

/ 

Mrs. Ford will host a reception at the White House today at 1:30 P.M., 
for the volunteers who assisted in making the handcrafted Christmas 
decorations for the White House and the florists who helped with the 
designs. Also included are Mr. and Mrs. Guy Cockburn and their family. 
Mr. Cockburn is this year's National Champion of the National Christmas 
Tree Growers Association. 

Approximately 150 guests are invited. They will be served Christmas 
cookies, fruit cake, egg nog, and Christmas punch made with cranberries. 

The following volunteers will be demonstrating Christmas crafts to 
Mrs. Ford: 

--Don Watts, Security Guard at Colonial Williamsburg 
demonstrating making carved wooden Christmas tree ornaments 

--Jerry Carr (age 10) 
demonstrating making ornaments from odds and ends he finds 
on the farm where he lives in Smithfield, Virginia 

--Gail Andrews, Mus e um Intern , Colonial Williamsburg 
demonstrating paper cutout (scherenchnitte) and pizzelle cookies 

--Barbara Hansford, Hostess at Colonial Williamsburg 
demonstrating clothespin hostess doll ornaments 

--Osborne Taylor, Preparator, Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Collection 
. demonstrating nut people and cut-out wood ornaments 

--Adamantia Notaras, Costume Shop at Colonial Williamsburg 
demonstrating leather ornaments 

--Mrs. Corri~ Stalen , Costume Shop at Colonial Williamsburg 
demonstrating stuffed animal ornaments 

--Viola Simms, Conservator at Colonial Williamsburg 
demonstrating stuffed f elt birds, croche t e d stars 

Pick-up for : 

# # 

Photographers--12:30 P.M. 
Writers--1:00 P.M. 

# • 

,. 
f 



F0 r :!!'L-nedi:ite release 
_. ~:::: ·: c a y , D e c . 15 , l :i 7 S 

TE:::: -NHIT:S HOUSE 
Office of the Press Sec:-etary to Mrs. Ford 

Chdstmas at the White House this year revolves around an old-fashioned 
Children1 s Christmas in America. Mrs . Ford chose the theme to usher in the 
Bicentennial year and to reflect a personal interest in traditional handmade 
orr:.a:ci.ents, which have often been the focal point of Ford Christmas trees in the 
nast. Children: s touches are provided by antique toys, carou.sel figures and 
children's portraits. 

The White House Christmas tree is reminiscent of trees decorated in early 
American homes. (A n 18-foot Douglas fir, this year's tree was grown by Guy D. 
Cockburn of Garrison, N. Y. It was chosen this year 1 s National Champion by the 
National Christmas Tree Growers Association.) 

The tree is decorated with about 3, 000 handcrafted ornaments. The ornaments 
represent a combination of traditions indigenous to the United States and popular 
•)Ver the last hundred years. Other tree trims represent national traditions 
brought to this country, including straw stars and yarn dolls from Denmark, corn 
dollie s and gingerbread men from England, and thread stars and crocheted 
snowflakes from Poland. 

All decorations are constructed from the types of readily available and inexpensive 
materials used in early America. The emphasis is on such natural materials as 
acorns, peanuts, dried fruits and vegetables, straw pine cones, and gaily colored 
scraps of fabric, yarn and ribbon. Foil, sequins and glitter are omitted to 
preserve a traditional, old-fashioned feeling. 

Most of the ornaments far the tree were made by volunteers from Colonial 
Williamsburg, but individuals and organizations throughout the country also made 
contributions. Such groups as nursing homes, 4-H Clubs and Girl Scout Troops 
from as far away as California, Wisconsin and Massachusetts sent handcrafted 
items. Volunteers were urged to use 'crea tivity and imagination in constructing 
ornaments from natural or inexpensive items readily available to them. 

The voluntary effort was coordinated through the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk 
A rt Collection at Colonial Williamsburg under the direction of Beatrix Rumford. 
Williamsburg's folk art collection was established in 1939 by Abby Aldrich 
Rockefeller to encourage appreciation of Ameri can artists and craf tsmen who 
had not been exposed to formal art training. 

