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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

May 1, 1975 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

VERN LOEN '(L 
DOUGLASP. BENNET~ 
Rep. Don Clancy 

I had submitted the attached Schedule Proposal for 
Don Clancy. Warren Rustand turned it down be­
cau~e Mrs. Prem is president of a local organiza­
tion rather than national. Clancy feels strongly 
about this meeting and I am wondering if you feel 
we sho'uld go back and urge this one again. 

cc: Bob Wolthuis 

, .. 

Digitized from Box 29 of the Loen and Leppert Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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MEETING: 

_DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

·PARTICIPANTS: 

e· 
CABINET PARTICIPANTS: 

SPEECH MATERIAL: 

. PRESS ·COVERAGE: 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION:· 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
Date: 
Thru: 

From: 
Via: 

April 1 7, 19 7 5 
Max L. Friedersdorf 
Vern Loen (,/L- · 
Douglas P. Bennett~ 
William Nicholson 

Representative Donald D. Clancy, R-:-Ohio, and 
Mrs. Lee Jones Prem, President of the Epilepsy 
Enlightment Group in Cincinnati, Ohio 

At the convenience of the President .. 

To discuss the problems facing epileptics in this 
country and possible solutions. 

- The Oval Office 
5 Minutes 

The President 
Rep. Don Clancy 
Mrs. Lee Jones Prem 
Mr. John T. Murphy, President of AVCO Broadcastin: 
Douglas P. Bennett (Staff) 

None 

Briefing paper and talking points 
to be furnished . ,. 
Announce to press 
White House Photographer only 

Douglas P. Bennett 

Max L. Friedersdorf 

None 

None 



BACKGROUND: 

APPROVE 

1. There are over 4, 000, 000 kno\vn epileptics 
in the United States. 

2. Many epileptics choose to hide. thei:r disease 
for personal, social or professional reasons. 
Rep. Clancy, Mrs. Prem and others feel there 
is an overwhelming need to acquaint the public 
with epilepsy, its causes, sy1nptoms and treat­
ment. They wish to enlist the President's 
support for this objective. (Tab A) 

3. Mrs. Prem is involved in the Epilepsy Enlight­
ment Group because her son suffers from 
epileptic seizures. 

4. Mr. John T. Murphy, President" of AVCO 
Broadcasting, will be accompanying Mrs. Prem 
because AVCO strongly supports this Group. 

5. Representative Clancy, a conservative member 
of the Ways and Means Committee,. feels that 
Presidential identity with this objective would 
be helpful to him. 

DISAPPROVE· -----
~ 

Eec.e1t-• · ' .... -



00.J'IALD D . CLANCY 
2D DISTRICT Of' OHIO 

l>J5l"RIC:T OFFICE: 

43D u.~. r ·01T OFFtcE 
ANO C"'uJtT Hoos~ 

CIHCfl•U•f.;,,.t,. 0}f10 452.0Z 
Tll.iio-k\•N~t G!l4-3738 

COMMITfEE: 

W A YS AND MEANS 

C!ongtt.5!) of tbt 1fllniteb ~tnte~ 
~oust ot l\eprc~entatibt% 
mn~bfngton, ;ro.'lt. 20515 

Honorable Douglas P. Bennett 
Special Assistant for Legislative 

Affairs {_Housel 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Do_ug: 

March 21 , 1975 

fTCl.D OF'F:CE: 

4 31Ct B1<1uc>.-YC.WN Ro. 
CHEVIOT. OHIO ~5Z1 I 
Ti:LEPHONI'• 57.t-3o3l 

Mrs. Lee Jones Prem, President of the Epilepsy Enlightment 
Group in Cincinnati, Ohio~ has asked me to assist her in obtaining 
an appointment with President Ford to discuss the problems facing 
epileptics in this nation and possible solutions~ Your assistance 
in arranging this will be greatly appreciated. 

Mrs. Prem has advised me that there are over 4,000,000 known 
epileptics in the United States. However, since approximately 80% 
of the cases of epilepsy are controlled, many epileptics choose to 
hide their disease for personal, social or professional reasons. 
Mrs. Prem and others feel there is an overwhelming need to acquaint 
the public with epilepsy, its causes, symptoms and treatment, so 
that the epileptic can be freed from the stigma .which has always 
been associated with the disease . . She maintains that this can best 
be accomplished through the media, and wishes to enlist the President 1 s 
support for this objective. • ~ 

A recent case in Dayton, Kentucky, tragically pointed out the 
need for public education regarding epilepsy. Police had been called 
to assist lifesquadsmen in subduing a young epileptic. Restraints 
were applied to the young man's. body to control the seizure. When 
his brother entered the room and saw the leg irons and other restraints, 
he began struggling with the policemen to remove them. In the course 
of this tragic event, the epileptic's brother was shot. 

