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WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS-1974

NUT BASKETS AND GUM DRCP BASKETS

Baskets of all shapes and sizes, filled with either nuts or gum drops,
have been a favorite tree decoration for many years. Many times,
parents would hide small gifts for the children among the nuts or candy.
It was delightful for all. Baskets used need not be expensive. If you
do not have any around the house, they may be purchased for a nominal
cost. Gum drops may be purchased in small bags, although if too many
are bought the children will enjoy snacking on them for holiday treats.
Nuts must be unshelled and an assortment makes the arrangement very
interesting.

NUT BASKETS

1. Select a styrofoam ball with the same diameter as your basket and
cut it in half,

2. Fit it into basket, rounded side up.

3. Glue the nuts to the exposed styrofoam being careful not to use too
much glue.

4. Let the glue dry, then finish off the basket by adding sprigs of
greens or holly. Don't forget a small surprise for the children!

GUM DROP BASKETS

1. Cut a styrofoam ball with the same diameter as your basket in half.
2. Fit it into the basket, rounded side up.

3. Attach base of gum drops to toothpicks, then insert them into
styrofoam.

4. Stick a lollipop or small toy into the center of the gum drop
arrangement,

5. Finish off the basket by adding sprigs of greens or holly.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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THE SEQUOIA

The Sequoia was built by the Mathis Yacht Building Co., Camden, N. J. in 1925.
Classified as an "Auxiliary-Miscellaneous' the 100 ton Sequoia originally

had a waterline length of 99 feet and a beam of 18 feet 2 inches. She

was acquired by the Navy from the Department of Commerce on March 25,

1933, and commissioned a Naval vessel on that date at Annapolis,

Maryland. She was assigned to the Washington Navy Yard where she was

fitted out as the Presidential Yacht. President Franklin D. Roosevelt

cruised aboard here during the period 1933 to 1935. In 1935, the

Sequoi» was taken out of Presidential service.

In the spring of 1968, the Sequoia was again pressed into use as the
Presidential yacht by President Jchnson, Since last used by President
Roosevelt, it had been considerably modified, including an increase in
its length to 104 feet and beam to 19 feet 8 inches. The main propulsion
and electrical systems were also modified and improved. The Sequoia,
with a mahogany planked hull and teak deck house diaplaces 123 tons.

She has a salon paneled with mahogany on the main deck and four state-~
rooms with adjoining baths below decks. She is completely air conditioned
and can sleep six guests. Twenty-two guests can be seated at the one
table in the main salon, and the glass paneled salon aft can accommodate
an additional ten persons. She travels at a speed of 11 knots.

The Sequoia i3 used only for inland water cruises. However, she
carries enough fuel to make a cruise for two or three days. The ship
has two 36" bronze propellers and one large bronze rudder with two
small wing rudders. Since Sequoia is not a combatant craft, and does
not serve as an auxiliary, she is not painted the traditional battleship
grey, but is painted white.

The Sequoia has not been in commission since December 9, 1935, She
is designated a yacht and her status is 'In Service." This status
restricts her to local operations. The Sequoia accommodates 40
passengers in addition to the crew.

###

Sealgoin
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Aircraft 27000 (AIR FORCE ONE)

The U. S. Air Force placed Aircraft 27000 at the President's disposal on
February 1, 1973. The plans.succeeds Aircraft 26000, acquired in 1962,
as the primary aircraft on all Presidential missions.

Aircraft 27000 was acquired from the Boeing Company, Seattle, Washington,
Technically, it is a Boeing 707-353B. The U. S. Air Force designation

is VC-137C. The Air Force requested authorization to procure a re-
placement airplane for the President of the United States in a supplemental
budget request which was sent to the Congress on November 17, 1971, The
supplemental was approved by the full Congress in late 1971. Jet engines
were made available from existing Air Force inventory.

Aircraft 26000 will remain in use as the principal backup aircraft on
Presidential missions. This assures the President, for the first time,
backup transportation with the full range, speed, short field landing
capability, and weather minimume as the primary plane. The Air Force
purchased the aircraft 27000 for this reason.