Portraits of children by early American artists are on display, as well as antique 
toys and carousel figures loaned by the Folk Art Collection in Williamsburg. 

Wreaths and g arlands are of materials that would have been used in early homes. 
They were made by about 75 volunteers from the floral industry who came from 
a nine- state area. 

An 18th Century Italian creche is on display in the East Room. The nativity scene 
is composed of 30 hand -carved Baroque fig ures of the H oly Family, the Wise Men 
and attendants, the shepards, angels and a nimals. The c reche was donated in 
1967 by Mr. and Mrs . Charles W. Engelhard Jr. of Far Hills, N. J. 

Decorative lights have been limited to those on the Christmas tree. They are tiny 
white bee lights and consume about 1, 000 watts of power (about 10 100-watt bulbs). 
They will be turned on during regular White House tours and for social events 
during the Christmas season. 

l!. 
Tr # # # 



WHI'rE HOUSE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

NORTH PORTICO 
The hanging lantern is decorated with pine garlands. 
Four Douglas Fir trees decorated with small white lights flanking main 

entrance. 

GRAND FOYER 
Two holly trees, one on either side of main entrance. 
Over the main entrance is an evergreen and apple arrangement in a fan effect. 
The Grand staircase and pillars are draped with pine garlands. 
A kissing ball made of boxwood hangs over the Grand Staircase. 
The mantel in the Grand Foyer is decorated with evergreen ;and apple arrange

ments. 
A painted wood antique Santa Claus stands on landing o f Grand Staircase. 

CROSS HALL 
Two Douglas Fir trees in niches on south wall. 
Antique carousel figures (camel and giraffe) flank entrance to Blue Room. 

STATE DINING ROOM 
North wall: Gingerbread house made by Hans Raffert (all edible except 

smoke and windows). 
West wall: Arrangement of evergreens and fruit--pineapples, pears, apples, 

lemons, limes, and oranges--on mantel. 
South wall: Plain green wreaths in windows. 
East wall: Fruit trees made with tiny apples, l~mons, limes, and lotus 

seed pods, interspersed with greenery on tables. 
Dining Table: Smaller trees made with fruit. 

RED ROOM 
Arrangements of verigated and green holly on tables. 
A cranberry tree stands on table near east wall. 

BLUE ROOM 
Christmas tree decorated with hand-made ornaments and lights stands in 

center of room surrounded by antique toys. 
Ten paintings of children done by early-American artists hang on the walls. 
Arrangements of evergreens and apples on tables. 
Plain evergreen wreaths in windows. 

GREEN ROOM 
Arrangements of verigated and green holly 
Bowl of pomegranates on table 

EAST ROOM 
Mantels are decorated with arrangements of evergreens, including 

Noble Fir, magnolia leaves, etc., with centers of gilded magnolia 
leaves, lotus seed pods, okra pods, and pine cones. 

An arrangement of evergreens stands on the piano. 
An eighteenth century Italian creche stands on east wall flanked by 

two fir trees. 

BALCONIES 

The State Floor balcony is decorated with wreaths of evergreens and apples 
and draped with pine garlands. 

The Truman Balcony is draped with pine garlands. 

MAIN FLOOR 
An antique horse carousel figure stands in the main floor hall. 

Arrangements of poinsettas are placed throughout the House. 



DETAILED INFOR:0.1ATION ON THE WHITE HOUSE DECORATIONS 

Child rens Portraits in the Blue Room 

In keeping with the theme 1'A Childrens Christm.as, 1
' ten antique 

paintings and portraits of children 1-iave been hung on the walls of 
the Blue Room. They are on loan from the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller 
Collection. 

