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January 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO:  Governors and Key Assistants

FROM: Bob Witt

This is RGA Communications '75--the seventh installment of our
internal information service, distributed to Governors and their key
staff assistants.

The notebook contains a number of informational inserts, filed in
the appropriate section. In the coming months, additional inserts will
be mailed to you.

A1l materials will be printed on pre-holed paper, making it
convenient for filing upon receipt--and; thus filed, for ready
reference in the future. The letterhead and RGA signature will
remain the same, with the exception of a key word (printed in green)
reflecting the subject matter.

I hope you will take a few moments to become familiar with
Communications '75. If the past is prologue, this informational service
should prove itself a valuable and handy reference in the coming
year.
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1976 - 1977 ELECTION GUIDE

1976 GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION

In 1976 Fifteen States and Puerto Rico will elect
Governors. This information, from Secretaries of
State and State election boards, is accurate as of
April, 1975.

Arkansas

Filing dates: Noon, March 6, 1976 through Noon, April 6, 1976.
Primary: May 25, 1976.

Primary Runoff: June 8, 1976.

General Election: November 2, 1976.

Delaware

Not available, legislation is pending.

Illinois

Not yet available. Legislation has been introduced to change filing
and primary election dates. Also, I1linois will elect a Governor,
in 1976, to an interim 2-year term. This constitutional change was
passed in an effort to coordinate statewide elections into non-

Presidential election years.

Indiana

Filing deadline: March 15, 1976.
Primary: May 4, 1976.
General Election: November 2, 1976.

(over)



1976-77 ELECTION GUIDE PAGE TWO

Louisiana*

*Note dates carefully.
August 2, 1975: State Central Committees meet to qualify candidates.
August 9, T975: Deadline for candidate qualification.
Primary: November 1, 1975.

Primary Runoff: December 13, 1975.
General Election: January 27, 1976.

Migsouri

Filing deadline: April 27, 1976.
Primary: August 3, 1976.
General Election: November 2, 1976.

Montana
Filing deadline: April 22, 1976.

Primary: June 1, 1976.
General Election: November 2, 1976.

New Hampshire

Filing deadline: to be set by Attorney General. The deadline
must be within 74 days preceeding the primary election.
Primary: September 14, 1976.

General Election: November 2, 1976.

North Carolina

Various pieces of legislation are pending in the General Assembly
which could change election dates in North Carolina.

North Dakota

Action by state legislature may change dates. Information should
be available mid-May, 1975. Telephone (701) 224-2900.

Rhode Taland

Filing dates: June 1-10, 1976.
Primary: September 14, 1976.
General Election: November 2, 1976.

(more)
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Utah

Filing dates: April 15 - May 10, 1976.
Primary: September 14, 1976.
General Election: November 2, 1976.

NOTE: In Utah, Party nominating conventions are set

T by the individual political parties, but must be
held in June or July. The two candidates receiving
the greatest number of delegate votes are then placed
on the primary election ballot. Should a candidate
receive more than 70% of the delegate votes in a°
nominating convention, that individual becomes the
official candidate.

Vermont

Filing deadline: August 4, 1976.
Primary: September 14, 1976.
General Election: November 2, 1976.

Washington
Filing dates: July 26-30, 1976.

Primary: September 21, 1976.
General Election: November 2, 1976.

West Virginia

Filing dates: January 5 - February 7, 1976.
Primary: May 11, 1976.
General Election: November 2, 1976.

Puerto Rico

Deadline for nominating candidates: April 30, 1976.
Primary election: July 11, 1976,
General election: November 2, 1976.

NOTE: Candidates are choosen by the political parties in
nominating conventions. If a single candidate is
not choosen, the top contenders are placed on the
Primary election ballot.

(over)
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1977 GUBERNATORIAL ELECTIONS

New Jersey

Filing deadline - not yet set, see RGA 1975 election information
mailed earlier.
Primary election day probably will be the last Thursday in April.

Virginia

Filing deadline - April 11, 1977.
Primary election day is June 10, 1977.
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GUBERNATORIAL RACES

States up for election in 1975:

Kentucky--Julian Carroll, D
Mississippi--William L. Waller*, D

States up for election in 1976:

Arkansas--David Pryor, D

Delaware--Shevrman W. Tribbitt, D
I1linois--Dan Walker, D

Indiana--0tis R. Bowen, R

Louisiana--Edwin Edwards, D ( January 27, 1976)
Missouri--Christopher S. Bond, R
Montana--Thomas L. Judge, D

New Hampshire--Meldrim Thomson,Jr. R

North Carolina--James E. Holshouser, Jr.*, R
North Dakota--Arthur A. Link, D

Rhode Island--Philip W. Noel, D

Utah--Calvin L. Rampton, D

Vermont--Thomas P. Salmon, D
Washington--Daniel J. Evans, R

West Virginia--Arch A. Moore, Jr.*, R

* k k * %

Puerto Rico--Rafael Hernandez-Colon, PD

States up for election in 1977:

Virginia--Mills E. Godwin, Jr.*, R
New Jersey--Brendan T. Byrne, D

*barred from seeking re-election !

75-ca-1
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1975 ELECTIONS

KENTUCKY

Constitutional Officers to be elected:

GOVERNOR Superintendent of Public
Lieutenant Governor Instruction

Secretary of State Commissioner of Agriculture
Attorney General State Treasurer

Clerk of Court of Appeals State Auditor
Members of State Legislature to be elected:
One-half of State Senate (odd-numbered districts), 5 Republicans
and 14 Democrats.
Entire State House, 20 Republicans and 80 Democrats.
Primary Election date: May 27, 1975
General Election date: November 4, 1975

MISSISSIPPI

Constitutional Officers to be elected:

GOVERNOR Superintendent of Public
Lieutenant Governor Education

Secretary of State Commissioner of Agricultural
Auditor Commerce

Attorney General Supreme Court Clerk
Treasurey State Land Commissioner

Members of State Legislature to be elected:

Entire State Senate, 2 Republicans and 50 Democrats
Entire State House, 2 Republicans and 120 Democrats

Primary Election date: August 5, 1975

Primary Election Run-off date: August 26, 1975
General Election date: November 4, 1975

(over)
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LOUISIANA (note election dates)

Constitutional Officers to be elected:

GOVERNOR Comptroller

Lieutenant Governor Superintendent of Public
Secretary of State Education

Attorney General Commissioner of Agriculture
Treasurer Register of State Lands

Commissioner of Insurance
Members of State Legislature to be elected:

Entire State Senate, O Republicans and 39 Democrats.
Entire State House, 4 Republicans and 101 Democrats.