Unfortunately, the use of restraints to deal with epileptic 
seizures is all too common. At present, a lawsuit is pendi_ng against 
Los Angeles police for restraini_ng an epileptic, causi_ng him to break 
and further damage several limbs and leaving him crippled. 
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Page 2 
Honorable Douglas P. Bennett 
Special Ass·istant for L.egislative 

Affairs (House) 
March 21 , 1975 

Such incidents emphasize the need for public education concerning 
epilepsy. I would deeply appreciate President Ford's attention to 
this problem by meeting with Mrs. Prem. If an appointment can be 
arranged, she will be accompanied by Mr. John T. Murphy, President 
of AVCO Broadcasting. 

Thank you for your consideration and assistance. 

With best wishes, 

Very truly yours, 

~J_,,J~.~ 
DONALD D. CLANCY \ 

I 
'· 



MEMORANDUM T O: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASH I NGTON 

May 3, 1975 ' 

JAC K :iY1ARSH 

RUSS ROURKE 

I spoke with Paul Sonnabend this afternoon, advising him of the 
"facts of life" with regard to the proposed meeting with the 
President. I was very frank with Sonnabend, and gave him a very 
candid run-down on the entire matter. He appreciated our frankness, 
and requested that the proposed meeting with the President be 
scrubbed. 

He ha.stily added that he was enthusiastic about assistiP-g the President 
in any area wherein his services might prove helpful. .. has only to 
request his volunteer assistance. 

cc: CLeppert / 
WRustand 
TMarrs 



MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

DATE: April 26, 1975 ~ 
FROM: Charles Leppert • 
THR U: Max Frieder sdorf 

Vern Loen VL 
VIA: Warren Rustand 

Rep. Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. (D-Mass.) 

Week of May 5, 1975 

To give Rep. O'Neill the opportunity to introduce 
to the President, Mr. Paul Sonnabend, Chairman 
of the Board of "We, the People", a volunteer 
organization sponsoring a Bicentennial Fair to be 
held in West Potomac Park, April - June ~ 976. 

The Oval Office (15 minutes) 
The President 
Rep. Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Mr. Paul Sonnabend 
Charles Leppert, Jr. (staff) 

CABINET PARTICIPATION: Secretary Rogers B. Morton (Interior) 

SPEECH MATERIAL: Talking points 

PRESS COVERAGE: None - White House Photographer 

STAFF: Charles Leppert, Jr. .. ,. 

RECOMMEND: Max L. Friedersdorf 

OPPOSED: None 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: None 

BACKGROUND:· I. "We, the People" was established by the 
volunteer sector of the country, which con­
ceived a three month Fair, a Bicentennial 
celebration to be -held in Washington, D. C. 
from April - June of 1976. 
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2. The Fair is to be located on a 25-acre site 
in West Potomac Park; the land was donated 
by the National Park Service. More than 25 
of the Nation's largest volunteer-coordinating 
organizations have endorsed this proposal and 
are planning the exhibits; business and govern­
ment are contributing materials and expertise; 
architects, site planners, exhibit designers 
and engineering firms are creating the environ-

' .. ment, designing structures and coordinating 
volunteer exhibits. 

3. The Fair will provide an educational forum 
where volunteer organizations in America can 
tell their story, recruit new volunteers and 
exchange information. All volunteer organiza­
tions are invited to participate, and a~e given 
free space to do so. 

4. Mrs. Ford is the Honorary Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of "We, the People." 

5. Mr. Sonnabend, a close friend of Rep. O'Neill, 
would like to discuss with the President, the 
site preparation money. Although most of the 
financing has been raised from private sources, 
Mr. Sonnabend has discussed the money matter 
with Department of Interior Secretary Morton • 

. .. 



. 
THOMAS P. O'NEILL, JR. 