-Boy in Plaid, artist unknown, about 1840-1850. 
-Rosa Heywood, artist unknown, about 1840 in Massachusetts. 
-Portrait of Two Children, Joseph Badger, about 1758, Massachusetts. 
-Girl with Doll by J. Bradley, 1836. 
-Boy on Stenciled Carpet, Erastus Salisbury Field, 1835, Massachusetts. 
-Girl beside a Waterfall, artist unknown, about 1840. 
-Sarah Louisa Spencer, Henry Walton, 1842 . 
-Boy with Gold Locket, artist unknown, about 1840. 
-Girl Seated on Bench, William Matthew Prior, 1840 . 
-Children with Toys, William Matthew Prior, about 1845. 

Carousel Figures 

Three carousel figures are on loan to the White House from the 
Rockefeller Collection. 

-A horse, whose saddle is decorated with Christmas g reens, stands 
in the ground floor hallway. Attributed to the De.ntzel Carousel 
Company of Philadelphia, Pa. , it was most likely made during the 
period between 1903-1906. The horse was part of a group of six which 
were in an amusement park in Seattle, Wash. between 1906-1940. 

-A Bactrian (two-humped) Camel is one of two carousel figures 
flankii:}g the Blue Room. It is attributed to the Charles W. F. Dare 
Company of Greenpoint, B rook lyn, N. Y. and done in the period 
between 1890-1896. Dare was a maker of toys, phaeton g oats, 
carousel figures and amusement devices of various types . 

-Also flanking the Blue Room is a giraffe, by the Dentzel Carousel 
Company, created during the first quarter of the 20th Century. It 
is the design of Salvatore Cernagliaro, an Italian-born carousel carver, 
who came to work at Dentzel in the l as t part of the 19th Century. 

Antique toys 

At the base of the Christmas tree in the Blue Room is a grouping 0£ 
antique toys on loan from the Rockefeller Collection. Among them 
is a large wooden train made in the period of the 1880s or 1890s. 
There is also a rocking horse by an unidentified maker . It is created 
of woods, plychromed and leather and was most likely done between 
1850 and 1880. A larger, lighte r tone rocking horse and whips were 
made in the late 19th Century. The horse is of polychromed wood, and 
the whips are of leather, rope and brass. The maker is not known. 

I 
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DECORATIO~S DETAILS - 2 

The Abby Aldrich Rockefelle r Folk A rt Collection (AAR Colle ction) 

Eastablished in 1939 by Abby Aldrich Rockefeller, the Museum {located 
in Williamsburg) has earned widespread recognition for the Christmas 
celebrations staged annually in Colonial Williamsburg . The ?viuseum 
was established to foster an appreciation of the work of American 
artis ts and craftsmen who had no formal art t::-aining . The expertise 
provided by both the staff of the AAR Collection and Colonial iNilliams burg 
wa s the foundation fur the authentic old-fashioned American Christmas 

at the White House this year. 

Cookies on the Tree 

The cookies which have been hung on the tree in the Blue Room are 
Italian wafer cookies known as piz z elles. The cookies, and the aroma 
of anise and cinnamon which accompanied them, are part of a long 
family tradition for their donator, M r s . Margaret Manta o f Arlington, 
Va. The cookies are made o f b utter and eggs . sugar, flour, vanilla, 
cinnamon and anise. The batter is then placed in a hot iron where· it 
is cooked briefly until the cookie is wafer thin and golden. 

Various patterns may be imprinted upon the cookie depending on the 
design of the iron. Mrs . Monta' s cookies have a larg e, daisy-like 

flower surrounded by the waffle pattern. 

Corn Dollies 

Many of the straw ornaments used on the White House tree are 
English harvest decorations called "corn dollies" . They were nade 
especial ly for the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Collection by 
Jane Fuell of Wolverhampton and Lettice Sandf ord of Herefordshire. 
Miss Fuell was an English exchange teacher at Matthew Whaley School 
in Williamsburg, Virginia, during 1971-72 . 

