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THE WHITE HOUSE

FACT SHEET

DOMESTIC COUNCIL COMIITTEERE Ol UREBAN DEVELOPVENT
AND HEIMHBORHOO® REVITALIZATION

President Ford today announced the creation of a Domestic
Council Committee on Urban Jevelonment and Neighborhood FRe-
vitalization to examine urban problems and make recommendations
to halt urban decline. The Committee will be chaired by Carla
A, Hills, Secretary of Housing and Urhan Develonment, and
include 3 cabinet memhers, 3 agency heads, 2 independent

regulatory agencies (byv invitation), and members of the White
House staff,.

BACKGROUIID

The President has long been concerned about the nroblems be-
setting many of our cities and the neirhborhoods from which
the cities draw their vitality and stabilitv. He is particu-
larly concerned about such nrobhlems as:

1. The deterioration of housings, streets, and nublic
services in older urhan areas.

2. The loss of job-producing industries.
3. The 1ncreasing costs of nublic services.
I, The increasing micration to the suburbs.
5. The stagnation of the urbhan tax base.

6. The uncertain status of nunicinal financial
markets.

The President is creating this Committee to analwvze thess
problems and to develon proposals for greater cooperation
and coordination amone the Federal afencies administering
nrograms which have an immact on cities and their neighbor-
hoods.

The President also views this Committee as a resnonse to the
recommendations of a recent Conference on Ethnicity and
leighborhood Revitalization held at the Vhite llouse. That
groun recommended that the President establish a committee
to study urban problems as thevy are perceived on the
neighborhood level.
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DO!TSTIC COUNCIL COMIITYEE

The Committee is comprised of the heads of the Tederal
agencies which have primary responsibility for »nrorrams
affecting the cities, including their neighborhoods and
surrounding communities. The Committee will study the
problems both from a broad Federal policy perspective and
from the perspective of those who live in urban neighbor.-
hoods. Specifically, the Committee will be responsible for:

1. Conducting a comnrehensive review of all major
Federal nrograms which have an imnact on the
cities and their neighborhoods-

2. Seelking the perspectives of local officials
and neilghborhood groups on Federal programs
which affect then;

3. Analvzing the patterns of public and oprivate
disinvestment in urban areas:

k, Develoning recommendations to the President and

the Congress for chenges in Federal nolicles and
nrograns affecting clties and their nelghborhoods
in order to nlace maximum decision-malking respon-
sibilitv at the local level, to remove lersal and
adrministrative obstacles to exercise this authority,
and to pnrovide for better coordination and deliverwv
of Federal prograns.

MEMBERS OF THE DOMESTIC COUNCIL COMMIITTEE

The Secretary of Housing andé Urban Develonment (Chairman)
The Secretary of the Treasury

The Attorney feneral

The Secretary of Agriculture

The Secretary of Commerce

The Secretary of Labor

The Secretarv of Health, Education, and Welfare
The Secretary of Transportation

Director, Office of Management and Budget
Administrator, Small Business Administration
Director, Cormunity Services Administration
Executive Director, Domestic Council

Director, White House Office of Public Liaison

By invitation:

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
Tederal Home Loan Bank Board





