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PREAMBLE

In adopting the following rules for the Democratic Caucus, we afirm and declara that the follow-
ing cardinal principles should control Democratic action:

a. In essentials of Democratic principles and doctrine, unity.

b. In nonessentials, and in all things not involving fidelity to party principles, entire individual
independence.

¢. Party alignmenrt only upon matters of party faith or party policy.

d. Friendly conference and, whenever reasonably possible, party cooperation.

STANDING RULES
R 1. Membership

a. All Democratic Members of the House of Representatives shall be prima facie members of the
Democratic Caucus. -

b. Any member of the Democrz:ic Caucus of the House of Representatives failing to abide by
the rules governing the same shall thereby automatically cease ta be 2 member of the Caucus,

R 2. Meeting Dates

Meetings of the Democratic Caucus may be called by the chairman upen his own motion and shall
be called by him whenever requested in writing by 50 members of the Caucus or at the request of the
Party Leader. While the House is in session, the Democratic Caucus shall meet regularly at a time
and place to be determined by the chairman, on the 3d Wednesd%;of each month, except January of
odd numbered years. If the House not be in sessionon the ednesday, the monthly Caucus shall
be held on the next succeeding Wednesday on which the House is in session. The chairman may cancel
any monthly Caucus, but not two consecutive monthly Caucuses, provided members are given reason-
able notice of such cancellation. Members of the Caucus shall not schedule commitiee meetings or
hearings at times when the Caucus is to bein session.-

R 3. Presiding Officer :
The chairman shall have the right to name any member of the Czucus to perform the duties of
the Chair during the temporary absence of the chairman. : o Y

R 4. Quorum ) :

A quorum of the Caucus shall consist of a majority of the Democratic Members of the House, If
the absence of a quorum is established, the chairman may continue the meeting for purposes of dis-
cussion only, but-no motion of any kind, except a motion to adjourn, shall be in order at such con-
tinued meeting. : '

R 5. Agenda : ! ‘ — ‘

At each such monthly Caucus, Members shall have the right to place before the Caucus any ques-
tion, provided written notice of such intention is (1) delivered to the office of the chairman, and (2)
transmitted to all members of the Caucus not later than 5 p.m. on the 9th day immediately preceding
the day of such Caucus. The chairman shall prescribe the order of business and shall provide members
with an agenda at least 5 days before the Caucus. Amendments to the agenda shall be in order only
if submitted to Caucus members at least 48 hours before the hour of convening and if supported in
writing by 50 members. o

R 6. Rules

General parliamentary law, with such special rules as may be adopted, shall govern the meetings
of the Caucus. The five-minute rule that governs the House of Representatives shall govern debate
in the Democratic Caucus, unless suspended by a vote of the Caucus. 4

R 7. Elections - : €

In the election of officers and in the nomination of candidates for office in the House, a majority
of those present and voting shall bind the membership of the Caucus. x

No Member shall be elected to serve as Chairman, Secretary, or Assistant Secretary of the Demo-
cratic Caucus for more than two consecutive terms. - , ;

R 8. Caucus Votes and Party Issues ;

In deciding upon action in the House involving party policy or principle, a two-thirds vote of
those present and voting at a Caucus meeting shall bind all members of the Caucus: Provided, The
said two-thirds vote is a majority of the full Democratic membership of the House: And provided
further, That no member shall be bound upon questions involving a construction of the Constitution
of the United States or upon which he made contrary pledges to his constituents priorto his election or
received contrary instructions by resolutions or platform from his nominating authority. '

Whenever any member of the Caucus shall determine, by reason of either of the exceptions pro-
vided for in the above paragraph, not to be bound by the action of the Caucus on those questions, it
shall be his duty, if present, to so advise the Caucus before the adjournment of the mesting, or if not
present at the meeting, to promptly notify the Demoeratic Leader in writing, so that the party may
be advised before the matter comes to issuz upon the floor of the House.

R 9. Admittance to Caucus Meetings .

No persons, except Democratic Members of the House of Representatives, a Caucus Journal
Clerk, and other nscessary employees, shall be admitted to the meetings of the Caucus without the
express permission of the chairman. .

R 10. Journal and Notification of Policy Actions i

The Caucus shall keep a journal of its proceedings, which shall be published after each meeting,
and which shall be available for inspection by any member of the Caucus upon request. The yeas
and nays on any question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, ba entered on the Journal,
and a copy of each record vote shall be distributed to each Member of the Caucus. Provided, kowever,
that a question shsll be decided by secret ballot or other non-record vote if a majority so demand.
Provided, further, that all votes involving the nomination or election of Aembers for office in the
Caucus or in the House, including committee chairmanships, shall be by secret ballot unless a majority
decide otherwise, ‘

R 11. Manual of the House Democratic Caucus
Thara shall be a Manual of the House Democratic Caucus which shall contain alt resolulioes of
continuing force and effect. Said Manua! shall be kept curreat, Topical resolutions ased not be in-

cluded in the Manual but shall be published in the Journal. All matter included in the Manual shall
have the same 2{Tect as if it were included in the Standing Rules.
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M 1. Standing Committee ‘\Iembershxps

A. Committee Ratios. Committee ratios should be eatabh:hed to create firm working majorities on each committee,
In determining the ratio on the respective standing committees, the Speaker should provide for a minimum of three-
Democrats for each two Republicans.

B. Seniority. The Committee on Committees shall recommend to the Caucus nominees for chairman and member-
ship of each committee other than the Committee on Rules for which the Democratic nomines for Speaker or
Speaker as the case may be shall have exclusive nominatinrg authority. Recommendations for committee posts peed
not necessarily follow seniority. .

C. Nominations for Committee dMembersiip. Upon a letter from a Iember, signed by 50 percent or more of said
Member’s State Demccratic Delegation, including said Member, said Member shall automatically be considered for
nomination by the Committee on Committees for the committee membership po:ition to which szid Member aspires.
The Chairman of the Committee on Committees shall see that such Member’s name is placed in nomination. Thka pro-
visions of this paragraph shall not apply with respect to neminations for the Committee on Rules.

D. Procedures for Electing Committee Chairmen and Blembers. The Democratic nomiree for Speaker or Speaker
.as the case may be shall recommend to the Caucus nominees for chairman and membership of the Committee on Rules.
Debate and balloting on any such nomination shall be subject to the same provisions as apply to the nominations of
chairmen or Members of other committees. If 2 majority of those present and voting reject any nominee for chzirman
or membarship of the Committee on Rules, the Democratic nominee for Speaker or Speaker as the case may be
shall be entitled to submit new nominations until any such positions are filled. Chairmen: The Committee on Com~
mittees shall nominate one Member of each committee,-other than the Committee on Rules, for the position of
chairman and such nominations need not necessarily follow seniority. The Caucus shall vote on each nominee, If 2
secret ballot is demanded on any chairman nominated by the Committee on Committees, such vote will be taken by
secret ballot if the demand for the same is supported by one-fifth of those present. No debate shall be zllowed unless
requested by 2 nominee or a Member who wishes to speak in opposition to a nomination provided that the reqrest to
speak in opposition is supported by three or more Members. Debate on any nomination shall be limited to 80 minutes
equally divided between proponents and opponents of that nominee, such time to be further extended only by majority
vote of the Caucus. If 2 majority of those present and voting reject its nominee for chairman, the Committea on Com-
mittees shall make a new nomination within & days. Five to ten days after the Committee on Committees reports such:
new nominations, the Cancus shall meet to consider the new nominee of the Committee on Committees and any additional
nominations offered from the floor. Only Membters who have been recommended for membership on the commitiee shall
be.eligible for nomiration as chairman. Should additional nominations be made from the floox, debate shall he limited
to 15 minutes per nominee, unless extended by majority vote of the Caucus; election shall ba by secret ballot; and a
majority of those present and voting a quorum being present, shall be required to elect.