Primary Election date: November 1, 1975.
Primary Election Run-off date: December 13, 1975.
General Election date: January 27, 1976.
NEW JERSEY
Members of State Legislature to be elected:
Entire State Senate, 10 Republicans, 29 Democrats and 1
Independent.
Entire State House, 14 Republicans and 66 Democrats.
Primary Election date: June 3, 1975.
General Election date: November 4, 1975.
VIRGINIA
Members of State Legislature to be elected:
Entire State Senate, 5 Republicans and 35 Democrats.
Entire State House, 19 Republicans, 72 Democrats, and 9
Independents.
Primary Election date: June 10, 1975 (if primary is deemed

necessary by the political party)
General Election date: November 4, 1975.
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LOUISIANA ELECTIONS

A new election law in the State of Louisiana eliminates party
primaries and provides one primary in which candidates of all parties
compete against each other. Also, the gubernatorial election will
now be held in 1975 instead of 1976.

1975 ELECTION DATES -- LOUISIANA

NOVEMBER 1 -- Open Primary

DECEMBER 13 ~-- General Election*

*(The two cgndidates receiving the greatest number of votes in the
primary will run in the general election unlegs one candidate
receives more than 50% of the primary vote. This means the
two oandidates in the general may be of the same party affiliation.)
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Congressman Rhodes invites comment and questions from the Republican
Governors. The House Republican leader may be reached at the U.S.
Capitol, (202) 225-0600. His Legislative Counsel is Mr. Dennis Taylor
(202) 225-0608 and his Press Secretary is Mr. Jay Smith (202) 225-0606.
These reports, supplementing your current informational sources, should
be kept in the "Govermment" section of your RGA: COMMUNICATIONS '75
notebook.

REPORT TO THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS

FROM THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER,

JOHN J. RHODES

- POLITICS , JULY, 1975

As this is written, Congress has just recently returned from a Fourth
of July recess. Consequently, most of the significant legislative batties
lie ahead. In the coming weeks, the chief area of conflict will probably
be energy. Specifically, the matter of decontrol of old domestic oil prices
will come before Congress. The Democrats apparently want to roll back the
price of domestic 0il, while the Administration favors decontrol coupled to
a windfall profits tax to protect the consumer. This major difference has
set the stage for what could be an important clash of views.

In my judgement, the Democrats have really missed the boat on the energy
issue. This is good for the Republican Party politically but bad for the
Nation since the Democrats currently control Congress. The only thing that
the Democrats seem to care about is lower gasoline prices for the short term.
As far as they are concerned, no gasoline at lower prices is better than ade-
quate supplies of gasoline at higher short term prices. The Republican minority,
of course, does not agree with this approach. We feel that the economy can adjust
to higher prices. But the economy cannot adjust to a shortage, and a shortage
is what we will have if the Democratic policies prevail. It will be interesting
to see how the American people perceive this important debate.

\75-90—8 : (over)




REPORT TO THE GOVERNORS 2. JULY, 1975

Based on my travels throughout the states, I am really optimistic about
the party's political prospects for next year. I made the statement this week
that politically speaking, the GOP has advanced light years from where we
were one year ago. While it is too early to play the numbers game, I am willing
to predict that Republicans will pick up a substantial number of House seats
next November.

The main reason for this hopeful development -- as far as I am concerned --
is the fact that the people are becoming more aware of the issues than ever
before. My reading is that the people are beginning to seriously question the
tired Democratic rhetoric that Government can do anything it wants. They have
been through a recession and understand that the need now is for fiscal re-
sponsibility and restraint rather than the wild spending tendencies of past
Democratic Congresses. It used to be that a Member of Congress would be in
real trouble with the voters if he dared vote against a bill with the name
"jobs" in it, even if the bill was poorly conceived. Now the people seem to
realize that it takes more than a nice-sounding title to make a good bill or
program. That can really work to the advantage of the Republican Party in the
next election.

I remain interested in any thoughts or suggestions you or your staffs
may have concerning things that we can be doing to get the Republican
congressional message out to the people.

The attached 1ist represents the major items pending in the House with
an interest for the Republican Governors.

1. Background hearings are currently underway on revenue sharing.
These sessions are designed to explore federal, state and local fiscal relations.
Hearings on the Administration's bill, H.R. 6558, are expected to begin later in
the Fall. At the present time, renewal of revenue sharing seems to be gathering
support on Capitol Hill, as well as in the State Houses and cities across the
country.

2. The President signed S. 2003, authorizing some $98 million for
tourism promotion. The original legislation was vetoed because of an $8 million
three-year authorization in the bill for the promotion of domestic tourism. A
compromise was negotiated which requires that there be a national need before the
federal government undertakes promotion of domestic tourism, and prohibits such
promotion from being in competition with the efforts of states, localities or
private industry.

3. The House is scheduled to begin debate this week on H.R. 7014, the
Energy Conservation and 0i1 Policy Act of 1975. This bill involves the controver-
sial question of decontrolliing the price of old oil, and is expected to generate
considerable debate and controversy during its consideration.
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Congressmen Rhodes invites comment and questions form the Republican
Governors. The House Republican leader may be reached at the U.S.
Capitol, (202) 226-0600. His Legislative Counsel is Mr. Dennis Taylor
(202) 225-0608 and his Press Secretary is Mr. Jay Smith (202) 225-0606.
These reports, supplemeniling your current informational sources, should
be kept in the "Governmment' section of your RGA: COMMUNICATICIS '75
notebook.