~ MASSA!HuSE1TS 

MAJORITY LEADER 

Congress of tbe 1.tniteb 6tates 
J)ouse of l\epte•mtatibes 

c9ftitt of tbt -ajodtp 1ltaber 
UlaS{Jington, B.~. 20515 

April 21, 197§ 

Mr. Charles Leppert 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Charlie: 

I am writing to request that you arrange a meeting 
between the President and Paul Sonnabend. 

Paul is a close friend of mine from Boston. He is 
Chairman of the Board of "We, the People", an organization 
that is sponsoring a Bicentennial Fair to be held in 
the West Potomac Park. 

He would like to meet with the President to discuss 
plans for the Fair. Whiie most of the financing has 
been raised from private sources, some site preparation 
money must be provided by the Interior Department. 
Paul has discussed this matter with Secretary Morton. 

Should you be unable to set up an appointment for 
Paul with the President, I would appreciate your 
assistance in having him see Don Rumsfeld or 
Vice President Rockefeller. 

Thank you for your help. 

With every good wish, 

I Sin<;;e~y' I 

Thoma~O'Neill, Jr. 



Congress of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 
Jbou~e of l\epre~entatibe~ 

OFFICE OF MAJORITY LEADER 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2.0515 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

Mr. Charles Leppert 
Special Assistant to the President 
the White House 
Washington, o.c. 

E 

i--=-­e:--
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 1, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURKE ,e-

Jack, please note attached schedule proposal re Tip O'Neill/ 
Sonnabend ("We the People"). 

As indicated on Page 2 of the attached briefing paper, Sonnabend 
intends to discuss "site preparation money" with the President. 
As you know, Ted Marrs did an exhaustive review of all federal 
funding assistance possibilities •.. without success. 

Further, the attached Washington Post article would appear to 
indicate that the final chapter on this project has been written. 

I don't really see any valid purpose for this meeting, unless you 
see some wisdom in requiring the President to go through this 
exercise for Tip O'Neill' s benefit. As a suggestion, you might 
want to have Ted Marrs (either directly or through Charlie 
Leppert) advise Tip of the exhaustive inquiries already made 
by you and Ted in this matter. 

cc: TMarrs 
CLeppert 



... ~' A?R 3 0 1975 . 
MEMORA~DUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO:>: 

April 30, 1975 

MEMORANDU:M FOR:~JACK MARSH 
TED MARRS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WARREN RUSTAND W'1 I( 
Schedule Proposal for a Meeting with 
Cong. Tip O'Neill and Mr. Paul Sonnabend, 
Chairman of the Board of "We, the People." 

I would appreciate having your comments and recommendation 
on tl:e attached. 



MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

THE 'vVHITE HOUSE SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

WASHINGTON 
DATE: 
FROM: 
THRU: 

VIA: 

April 26, 1975 ~ 
Charles Leppe~t~• 
Max ~ried~r 

1
sdo;-:_, IJ / 

1 
Vern Loen j!.- 'h1''1..,)' 

Warren Rustand 

Rep. Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. (D-1viass.) 

Week of May 5, 1975 

To give Rep. O'Neill the opportu...-riity to introd"U.ce 
to the Presiden~, Mr. Paul Sonnabend, Chairm.an 
of the Board of 0 We, the People' 1

, a volunteer 
organization sponsoring a Bicenten..>.ial Fair to be 
held in West Potomac Park, April - Ju..""l.e 1976. 

The Oval Office (15 minutes) 
The President 
Rep. Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Mr. Paul Sonnabend 
Charles Leppe.rt, Jr. (staff) 

CABINET PARTICIPATION: Secretary Rogers B. Morton (Interior) 

SPEECH MATERIAL: Talking points 

PRESS COVERAGE: None - White House Photographer 

STAFF: Charles Leppert, Jr. 

RECOMMEND: Max L. Friedersdorf 

OPPOSED: None 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: None 

BACKGROUND: 1. "We, the People 11 was established by the 
volunteer sector of the country, ;.vhich con­
ceived a three month Fair, a Bicenten..."lial 
celebration to be held in Washington, D. C. 
from April - June of 1976. 
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2. The Fair is to be located on a 25-acre site 

3. 

in West Potomac P2.rk; the land vras donated 
by the N-ational Park Service. More than 25 
of the Nation's largest volun.teer-coordL.1ating 
organizations have endorsed this proposal and 
are planning the eY...hibits; business and go·,rern­
ment are contributing materials and expertise; 
architects, site plan.."1.ers, exhibit designers 
and engineering firms are creating L1i.e en .... iron­
ment, designing structur s and coordi.nating 
volu..-iteer exhibits. 