The Committee on Committees shall make recommendations to the Caucus regarding the assignment of Members
to each committee other than the Committee on Rules, one committee at a time. Upon 2 demand supported by 10 or more
Members, a separate vote shall be had on any member of the committee. If any such mction prevails, the committee
list of that particular committee shall be considered recommitted to the Committee on Committees for the sole purpose
of implementing the-direction of the Caucus. Also, such demand, if made and properly supported, shall be debated for
no raore than 30 minutes with the time equally divided between propenents and opponents. If the Cauncus and the Com-
mittee on Committees Le in disagreement after completion of the procedure herein provided the Cnucns may make final
and complete disposition of the matter.

E. Rules for Making Commities Assignments. For the purposes of this section the following comzmttee desxgna-
tions shall apply:

(1) Appropriations; Ways and Means; and Rules Committee ‘shall be “exclusive” commt‘ees.

(2) Agriculture; Armed Services; Banking, Currency and Housing; Education and Labor; Foreign

Affairs; Commerce and Health; Judiciary; and Public Works and Transportation shall be considered
“major’.committees.
(3) Budget; Government Operations; House Administration; Interior 2nd Insular Affairs; Internal Sécurity;
Merchant Marine and Fisheries; Post Office and Civil Service; Science and Technology; Smail Business;
~ Veterans’ Affzirs; and District of Columbia shall be considered “nonmajor” committees.

2. No Democratic Member of an exclusive cornmittee shall also serve on another exclusive, major, or non-
major committee. :

b. Each Democratic Member shall be entitled to serve on ore but only one exclusive or one major committee.

c. No Democratic Member shall serve on more than one major and one nonm;or committee or two nonmajor
committees. i

d. Members who served as members of the Select Committee on Small Business or the Small Business Sub-
committee of the Committee on Banking and Currency on October 8, 1974, shall not be deemed to be in ¥viclation
of the provisions of this clause by reason of membership on the Small Business Committee,

e. Members of the Budget Commiitee as of December 1, 1974, shall not be deemed to be in violation of tha
provisions of this clause by reason of their Budget Committee membership and Members of the Appropriztions
and Ways and Means Committees shall be eligible for membership on the Budget Committee as provided by law,
notwithstanding the provisions of subsection a.

M II. Standing Full Committee and Subcormmitiee Chairmanships

A. Tke chairman of a full committee shall not be the chairman of more than one subcomxmt:tee on suchk full com-
mittee and shall insofar 25 practicable permit subcommittee chairman of other subcommiitees to handle legislation on -
the floor which has been reported by their subcommittee.

B. No Member shall be chairman of more than one legislative subcommittee. A subcommittee chairman shall ba
entitled to select and designate at least one staff member for szid subcommittee, subject t6 the a2pproval of a majority
of the Democratic Members of said full committee. Said staff member shall be compansated at a salary commensurate
with the responsibilities prescribed by said subcommittee chairmzan. The staff members’ compensation shall be provided
out of appropriated amounts, if any, rather than statutory amounts allowed cacn committee.

C. No Membsr shall be a member of more than two committees with legislative jurisdiction. >
D. The followinz committees shall be exempt from the three immeadizately preceding provisions: House Administra-
tion; Standards of OSicial Conduct; House Recording; Hous: Beauty Shop; and Joint Commltt‘_.,

E. A Iembar who s2rved as chairman or subcommittee chairman of the Select Committee on Small Business or 23
subcommitiee chairman of the Small Business Subcommittee of the Bazking and Cr.rrewcy Committee as of Qctober 8
1974, shall not be deemad ts bz in violation of the provisions of this chus‘. beeause of service as chairman or sub-
commitiee chairman ¢n thz Small Business Committee. The chzirman of a major or exelusive full committea shall not
serve simultaneously 25 the chairman of any other full, select or joint committes.

F. Mombers of the Budzet Committee shall be eligible for subcommittee chairmanships on such commitiee without
rezard to the first sentence of section B.

M IIL. Committee and Subcemmittee Organization and Procedurc :

A. At the start of each Congress, the chairman of each standing committee or other committee with legislative

jurisdiction shail call 2 m=eting of all of the Demccratic Members of the committee, giving at least 3 days notice to all

Dermocratic Marmbers of tha committes. Said mesting shall be called snbsaquent to the House Damoceratic Caucas approval -
of the committee h-‘- bnt pnor to > any orgamzatvo*:xl meeting of the full committee. Suck Caucus shall £11 the positions

v
——
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" of subvoinmiti=e chainmuen g aind subcommittes mombars in Z‘.CCC'd"""" ookl ‘,’.""‘""""""" doseribed in nockons AT % A Aznd
2t V. B and shall approva and secure adontion of committee rules ineorvarating the mlim\-mrr nrineinles:
g (1) Junuua 0. and number of subcommitieces, ’I'he Damocratic Caucus of each committee shall establish the

umber of subcommittees and shall fix the jurisdiction of each subecormmittee.
(2) Pa‘"e. s and dutics of subcommitiers. Each subcemmittes iz authorized to mee* hold henrings, recoive
evidence and report to the committce on all matiers referred to it. Sl'b"f)rr‘mh.er'- c!“me-x shall szob
meetirg atesafter consultation with the chairman and other subcemmittee chairmen with a view toward

avoiding simultaneous scheduling of committee and subcommittee meetings or hearings wherever possible.

b.
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(3) Reference of legisietion and other matters. All legislation and other matters referred Lo a commitiee shall -

6 be referred to the subcommitiee of appropriate jurisdiction within 2 weeks unless, by majority vote of tha ¢
N Democratic Members of the full committee, consideration is to be by the full commities,

{4) Pcriy ratios. The Democratic Cavcus of each committee shall determine an appropriats ratio of Demo~
cratic to minority party members for each subcommittee and shall authorize = Member or Mexbers to
negotiate that ratio with the minority party; Provided, owever, That party representation on each sub- »
committes, including any ex-oficio members, shall be no less favorable to the Democratic Party than the <

N . 6 ratio for the full committee. Provided, further, That Democratic Party representation on conference
l} committees also shall be no less favorable-to the Democratic Party than the ratio for the full Houss
committee. I :

(5) Subcommittes budget and stafing. Subject to overall control of a majority of the Demmocr=tic Caucus on
© the committee, each subcommittee shall have an adeguate budget to discharge its responsibilities for
- legislation and oversight. All subcommittee staff shall be selected in the manner provided in II(B) of this
Manual.