REPORT TO THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS
FROM THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER, JOHN J. RHODES

POLITICS JUNE, 1975

As far as the House of Representatives is concerned, our political
fortunes have rarely looked better. Despite our small numbers, we have
been able to hold together remarkably well on key votes and have succeed-
ed in sustaining some critical Presidential vetoes. In doing so, I
believe that we have nelped to spare the nation from some truly bad
legislatien. What I predicted might happen early this year has actually
come to pass: the GOP minority has proven to be the single largest co-
hesive force in Washington, D.C.

A1l of this places the huge Democratic majority in a highly vulner-
able position. Immediately following the 1974 election, there was wide-
spread talk among leading Democrats of a “veto-proof" Congress and the
great mandate that had been handed to congressional Democrats. "“The ball
is in our court now," one Member of the Democratic leadership was quoted
as saying. Now -- six months into the session -- it is clearly evident
to all that the Democrats have dropped the ball. The press has been very
effective in reporting the disunity on the Democratic side. Hopefully,
the people are beginning to get the word that it was a mistake to place
control of the Congress in the hands of the Democrats. More importantly,
I hope that they are beginning to nerceive the existence of an active
GOP minority -- one that knows where it wants to go and how it intends to
get there.

75-go-7 " (over) 6-26-75



REPORT TO THE GOVERNORS JUNE, 1975

“dhere we want to go," of course, is to win enough seats in 1976
to become the majority. In order to get there, I am involved in at
least two initiatives that you should know about:

First, there is the recent revival of the regular news conferences
which used to be held by the Republican Leaders of the House and Senate.
Senator Hugh Scott and 1 held our first joint press conference on the
Hi11 several weeks ago and the reaction was quite positive. Already the
press has dubbed our effort "The Hugh and John Show," in memory of the
old "Ev and Charlie” Shows of the mid 1960's. Our purpose is to call
attention to the ineffectiveness of the Democrat-controlled Congress
and to publicize Republican alternatives.

Second, there is the House GOP Legislative Proaram which I explained
in a previous newsletter, This will be a document setting forth basic
Republican objectives, the idea being to give the American people a
concrete notion of what a Republican Congress would seek to accomplish.
Politically speaking, the program assumes added significance in the
sense that it will dispel the Democrats' current claim that Republicans
are entirely negative and obstructicnist. I hope to be able to present
the program to the House Republican Conference in mid-July.

LEGISLATION

1. Strip Mining - As I am sure you are aware, on June 10 the House
sustained President Ford's veto of H.R. 25, the strip mining bill. The
veto was sustained because it would reduce coal production at a time when
our demands are expected to increase, and completely ignored the positive
efforts made by states in enacting state laws for reclamation of strip
mines. It is important to note that utility rates were expected tc
increase significantly had H.R. 25 passed, and the already overburdened
consumer would have been faced with spiraling electric rates.

2. Energy - On June 19 the House passed H.R. 6860, the Democratic
Energy Conservation and Conversion Act. The concern with this bill is
that it has been stripped of any meaningful ircentive for energy conser-
vation and it is a poor excuse for the national energy policy that the
Democrats heralded it to be.

3. The recent defeat of the bill to increase the debt ceiling is
a result of what I believe to be fiscal irresponsibility. While I oppose
deficits of the magnitude such as we now have, I think it is the height
of hypocrisy for Mermbers who vote for increased authorizations and
appropriations -- day in and day out -- to now turn their back when it comes
time to pay the tab. Having authorized the programs and appropriated the
money, Congress must either raise revenues or authorize an increase in the
debt ceiling. A new version of the bill has been prepared and will be
considered soon on the House Floor. I hope that Members of Congress will
act responsibly this time and not precipitate economic calamity.

*
*
>‘.
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With this report, the RGA begins a series of reports on
activities in the U.S. House of Representatives. The cooper-
ation of Congressman John Rhodes in opening this line of com-
munication is appreciated. The reports, supplementing your
current informational sources, should be kept in the "Govermment"
section of your RGA COMMUNICATIONS '?75 notebook.

REPORT TO THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS
FROM THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER, JOHN J. RHODES
) MARCH, 1975

This is the first of what I hope can be a regular series of reports to
you on the state of affairs in the House of Representatives. As these reports
must be necessarily general in nature, please feel free to contact me, or my
staff, on any specific points of interest. My Legislative Counsel is Mr. Dennis
Taylor (202-225-0608) and my Press Secretary is Mr. Jay Smith (202-225-0606). They
will be available to you and your staffs for whatever assistance you may need.

- POLITICS

In the coming weeks, I suspect that you will be reading in the press about
the intention of House Republicans to develop our own legislative program. My
chief motivation for undertaking this project is to establish an identity or
“image" for Congressional Republicans that we can run on in 1976. It is my
firm belief that the days are gone when Republicans running for Congress
could hope to be swept into office in great numbers on the coattails of a
popular President. If we are to have any hope of someday becoming the majority
party in Congress, we must make it very clear to the American people what it is
that we stand for, and what we would do with Congress were we to gain control.
That is the purpose of the Congressional program, which I hope can be ready
by late May or early June. It should not be interpreted as a sign of dissatis-
faction with the policies of the Administration. The President is fully aware
of our plans and has endorsed the idea. We are quite simply tired of being
eclipsed by a lackluster and largely ineffective Democratic majority and
intend to draw some attention to our views for a change. Your inputtinto
the development of this program would be greatly appreciated, as will your
promotion of it as one small aspect of a larger GOP effort to become the
majority party in America. :

Despite high hopes that the 94th Congress could gear up legislatively earlier
than past Congresses (based on an "early organization" reform passed last year),
we have yet to really get down to business. This should change within a matter

75-gn=2 -~ tover)




REPORT TO THE GOVERNORS 2.

of weeks, as House Committees are currently involved in an active schedule of
hearings and legislation will soon be ready for consideration by the full House.
Looking down the road, I can see several pieces of legislation soon to be con-
sidered that might be of special interest and importance to the states.

.1. ABSENTEE VOTING: The House Administration Committee has been holding
hear1ngs on H.R. 3211, the Overseas Voting Bill. The purpose of this legislation
is to establish uniform voting procedures for American citizens residing abroad.
Supporters of this legislation insist that there are adequate safeguards to
prevent abuse of the "mail registration" system. There is considerable concern,
however, thgt such a system would be unworkable and unfair because it would
establish different registration provisions for absentee voting by citizens residing
abroad. At this writing, further hearings are expected on H.R. 3211.