The Fair will provide an educational forum 
where volunteer organizations in America can 
tell their ·story, recruit new volunteers and 
exchange information. All volunteer organiza­
tions are invited to participate, and are given 
free space to do so. 

4. 1Y1r s. Ford is the Honorary Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of rr-we, the People. 11 

5. Mr. Sonnabend~ a close friend of Rep Q'Neilk 
would like to discuss with the President, the 
~ite preparation money. Although most of the 
financing has been raised from private sources~ 
Mr. Sonnabend has discussed the money matter 
with Department of Interior Secretary Morton • 

.,,, . 



Apl'll 25. 197S 

Flt OM: RUSS BOURKE 

Pa111 Socuaa.betd la dowa to the final •traw. Ted Man•• ha.a heea, 
e.xtrem.i,. iMl!pfal,la eshawatina aU p09aiJ»leapproacla .. for the 
we, U&.e People pnJ.ct. · 

~~i~:· ~ •-. 
The l&a •traw t.~~ill JOG eoatact Jgba D. Jtoc.kelell.r m la an 
effort to put Joha D. and Soaaabead together for the p.upo•• of 
con'Yiacilla .1olm D.::'• U.S.A. 200 to prcwide the Qec .. •ary fundiAg 
fol' th• We, the People project." 

ll J'O• are Rot williaa to tlo ttu.; or if John a. rejects tA• propOAl. 
Soaaabead will relactaatly •cntc.b their eatire project. .. 

:~;;. 
I.I. 