‘M IV. Periodic Committee Cauxcuses

A. There shall be 2 Democratic Caucus of each standing committee and any other commitiee with legislative juris-
diction consisting of 21l Demoeratic Members of the committee. Meetings of the Caucus mzy be called by the chairman -
or a majority of the Democratic Members of the committee with due notice to all Caucus 3embers, A quorum of the -
'y Democratic Caucus on each committee shall consist of 2 majority of the Democratic Members assigned thereto. All -
actions by the Democratic Caucus of said committees shall require a majority of those voting, a quorum being present, °
Upon written request of 10 Democratic Members of any committee or upon the writien request of 2 majority of the

" Democratic Members, whichever is less, addressed to the chairman thereof to hold a Caucus of the Democratic Mem-
bers, said chairman shall ¢zll such Caucus within 10 days of such :requ..st. Said request shall contain the subject matter . -
for discussion at such Caucus. i

A V. Rules for Making Subcommittee Assignments ik
A. Subcommittee Chairmen. At the Democratic Caucus described in section M IIL. A, Demoeratic Members of 3
the committee shall have the right, in order of full committee seniority; or seniority on the subcommittee concerned, as -
the Democratic Caucus on ths comnnttee may determine, to bid for subcommittee chairmanships. Any such request- .
_shall be subject to approval by a majority of those present and voting in the Democratic Caucus on the committee. If = .
the committee Caucus rejects a subcommittee chairmanship bid, the next senior Democratic Member may bid for the
position as in-the first instance. Provided however, That the full Democratic Caucus also shall vote on each Member .
nominated to serve as-chzirman of an Aporopriations subcomxmttee following the same procedure set forth in Caucus
Rules for the election of standing committee chairmen. Lo
B. Subcommittee M embership. All Democratic subcommittee positions on House standing commx!:tees shall be filled -
at the Democratic Committee Caucus deseribed in section 31 IIT. A in the following manner: v
(1) Step One—>Membars who served on the committee in the preceding Congress shall be entitled to retain not
more than two subcommittee assignments held on that committee in the preceding Congress. bembers
chosen as subcommittee chairmen in accord with the procedurs set forth in ssction M V. A shall be en-- -
titled to retain only one other subcommittee assignment held on that committee in the preceding Congress. ’»
(2) Step Two—D>lembers who retain no subcommittee assignments in Step Ore and new BMlembers shall be
entitled, in order of their ranking on the full committee, to select one subcommittee position each. -
(3) Step Three—Members who have selected only one subcommittee assignment shall be entitled, in order of
their ranking on the full committee, to select 2 second subcommittes assignment, to the extent that sub-°
committee size permits. .
(4) Step Four—Any remaining subcommittee vacancies shall be filled by additional rounds of selection in -
order of Members’ ranking on the full committee. ;
(5) If 2 committee Caucus determines; 2s described in section M V. A, that Members may bid for subcommit-
) tee chairmanships by subcommittee rather than foll committee seniority, the ranking Members on eack -
‘subcommittee shall be determined by the order in which Members elect to go on the snbcommittee., ; i

M VI. Appointments to Joint and Select Committees, Boards, and Commissions

In those instances where the Speaker has the nower to 2ppoint Members to joint and select committees, boards, and
commissions, due consideration should be given to sharing the workload and responsibility among qualified Members -
of the House who have indicated an interest in the subject matter of the committee, board, or commission, and have ex-
pressed a willingness to actively participate in its deliberations and operations. Al Members serving on joint 2nd select -
committees, boards, and commissions by virtue of appointment by the Speaker shall be considered to have completed - -
their tenure and their positions deemed to be vacant until filled by appointment or reappointment by the Speaker.

31 ViI. House Democratic Policy and Steering Committee

There should be a2 House Demoeratic Steering and Policy Committee constituted as follows:

a. Membership. The Democratic Steering and Policy Committee shall consist of the elected Democratic Ieadershxp- :
{the Speaker, Majority Leader, and Cavcus Chairman), 12 Members who shall be elected from 12 equal regions'zs -
set forth below, and not to exceed eizht Members who shall be appointed by the Speaker. (Provided, that in the 93d and ..
94th Congresses, five of the eight appointees shzll be the Whip and the four Deputy Whips) and the Speaker is
authorized to appoint one 2dditional Member for.the 94th Congress only. The size of tha committee shall be reviewed
2t the start of the 94th Congress and consideration shall be given to reducing the number of 2ppointive }Members
thersto.

b. Organization and Procedure. The Speaker shall serve as Chairman of the committee, the Majority Leader gs

Vice Chzirman, and the Caucus Chairman as Second Vice Chairman. The committee shall adopt its own rules which
shall ba ia writing; shall keep a journal of its proceedings; and shall meat at least once each month whils the House
is in session and upon the call of the Chairman or whenever requested in writing by four of its Members. In additien,
the committee may authorize the Chairman to appoint 2d hoc committees from among the entire membership of the
Czucus to conduct special studies or investigations whenever necessary. :

¢. Functions. The committee shall make recommendations regarding party policy, legislative priorities, scheduling -
of matters for House or Cauces action, 2nd other matters a5 appropriate to further Domocratie programs and policies.

d. Regions. The 30 States (and other areas represented in the House) shall be divided into 12 compact and con-
tiguous regions, each containing approximately one-twelftn of the dembers of the Democratic Caucus. At the baginning
of each Conzress, the Speaker (or Minority Leader if Democrats are in the minority) shzil submit to the Cancus for its
approval changes necessary to maintain, as near as practicable, an equal number of Members in each region. The pro-
nosed changes and a list of Members in each region indicating the total years of service for each as of the start of that
Cengress shall be made available to Members of the Caucas 2t least 10 days before a Caucas swhich shall meet no later -~
than March 1 of odd-numbered years to approve or amend the regions. i

e. ‘Regional Elections. Each region shall meet no later than March 30 in odd-numbered years to elsct its repre-
semat‘ ses to the committee. Such regional elections shall be held at a time determiced by the Chairman of the Steer-
ing ond Policy Committee and a2nnounced by written notice at least 10 days in advance. The Chairman shali also desig- - .
nate a aIember from each region to call that region’s election meeting to order and to preside until a pernanent_
rresiding officer is elected, which shall be tke first crder of business. If at such meeting, tie election of o Member to
the Steering and Policy Committee does not take piace due to lack of 2 juorum, the Chairman shall reschedula the
... _meeting as soon as practicable, provided Members are given at least 48 hours notice in wziting of when and where <. .1
thc rescheduled meeting will be held. Nominations may be made from the floor or in advance of the slection mmeeting -7 o §
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by written notice signed by two Members from the region otker than the nominee. Written nomirations must be de-
livered to the Steering and Policy Committee office not later than § p.m. on the second day immediately preceding the
day of the election meeting and mailed to all Members of the Caucus in that region not later than midaight of the
second day immediately preceding the day of the election meeting. Following the clese of advance nominations, a ballot
shall be prepared for each region containing the names of candidates nominated in advance for election from the region.
Candidates shall be listed in alphabetical order and all ballots shall contain space to write in the names of AMembers
nominated from the floor. One-half of the Members of 2 region shall constitute a quorum for an election 2nd a majority
of those present and voting shall be required to elect. If more than one ballot be required, the candidate receiving the
fewest votes on each ballot shall be eliminated from all succeeding votes until one candidate receives a majority of the
votes cast. If a region’s representative in the preceding Congress had completed 12 or more years service at the start
of said Congress, he or she shall be succeeded by a Member who has less than 12 years service. This provision shall not
apply to the re-election of an incumbent Member of the committee who is entitled to seek another term.

f. Terms of Service. Each regionally elected Member of the committee shall serve for a term of two years, or
until his successor is elected. In the event of a vacancy the region shall elect a successor to fill the urexpired term. No
Member shall be elected or appointed to more than two consecutive full terms. However, six of the 12 members elected
in the 93d Congress—as determined by lot at the first meeting of the committee—shall not be eligible for re-election
in the 94th Congress.