2. LAND USE: The House Interior Committee -- which has been busy with
hearings on strip mining -- is presently anticipating hearings in late March on
land use planning. As you may recall, there was considerable opposition last
year to the proposed Federal land use bill because it represented what many
believed to be undesirabie extension of Federal control at the expense of the states
and localities. When the Committee bill was defeated last year, it was hoped
that field hearings would be conducted around the country in order to obtain
more input from interested parties in the states. I am still hopeful that the
states will urge such field hearings and will work towards a Federal land use
bill which will encourage and assist states and localities in developing reason-
able land use programs without imposing ~unnecessary Federal regulations over
the use of land.

3. HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION FUNDS: The House Public Works Committee is currently
conducting subcommittee hearings on H.R. 3786. That legislation is designed to
assist the states in utilizing the additional $2 billion in highway construction
funds which were recently released. Some states apparently felt that they could
not utilize the Federal money because they lacked state matching funds. Under
the provisions of H.R. 3786, the matching funds requirement for states would be
waived between now and the end of the fiscal year (June 30, 1975). The amount
of the state matching funds waived during this period would be considered as a
loan coming out of the highway trust funds. It would have to be repaid by
January 1, 1977. Due to the time frame imposed, action must be prompt if the
states are to accure any benefit from this proposal.
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MAIL-GRAM
DECEMBER 11, 1974

TO: NBC "TODAY" SHOW
NEW YORK

The Today Show program Wednesday morning, December 11, featured
Governor Milton Shapp and the Lieutenant Governor-elect of California
in a discussion of state issues and implied that they somehow represented
a broad spectrum of opinion among state leadership. Governor Shapp's
derogatory remarks about revenue sharing are totally unrepresentative
of the views of almost all of the other Governors in this nation. The
National Governors' Conference, composed of both Democrats and Republicans,
has overwhelmingly gone on record favoring the extension of revenue
sharing and the expansion of the broad grant philosophy to other areas
of federal domestic programs. Revenue sharing has meant that state
and local officials, who are closer to the people than those at the
federal level, make the decisions about the priorities of the people
in their jurisdictions and how best to meet them.

Governor Shapp's statements about the causes of inflation and the
need for a new massive federal spending program show an overwhelming lack
of understanding of economics and government today. Massive federal
spending and resulting deficits do not create wealth, as he asserts, but
the have created the double digit inflation which adversely affects all
citizens, as well as state and local governments.

The Republican Governors Association last week unanimously urged
Congress to extend federal revenue sharing.

If you are interested in presenting the viewpoint of the overwhelming
majority of Governors in this nation with respect to revenue sharing, I urge
you to contact the man the Governors have selected to speak for them, the
Honorable Calvin L. Rampton of Utah, Chairman of the National Governor's
Conference.

Christopher S. Bond

Governor of Missouri
Chairman, Republican Governors' Assoc.
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@he Paris Post- Intelligencer”

W. Percy Williams, Editor 1927-1967 ,
An independent newspaper established in 1866, published as a daily since June 2, 1930

W. Bryant Williams, Editor and Publisher ;»nrzswm-;;a 4 “Here shall the press, the people’s rights
PAPER .y Y
Bill Williams, Assoc. Publisher and Gen. Mgr. e maintain, unaw’d by influence and unbrib’d

UT.TPA
Jimmny Williams, Production Supetintendent i Pondwas 4 by gain.””  —West Tennessean, May 7, 1828

1974

Paris, Tenn., Thursday, Dec. 26, 1974

yunn’s Good Record

Winfield Dunn is nearing the close The Dunn speeches and press
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MARKET OPINION RESEARCH

T would Tike to read you some things one of the parties could do in

the future and have you tell me for each item if it would be an

extremely useful, useful, or not very useful thing for a party to

do?

Supply you with infor-
mation about how your
representatives are

voting in Congress and in

the state legislature.

Formulate and make
available specific
positions on major
issues.

Sponsor neighborhood

meetings where you have
the opportunity to meet
your elected officials.

Sponsor regular TV
programs about party
positions on the
issues.

Sponsor discussions on
issues in your
neighborhood regularly.

Give young people
positions of leadership
in the party.

Refused to take any
donations that were over
$100.

Support the equal rights
amendment for women.

Personally issue you an

invitation to participate

in Party activities.

Hold regular social
events in your area.

Extremely Not Very Don't

Total Useful Useful Useful ~ know

100% 489 449 5% 3%
100% 36 52 7 5
100% 31 54 12 3
100% 27 52 18 3
100% 24 54 17 5
100% 23 55 15 7
100% 22 40 28 10
100% 21 50 23 5
100% 14 43 39 4
100% 8 34 53 5



MARKET OPINION RESEARCH

There are many ways people can get involved in elections and campaigns.

I am going to read a list of things and I would like to know if you
would do any of them if you were asked or given the opportunity to do
so.

Don't

Total Yes No know
Go to a political meeting to ‘
meet a candidate. ) 100% 69% 25% 6%
Attend a local meeting sponsored
by one of the parties. - 100 64 30 6
Wear a campaign button or display a
campaign poster for your candidate. 100 62 33 ' 5
Work as a volunteer for a
candidate. 100 53 40 8
Work as a volunteer for a _
party ' 100 37 55 8
Give money to a party. 100 31 63 6
Give money to a candidate. 100 30 63 6

You said that "yes" you would give money to a party - how much do you
think you would contribute to a party?

Five dollars 32%
Ten dollars 22
Twenty-five dollars 14
Fifty dollars 5
One hundred dollars 5
Over one hundred dollars 1
Don't know 22
100%

Number of cases (619)



HOW MUCH OF THE TIME DO YOU THINK YOU CAN TRUST THE GOVERNMENT IN WASH-
INGTON TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT-JUST ABOUT ALWAYS, MOST OF THE TIME, OR ONLY
SOME OF THE TIME?

