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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mrs. Ford, 

~Y.I:.. 

This is an interesting invitation you 

have received to participate in the unveiling 

of a Bicentennial Braniff plane designed by 

Alexander Calder. I am staffing it out at the 

present time seeking answers to the questions 

of possible commercialism but I thought you 

would enjoy in the meantime seeing these. I 

understand there may also be some other serious 

problems with this invitation but will let you 

know as soon as possible about the assessment. 

Thank you, 



) I 
) 

HARDING L. LAWRENCE 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Ford, 

October 29, 1975 

Knowing of your interest in the work of Alexander Calder, 
we are particularly honored to invite you to participate in the 
dedication of this great American artist's tribute to our nation's 
Bicentennial at 11:45 a.m. on Monday, November 17, at Dulles 
International Airport. 

Using as his canvas the entire exterior of a 727-200 jet 
aircraft, Sandy Calder is creating an abstract painting of the red, 
white and blue of the United States flag in motion. It will be known 
as 11The Flying Colors of the United States 11 and millions will have an 
opportunity to see it as it flies throughout our country in regular 
airline service as the flagship of the Braniff fleet. The name of the 
airline will not appear on the jet, only the signature of Calder. 

Calder h'imself will arrive on the Bicenten·nial plane when 
it is unveiled for the first time at Dulles. J. Carter Brown of- the 
National Gallery will assist in meeting the plane. A briefing for 
the press is scheduled at 11 a.m. in the Portals Restaurant at Dulles. 
John Warner of the Bicentennial Commission and Michael Straight of 
the National Endowment for the Arts heard details of the Calder 
salute at the meettng of the Business Committee for the Arts this 
week and hopefully will be present. A luncheon is to follow the 
11:45 a.m. arrival and ceremonies. 

-We would indeed be honored by your participation in the 
planeside dedication ceremonies with Sandy Calder. I know that he 
is w~iting you a note of his own. 

Sincerely, 

1L .£...~~ 1 -.P~.hu~ . Harding L. Lawrence --
HLL/m -

BRFlfllFF JnTERnFITJDnRL EXCHANGE PAPK, DALLAS. TEXAS 75235 
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James N. Juliana Associates, Inc. 
1750 NEW YORK AVENUE,N . W. + SUITE 340 • WASHINGTON , D.C. 20006 + ( 202) 6~9 ·4:W6 

Miss Susan Porter 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Porter: 

October 30, 1975 

At the suggestion of my good friend, Maria Downs, I am transmitting 
an invitation to Mrs. Betty Ford to be the guest of honor on November 1 7, 
1975 at the dedication of Braniff International' s Bicentennial aircraft. 

Alexander Calder, the most famous modern painter America has ever 
produced, created the original abstract painting of the bright red, white and 
blue aircraft named "The Flying Colors of the United States. " Directors of 
five of the nation's leading art museums and the president of the Business 
Committee for the Arts made the final selection of the Calder masterpiece. 

Mr. John W. Warner, Administrator, American Revolutiqn Bicenten­
nial Administration, is enthusiastic. over this project and is considering its 
approval as an official Bicentennial activity. Mr. Warner expects to parti­
cipate in the dedication services. 

Mr. Calder, who I understand is personally known to President and 
Mrs. Ford, has addressed a personal invitation to Mrs. Ford which is be­
ing hand carried to the White House. 

Nancy Hanks, Chairman of the NatiOnal Endowment for the Arts is 
familiar with Mr. Calder's abstract painting of this Braniff aircraft and 
has expressed much satisfaction with the program. 

I am participating in this project as a long time associate of Harding 
Lawrence, Chairman of the Boo.rd and Chief Executive Officer of Braniff 
International. This is a very unique Bicentennial program which will 
literally reach millions of Americans as the plane flys across our country. 
For personal reference, President Ford recently reappointed me for a sec­
ond term to the President's Committee on Mental Retardation. 



Miss Susan Porter 
Page Two 
October 30 .. 1975 

I hope it will be possible for Mrs. Ford to accept Braniff's invitation to 
participate in the dedication on November 17 .. 1975. Your kind cooperation 
is deeply appreciated. 

Sincerely. (' 

/ >J.lliL:~ ~. 
ames N. ~~----

JNJ/rw 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 11, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: ER SORUM 

AN PORTER FROM: 

. 
SUBJECT: Acttion Memo 

Mrs. Ford has accepted the following out-of-house invitation: 

EVENT: Unveiling of the Calder B~aniff Bicentennial Jet 

DATE: Monday, November 17, 1975 

TIME: 11:45 a.m. 