M VIIL. Committee on Organization, Study and Review

The Caucus Chairman shall appoint a committee on Organization, Study and Review for the purposes of review of
the Caucus Rules and Manual as circumstances may indicate, with no powers other than those recommendxng action
to the Caucus.

M IX. Closed Rule Restriction

(2) It shall be the policy of the Democratic Cancus that no committee chairman or designee shall seek, and the
Democratic Members of the Rules Committee shall not support, any rule or order prohibiting any germane amendment
to any bill reported from committee until four (4) legislative days have elapsed following notice in the Congressional
Record of an intention to do so.

(b) If, within the four (4) legislative days following said notice in the Congressional Record, 50 or mors Demo~
cratic Members give written notice to the chairman of the committee seeking the rule and to the chzirman of the
Rules Committee that they wish to offer a particular germane amendment, the chairman or designee shall not seek and
the Democratic Members of the Rules Committee shall not support, any rule or order relating {o the biil or resolution
involved until the Democratic Caucus has met and decided whether the proposed amendment should be allowed to be
considered in the House.

(c) If 50 or more Democratic Members give notice as provided in subsection (b) above, then, notwithstanding the
provisions of Caucus Rule No. 5, the Caucus shall meet for such purpose within three (3) legislative days following a
request for such a Caucus to the Speaker and the chairman of the Demoeratic Caucus by said committee chairman or
designee.

'(d) Provided, fyrther, that notices referred to above also shall be submitted to the Speaker, the Majonty Leader,
and the chairman of the Democratic Caucus.

M X. Budget Committee
A. Porty Ratio. The Budget Committee shall consist of not less than 14 Democrats and 9 Republicans, and the

: ratio on said committee shall be readjusted at the start of the 94th Congress to at least reflect any increase in Demo-

cratic membership in the House.
B. Leadership Member. The Speaker shall appoint the leadership member of the committee,
C. Nomination of Other Members. The chairman of the Appropriations Committee shall nominate three of the

" Democratic Members of that committee, the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee shall nominate three of the

Democratic Members of that committee, and the chairman of the Steering and Policy Committee shall nominate seven
Members of other committees. A list of said nominees shall be distributed to all Members of the Caucus at least 9 days
prior to the election meeting. Members shall then have 7 days to nominate additional candidates by written notice
signed by five Members other than the nominee. Written nominations must be delivered to the offices of the Caucus
chzirman and the Caucus secretary not later than noon on the second day immediately preceding the election meeting,
and the Caucus chairman or secretary shall mail a list of all nominees to Members of the Caucus that same day.

D. Election Procedure. Election shall be by ballot which lists all candidates by category (Approp*-zatxons. Wass

- and Means, other committees) in the order they were nominated, and a majority shall be required to elect.

E. Election of Chairman. Following election of all Democratic Members, the Caucus shall elect one of said Mem-
bers to serve as chairman. Nominating speeches shall not exceed 3 minutes per nominee and seconding speeches shkall
not exceed 1 minute and shall be limited to twvo per nominee. Election shall be by ballot and a majority shall be required
to elect,

F. Service Limitations. The following limitations shall apply to Members of the Budget Committee:

(1) The Democratic Members elected in 1974 shall serve on an interim basis for the remainder of the 93d
Congress only. A new election shall be held at the start of the 94th Congress and half of the Members
elected at that time (to be determined by lot at the first meeting following election) shall not be eligible
for reelection at the start of the 95th Congress.

(2) The chairman of the Budget Committee shall not serve simultaneously as chairman of any other standing
committee.

(3) No Member shall serve as a Member of the Budget Committee during more than two Congresses in any
period of five succassive Congresses beginning after1974 (disregarding for this purpose any sexvice per-
formed s3 2 Member of such committee for less than a full session in any Congress). All selections of
Members to serve on the committee shall be made without regard to seniority.

M XI. Election Procedure for Ways and Means Vacancies
Resolved, That for the 94th Congress the Democratic Caucus shall elect Democratic Members to fill vacancies on
the Ways and Means Committee in accord with the following procedure:

(1) Nomirations. The Democratic Committee on Committees shall nominate one Member for each Democratxc
vacancy to be filled on the Ways and Means Committee and shall distribute the name(s) of such nomi-
nee(s) to all Members of the Democratic Caucus at le2st 9 days prior to the election meeting. Members
shall then have 7 days to nominate additional candidates by written notice signed by 5 Dexocratic AMem-
bers other than the nominee. Written nominations must be delivered to the offices of the Caucus chairman
and tha Caucus secretary not later than noon at the second day immediately preceding the election meet-
ing, and the Caucus chairman or secretary shall mail 2 list of all nominees to Members of the Caucus
that same day.

(2) Election Procedure. Election shall be by ballot which lists all candidates in the order thay were nominated,
and a majority shall be required to elect; Provided, however, that any ballot which contains wetes for
more or fewer cardidates than there are vacancies to be filled shall not be counted,

(3) Previous }Members. The nomination of any Member who served on tha committee in the preceding Con-
gress shall be reported by the Committee on Committees for action by the Caucus in the same manner as
is provided for nominztion of Mambers to other standing committees.

-9 .
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Honorable Phil Burton, Chairman
Democratic Caucus

2454 Rayburn Building

Inside Mail

Re: Agenda for Regular Democratic Caucus
Dear Mr. Chairman:

In accordance with Standing Rule 5, it is the intent of

the below indicated members to place before the Caucus,

during the Regular Caucus meeting on April 16, 1975, the
following amendments:

First, to make Caucus rules, unless specifically
exempted applicable to both Reqular and Special Caucus
meetings, and

Second, to provide for a Caucus open to the
public, except under certain specified situations,

Specifically, the amendments we plan to offer are as follows:

l, To amend Standing Rule 5 of the "Preamble
and Rules adopted by the Democratic Caucus" by adding the
sentence ending "unless suspended by a vote of the
Caucus", the following:

"The rules and procedures specified herein shall apply to
both Regular and Special Caucus meetings,"

2, To strike in its entirety Standing Rule 9
of the "Preamble and Rules adopted by the Democratic Caucus"
and substitute the following:

PLEASE RESPOND TO:
[] wASHINGTON [ ocara [J bayToNAa BEACH [J JacksonvILLE
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"9, Admittance to Caucus Meetings

Each Caucus meeting, Regular or Special, shall be
open to the public except when the Caucus, in open session
and with a quorum present, determines by rollcall vote that
all or part of the remainder of the meeting on that day shall
be closed because disclosure of testimony, evidence, or other
matters to be considered would endanger the national security."

We feel that these changes are essential in order to better
inform the American people as to the truly democratic
functioning of its majority party and to ensure that all
members are afforded adequate time to study major policy
matters, before these questions are considered in Special
Caucus meetings.