Percentage

100

‘64 '66 ‘68 '70 T2 74

—--—-—Always
eecscscssssesss Most of the time
Only some of the time

’ Under Over Less Coll Non

-Total GOP Ind Dem 35 35 Hi Sch Grad Union Union
alvays 21 4% 22 22 2% 3% 3 1% 2% 3%
most of time | 30 36 28 29 30 30 25 38 28 31
some time 64 57 66 66 65 64 68 58 67 63

don't know 3 3 4 3 3 3 5. 3 3 3



WOULD YOU SAY THE GOVERNMENT 1S PRETTY MUCH RUN BY A FEW BIG INTERESTS
LOOKING OUT FOR THEMSELVES OR THAT IT IS RUN FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL OF
THE PEOPLE?

Percéntage
100
90
80
70

60 » ...'o

°¢%%35004
.

50
40
30
20
10

'64 '66 68 70 72 74

esssssscesese FOr benefit of all
mcesssss Few big interests

Undei‘ Over Less Coll Non

‘“Total GOP Ind Dem 35 35 Hi Sch Grad Union Union

few big interests 70%2  62% 69% 747 70% 704 747 647 71% 69%
benefit of all 21 28 21 19 21 >21 19 . 26 20 22

don't know 9 10 10 8 9 8 7 10 9 9



DO YOU THINK THAT QUITE A FEW OF THE PEOPLE RUNNING THE GOVERNMENT ARE
A LITTLE CROOKED, NOT VERY MANY ARE, OR DO YOU THINK HARDLY ANY OF THEM
ARE CROOKED AT ALL?

Percentage

quite a lot

. not many

hardly any

don't know

100

- 90

80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

‘64 66 68 ‘70 ‘72 74

Hardly any
sssscssecccsee NOt many
meosssssssmess Quite a lot

Under Over Less Coll Non
Total GOP Ind Dem 35 35 Hi Sch Grad Union Union

49%  41% 51% 51 537  47%  S54%  40%  51%  48%
38 42 35 39 37 38 3% 45 37 39
10 13 10 8 9 10 8 13 9 10

3 3 4 2 2 4 4 2 3 3



DO YOU THINK THAT PEOPLE IN THE GOVERNMENT WASTE A LOT OF THE MONEY
WE PAY IN TAXES, WASTE SOME OF IT OR DON'T WASTE VERY MUCH OF IT?

Percentage

lot of money
some money
not very much

don't know

-

.100

90

s 8

S 8 8 & 8

i

‘%4 66 68 70 T2 T4

sonssssssssss NOt much
' Some

‘seesssssscsse A lot

Under Over Less Coll Non
Total GOP Ind Dem 35 35 'Hi Sch Grad Union Union

81% 757 827 82% 777 84X °83% 77% 831  80%
16 22 15 15 21 14 14 20 15 17
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 -1
111 1 1 1 2 1 r o1



DO YOU FEEL THAT ALMOST ALL OF THE PEOPLE RUNNING THE GOVERNMENT ARE
SMART PEOPLE WHO USUALLY KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING, OR DO YOU THINK THAT
QUITE A FEW OF THEM DON'T SEEM TO KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING?

Percentage
100 §

60 ooooo.....
.‘..

50 ‘ ...'. .‘..“ ....'
! o,
. og

v

’64 ’66 68 . 70 72 74

eccccscscsssene KnOW what they’re dOinQ
Don t know

Under Over Less Coll Non
Total GOP Ind Dem 35 35 Hi Sch Grad Union Union

know what they're doing 47% 517 46% 46Z 497 4572  L47  43% 477 - 4%

don’'t know what
they're doing 47 41 47 48 45 48 48 52 48 46

don't know 7 7 7 6 6 7 9 6 5 7



PEOPLE LIKE ME DON'T HAVE ANY SAY ABOUT WHAT THE GOVERNMENT DOES.

Percentage
100 §
90
80"
70
60 ’
50
40 §
30 [
20
10 §

0

'64 68 0 72 74

Agree
eoec0sess0cs0cnse Disagree




| DON'T THINK PUBLIC OFFICIALS CARE MUCH WHAT PEOPLE LIKE ME THINK.,

. | Percentage
100 §

'64 68 72 7

‘Agree
sscesscscsssessee Disagree




VOTING IS THE ONLY WAY THAT PEOPLE LIKE ME CAN HAVE ANY SAY ABOUT HOW THE
GOVERNMENT RUNS THINGS

Percentage
100

90

80 f

70

60

50
40
30

2
10

- 64 '68 72 74
!

Agree’
I YT Y Y TYYY PP Disagl'ee




SOMETIMES POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT SEEM SO COMPLICATED THAT A PERSON
LIKE ME CAN'T REALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT'S GOING ON.

Percentage
100 §

% |

0 |

30 ......“’Q.Q.........0...'....00‘.... “

64 '68 72 74

Agree
ese000sc00000000 Disagree
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1975 RGA COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Governor Christopher S. Bond, Missouri...RGA Chairman
Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr., West Virginia...RGA Vice Chairman

Governor QOtis R. Bowen, Indiana

Governor James B. Edwards, South Carolina
Governor Meldrim Thomson, Jr., New Hampshire

POLICY COMMITTEE

Governor Robert D. Ray, Iowa...Chairman
Governor Robert F. Bennett, Kansas

Governor Daniel J. Evans, Washington
Governor Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Virginia

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Governor William G. Milliken, Michigan...Chairman

Governor Jay S. Hammond, Alaska
Governor James E. Holshouser, Jr., North Carolina
Governor James A. Rhodes, Ohio
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What 1s the RGA?

Its membership consists of all Republican Governors and Republican
Governors-elect of the United States.

When was the RGA formed?

The Association took roots in the summer of 1963 at the bipartisan
National Governors Conference in Miami Beach. Its first chairman was
then Governor Robert Smylie of Idaho. The Association acquired its first
professional staff, based in Washington, D.C., in May, 1967,

What are the RGA's objectives?

The organization was designed "to enable the Republican Governors
to take their proper position in expressing, developing and preserving
the philosophy of the Republican Party in all the States of the Union."
It assists in the election and re-election of Republican Governors and
then offers the Governors an opportunity to consult and cooperate with
each other as well as the Republican President, members of the Executive
Branch and the Congress and Republican Party leaders.