PLACE: Dulles Airport, Washington, D.C. 

CONTACT: Mr. Jere Cox, Braniff Airlines, (214) 358-8577 
Braniff Security Contact: Mr . Harry Pizer, (214) 358-8279 

COMMENTS: Mrs. Ford will participate in the unveiling of the Alexander 
Calder Braniff Bicentennial jet entitled "The Flying Colors of 
the United States" at Dulles Airport on November 17th. Using 
as his canvas the entire exterior of a 727 jet, the 
plane will become an abstract painting of the red, white 
and blue of the American flag in motion. Although the plane 
will become a part of the regular Braniff fleet, under 
discussion, not yet firm, are other huma~itarian and 
cultural functions for the plane. 

There has been a great deal of "Grand Rapids" interest in 
this oc~asion stemming from the interest in Calder in 
Grand Rapids: a large Calder sculpture in what is now 
called Calder Square in the city. I should also mention 
that friends and family of the Fords are flying into 
Dulles for this occasion, as are the members of Mr. Calder's 
family , including his grandchildren. 
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A luncheon is to follow the 11:45 a.m. arrival and ceremonies. 
I have not made a commitment to them for Mrs. Ford to attend 
the luncheon and I would suggest that you assess this aspect 
of it as you actually get into the arrangements for the event. 
The file, including an exchange of memos with the Counsel's 
Office, is attached._ 

Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
William Nicholson 
Philip Buchen 
Barbara Kilberg 
William Seidman 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 
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HARDING L. LAWRENCE 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
AN D CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Ford, 

Octop~r~~::; 1975 

) 

Knowing of your interest in the work of Alexander Calder, 
we are particularly honored to invite you to participate in the 
dedication of this great American artist's tribute to our nation's 
Bicentennial at 11:45 a.m. on Monday, November 17, at Dulles 
International Airport. 

Using as his canvas the entire exterior of a 727-200 jet 
aircraft, Sandy Calder is creating an abstract painting of the red, 
white and blue of the United States flag in motion. It will be known 
as "The Flying Colors of the United States" and millions will have an 
opportunity to see it as it flies throughout our country in regular 
airline service as the flagship of the Braniff fleet. The name of the 
airline will not appear on the jet, only the signature of Calder. 

Calder himself will arrive on the Bicentennial plane when 
it is unveiled for the first time at Dulles. J. Carter Brown of. the 
National Gallery will assist in meeting the plane. A briefing for 
the press is scheduled at 11 a.m. in the Portals Restaurant at Dulles. 
John Warner of the Bicentennial Commission and Michael Straight of 
the National Endowment for the Arts heard details of the Calder 
salute at the meeting of the Business Committee for the Arts this 
week and hopefully will be present. A luncheon is to follow the 
11:45 a.m. arrival and ceremonies. 

We would indeed be honored by your participation in the 
planeside dedication ceremonies with Sandy Calder. I know that he 
is writing you a note of his own. 

Sincerely, 

I .).,__, ~._;..1 'P A-c.t/ ,Al.uA ' · 

Harding~. Lawrence 

HLL/m 

( BRRnlFF JnTERnFITJDnFIL 

fuc:N~: (~1'1) 35 8'- f St,/ 
EXCHANGE PARK, DALLAS, TEXAS 75235 

1. 
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Jarrtes N. Julia11a Associates, Inc. 
1750 NEW YORK AVENUE, N. W. + SUITE 340 + WASHINGTON 1 D . C. 20006 ( 202) 659·4546 

Miss Susan Porter 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Porter: 

October 30, 1975 

At the suggestion of my good friend, Maria Downs, I am transmitting 
an invitation to Mrs. Betty Ford to be the guest of honor on November 1 7, 
1975 at the dedication of Braniff International' s Bicentennial aircraft. 

Alexander Calder, the most famous modern painter America has ever 
produced, created the original abstract painting of the bright red, white and 
blue aircraft named "The Flying Colors of the United States. " Directors of 
five of the nation's leading art museums and the president of the Business 
Committee for the Arts made the final selection of the Calder masterpiece. 

Mr. John W. Warner, Administrator, American Revolution Bicenten­
nial Administration, is enthusiastic over this project and is considering its 
approval as an official Bicentennial activity. Mr. Warner expects to parti­
cipate in the dedication services. 

Mr. Calder, who I understand is personally known to President and 
Mrs. Ford, has addressed a personal invitation to Mrs. Ford which is be­
ing hand carried to the White House. 

Nancy Hanks, Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts is 
familiar with Mr. Calder's abstract painting of this Braniff aircraft·and 
has expressed much satisfaction with the program. 