Sincerely,

——
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DON RUMSFELD
JACK MARSH

THRU: o MAX FRIEDERSDORF
VERN LOEN Y~

FROM: CHARLIE LEPPERT

SUBJECT: House Democratic Caucus Rules

Attached for your information is a copy of the House Democratic Caucus
Rules and Manual as adopted by the Democratic Caucus of the 94th Congress.

cc: Bennett



I HE DeMOCRATIC CAUCUS

PREAMBLE

In adopting the following rules for the Democratic Caucus, we affirm and declare that tha follow-
ing cardinal principles should control Democratic action:

a. In essentials of Damocratic principles and doctrine, unity. :

b. In nonessentials, and in all things not involving fidelity to party principles, entire individual
independence,

c. Party alignment only upon matters of party faith or party policy.

d. Friendly conference and, whenever reasonably possible, party cooperation.

STANDING RULES
R 1. Membership

a. All Democratic Members of the House of Representatives shall be prima facie members of the
Demoecratic Caucus. - -

b. Any member of the Democrz:ic Caucus of the House of Representatives failing to abide by
the rules governing the same shall thereby automatically cease to be 2 member of the Cauecus, -

R 2. Meeting Dates

Meetings of the Democratic Caucus may be called by the chairman upon his own motion and shalt
be called by him whenever requested in writing by 50 members of the Caucus or at the request of the
Party Leader. While the House is in session, the Democratic Caucus shall meet regularly at 2 time
and place to be determined by the chairman, on the 3d Wednesd%\gof each month, except January of
odd numbered years. If the House not be in s2ssionon the ednesday, the monthly Caucus shall
be held on the next succeeding Wednesday on which the House is in session. The chairman may cancel
any monthly Caucus, but not two consecutive monthly Caucuses, provided members are given reason-
able notice of such cancellation. Members of the Caucus shall not schedule committee meetings or

hearings at times when the Caucus is to bein session.-

R 3. Presiding Officer ]
The chairman shall have the right to name any member of the Caucus to perform the duties of
the Chair during the temporary absence of the chairman. ,

R 4. Quorom . : :

A quorum of the Caucus shall consist of 2 majority of the Democratic Members of the House, If
the absence of a quorum is established, the chairman may continue the meeting for purposes of dis-
fiussi?in onlg, but‘no motion of any kind, except a motion to adjourn, shall be in order at such con-

nued meeting. :

R 5. Agenda : ; ' : :

At each such monthly Caucus, Members shall have the right to place before the Caucus any ques-
tion, provided written notice of such intention is (1) delivered to the office of the chairman, and (2)
transmitted to all members of the Caucus not later than 5 p.m. on the 9th day immediately preceding
the day of such Czucus. The chairman shall preseribe the order of business and shall provide members:
with an agenda at least 5 days before the Caucus. Amendments to the agenda shall be in order only
if submitted to Caucus members at least 48 hours before the hour of convening and if supported in
writing by 50 members.

R 6. Rules ' ‘

General parliamentary law, with such special rules as may be adopted, shall govern the meetings
of the Caucus. The five-minute rule that governs the House of Representatives shall govern debate
in the Democratic Caucus, unless suspended by a vote of the Caucus. :

R 7. Elections j

In the election of officers and in the nomination of candidates for office in the House, 2 majority
of those present and voting shall bind the membership of the Caucus. '

No Member shall be elected to serve as Chairman, Secretary, or Assistant Secretary of the Demo-
cratic Caucus for more than two consecutive terms. !

R 8. Caucus Votes and Party Issues -

In deciding upon action in the House involving party policy or principle, a two-thirds vote of
those present and voting at a Caucus meeting shall bind a1l members of the Caucus: Provided, The
said two-thirds vote is a majority of the full Democratic membership of the House: And provided
further, That no member shall be bound upon questions involving a construction of the Constitution
of the United States or upon which he made contrary pledges to his constituents prior to his election or
received contrary instructions by resolutions or platform from his nominating authority.

Whenever any member of the Caucus shall determine, by reason of either of the exceptions pro-
vided for in the above paragraph, not to be bound by the action of the Caucus on those questions, it
shall be his duty, if present, to so advise the Caucus before the adjournment of the mesting, or if not
present at the meeting, to promptly notify the Democratic Leader in writing, so that the party may
be advised before the matter comes to issue upon the floor of the House.

R 9. Admittance to Caucus Meetings "

No persons, except Democratic Members of the House of Representatives, a Caucus Journal
Clerk, and other necessary employees, shall be admitted to the meetings of the Caucus without the
express permission of the chairman, .

R 10. Journal and Notification of Policy Actions : :

The Caucus shall keep a journal of its proceedings, which shall be published after each meeting,
and which shall be available for inspection by any member of the Caucus upon request. The yeas
and nays on any question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on tha Journal,
and a copy of each record vote shall be distributed to each Member of the Caucus. Provided, however,
that a question shall be decided by secret ballot or other non-record vote if a majority so demand.
Provided, further, that 21l votes involving the nomination or election of Members for office in the
Caucus or in the House, including committee chairmanships, shall be by secrat ballot unless a majority
decide otherwise. ‘
R 11. Manual of the House Democratic Caucus

Thora chall be a Manual of the House Democratic Caucus which shall contain all vesoluiiors of
continuing force and effect, Said Manual shall be kept current. Topical resolutions need not be in-
cluded in the Manual but shall be pubiished in the Journal. All matter included in the Manual shall
have the same 2{Tect as if it were included in the Standing Raules.
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M 1. Standing Committee Memberships

A. Committee Ratios. Committee ratios should be estatlished to create firm working majorities on each committee,
In determining the ratio on the respective standing committess, the Speaker should provide for a minimum of thres.
Democrats for each two Republicans. :

B. Seniority. The Committee on Committees shall recommend to the Caucus nominees for chairman and member-
ship of each committee other than the Cemmittee on Rules for which the Democratic nomines for Speaker or
Speaker as the case may be shall have exclusive nominating authority. Recommendations for commitiee posté need
not necessarily follow seniority. .

C. Nominations for Committee Membership. Upon a letter from a Ilember, signed by 50 percent or more of said
Member’s State Demccratic Delegation, including said BMember, said Member shall automatically be considered for
nomination by the Committes on Committees for the committee membership position to which sz2id Member aspires.
The Chairman of the Committee on Commitiees shall see that such Member’s name is placed in nemirztion. Tha pro-
visions of this paragraph shall not apply with respact to nominations for the Committee on Rules. ’

D. Procedures for Electing Committee Chairmen and Members. The Democratic nominee for Speaker or Sneaker
as toe case may be shall recommend to the Caucus nominees for chairman and membership of the Committee on Rules,
Debate and balloting on any such nomination shall be subject to the same provisions os apply to the nominations of
chairmen or Members of other committees. If a majority of those present and voting reject any nominee for ¢hzirman
or membership of the Commitiee on Rules, the Democratic nominee for Speaker or Speaker as the case may be
shall be entitled to submit naw nominations until any such positions are filled. Chairmen: The Committee on Com~ -
mittees shall nominate ore Member of each committes, other than the Committee on Rules, for the position of
chairman and such nominations need not necessarily follow seniority. The Caucus shall vote on each nominee. If a
secret ballot is demanded on any chairman nominated by the Committee on Committees, such voie will be taken by
secret ballot if the demand for the same is supported by one-fifth of those present. No debate shall be zllowed unless
requested by 2 nominee or 2 Member who wishes to speak in opposition to 2 nomination provided that the request to
speak in opposition is supported by three or more Members. Debate on any nomination shall be limited to 20 minutes
equally divided between proponents and opponents of that nomineze, such time to be further extended only by majority
vote of the Caucus. If a majority of those preseat and voting reject its nominee for chairman, the Committee on Com-
mittees shall make a new nomination within 5 days.. Five to ten days after the Committee on Committess reports such
new nominations, the Cauncus shall meet to consider the new nominee of the Commitiee on Committzes and any additional
nominations offered from the floor. Only Membters who have been recommended for membership on the committse shall.
be eligible for nomination as chairman. Should additional nominations be made from the floor, debate shall be limited
to 15 minutes per nominee, unless extended by majority vote of the Caucus; election shall be by secret hallot; and a
majority of those present and voting a quorum being present, shall be required to elect g