Since ancient times, similar decorations have been made in 
agricultural communities f rom the last sheaf of harvested wheat 
(known as "corn" in England) which was fashioned i nto a "dolly", 
or symbolic ornament to embody and preserve the spirit of fertility 
and insure success for the next crop . 

The form of the "dolly" varied in different regions. Some
times an entire sheaf of wheat ~as roughly fashioned into the image 
of a mother, maiden or child . In other places, the last few stalks 
were plaited i nto decorative spiral forms . Each community not only 
had traditional designs pecul iar to that region but also had its 
own f orm of ceremony associated with the harvesting of the last 
sheaf of wheat . 

Harvest methods changed slowly in England but eventual ly reapers, 
binders, and threshing machines were introduced and corn dollies are 
no longer considered essential for a good harvest. However, corn 
dollies continue to be made for l uck and the folk craft is still 
handed down from father to son . But modern methods of harvesting 
now make it imperative for corn dolly makers to acquire their wheat 
before the reaper and binder destroy it . 

J , 



DECORATIONS DETAILS - 3 

Paper cutouts or Scherenchnitte on Christmas Tree 

Contributed by Fred Rothermel of Williamsburg, the paper cutouts 
are his original designs! The art ofcutting paper in decorative 
designs is as old as time as is practiced by people of all nations . 
The Pennsylvania Germans - - or 11 Dutch" - - are particularly famous 
f o r the preservation of this country folk art, which is also known 
as scherenchnitte. 

Greens Decorations 

The decorations used are alJ of natural materials; items that 
you could probably find in your own yard or area. Evergreens; pine, 
hemlock, magnolia, and holly, their cones and berries; fruits, limes, 
lemons, oranges, apples, pineapples, and pears are used. 

Cones and fruits are wired or picked and attached to or placed 
in the evergr~ens. 

A frame for the wreaths can be made from heavy wire. The 
greens are then fastened around the frame by wrapping with fine · 
wire or green string. 

Pine garlands are made by tying short pieces of pine together 
using fine wire or green string. . . 

Among decorations on the tree: 

-large gingerbread cookies made by White House Pastry Chef Heinz Bender 
- wreaths of peanuts 
-figures fashioned from acorns 
-garlands of popcorn and red peppers 
-pine cone angels 
-animals of gingham, felt and other materia ls 
-garland of wood shavings 
-animals fashioned from wire 
- wreaths, birds 'and stars made from dough 
-paper cutouts (scherenchnitte) 
-wood shaving snowflakes 
-crocheted snokflakes and bells 
-white yarn dolls with lac e aprons 
- straw baskets with dried flowers 
- wooden fish, birds, men and other figure s 

.. 
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For Immediate Release 
Christmas Schedule-:.. Week of December 15 
Thursday, December ll, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Dec. 15--1:30 PM 

. : 5-7:00 PM 

Dec. 16--4:30 PM 

Dec. 17--9:00 PM 

Dec. 18--2:00 PM 

Dec. 19--7:00 PM 

, . 

Mrs. Ford will host a reception at the White House for 
the volunteers who assisted in making the handcrafted 
Christmas decorations for the White House , and florists 
who helped with the designs. The party will also serve as 
a press P!eview of the decorations. Pl.ck-up for photo-

graphers: 12:45 PM--writers: 1:15 PM \ 

Staff Party--Private 

Mrs. Ford will host a party at the White House for 
children of the Diplomatic Corps based in Washington. 
Entertainment will be provided by Kukla, Fran & Ollie. 

The President and Mrs. Ford will host a Christmas 
I 

Ball at the White House for members of Congress and 
their spouses. (Black-tie) 

Mrs. Ford will attend the annual Christmas party at 
the Hospital for Sick Children, 17 31 Bunker Hill Road, NE. 
She will help serve refreshments and will help Santa 
distribute gifts to the children. 

The President and Mrs. Ford will host a party for 
members of the press corps who regularly cover the 
White House. 

# # # # # 

Further details will be furnished later. 
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