...:.~ -... ·. ·~ 

~··'!:'1'~ 
~~~ 
- ~:~ 

•, 
- - 'i .. .:)~ .. - -... : 

-.. · .. 
. -·:.t:-

.....- .-""· 

. . -_:; 



Wa-shlngton Post - Tues., April 29, 1975 

$4~Mi'llion 1licentelinialFUir 
Ca1'¢e,1,£4 16\ 11a;;~qf- Moh~y 

JtJI:·. ' . . ... ~ ·- ·, ;.r.~~: > . t 7f:" ... .,,. , ., 
By .. Mirgot HJnblower:: ' The ··fir;. which wise~: United Waj':~erfcli; "th• 
Wuhirictoo Poe&~... nounced with some fanfare American·. Red Cross,; the 

A " million ·Bicentennial last montlf;;would have housed NAACP and ComnU>n Ca~. 
fair to, honor, th&.:eccomplisll· as· many a~. l,000 exhibits un-. , Besides exhibits from volUJla 
menta ·.of the ¥Uotts volun- der sev~ _huge tents. on. 25 teer ·groups,-'the.-·f11ir would _ 
teers ; has .Qeerit.:c&ncel.ed be-- acres lent -~National Capital b~ve housed· a.-~000-seat awii---./ 
cauae- its sponsors -t~e unable ~~ks near ~~ Lincoln Memo- torium for..::· ·-forums · and 
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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 5, 1975 

DOUGLAS BENNETT 

WILLIAM NICHOLSON ~U/"/ 
Schedule Proposal for Cong. Clancy 
and Mrs. Lee Jones Prem to meet 
with the President 

The attached is self-explanatory. 

In view of Domestic Council recommendation against this type 
of e,ppointm.ent, we feel this should be regretted. 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 30, 1975 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

WARREN R USTANnCt..-5 te__ 

Proposal for the President to meet with 
Cong. Clancy and Mrs. Lee Jones Prem, 
President of the Epilepsy Enlightment 
Group in Cincinnati 

Our Domestic Council staff people recommend against this type 
of appointment. They feel we should not get into the practice 
of meeting with local chapters of groups such as this because of 
the precedent it would set. 

Is this one high priority as far as you are concerned? 



., 

MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

· PARTICIPANTS: 

CABINET PARTICIPANTS: 

SPEECH MATERIAL: 

PRESS COVERAGE: 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
Date: 
Thru: 

From: 
Via: 

April 1 7, 1975 
Max L. Friedersdorf rd. 
Vern Loen l/L- WT) 
Douglas P. Bennett~ 
William Nicholson 

Representative Donald D. Clancy, R-Ohio, and 
Mrs. Lee Jones Pre:rb, President of the Epilepsy 
Enlightment Group in Cincinnati, Ohio 

At the convenience of the President 

To discuss the problems facing epileptics in this 
country and possible solutions. 

- The Oval Office 
- 5 Minutes 

The President 
Rep. Don Clancy 
Mrs. Lee Jones Prem 
Mr. John T. Murphy, President of AVCO Broadcasting 
Douglas P. Bennett (Staff) 

None 

Briefing paper and talking points 
to be furnished 

Announce to press 
White House Photographer only 

Douglas P. Bennett 

Max L. Friedersdorf 

None 

None 



BACKGROUND: 

- 2 -

1. There are over 4, 000, 000.known epileptics 
in the United States. 

2. Many epileptics choose to hide their disease 
for personal, social or professional reasons. 
Rep. Clancy, Mrs. Prem and others feel there 
is an overwhelming need to acquaint the public 
with epilepsy, its causes, symptoms and treat­
ment. They wish to enlist the President's 
support for this 1objective. (Tab A) 

3 •. Mrs. Prem is involved in the Epilepsy Enlight­
ment Group l?ecause her son suffers from 
epileptic seizures. 

4. Mr. John T. Murphy, President of AVCO 
Broadcasting, will be accompanying Mrs. Prem 
because AVCO strongly supports this Group. 

5. Representative Clancy, a conservative member 
of the Ways and Means Committee, feels that 
Presidential identity with this objective would 
be helpful to him. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE -----



~ 
DON,;\lC D. CLANCY DISTRtCT OFFlCE: 

2D D.JtTHICT OF OHIO 430 U.S. PosT OFFICc 
AND CoURT HOUSE 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 4520Z 

TELEP>iONE,684-3738 

. 
COMMITTEE: 

WAYS ANO MEANS 

Qtongtt55 of tbc ~nfttb ~tatts 
~ouse of l\eprt~tntatibts 
ma~bfngtou, J).". 20515 

Honorable Douglas P. Bennett 
Special Assistant for Legislative 

Affairs lHouse} 
The White House 
Washington, D. '>c. 

Dear Doug: 

March 21 , 1975 

/ 

FIELD OFFICE'.; 

4310 BRIOGCTOWN Ro. 
CHEVIOT, OHIO 45211 
TELEPHONE' 574-3633 

Mrs. Lee Jones Prem, President of the Epilepsy Enlightment 
Group in Cincinnati, Ohio, has asked me to assist her in obtaining 
an appointment with President Ford to discuss the problems facing 
epileptics in this nation and possible solutions. Your assistance 
in arranging this will be greatly appreciated. 

·Mrs~ Prem has advised me that there are over 4,000,000 known 
epileptics in the United States. However, since approximately 80% 
of the cases of epilepsy are controlled, many epileptics choose to 
hide their disease for personal, social or professional reasons. 
Mrs. Prem and others feel there is an overwhelming need to acquaint 
the public with epilepsy, its causes, symptoms and treatment, so 
that the epileptic can be freed from the stigma which has always 
been associated with the disease. She maintains that this can best 
be accomplished through the media, and wishes to enlist the President's 
support for this objective. 

A recent case in Dayton, Kentucky, tragically pointed out the 
need for public education regarding epilepsy. Police had been called 
to assist lifesquadsmen in subduing a young epileptic. Restraints 
were applied to the young man's body to control the seizure. When 
his brother entered the -room and saw the leg irons and other restraints, 
he began struggling with the policemen to remove them. In the course 
of this tragic event, the epileptic's brother was shot. 

Unfartunately, the use of restraints to deal with epileptic 
seizures is· all too common. At present, a lawsuit is pending against 
Lbs Angeles police for restraining an epileptic, causing him to break 
and further damage several limbs and leaving him crippled. 
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Page 2 
Honorable Douglas P. Bennett 
Special Assistant for Legislative 

Affairs (House} 
March 21 , 1975 

Such incidents emphasize the need for public education concerning 
epilepsy. I would deeply appreciate President Ford's attention to 
this problem by meeting with Mrs. Prem. If an appointment can be 
arranged, she will be accompanied by Mr. John T. Murphy, President 
of AVCO Broadcasting. 

Thank you for your consideration and assistance. 

With best wishes, 

Very truly yours, 
(' 

\"' t· o· · ;...h ~ / .~: 

fl)~ t.J~ 0 . '...{;(.,.-. .. ._ <:..--.-\ 
DONALD D. CLANCY \ 

! 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

April ZZ, 1975 

JAMES CAVANAUGH 

WARREN RUSTAND 

Co111 Clancy Request to bring in 
the Preddent of the Epllepay Enli1ht­
ment Group from Cincinnati 