The Committee on Committees shall make recommendations to the Cauncus regarding the assignment of Members
to each committee other than the Committee on Rules, one committee at a time. Upon 2 demand supported by 10 or more
Members, a separate vote shall be had on any member of the committee. If any such motion prevails, the committes
list of that particular committee shall be considered recommitted to the Committee on Committees for the sole purpose
of implementing the:direction of the Caucus. Also, such demand, if made and properly supported, shall be debated for
no rrore than 30 minutes with the time equally divided between propenents and opponents. If the Cauens ard the Com-
mittee on Committees be in disagreement after completicn of the procedure herein provided, the Caucns may malke final
and complete disposition of the matter. R

_ E. Rules for Making Commitiee Assignments. For the purposes of this section the following committee designa-
tions shall apply: . :

(1) Appropriations; Ways and Means; and Rules Committee shall be “exclusive” committees.

(2) Agriculture; Armed Services; Banking, Currsncy and Housing; Education 2nd Labor; Foreigm

Affairs; Commerce and Health; Judiciary; and Public Works and Transportation shall be considersd
“major’’ committees. . ‘
{3) Budget; Government Operations; House Administration; Interior and Insular Affairs; Internal Security;
Merchant Marine and Fisheries; Post Office and Civil Service; Seience and Technology; Smail Business;
~ Veterans’ Affairs; and District of Columbia shall be considered “nonmajor’ committees.

a. No Democratic Member of an exclusive committee shall also serve on another exclusive, major, or non-
major committee. )

b. Each Democratic Member shall be entitled to serve on one but only one exclusive or one major committes.

c. No Democratic Member shall serve on more than one major and one nonmajor committee or two nonmejor
committees. 5

d. Members who served as members of the Select Committee on Small Business or the Small Business Sub-
commitiee of the Committee on Banking and Currency on Ociober 8, 1974, shall not be deemed to be in violation
of the provisions of this clause by reason of membership on the Small Business Committee.

e. Members of the Budget Committes as of December 1, 1974, shall not be deemed to be in violation of the
provisions of this clause by reason of their Budget Committee membership and Members of the Appropriztions
and Ways and Means Committees shall be eligible for membership on the Budget Committee as provided by law,
notwithstanding the provisions of subsection a.

M II. Stonding Full Committee and Subcommitiee Chairmansaips

A. Tke chairman of a full committee shall not be the chairman of more than one subcommittee on such full com-
mittee and shall insofar as practicable permit subcommittee chairman of other subcommiftees to handle legislation on .
the foor which has been reported by their subcemmittee.

B. No Member shall be chairman of more than one legislative subcommittee. A subcommittze chairman shall ba
entitled to select and designate at least one staff member for said subzommittee, subject to the approval of 2 majority
of the Democratic Members of said full committee. Said staff member shall be compensated at a salary commensurate
with the responsibilities prescribed by said subcommittee chairman. The staff members’ compensation skall be provided
out of appropriated 2mounts, if any, rather than statutory amounts allowed caen committee.

C. No Member shall ba 2 member of more than two committees with legislative jurisdiction. s
D. The followinz cornmittees shall be exempt from the thres immadiztely preceding provisions: House Administra-
tion; Standards of OFcizl Conduct; House Recording; Hous: Beauty Shop; and Joint Commmittees,

E. A Ilembsr who sarved as chairman or subcommittee chairman of the Select Committee on Smal! Business or 23
subcommitiee chairman of the Small Business Subcommittee of the Bazking and Currency Committes as of October §,
1974, shall not be deemed to be in violation of the provisions of this clausz because of service os chairman or sub-
commitiea chairman on thz Small Business Committee. The chzirman of a major or exclusive full committes shall not
serve simultaneously 2s the chairman of any other full, select or joint committee.

F. Members of the Budget Committee shall be eligible for subcommittes chairmanships on such commitiae without
rexard to the first sentence of section B.

M 1IN Committee and Subecemmitiee Organization ard Procedurce

A. At the stort of each Congress, the chairman of each standirz commitlee or other committee with lexislative
jurisdiction shail call 2 mseting of 21l of the Demceratic Alembers of the commitlee, giving at least 3 days notics to all
Democratic Mambers of the committes. Sald meeting shall be called subsequent to the House Damocratic Caucas approval -
of the committes lists but prior to any organizational meeting of the full committee. Such Caucus shall £l the positiens

of subcommitize chaimman aud subcommittec members in accordence with procodrrec doseribod in soctions M W A oo
2LV, B zond sholl approve and secure adaption of committee miles incorvorating the following prineinles:

i (1) Jurisdiciicn and number of subcomn:iltees. The Damocratic Caucus of each commitiee shall establish the
4{ number of subcommittees and shall fix the jurisdiction of each subeorrmittee.

(2) Powers and dutics of subcommitiess. Xach subcommittes iz authorized to mest hold hoorings, recaive
evidenze and repoit to the c'nrruni_ttce on all‘ matiers referred to it. Subrcommitiee chairmen sha!l seb
meeting datesafter consultation with the chairman and other subcemmitice chairmen with a view toward
avoiding simultaneous scheduling of committee and subcommittee meetings or hearings wherever nossible,
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(3) Reference of legisletion and other matiers. All lagislation and other matters referred to a committee shall

H B -be referred to the subcommittee of appropriate jurisdiction within 2 weeks uxnless, by majority vote of the - .

Democratic Members of the full committee, consideration is to be by the full committee.

{4) Perty ratios. The Democratic Caucus of each committee shall determine an appropriate ratio of Demo-
cratic to minority party members for each snhecommittee and shall asuthorize 2 Zlember or Members to
negotiate that ratio with the minority party; Provided, however, That party representation on each sub--

l committee, including any ex-oficio members, shall be no less favorable to the Democratic Party than the
ratio for the full committee. Provided, further, That Democratic Party represeatation on conferecce

l committzes also shall ‘be no Iess favorable-to the Democratic Party than tka ratio for the full House-
I committee. e

(5) Subcommittez budget and staﬁng. Subject to overall control of a majority of the Democratic Caucus on
the committee, each subcommittee shall have an adequate budget to discharge its responsibilities for
legislation and oversight. All subcommittee staff shall be selected in the manner provided in II(B) of this
Manual.