Before Aircraft 27000 was added to the fleet, Aircraft 86970 served as the
principal backup aircraft on all Presidential missions. It was the first jet
aircraft placed at the President's disposal. It was acquired in 1959, and
is a slightly slower, smaller model 707 than Aircraft 27000. For example,
Aircraft 86970 has a range of 5,400 statute miles, compared to a range of
more than 7, 000 statute miles for both Aircraft 27000 and Aircraft 26000,

The configuration of Aircraft 27000 is the same as the configuration of
Aircraft 26000, with minor modifications. The lounge area immediately
behind the President's compartment has been relocated behind the staff
work area so that it is immediately adjacent and available to Presidential
guests. Certified seating capacity of the new Air Force One is 58 compared
to 59 certified seats aboard Aircraft 26000.

The new Air Force One is maintained and operated by the 89th Military
Airlift Wing, Special Missions, Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland. There
are two other 707's in the 89th in addition to Air Force One and Aircrafts
26000 and 86970. They were acquired in 1959 and have similar character-
istics to Aircraft 86970. They will remain with the 89th, flying the Vice
President, Cabinet members, heads of foreign governments, and other
executive and military leaders, high priority personnel and cargo.

(MORE)



AIR FORCE ONE SPECIFICATIONS

Prime Contractor The Boeing Company

Engines Four Pratt & Whitney JT3D-3B engines (turbofan)

Dimensions Span 145' 9"; length 152' 11'"; height 42' 5"

Cruise Speed 575 statute m.p.h.

Ceiling Above 43,000 feet

Range Beyond 7, 000 statute miles

Load 58 passengers

Crew 10 or 11 (includes cockpit, communications and
guards)

Maximum Gross
Takeoff Weight 328,000 lbs.

###
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THE SEQUOIA

The Sequoia was built by the Mathis Yacht Building Co., Camden, N. J. in 1925.
Classified as an ""Auxiliary~-Miscellaneous' the 100 ton Sequoia originally

had a waterline length of 99 feet and a beam of 18 feet 2 inches. She

was acquired by the Navy from the Department of Commerce on March 25,

1933, and commissioned a Naval vessel on that date at Annapolis,

Maryland., She was assigned to the Washington Navy Yard where she was

fitted out as the Presidential Yacht. President Franklin D. Roosevelt

cruised aboard here during the period 1933 to 1935. In 1935, the

Sequoi» was taken out of Presidential service.

In the spring of 1968, the Sequoia was again pressed into use as the
Presidential yacht by President Jchnson, Since last used by President
Roosevelt, it had been considerably modified, including an increase in
its length to 104 feet and beam to 19 feet 8 inches. The main propulsion
and electrical systems were also modified and improved. The Sequoia,
with a mahogany planked hull and teak deck house displaces 123 tons.

She has a salon paneled with mahogany on the main deck and four state-
rooms with adjoining baths below decks. She is completely air conditioned
and can sleep six guests, Twenty-two guests can be seated at the one
table in the main salon, and the glass paneled salon aft can accommodate
an additional ten persons. She travels at a speed of 11 knots.

The Sequoia §s used only for inland water cruises. However, she
carries enough fuel to make a cruise for two or three days. The ship
has two 36' bronze propellers and one large bronze rudder with two
small wing rudders. Since Sequoia is not a combatant craft, and does
not serve as an auxiliary, she is not painted the traditional battleship
grey, but is pzinted white.

The Sequoia has not been in commission since December 9, 1935, She
is designated a yacht and her status is '"In Service.'' This status
restricts her to local operations. The Sequoia accommodates 40
passengers in addition to the crew,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Charlie -- WASHINGTON

Dave Smith w/Cong. Doc. Morgan said a constituent
was asking for a White House plate.

Checked with Curator's Office and they advise that
Congressional Legislation was enacted in 1961
which prohibits the giving away or lending of any
White House objects,

Notified Dave Smith on Fri,, June 13, 1975

Neta