I am participating in this project as a long time associate of Harding 
Lawrence, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of Braniff 
International. This is a very unique Bicentennial program which will 
literally reach millions of Americans as the plane flys across our country. 
For personal reference, President Ford recently reappointed me for a sec­
ond term to the President's Committee on Mental Retardation. 



Miss Susan Porter 
Page Two 
October 30,, 1975 

I hope it will be possible for Mrs. Ford to accept Braniff's mvitatidn to 
participate in the dedication on November 17,, 1975. Your kind cooperation 
is deeply appreciated. 

Sincerely,, ( 

/ JJ.lliL:~ 
ames N. Un~~---

JNJ /rw 



:~ovescl>er 3. 197.5 

~.nvitat:ion to Mre. Po:rd to Participate in 
Unveil1M of Al.elUmder Calder Br:miff 
Bicentennial Je~ Aircraft at Dul1es ~rt 
cm .Mcilday. ~ 17, 19~ 

Mra. Ford baa received th9 •tt:.ached invitation to participate 
in the un9•ilinc; o1f a 727 Braniff .Sic:entennial jet airc:raft desiqned by 
Alexander Calder. the 77 year old great Aiaerican artist. Attached are 
three letter• to Mrs. J'ord ~t this eccas!ont one frO!l\ Ml!!:- SardiJi'if t.. 
Lawrence, Chai.=an ~ the Board of Braniff; another from Mr. James N. 
Julana of J~ •· Juliana Aaocutas1 and the third :troa 
Mr.. c..lder MmMJ.l.. I am also Attachill9 a folder of =.aterial. 
which 'R.S sent l:ly the Ja:tes H. Juliana Aaeocb.tea. This is the 
only copy we :have, theref<n"•• woultl you pl...,e retuxn it to ;ne 
afterwards? 

Mr. cald9r ba• used a• hi• Cill'1'Vaa the entire exteriox- ol t:..":e 
plane which wil.l be ca.l.led "'The Plyinq' COJ..ore of the united Statu .. • 
The naJ:te of the airline will not appear on the jet, only the 
signature of Mr. cal.du.. Mr. Lawrence illd.ic:atea tha~ the jet:. vill 
be uMld as a requl&r part of the Braniff fleet. I have learned,. 
howeYer , in a 10Sl9 conversation with Mra. Haney MUlnix of Grand 
10pida, that durinq the ta0ntb9 of April,. May, June cu.-d JUJ.y of 1976 
the plane will. be withdraltll froa the reqular Bra.nit~ fleet and will be 
used in !!Ollaethinq of •the gxeat ship Hope way." With the u.s. Mission 
to the United liaticms a• the ~ 49ency and the World Boal.th 
01:9anization as the sponsorinq agency, the plJule vill qo frae city to-· 
city collectinf; dru9• and 1:Wtdicine to be dellvered to places such 
as third \llOX'ld natior.s needinq these supr.lie•. At the S&lle the it 
will collect fraa eaci:l city an art object which will eventually be 
auctioned o~f .;around the 4th of July with proceeda qoinc:J to the 
World Healt."1 ~tion. Mrs. Moynihan .and Mrs. Calder, I understand , 
are honorary sponsors of this nliseion. Thia aspect you will r.cte was 
not wmtioned in L'"IY of the correspondence; Mra. Mulnix. howevez, led 
n:e to bel.iave it !rlqht ~ announced at the w.rreilinc_;. /LA~: 

/ ~ t:> a ..... Lc- ~"'1 ~ 
-so ~I.A.} . 

:S-P. 
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In th!nkinq of this invitation, we are also reminded of Mr .. calder's 
association with GraJUi Rapids where he has a major sculpture in what 
is now called <:alder Square. I understand the :maiden flight of the 
plane will. he to Grand Rapids. Although I see this as a unici.ue and 
interesting Bicentennial project involvin<J the arts and a concern ~iif· 
humanity I the l.inc]erinq CfUUtiOD in Irry lnind iS One Of pe>SSilJ1e / , 
ca::=eroialisra with Braniff. :r believe you mentioned over the ph¢ne 
some other possible ccaplications. May I have your comments ar.d 
asseasment aa soon a.a pouible? 