N.G

M IV. Periedic Committee Caucuses

A. There shall be 2 Democratic Caucus of each standing committee and any other committee with legislative juris-
diction consisting of 21l Demceratic Members of the committee. Meetings of the Caucus m=27 be called by the chairman
or a majority of the Democratic Members of the committee with due notice to all Caucus Aembers. A quorum of the
Democratic Caucus on each committee shall consist of 2 majority of the Democratic Members assigned thereto. All
actions by the Democratic Caucus of said commitices shall require 2 majority of those voting, 2 quorum being present.
Upon written request of 10 Democratic Members of any committee or upon the written request of 2 majority of the

" Democratic Members, whichever is less, addressed to the chairman thereof to hold 2 Caucus of the Democratic Mem-

bers, said chairman shall call such Caucus within 10 days of such requesl; Said request shall contain the subject matter

for discussion at such Caucus,

M V. Rules for Making Subcommittee Assignments i

A. Subcommittee Chairmen. At the Democratic Caucus described in section M IIL A, Democratxc Members of" 3
the committee shall have the right, in order of full committee seniority; or seniority on the subcommittee concerned, as -
the Democratic Caucus on the committee may determine; to bid for subcommittee chairmanships. Any such request:
shall be subject to approval by a majority of those present and voting in the Democratic Caucus on the committee. If .

"the committee _Cancus Tejects a subcommittee chairmanship bid, the next senior Democratic Member may bid for the'

position as in-the first instance. Provided however, That the full Democratic Caucus also shall vote on each Member
nominated to serve as-chzirman of an Appropriations subcommittee following the same procedure set forth in Caucus
Rules for the election of standing committee chairmen.

B. Subcommittee Membership. All Democratic stbhcommittee positions on House standing eommxttees shall be filled
at the Democratic Committee Caucus described in section M IIL. A in the following manner:

(1) Step One—Members who served on the committee in the preceding Congress shall be entitled to retain not
raore than two subcommittee assignments held on that committee in the preceding Congress. Members

" chosen as subcommittee chairmen in accord with the proceduze set forth in section M V. A shall be en-
titled to retain only one other subcommittee assignment héld on that committee in the preceding Congress.

(2) Step Two—DNMembers who retain no subcommittee 2ssignments in Step One and new Members shzll be
entitled, in order of their ranking on the full committee, to select one subcommittee position each.

(3) Step Three—Dembers who have selected only one subcommitiee assignment shall be entitled, in order of
their ranking on the full committee, to select 2 second subcommittee assignment, to the extent that sub-’
committee size permits.

(4) Step Four—Any remaining subcommittee vacancies shall be filled by additional rounds of selection in
order of Members® ranking on the full committee.

(5) If 2 committee Caucus determines; 2s described in section M V. A, that Members may bid for subcommit-

X tee chairmanships by subcommittee rather than full committee seniority, the ranking Members on each
‘subcommittee shall be determined by the order in which Members elect to go on the subcommittee. -

M VI. Appointments to Joint and Select Committees, Boards, and Commissions

In those instances where the Speaker has the nower to 2ppoint Members to joint and select committees, boards, and
commissions, due consideration should be given to sharing the workload and responsibilily among qualified Members
of the House who have indicated an interest in the subject matter of the committee, board, or commission, and have ex-
pressed 2 willingness to actively participate in its deliberations and operations. Al Members serving on joint and select
committees, boards, and commissions by virtue of appointment by the Speaker shall be considered to have completed
their tenure and their positions deemed to be vacant until filled by appointment or reappointment by the Speaker.

31 VII. House Democratic Policy and Steering Commitiee

There should be a House Democratic Steering 2nd Policy Committee constituted as follows:

a. Membership. The Democratic Steering and Policy Committee shall consist of the elected Democratic leadershxp~
(the Speaker, Majority Leader, and Czucus Chairman), 12 Members who shall be elected from 12 equal regions'as
set forth below, and not to exceed eight Members who shall be appointed by the Speaker. (Provided, that in the 93d and
94th Congresses, five of the eight appointees shall be the Whip and the four Deputy Whips) and the Spezker is
authorized to appoint one additional Member for.the 94th Congress only. The size of the committee shall be reviewed
2t the start of the 94th Congress and consideration shall be gwen to reducing the number of appointive Members
thersto,

b. Orgenization and Procedure. The Speaker shall serve as Chairman of the committee, the Majerity Leader as
Vice Chairman, and the Caucus Chairman as Second Vice Chairman. The committee shall adopt ils own rules which

shall be in writing; shali keep a journal of its proceedings; and shall meat at least orce each month whils the House
is in session and upon the call of the Chairman or whenever requested in writing by four of ils Members. In additien,
tha committee may authorize the Chairman to appoint ad hoc committees from among the entire membership of the
Caucus to conduct special studies or investigaticns whenever necessary.

¢. Functions. The committee shall make recommendations regarding party policy, legislative priorities, scheduling
of matters for House or Cauces action, and other matters 25 appropriate to further Demcc' -atic programs and policies.

d. Regions. The 50 S:ates (and other areas represented in the House) shall be dividad into 12 compact and con-
tizuous regions, each containing approximately one-twelfta of the Members of the Democratic Caucus. At the beginning
of each Congzress, the Speaker (or Minority Leader if Democrats are in the minority) shail submit to tha Carcus for its
anproval changes necessary to maintain, as near as practicable, an equal number of Members in each region. The pro~
posed changes and 2 list of Memkers in ezch region indicating the total years of service for each as of the start of that
Cengrass shall be made available to Members of the Caucas 2t least 10 cays before 2 Ca acus witch shall meet no later
than March 1 of cdd-numbered years to approve or amend the regions.

e. Regioncl Elections. Each region shall meet no later than IMarch 30 in odd-numbered years to elsct its repre-
sentatives to the committee. Such regional elections shall be held at a time determired by the Chairman of tlie Steer-
ing 2nd Policy Committee and 2nnounced by written notice at least 10 days in advance. The Chairman shali also desig-
nate a Member from ezch region to call that region’s election meeting to order and to preside until a permanent
presiding oficer is elected, which shall be the first erder of business. If at such meeting, ths election of o Llember to
t}'e Steermg 2nd Policy Commitiee does not take place due to lack of a jJuorum, the Chairmean shall reschedula the

_meeting as soon as practicable, provided Members are given at least 48 hours notice in writing of when and where

the rescheduled meeting will be held. Nominations may be made from tke floor or in advance of the election meeting
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by written notice signed by two Members from the region otker than the nominee. Written nominations must be de-
livered to the Steering and Policy Committee office not later than § p.m. on the secord day immediately preceding the
day of the election meeting and mailed to all Members of the Caucus in that region not later than midnight of the
second day immediately preceding the day of the election meeting. Following the clcse of advance nominations, a ballet
shall be prepared for each region containing the names of candidates nominated in advance for election from the region.
Candidates shall be listed in alphabetical order and all ballots shall contain space to write in the names of Members
nominated from the floor. One-half of the 2embers of 2 region shall constitute a quorum for 2n election 2nd a majority
of those present and voting shall be required to elect. If more than one ballot be required, tke cardidate receiving the
fewest votes on each ballot shall be eliminated from all succeeding votes until one candidate receives a majority of the
votes cast. If a region’s representative in the preceding Congress had completed 12 or more years service at the start
of said Congress, he or she shall be succeeded by a blember who has less than 12 years service. This provision shall not
apply to the re-election of an incumbent Member of the committee who is entitled to seek another term.

f. Terms of Service. Each regionally elected Member of the committee shall serve for a term of two years, or
until his successor is elected. In the event of a vacancy the region shall elect a successor to £ill the unexpired term. No
Member shall be elected or appointed to more than two consecutive full terms. However, six of the 12 members elected
in the 93d Congress—--as determined by lot at the first meeting of the committee—shall not be elizible for re-election

in the 94th Congress.