We wOGld appreciate baYiag your c ommenta and recomniendallon 

on the ataached. 



:~b.b,,t 
tfft2 .1::: ,.._· ff~f 1 ,-

" ·(/ .scliEDULING ROUTING MEMO 

Subject: u::.. .,. e_~ .. 1 4 • c 1 
1 Originat~.J.~ ¥ 

To Individual Processed Comments 

_ W. Nicholson 

-/- W. Rustand 

_ Staff to: 

_ H. Donaldson 

_ M. Widner 

_ M. Rawlins 

_ N. Gemmell 

Return to: ----------------"'------

Action: ----------------------

GPO 560·925 



MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

CABINET PARTICIPANTS: 

SPEECH MATERIAL: 

PRESS COVERAGE: 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
Date: 
Thru: 

From: 
Via: 

April 1 7, 1975 
Max L. Friedersdorf .J. 
Vern Loen l/l- "]) 
Douglas P. Bennett~ 
William Nicholson 

Representative Donald D. Clancy, R-Ohio, and 
Mrs. Lee Jones Prem, President of the Epilepsy 
Enlightment Group in Cincinnati, Ohio 

At the convenience of the President 

To discuss the problems facing epileptics in this 
country and possible solutions. 

- The Oval Office 
- 5 Minutes 

The President 
Rep. Don Clancy 
Mrs. Lee Jones Prem 
Mr. John T. Murphy, President of AVCO Broadcasting 
Douglas P. Bennett (Staff) 

None 

Briefing paper and talking points 
to be furnished 

Announce to press 
White House Photographer only 

Douglas P. Bennett 

Max L. Friedersdorf 

None 

None 



BACKGROUND: 

- 2 -

1. There are over 4, 000, 000 known epileptics 
in the United States. 

2. Many epileptics choose to hide their disease 
for personal, social or professional reasons. 
Rep. Clancy, Mrs. Prem and others feel there 
is an overwhelming need to acquaint the public 
with epilepsy, its causes, symptoms and treat­
ment. They wish to enlist the President's 
support for this objective. (Tab A) 

3. Mrs. Prem is involved in the Epilepsy Enlight­
ment Group because her son suffers from 
epileptic seizures. 

4. Mr. John T. Murphy, President of AVCO 
Broadcasting, will be accompanying Mrs. Prem 
because AVCO strongly supports this Group. 

5. Representative Clancy, a conservative member 
of the Ways and Means Committee, feels that 
Presidential identity with this objective would 
be helpful to him. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 
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# DONALi> D. CLANCY DISTRICT OFFICE' 

2D DISTRICT OF OHIO 

COMMITTEE: 

WAYS ANO MEANS <ongrtss of tbe llnfteb '5>tatts 
1!}ou~e of l\epre~entatibe~ 
lla~fngton, •.c:. 20515 

430 U.S. PoST OFFICE 
AND COURT HOUSE 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 45202 
TELEPHONE, 684-3738 

Honorable Douglas P. Bennett 
Special Assistant for Legislative 

Affairs lHouse} 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Doug: 

March 21 , 1975 

FIELD OFFICE; 

4310 BRIDGETOWN RD. 
CHEVIOT, OHIO 45211 
TELEPHONE' 574-3633 

Mrs. Lee Jones Prem, President of the Epilepsy Enlightment 
Group in Cincinnati, Ohio, has asked me to assist her in obtaining 
an appointment with President Ford to discuss the problems facing 
epileptics in this nation and possible solutions. Your assistance 
in arranging this will be greatly appreciated. 

Mrs. Prem has advised me that there are over 4,000,000 known 
epileptics in the United States. However, since approximately 80% 
of the cases of epilepsy are controlled, many epileptics choose to 
hide their disease for personal, social or professional reasons. 
Mrs. Prem and others feel there is an overwhelming need to acquaint 
the public with epilepsy, its causes, symptoms and treatment, so 
that the epileptic can be freed from the stigma which has always 
been associated with the disease. She maintains that this can best 
be accomplished through the media, and wishes to enlist the President 1 s 
support for this objective. 

A recent case in Dayton, Kentucky, tragically pointed out the 
need for public education regarding epilepsy. Police had been called 
to assist lifesquadsmen in subduing a young epileptic. Restraints 
were applied to the young man 1 s body to control the seizure. When 
his brother entered the room and saw the leg irons and other restraints, 
he began struggling with the policemen to remove them. In the course 
of this tragic event, the epileptic 1 s brother was shot. 

Unfortunately, the use of restraints to deal with epileptic 
seizures is all too common. At present, a lawsuit is pending against 
Los Angeles police for restraining an epileptic, causing him to break 
and further damage several limbs and leaving him crippled. 
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Honorable Douglas P. Bennett 
Special Assistant for Legislative 

Affairs (House) 
March 21, 1975 

Such incidents emphasize the need for public education concerning 
epilepsy. I would deeply appreciate President Ford's attention to 
this problem by meeting with Mrs. Prem. If an appointment can be 
arranged, she will be accompanied by Mr. John T. Murphy, President 
of AVCO Broadcasting. 

Thank you for your consideration and assistance. 

With best wishes, 

Very truly yours, 

i~wlt' ~~ 
DONALD D. CLANCY \ 

I 



MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

-r~11>~ 
~~· 

THE WHITE HOUSE SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

WASHINGTON 
DATE: 
FROM: 
THRU: 

VIA: 

May 6, 1975 h!f._ 
Charles Leppert,~1: 
Max L. Friedersdorf 
Vern Loen 
Warren Rustand 

Congressional Bi-Partisan Senior Intern Program 

Thursday, May 15, 1975 

To have the President greet the Senior Interns 
following a White House staff briefing in the Theatre 
from 10:00 to 11 : 00 a . m. 

The Theatre or Rose Garden 
(5 minutes) 
The President 
Congressional Bi-Partisan Senior Intern Group 

(approximately 20 to 30 people) Se~ Tab A 

CABINET PARTICIPATION: None 

SPEECH MATERIAL: Briefing paper 

PRESS COVERAGE: Announcement by Press. Group photograph. 

STAFF: Charles Leppert, Jr. 

RECOMMEND: Max L. Frieder S'dorf 

OPPOSED: None 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: None 

BACKGROUND: 1. Each year, a bi-partisan group of Members of 
Congress sponsor senior citizens from their 
respective districts for a two week pe.riod in 
Washington, during which time they work in 
the Congressman's office and learn ~he opera­
tions of the Federal government firsthand. 

2. This year, 18 Members of Congress are 
involved in this program, the largest nartici­
pation ever. 
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3. Last year, as Vice President, you greeted 
the senior citizens and had your picture taken 
with them at your Senate Office. 

4. The Congressmen and the group this year are 
asking that. you greet them briefly in the 
Theatre or Rose Garden while they are here 
for a briefing being given by the White House 
staff. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 
~~~~~~~~-