Does the Assoctiation hold regular meetings?
Yes, the RGA holds two Conferences each year.

Does the Association have any special committees to carry out its
objectives?

There are three committees. A Policy Committee has the job of
developing suggestions for policy positions of the Association. It
also conducts research for use of the members in the conduct of their .
political and governmental responsibilities. A Campaign Committee
assists Republican Gubernatorial candidates. An Executive Committee
deals with general RGA functions and consists of the Chairman, Vice
Chairman and three Governors elected by the membership.

How is the Association funded?

Its operational expenses are funded through the Republican National
Committee. For the first time in 1972 and again in 1974, the RGA
administered a campaign fund for Republican Gubernatorial campaigns. At
the present time, the Association does not share in proceeds from the
large Party fund-raising dinners as do other Republican Campaign
organizations.
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GOP_RADIO NETWORK

The Washington-based GOP Radio Network has been in 7
continous operation since. 1973. The system, a cooperative
effort of the Republican National Committee, the House
Campaign Committee and the Republican Govermors Associa-
tion, is designed to allow a Governor to feed radio out-
lets in his state at no cost. The information below
should be helpful in further explaining the mechanics
of the Republican network. If you have any additional
questions, don't hesitate to give me a call at the RGA
Washington office.

INPUT

The Republican Radio Network can be utilized at any time, day
or night, from any place in the country. It will supplement the
Republican Governors Association Washington actuality service that
has been in operation for several years. Technically, a Governor's
statement (remembering that brevity and conciseness is appealing
to radio broadcasters) can be put into the system through several
sources. A Governor can simply pick up a te]ephone, call the GOP
Radio Network telephone, (202) 488-1905, and dictate his statement.
Similarly, a Gubernatorial press secretary or sound man can feed via
tape recorder into the system at the same telephone number. And
finally, when a Governor is in Washington or is attending one of the
regular Governors Conferences staffed by the RGA, he can uti]iie the
RGA actuality service and we will handle distribution through the

system. 1 HIGHLY RECOMMEND UTILIZATION OF A TAPE RECORDER INSTEAD
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OF ALLOWING THE GOVERNOR TO MAKE A COMMENT OR STATEMENT DIRECTLY
THROUGH THE TELEPHONE SYSTEM. RADIO STATIONS, ESPECIALLY MAJOR
NETWORKS, ARE EXTREMELY CAUTIOUS AND CRITICAL OF TECHNICAL QUALITY.
TELEPHONE VOICE QUALITY IS OFTEN NOT ACCEPTABLE. IN ALMOST EVERY
INSTANCE, BY-PASSING THE TELEPHONE MOUTHPIECE AND EITHER ALLIGATOR
CLIPPING TO THE PHONE OR PATCHING DIRECTLY INTO THE TELEPHONE SYSTEM
(IF YOU HAVE THAT CAPABILITY) WILL MAKE QUALITY TOTALLY ACCEPTABLE
TO RADIO OQUTLETS.
DISTRIBUTION

The GOP radio system can be utilized to distribute voice actuali-
ties to two basic markets. The first, and probably most important
for a Governor, is state and regional radio coverage areas. PLEASE
MAIL TO ME AT THE RGA OFFICE AN UPDATED LIST OF TWENTY RADIO STATIONS,
WITH THEIR TELEPHONE NUMBERS, TO WHICH YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE
GUBERNATORIAL STATEMENTS TELEPHONED. These 20 stations and their
telephone numbers will be recorded at the GOP Radio Network facility
and will be on hand for use at any time in the future. Thus, when a
Governor calls with a statement, it will be automatically fed to the
stations he prefers in the coverage area he chooses. As you can see,
a Governor does not need to make a statement of national significance
to be able to fully utilize the GOP Radio Network.

The second major distribution market is national radio network
systems. These national networks will be fed with a Governor's statement
either at the specific request of the Governor (or his press secretary)

or when a statement the Governor intends only for regional distribution.



seems significant and timely enough to be of interest to the national
media. Generally that decision can be made at the GOP Radio Network
based on news events of any particular day. (Logically, on a day filled
with actualities on new economic policies, the Governor's statement

on nuclear power plant siting or reducing automobile speed limits would
not warrant national coverage. However, on a slow news day in
Washington, such a statement might arouse the interest of major networks
and get the Governor some good PR/publicity.)

AVAILABILITY AND COST

The GOP Radio Network is available to all Republican Governors
for their use at any hour, day or night. After 6:00 p.m. eastern time,
the system is converted to automatic record and any statement phoned
in by a Governor or his press assistant will be recorded and held
for distribution at 6:00 a.m. eastern time the next day (to reach
morning radio prime-time). If you call the GOP Radio Network telephone
and find the system automated with a telephone answer recording, be
sure to leave not only the Governor's statement, but also, instructions
for distribution. |

The radio actuality system operates free of cost for all Republican
Governors with the exception of the initial long distance telephone
call from the Governor (or press secretary) to the Network office.

The system is simple and it works. It's to your benefit

to utilize it either for statements of national interest or

for normal statements of day to day state-wide interest. You

will receive a "call sheet' noting the stations called, at what

time, and their response after each use by a Governor. Again,

let us know if you have any questions on technicalities of the
radio system.
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WILLTAM G. MILLIREN

CONVENING THE MIDWESTERN GOVERNORS' CONFERNCE

REMARRS BY GOVEERNO.

NETHERLAND HOTEL ~--- CINCINNATI, OHIO

JULY 21, 1975

Thank you, Governor Rhodes and Mayor Berry, for your warm welcome
to Cincinnati. This fine city played host to the Mid-Western Governors'
Conference once before, in 1966, and I want to thank you both for
inviting us back,

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow called Cincinnati the "Queen City,"
referring to the stately beauty of this center of culture and commerce
that presided over the Ohio River when Chicago was just a 9il]age.~ From
what we have seen, I'm sure we would all agree.

When I became Chairman of this Conference last year at our Minneapolis
meeting, I noted that we are in a period of revitalization of state
goverﬁment throughout the nation. For example, we need only look about us
at Jim Rhodes' programs in industrial expansion, urban development,
transportation and other areas. Some of the most innovative things
happening in government today are happening because of the initiatives
of state governments.

