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MRS. FORD 

EVENT: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

SEQUENCE: 

11:00 a.m. 

11:20 a.m. 

NOTE: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Greet 1974 Muscular Dystrophy Association of 
America National Poster Child ~-,,~I) 

t..~v <,.. 
..... .., 

Thursday, November 21, 1974 
I> 

11:00 a.m. _;J 
Map Room 

When your 6 guests have assembled in the Map Room, 
Susan Porter will give you a call and escort you 
into the Map Room to greet your guests: 

-Michael Newsome 
Poster Child, age 7 

-Mrs. Judy Newsome 
Mike's mother, Campbellsville, Kentucky 

-Mr. and Mrs. Henry Watts 
President, Muscular Dystrophy Association of America 

-Mr . John Sellman 
Regional Director, MDAA 

-Mr. Ron Schenkenberger 
National Director of Connnunity Services, MDAA 

At the conclusion of the photo session, the press will 
leave giving you an opportunity to have a cup of 
tea/coffee with your guests. 

In order to designate the time for your leaving, at 
11:20 Susan Porter will enter with "Betty Ford" pens 
for you to give to each person as you leave as a 
memento of their visit with you . 

Return to family quarters. Your guests will be given 
a special tour of the White House. 

-Open press coverage and White House photographer 
-Refreshments will be served 



BACKGROUND: The Muscular Dystrophy Association of America was 
first founded because a small group of parents whose 
youngsters had dystrophy refused to accept "medical 
fatalism" with the conviction that there is no incurable 
disease, only diseases for which a cure had not been 
yet found. 

The MDAA is a voluntary National Health agency with an 
all-out effort to conquer neuromuscular diseases 
affecting thousands of American men, women, and 
children. There is no single disease called muscular 
dystrophy, but a whole group of muscle-destroying 
dystropies which vary in hereditary pattern, age ·.§, i. ;:o-~ 

~ ~ of onset, initial muscles attacked, and rate of 
progression. • "!> l0~ .. ~. 
Led by National Chairman Jerry Lewis, who has held ~ 
that position for 24 years, MDAA is now the fastest-
growing of the 12 largest national voluntary health 
agencies and ranks 3rd (behind only the American Cancer 
Society and the American Heart Association) in dollars 
expended for research. 

MDAA depends almost entirely on public contributions, 
and is one of the 18 national voluntary health agencies 
accredited by the National Health Council. It is also 
one of the 13 national health agencies approved by the 
U.S. Civil Service Commission to participate in the 
government's Combined Federal Campaign. 

The MDAA national solicitation for funds are held 
throughout November and December. The special kick­
off for the local Washington area campaign will be 
Sunday, November 24th. 

You are Honorary Chairman of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association of America. 

s~~n porter 
November 19, 1974 
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FAIBER: 

BROTHERS! 

MEDICAl. 
HISTOff'f; 
'..:-- ·-..---· .... ·· 

HOME TOWN: 

SC HOOL; ... _ T" ____ _ 

RE: POSTER CHILD, Mike 

rIDSCUlAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATIONS OF AMERICA, I~C-

310 SEVENTH AVE.iUE~ NEW YORK , N.Y. 10019 

FN::T SHEET 

f"DAA • s riAT10fiAL POSTfR q-11.LJJ.. 

MICHAEL SHANE NEWSOME 

October 1~ 1966 (8 years old) 

f'{}bel Newsome 

Judy Ne-wsomc 

,, ?hi11p~ 5 {afflicted by Ouchenne form of mu~~ula~ 
wheelchair-bound, he has never w~iketj)~ · 

Hike was diagnosed ~t aGe one ~t ~DAA~5 l.nui~vi11e {Ky.) 
~l 1r;1~ a~ hav1ng the Du:.:;f::::nne f(!trn :)f ft1ti~tu1~r 4Y~t-ropi1y~ 
This type of dystrophy is the most severe ~nd the most Pt~-
··:rr1r: ·- t· o~ .Pi--.n. 1iy5+ .... on~-1r..a;;" arsr, ._--.,~~io'\'fl' .". I!'- . _ ... j1 'i · ..:lir"<. th'4 vn~\1' -°'a -Alu 
Vun;:n 1 ~''~'-'- t.•'~'l •lt::J~ pf-'•.!G1!";:, . U..;tl~.iJ •i.! ~•IL ';'-Y':·'.:J' 
years of 11 fe. Sympwms such as ii waddlrnq ga 1t3 an rnatn l n_y 
to rise frl)m the fiuor,, ar;d d1fficulty in c11rnbfr1g stairs 
indfcate the Proqre:ss'ive weakeninq of the child's major musde 
9roups .• 

Mike present 1 y gets a round we 11 on his o~-n w1 th out the use of 
~ wheelchair or br~ces. 

Afte~ r~ving lived u11 their lfve~ in luu1svi11e~ the 
NewsooH?S mr.Jved in August 1974 to a fann en Sbr Rout~. 
Camp~ll~vi1le, Ky., 90 minutes from Louisvi11~, _ They 
felt tt!Qt country afr and farm life would be he~Hhful 
and fun for the childre~. 