M VIIL Committee on Oroamzatxon, Study and Review

The Caucus Chairman shall appoint 2 committee on Organization, Study and Review for the purposes of review of
the Caucus Rules and Manual as circumstances may indicate, with no powers other than those recommendmg action
to the Caucus.

3 IX. Closed Rule Restriction

{2) It shall be the policy of the Democratic Cancus that no committee chairman or designee shall seek, and the
Democratic Members of the Rules Committee shall not support, any rule or order prohibiting any germans amendment
to any bill reported from committee until four (4) legislative days have elapsed following notice in the Congressional
Record of an intention to do so.

(b) If, within the four (4) legislative days following said notice in the Congressional Record, 50 or more Demo~
cratic Members give written notice to the chairman of the committee seeking the rule and to the chairman of the
Rules Committee that they wish to offer a particular germane amendment, the chairman or designee shall not seek and
the Democratic Members of the Rules Committee shall not support, any rule or order relating to tha bill or resolution
involved until the Democratic Caucus has met and decided whether the proposed amendment should be allowed to be
considered in the House.

{c) If 50 or more Democratic Members give notice as provided in subsection (b) above, then, notwithstanding the
provisions of Caucus Rule No. 5, the Caucus shall meet for such purnose within three (3) legislative days following a
request for such a Caucus to the Speaker and the chairman of the Democratic Caucus by said committee chairman or
designee.

'(d) Provided, further, that notices referred to above also shall be submitted to the Speaker, the Majority Leadex,
and the chairman of the Democratic Caucus.

M X. Budget Committee
A. Party Ratio. The Budget Committee shall consist of not less than 14 Democrats and 9 Repubhcans, and the

' ratio on said committee shall be readjusted at the start of the 94th Congress to at least reflect any increase in Demo-

cratic membership in the House.

B. Lecdership Member. The Speaker shall appoint the leadership member of the committee.

. C. Nomination of Other Members. The chairman of the Appropriations Committee shall nominate three of the
Democratic Members of that committee, the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee shall nominate three of the
Democratic Members of that committee, and the chairman of the Steering and Policy Committee shall nominate seven
Members of other committees. A list of said nominees shall be distributed to all Members of the Cauncus at least 9 days
prior to the election meeting. Members shall then have 7 days to nominate additional candidates by written notice
signed by five Members other than the nominee. Written nominations must be delivered to the offices of the Caucus
chairman and the Caucus secretary not later than noon on the second day immediately preceding the election meeting,
and the Caucus chairman or secretary shall mail a list of all nominees to Members of the Caucus that same day.

D. Election Procedure. Election shall be by ballot which lists all candidates by category (Appropriations, Ways
and Means, other committees) in the order they were nominated, and a majority shall be required to elect.

E. Election of Chairman. Following election of all Democratic Members, the Caucus shall elect one of said Mem-
bers to serve as chairman. Nominating speeches shall not exceed 3 minutes per nominee and seconding speeches shall
not exceed 1 minute and shall be limited to two per nominee. Election shall be by ballot and a majority shall be required
to elect.

F. Service Limitations. The following limitations shall apply to Members of the Budget Committee:

(1) The Democratic Members elected in 1974 shall serve on an inferim basis for the remainder of the 93d
Congress only. A new election shall be held at the start of the 94th Congress and half of the Members
elected at that time (to be determined by lot at the first meeting following election) shall not be eligible
for reelection at the start of the 95th Congress.

(2) The chairman of the Budget Committee shall not serve simultaneously as chairman of any other standing
committee.

{3) No Member shall serve as a Member of the Budget Committee during more than two Congresses in any
period of five successive Congresses beginning after 1974 (disvegarding for this purpose any service per-
formed as = Member of such committee for less than a full session in any Congress). All selections of
Members to serve on the committee shall be made without regard to seniority.

M XI. Election Procedure for Ways and Means Vacancies
Resolved, That for the 94th Congress the Democratic Caucus shall elect Democratic Members to fill vacancies on
the Ways and Means Committee in accord with the following procedure:

(1) Nominctions. The Democratic Committee on Committees shall nominate one Member for each Democ"atxc
vacaney to be filled on the Ways and Means Committee and shall distribute the name(s) of such nomi-
nee(s) to all Members of the Democratic Caucus at least 9 days prior to the election mesting. Members
shall then have 7 days to nominate additional candidates by written notice signed by 5 Demxocratic Mem-~
bers other than the nominee. Writiten nominations must be delivered to the offices of the Caucus chairman
and tha Caucus secretary not later than noon at the second day immediately preceding the election meet-
ing, and the Caucus chairman or secretary shall mail 2 list of all nominees to 3embers of the Caucus

_that same day.

(2) Election Procedure. Election shall be by ballot which lists all candidates in the order they ware nominated,
and a majority shall be required to elect; Provided, however, that any baliot which containg votes for
more or fewer candidates than there are vacancies to be filled shall not be counted.

(3) Previous Members. The nomination of any Member who served on tha committee in the preceding Con-
gress shall be reported by the Committee on Committees for action by the Caucus in the same manner as
is provided for nomination of Mambers to other standing committees.

jodasiond or nom




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 20, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR E MAX FRIEDERSDORF

THRU: : VERN LOEN

FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR,
SUBJECT: House Democratic Caucus requests

changes in House Rules

The House Democratic Caucus has by resolution (attached) requested the
House Rules Committee to amend the rules of the House regarding a
quorum in Committees, \

The changes requested permit Committees to fix the number for a quorum
for taking testimony and evidence but not less than two (2) and to permit
Committees to fix the number for a quorum for any action other than re-
porting a measure or matter to not less than one-third of its numbers.

cc: Jack Marsh
Doug Bennett
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Resolution by iir. Hdall:
Resolved, That the Democratic Caucus reqguests its liembers
on the Committee on Rules to promptly report to the louse

a Resolution amending the Rules of the House of Representatives
as follows:

That clause (2) (h) oerule XI.of the Rﬁles of the
HouSe_bf'RepresentatiVes tas émah?ed'by.ﬂ..Res.'QSS, 93ra
Congress) is amended to read as follows:

"Quorum for taking testimony and certain other action
: =
(h) (1) Each comnittee may'fix the number of its
nembers to constitu?e a guorum for taking te;timony
and‘receivihg evidence which shall be not less_than two.
{2) Each coamittee may £ix the number of its
nmembers to constitute a quoxum fon_takihg any action
éther than the report%ng of a meaéuré or matter which

shall be not less tﬁan one-third of the members."”
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The House Democratic Caucus has by resolution (attached) requested the
House Rules Committee to amend the rules of the House regarding a
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The changes requested permit Committees to fix the number for a quorum
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Resolution by iir. Ydall:
Resolved, That the Democratic Caucus reguests its liembexs
on the Committee on Rules to promptly report to the lHouse

a Resolution amending the Rules of the House of Representatives
as follows: ‘

That clause (2) (h) offRule'XI_pf the Rﬁles of the
House.of Representati?es kas émeﬁ@ed:by.ﬂ.'Res.'DSB, 93rad
Congress) is amended to read as féllows:

“"Quorum for taking testimony and certain other action

N

(h) (1) Each committee may fix the number of its

rnembers to constitu?e a gquorum for taking testimony

and_receivihg evidence which shall be not less than two.
‘ - (2) Ea&h coﬁmittee may f£ix the number of its

members to constitute a quorum fox taking any action

otner than the report%ng of a measure or matter which

shal} be not -less ﬁhan one-third of the members."
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