• 

c i Philip Buchen 
Willia:n Seidman 

-·· 



T H E WHI T E HO U SE 

WASH I NGTON 

November 5, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES 

SUBJECT: Buchen/Kilberg Conversation on Mrs. Ford's Partici­
pation in Unveiling of Braniff-Calder Bicentennial Jet 

Phil Buchen told me that, though he agrees with my analysis that 
Braniff's• basic purpose for the Calder jet is commercial, he does 
not feel the commercial aspect should prohibit Mrs. Ford from 
participating. He notes that there is no way that Mrs. , Ford could 
be subject to "undue influence" on any Braniff matter by participating. 
He also is not concerned about the Federal indictment in relation to 
her participation. 

Phil further noted that most Bicentennial projects are going to. be 
corporate funded or related and that it would be a mistake to restrict 
Mrs. Ford from participating in corporate Bicentennial celebrations. 

Phil does not believe that the Braniff event would be a particular plus 
for Mrs. Ford, but it would not be a negative either and he foels her 
participation should depend upon her interests and not on a determina­
tion about whether the event is commercially motivated or not. 



THE W HITE HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

N ov ember 4 ,, 1975 

:tv1E:N10RANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: BOBBIE GREENE KILBERG 

The attached memo from Susan Porter discusses an invitation to 
Mrs. Ford to participate in the unveiling of the Alexander Calder 
Braniff Bicentennial jet aircraft at Dulles Airport on November 17. 

I have tentatively advised Susan Porter that in my opinion Mrs. Ford 
should not participate since the Braniff-Calder project can be viewed 
as a com.mercial advertisement for Braniff. While the rre dical and 
art collection activities referred to in the memo are evidence of a 
charity-related purpose, they seem secondary to the main motive -­
i.e., Braniff publicity. Even the fact that Braniff's name will not 
appear on the Calder jet is a creative promotional decision. '=! have 
attached an article from today's Washington Star's 11Portfolio" section 
which discusses the Braniff-Calder jet. 

In addition,, it is my understanding that Braniff is presently a defen-· 
dant in a Federal conspiracy indictment in Texas, which charges that 
B:raniff conspired with Texas International Airlines to eliminate 
Southwest Airlines' competition over its routes. I also believe that 
Braniff made illegal corporate campaign contributions in the 1972 
campaign._ 

Though the Braniff project is advertised as a Bicentennial event,, it 
seems to be a basically commercial and promotional endeavor,. and 
I would not recommend Mrs. Ford's participation. 

Since the maiden flight of the Calder plane will be to Grand Rapids 
(se e page 2 of Porter memo on the flight a nd Calder Square) .. Susan 
wanted your input as well. 

Susan is anxious for a reply. Please call me with your opinion. Thanks. 



( 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

11-5-75 

Susan, 

Bobby Kilberg called to say 
that Phil Buchen does not think it 
would be a plus for Mrs. Ford to 
attend the unveiling of the Braniff 
jet but the ·commercial angle is not 
prohibitive. Bobby thinks its too 
commercial but then most bicentennial 
events are because the Government 
cannot afford to sponsor them. 

Sally 

-~: 

,, 

I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 6, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR SUSAN PORTER 

FROM: L. WILLIAM SEIDMAN 

SUBJECT: Invitation to Mrs. Ford 

I would like to add my recommendation that Mrs. Ford accept 
the invitation to attend the unveiling ceremonies of the new Calder 
jet at Dulles on November 17th. It should be a great Bicentennial 
salute and a wonderful opportunity to pay tribute to one of 
America's foremost artists. If not in Europe, I plan to be there 
myself. I hope she can join in on this occasion. 
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MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

-

/ 

~ :sL ls;, .. s·a 1i 
c:g...vou WERE CAl.1.ED BY- . - Q YOU WERE VISITED BY-

,-

JU. 
w I PHONE NO. 
7 COD~EXT·~~~~~~~~ 

0 IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

STANDARD FOR.'4 63 OP0:1~1~, 1-11=-
REVISED AUGUST 1967 
GSA f PMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
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MEMORANDUM ( 
OF CALL '-

OF (Ors•nlutlon 

m/·t1 ' 
PLEASE CALL~ b~g~~~- ( 016) /IS''f~ 

0 WILL CALL AGAIN 0 IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 

MESSAGE 

f2t.: 

RECEIVED BY 

ST~NDARD FORM 63 
REVISED AUGUST 1967 
GSA FPMR (41 CfR) 101-11.6 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

I TIME 

"63-108 

I 

I 
1 -

' ,, / 

• 
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Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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>ECTION C TUESDAY, N9VEMBER.4, l97S 

Alexander Calder is best known for inventing the mobile, but now he's a done 
a work that wilJ really be mobile, ~ ' ~"a:'. . . . ·, 

' . 
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. : 
Fly .the Colorful.U.S~ Skies -;· 
In Alexander Calder. Design··; 

By Phillip ]d. Kadis 
Washington Star Stall Writer 

On N?v. 17, a .gian_t new je~ with long 
serpentine markings m bold Bicentennial 
colors will swoop down at Dulles Interna­
tional Airport for a little dedicatory hoo- . 
pla. . · 

The 153-foot-long Boeing 727 will bear 
only one name, a 15-foot-long signature . 
along its nose saying simply "Calder." . 