MH~e iS Hi Patricia Thn.-r..as' third-Qrilde cla ss ~n tt1e 
nearby Buffalo 3 Ky .. £1enentary S::.:hooL One of the 
school ' s major asset$ is the fact that it is built all 
on nne level, with no stairs. Mike i~ popular with h1s 
G1 assmates,, and eniovs a 11 his scho1astic :;ubjects, 
Dr~win i~~fJtV~ri:t.f artivity _ 



P:~REHTS' 

FAMH.Y 
. ACTIVITIES r 

·-

11/74 

-2-

Got~l N~~~o~ is ·a machinist ~nd ~ F.£iT~~r uf the United 
Ste.e1workers of AlmrH;a Loca1 · fil328. .Judy Nf!W~OIT't',.. ftrrtr'f.!,..1y 
a member of the Tob.<1cco ~orks !nt~rna~onal Union lc~a1 
1$5 ~ had to 1~ve work to care for her family und their 

. new farm, Sne ~:s now d fu1 j. .. time hnusrwlfe . 

Mi~e 1 s favorite outing ~as alway~ a trio to t he zoo~ but 
now that he's living on a farm~ he has ani~~1s of hi~ own. 
The family ~~s flecks of chickens~ a bull~ and a new mutt 
na~d Snoopy. M1k~ also maintain~ a g1~nt tank of anqel ­
ffsh. 

Mike, who loves to draw, has hEen known to decor~te the 
wa11s of his house with or1~1nai dn1ma1 p1tturss. Because 

. he wanted his own art qa11ery, h€ ~1so q1ue<:i pictures of 
l ll ~notbA'1 ~t- -r~ on a- Ant ;r~ ~~11 Y~~ N.-.~-'1TU> ~~~~v~r JL.!. '\.: ""1 ..;) ll .:l- u -• - ' -~ ~ .,, f _. rt, ~. ., 1~n.:J: t•11 ~....1) fi'J~""..t _re:- . :i 

has put h~r foot down a9ainst f~rth~r unsupervised d~corat-
~ ...... ,..,&f· o,.~,.. 
tH!J -c:;:J • L.:;ii .. 

~ince be1n9 narr.~ ~9t1ona 1 ¥ost~r C~i!d. H~ ~sp~c1ailY 
· P"~~vf<i4 ~1~ ~i~~t ~~ 4 M +~ ~"""" v0~~ ~ity <.~~~G ~e •Q11 · 1-~ -uJ-v.;-U :1 .. ,., i~:~...; ~~ .. ~~ ~·u •~v"?"! '- .. "~ ~~- · , ?Hfv~~ H .· It.,.;., H 

1Qve ~1th a horse na~t$1 S~kie durinq a hanscru c~b r!de 
thr~uuh Ct~tra1 Par~. At M1mal;5 5e~~u.ari~tn; Mike b~a~~ 
~~art?Oferl oT S~1ty th~ S~a1 ar~ Fiippe;~ as wef 1 ~s thu 
kiiier wh!'.!1e:s. 



FACT SHEET 
.Mrs. Ford's Office 

f}v S . Po::--: er 

ReviseJ 

Event Greet 1974 Nationa l Muscular Dystrophy Poster Child 

Group Muscular Dystrophy Assoc iat i ons of Amer ica , Inc . 
DATE/TH\1E Thursday , November 21, 1974 11:00 a.m . 
Cont;:i.ct Mr. John Sellman Phone 296-1672 

Children 1 Number of guests : Total 7 Women Men ------- ------- ------ -----
P lac c Ma p Room 

Mrs. Ford 
Participation by Principal Greet & Photo 
Remarks required No 

------------------------------~-----
Background The national campaign on behalf of the Muscular Dystrophy 

Social: 

Press: 

Technical 

Support : 

Association is held in November & December; the DC area 
kick-off is Nov . 24th. Mrs. Ford is national Honorary 
Chairman & will greeRE~hrRF.~r~al poster child. 

Guest list Mr. Sellman to S. Porter 
--------------------------------~ 

Invitations Programs Menus ----------------- ------· 
Refreshments Yes (Coffee , tea , Juice for the 7 yr . old, ________ _,_ ___ _,_ ___ _,_ __________ _..::;_ ____ _ 
Entertainment cookies) 

-------------------------------~ 
D1.:corations/ flowers Yes , norma l for Ma p Room ______________ :.._ _____________ ~~ 
Music ------------------------------------
Soria l /\ides ----------------------------------
Dr e~s Coatcheck Yes . --------------------------
Other Tour officer stand-by for W.H. tour afterwards . ______________ ..c::.__ ___________________ _ 

White Home Phot0rrnphcrs __ . __ Y_e_s ____ _ Color ~.fono. -------
Oihcr 

----------------------------------~ 

l\1icrophones No ----------------- PA Other Rooms --------
r~ cc or cling No ·------------------------------- ----
Li t!ll ts 

Transportation One car . ------ ---------------------------NOTZ: Enter via S.W. Gate 
P~lJ' kin G Sout h Drive ·-----------------------------------
1-l o us i ni; 

·--------------------·-------------~ 
Other __________________ ( Risns,~taGe,platforms) _______ _ 

Pro.kct Co-ordinator --------------------·------Sc.san PortenL1 Phone -------x2850 

Si te di;:igrams should be ~~i:~::iched if technica l support is heavy. 