LIST OF PARTICIPANTS IN 
1975 CONGRESSIONAL SENIOR INTERN PROGRAM 

SPONSOR 

Rep. Edward Bie ster 

Rep. Elwood Hillis 

Rep. Edward Roush 

Rep. Ralph Regula 

Rep. Philip Sharp 

Rep. Frederick Richmond 

Rep. Paul Simon 

Rep. John Wydler 

Rep. Hamilton Fish 

Rep. B. F. Sisk 

Rep. Richard Schulze 

Rep. Gary Myers 

Rep. James Mann 

Congressional staff accompanying group 

INTERN 

Albert Carbone 
Mrs. Laura Yeager 
William Yeager 

Fred Fraser 

Marion Witmer 
Mrs. Madge Witmer 

Cyril Kidgell 
Mrs. Leona Kidgell 

Mrs. Carrie Dixon 
Mrs. Minnie Bailey 

Mrs. Rose Bloomfield 

Hugh Rimer 
Mrs. Erma Rimer 

Mrs. Rosemary Koster 
Steven Mongeluzzi 

Lewis Greenberg 
Steven Sund 
Mrs. Steven Sund 

John Masten 
Daisy Shirk 

Lester Turner 
Glenn Jackson 

Maurice Slavonsky 

Mrs. Floyd Jansen 

Donna Norton from Rep. Hillis' office 
Rick Car son from Rep. Bie ster' s office 