Wheri the passenger door swings open, 
a 77-year-old, white-haired patriarch 
knowp as the father of kinetic art, inven­
tor of the mobile and the stabile, will 
march QOV{n the ramp to participate in 
launching ceremonies for 'his latest crea­
tion: '.'The Flying Colors of the United 
States," an abstract of the Stars and 
Stripes in motion. 

-· " 
. ...l!''I · .r 

THE RED, WHITE AND BLUE · air~ 
craft - painted under the supervision of 
Alexander Calder as a "flying sculpture'' 
- was commissioned by Braniff Interna­
tional Corp. as a salute to the nation's 
200th birthday. It is also, of course, an 
undisguised promotional stunt, though 
more imaginative and tasteful than most 
Bicentennia l ballyhoo. ' 

The winning Calder model for the Bra­
niff plane, one bf four submitted by the 
famed sculptor, was unveiled last week 
at the conclu~ion of a conference called 
by the Business Committee for the Arts, 

: an organization devoted to increasing 
corporate patronage of the arts. • 

.. 
See' CALDEn, C-S 

, , j 

,, ., 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 14, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MRS. FORD 

VIA: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

v( RED CA VANE Y /IJ'I 
PETER SOR UM (l/ 
YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE 
UNVEILING OF THE CALDER 
BRANIFF BICENTENNIAL JET 
Dulles International Airport 
Monday, November 17, 1975 

Attached at TAB A is the proposed schedule for the subject event. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

BACKGROUND 

Alexander Calder has taken a Boeing 727 jet and created an 
abstract painting of the United States Flag for Braniff Interna­
tional. The flagship of the Braniff fleet, the aircraft will be 
known as "The Flying Colors of the United States" as Braniff's 
participation in the Bicentennial. Following the ceremony at 
Dulles, the plane will fly to New York City, Boston, Detroit, 
Chicago, and Grand Rapids. Following these ceremonial visits, 
the plane will be placed in regular passenger service for Braniff 
International. Members of the Ford family, friends of Mr. Calder 
from Grand Rapids, and members of the press have been invited to 
attend the reception, briefing, and luncheon. 

You will view the arrival of the plane and participate in the brief 
program before returning to the White House. 
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11:00 am 

11:45 am 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE 

11/14/75 
11:45 am 

MRS. FORD'S ATTENDANCE AT THE 
UNVEILING OF THE CALDER BRANIFF 

BICENTENNIAL JET 

Dulles International Airport 
Monday, November 17, 1975 

Mrs •. Ford. boards motorcade on South Grounds. 

MOTORCADE DEPARTS South Grounds en route 
Dulles International Airport. 

[Driving time: 45 minutes] 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES Dulles International Airport. 

NOTE: Motorcade will proceed 
onto taxiway and position near 
ceremony site. 

Mrs. Ford joins ceremony participants to observe 
"fly byrr of Calder Bicentennial Jet. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE: 100 

12:00 noon Jet parks and passengers deplane. 

12:02 pm Mrs. Ford joins platform guests for brief program. 

12:03 pm Harding Lawrence, Braniff International 
Chairman, welcomes Mrs. Ford and guests. 

12:05 pm Mrs. Ford responds. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 

12:05 pm Response concludes. 

'1 



12:08 pm 

12:10 pm 

- 2 -

Mr. Lawrence presents picture to Carter 
Brown, Director, National Gallery. 

Mr. Brown responds. 

Mr. Lawrence presents plaque to John 
Warner, AABA Administrator. 

--=--~~- ~-'..-- i2:12 pm Mr. Warner responds. 

······ .. .. . . .. ... N.OTE·~·- · R.e .s"f>~r{s·e ·will ·in-~l~d~· 

presentation of official bicen­
tennial flag. 

·. ··.:··:· 

12:14 pm Program concludes. 

12:15 pm 

1:00 pm 

Mrs. Ford proceeds to motorcade for boarding. 

MOTORCADE DEPARTS Dulles International 
Airport en route South Grounds. 

[Driving time: 45 minutes] 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES South Grounds. 

• 

~' 

. . : . : . 