It was from the states that this nation was forged nearly 200 years
ago, and it is from the states that we are getting many of the answers
to the problems of today. At a time when sustaining forces are desperate-
1y needed, the states constitute one of the great sustaining forces of this
nation.

We're also in a period of almost unprecedented cooperation among
the states. Through the committees of the National Governors' Conference,
through such mechanisms as the Task Forces of this Conference, and through
many other means, the states are working cooperatively to develop common
approaches to solve common problems.

We are innovative. We are creative. We are cooperating among ourselves.

But we are not always effective in exercising -our collective clout.

\/\‘

@t

1 was struck with something Arch Moore said recently in New Orleans fv
during our National Governors' Conference debate on energy. He observed ,/:y

that what we were about to say could well amount to "a puff of smoke."

(over)
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The headlines coming out of New Orleans tell one side of the story:
From a Christian Science Monitor story: "Governors steadily falling in
influence, and nobody cares"...from the National Observer: "Governors earn
anonymity"...from a UPI dispatch: "Governors.say nobody gives them a second
1ook"...from the Baltimore Sun dispatch: "As Presidential timber, Governors
remain lost in the woods."

I think it is a mistake to assess Governors on how many presidential
prospects are among them.

My concern is not that our ranks haven't produced a presidential
nominee since Adlai Stevenson in 1952 or a President since FDR in 1932.

My concern is that we have not often enough been involved in the
decision-making process in-Washington, especially in the decisions that
affect the states.

A good case in point is the question of railroad abandonment. Last
year, in Minneapolis, this Conference adopted a policy opposing federally
proposed rail abandonments which “would have serious detrimental effects
on several Midwestern states."

More recently, in New Orleans, the National Governors' Conference
adopted a policy calling for a moritorium on the rail abandonment plan
that has been developed Ly the U.S. Railway Association for Northeastern
states.

Yet it appears the USRA is turning a deaf ear to the Governors, and
is pressing forward with its ill-considered plan. Now, in the Upper
Great Lakes Region, Governor Lucey, Governor Anderson and 1 are jointly
sending letters to our three Congressional delegations urging revision
of the abandonment proposal.

Clearly, I think we as Governors, must do more to develop a good
working relationship with Congress, as well as the Administration.

As to the Administration, I am very encouraged by the steps President
Ford is taking to assure better Federal-state coordination. The regional
meetings he held with Governors earlier this year...the way be has been
meeting at the White House with groups of us on railroad, highway and
other issues.,.the leadership roles in domestic policy he has given to
Vice President Rockefeller, who was one of us, and to Jim Cannon - all of

these things reflect well on the President's relations with the states.

(more)
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I think we're particulary fortunate to have Vice President Rockefeller
and Jim Cannon to work with in this effort, and we're fortunate that they're
going to be with us at this Conference.

There are people today who speak of "states' rights,” in terms of
the power of state governments to selectively resist the authority of
the Federal government, and to exert greater control over local governments.

But I believe we should more properly speak of states' responsibilities,

At‘no other time in our nation's history - save for the time of its
founding, nearly 200 years ago - has it been more apparent that states
must bear the burden of holding this country together, of making it work.

fn this time of crisis, local governments are too burdened and
immersed with many of the problems to be able to solve them alone, and
the Federal government is too far away. -

It is the pressing responsibility of the states today, from their
unique and opportune vantage point, to act as an intermediary between
local problems and Federal solutions.

Too often, we have acted merely as a conduit for the funneling of
dollars from Washington to our cities and towns...and clearly, this hasn't
worked.

We need more than money to solve our problems. We need the wisdom,
the foresight, to use the money well. And we must recognize that there

-are times when this expert advice itself is needed more than a grant.
I say that is the responsibility of the states.

In Colonial America, it was the states which were created first
as the most logical and workable system of governing the people.

Let us remember that the states assumed the RESPONSIBILITY of
governing. When the states created the Federal government, they may have
relinquished some of their rights as individuals - as all do in a democratic
society - but they gave over none of their RESPONSIBILITY of making the .
Federal system work.

Let me read a brief excerpt from a letter written by oné politician

warning that the Federal government was gaining too much power :

(over)
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"I see, as you do, and with the deepest affliction, the rapid strides
with which the Federal branch of our government is advancing towards the
usurpation of all the rights reserved to the states, and the consolidation
in itself of all powers, foreign and domestic..." -

That was not written in 1975. It was written in 1825 - by Thomas
Jefferson.

From the beginning, we have worried about states' rights. I submit
that the Federal government has grown in direct proportion to the willing-
ness of the states to turn to Washington for all the answers. _

We have not given away our rights. Nor must we give away our res-
ponsibilities. We must now reclaim them if the nation is to survive.

We can't look solely to Washington for solutions to our troubles.

We must look as well to ourselves, and to our near neighbors in the region.

We cannot expect Washington to be as sensitive to the needs of the
Midwest, with its 15 states and more than 65 million people, as are we -
those of us who know and love the region.

We must find our own answers to the pressing problems of today, or they
may well become the disasters of tomorrow.

Qur Bicentennial thume, "Land-Food-People in Century III," is a

reminder that we ourselves must plan the wise use of those resources so

that the next hundred years will see this region continue to thrive and prosper.

We are going to be dis;ussing some important topics in the sessions
‘about to begin - the economy, land use, transportation and health plan-
ning. We will hear the opinions of many Histinguished experts, including
Vice President Rockefeller and Donald Rumsfeld, the President's chief of
staff,

As we do, let us remember to ask ourselves - what are the states’
RESPONSIBILITIES in these areas? What can WE ourselves do to meet the
needs of our people?

We must not just draw up a list of questions and submit them to

Washington on grant applications. Let us seek workable solutions.

* k * &

~
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REMARKS OF CHAIRMAN CHBISTOPHER S. BOND
REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
MARCH 7, 197§
WASHINGTON, D.C.

It is a great honor for me to be sha?ing the platform this morning with you,
Mary Louise, and with the distinguished Republican leaders of the United States
Senate and the House of Representatives. Each of you has made enormous contri-
butions to the Republican Party over many years.

