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Rousselot, John 
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~Gos Colo (Dem) fitt..PJ.- Por+ne..y I . 
• . 
I .s 7-7' I 

1fr1~1~c/ , . I 
Se1 ~ 1e..e.s . 
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IA"ar/nt- Cwrl · 
i. s 9- 'i r . . ... 

Solarz , Stephen 
~ :SpDns r 
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Steed, Tom 
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Talking Points in Opposition 
to a 200-mile Fisheries Bill 

The Executive Branch strongly opposes the passage 
of bills that would unilaterally establish a 200-mile 
fisheries zone off the U.S. coast. The multilateral and 
bilateral treaty approach is a better means for solving 
the overfishing problem for the following reasons: 

' 

U.S. security interests require naval mobil­
ity for our general purpose and strategic 
deterrent forces in the 40% of the world's 
oceans covered by 200-mile zones. Historic­
ally ullil~teral extentions of fisheries juris-
diction have led r ~· ~ ·ms whee 
s er ed t a and freedom of overfli ht 
a e pro 1bited. u.s. security interests 
i~ Efie 206- m1le economic zone and in inter­
national straits will be much better safe­
guarded in a Law of the Sea Treaty. 

Existing U.S. agreements on both the high 
seas and fisheries would be undermined by 
unilateral legislation. Customary law 
freedom of navigation and overflight beyond 
the territorial sea is codified in the 1958 
Geneva Convention on the High Seas. The 
U.S. is also party to agreements managing 
fisheries through eight international 
commissions and twelve bilateral treaties. 
Our agreements on distant water tuna and 
shrimp fishing as well as the recent bi­
lateral treaties with the Soviet Union and 
Japan providing for substantial reduction 
in their catch would be seriously damaged. 

Enforcement of a 200-mile statute against 
non-consenting nations such as the Soviet 
Union, ~aoan and the United King~orn'raises 
the spect~of major confrontations on 
the high seas. ~nrotcement against non­
consenting nations in a 200-mile zone (an 
area over 90% the size of the u:s. land terri­
tory) would be financially costly and would 
invite retaliation not necessarily limited 
to fisheries matters • 
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Secretary Kissinger unilateral legislation as a last resort and the uS:s. is resolved 
to help conclUde the Law of the Sea Conference 
in 1976. In the meantime, the Secretary has 
said: "To conserve the fish and protect our 
fishing industry while the Treaty is being 
negotiated , the United States will oeggt~~~e 

in~erim arraniement; ~~~= ~~b:r ~~j~~s ~o 
c2ns§ive th~:r;ii ; 9 i[;iitfi-
tlve enforcement, and to protect the l i veli­
hood of our coastal fishermen. These agree­
ments will be a transition to the eventual 
200-mile zone ... 
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Neither our coastal fisheries nor this bill is 

a partisan issue. We are all concerned about the 

destruction of a resource essential to our people 

and share a determination to see that it is 

stopped. I do hope, however, that you will support 

the President in his judgment that this bill is 

not the proper course, and enable the Administration 

to take the alternative actions that they have pro­

posed. I urge you to vote no on H.R. 200. 

Sincerely, 