As has been indicated, I am serving this year as Chairman of the Republican
Governor's Association, which obviously is a great privilege for me. In fact,
just being a Republican Governor is an increasingly rare distinction. There are
now only thirteen of us -- and our best hope may be that the National Wildlife
Service declares Republican Governors an Endangered Species.

As the youngest Republican Governor I fully appreciate the fact that I do
not have all the answers to our Party's dilemma. At the same time, I am deeply
troubled by what has happened to us, and in the spirit of this conference, which
brings Republicans from all parts of America together in a kind of massive group
therapy session, I would like to share a few thoughts with you this morning.

. First, a brief word about Watergate. I can understand that many of you feel
that there is no way to be too brief about‘that subject. But there is every
indication that our Party was gravely wounded by Watergate and we will not put
Watergate behind us by trying to forget that it happened. As far as the overwhelm-
ing majority of Americans is concerned, Watergate and other violations of the law
which are linked in the public mind to Watergate were Republican transgressions.

To regain the trust of the American people, there must be a visible Republican
response. MWatergate will not be put behind us as a Party until we take the lead
virgorously, everywhere -- at the federal level and in each of our separate states--
in reforming our election laws, in tightening our financial disclosure and conflict
of interest laws, in opening up government to closer public scrutiny, in safeguarding
our law enforcement and security agencies from being politicized, and in securing
the basic right of privacy for all our citizens. In Missouri, my administration
has led the battle for reform and we have been able to eliminate the practices of
requiring state employees to contribute to campaign coffers to keep their jobs, and
the bypassing of competitive bids to toss state business to political cronies. By

executive order we have established a strong code of ethics for employees of the

(over)
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executive branch. We have enacted an open meetings law and, by an initiative
petition drive when the Democrat legislature refused to act, we have pushed
through a tough new campaign finance and reporting law. We are fighting now for
strong conflict-of-interest 1egislatjon and tighter control of lobbying activity.
In my judgmenf, we must stand firmly for reforms of this kind if we are to regain
the trust of the American people.

The second point I want to make is this. In my judgment, at the conclusion
of this conference we will have spent about as much time and money as we can
afford talking among ourselves and tryihg to examine and analyze the attitudes
of that growing number of people who are non-Republicans. It is time for action.

The people of this country want to know how a government run by Repub]icéns
can help them. They are waiting to see whether or not we are prepared to give
them a piece of the action. The want to see government that is more effective,
more efficient and more honest. They want some hard evidence that we understand
their needs, that we care about their needs, and that we have the ability ‘to do
something ébout those needs. b

One astute Washington political writer referred to Qs last Sunday as "The
Party of the Comfortable." He may be right; I hope not. But how much do we care?

--How much do we care about the young factory worker who wants a decent home
in a safe neighborhood for himself and his family ; who wants a good school for his
kids and a chance for them to get the education he doesn't have; who wants a park
or a campsite within range of his home where he can take his family on weekends?

--How much do we care about the elderly couple living in a substandard
nursing home, lacking adequate medical care, watching their meager savings being
eaten away by inflation?

--How much do we care about the young widow, who must work to support her
family but who cannot find adequate day care services, and is discriminated against

in employment, in seeking credit, and in a whole host of other ways?

These are the real problems of our people, and they are only a few of them.
If we, as Republicans are to succeed in the future, we will have to convey to the
people of America that we are men and women of compassion and competence. And the
' only way that wé can convey those qualities is by our actions.

Again, in my own state of Missouri, we are trying by our actions to do that.

We have completed a total reorganization of state government to make it both
more efficient and more responsive. We have brought in volunteer executives from
business and professions to help us streamliine the bureaucracy of government. We

have just launched a new "Jobs for Missouri" program to help insure the state balanced



economic growth. Working with our General Assembly we have enacted and funded
a major new law to assure quality education for mentally and physically handicapped
children. We have proVided tax relief for the elderly poor and a new Emergency
Medical Services Program. We are working actively now for reform in basic school
financing, for a better mental health system, and for a more effective state role
in the fight on crime. My wife Carolyn and I are continuing the fight for
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment.

Through our programs and through our appointments, we are trying to reach out,
to make state and local government work for people, to involve people from all
walks of life. IWe are trying to reach out to both young and old, to ofganfzed
labor as well as the business community. We're appointing qualified Democrats as
well as Republicans to important state posts. In my judgment, this kind of reaching
out is both good politics and good government and [ don't think there is any
alternative if we want our Party to grow and our candidates to win.

That leads me to my third and final pbint.

1 have a very strong personal commitmeni both to a broadly based Republican
Party and to the two-party system. _

Those who talk of splintering off and forming a third party, or of forcing
the Republican Party into some narrow ideological mold are doing both our Party
and our country a disservice. And frankly, I am a little tired of reading about
Republicans meeting to discuss the so-called third party option, or organizing
committees to "watch" the President. This good and decent man doesn't need watching.
I think we ought to be applauding President Ford for the spirit of his openness,
conciliation, cooperation and responsible compromise which he has brought to the
Presidency. He needs our help and our support in a very trying time. And our
Party needs our help and support. A

Qur challenge as Republicans is to maintain our distinct identity and our
historic principles while appealing to the major segments of our society. I believe
it can be done. At our best, the Republican Party has great principles to offer
the American people: A commitment to strong state and local government rather than
heavy reliance on the Federal bureaucracy; a commitment to preserving the essential
mechanisms of a free market economy; a commitment to maximum individual freedom and
to full equality for every citizen. Of course they are broad principles, but they
can be given specific meaning by our actions. If we can apply those principles
in meeting the people's needs, if we can show them that Republican principles work

in solving their problems, they will respond.
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Obviously, we are all discouraged by the results of this fall's elections,
but frankly I am optimistic about the future. If President Ford can show the
American people some success in dealing with their problems, they will re-elect
him and I believe they will re-elect him. If those of us in office now can
produce tangible results, they will re-elect us. And if we can recruit thoughtful,
sensitive candidates who offer people real hope, they will elect them.

The years ahead will not be easy ones for any of us, but they will be full
of opportunity to show people that Republicans can make government work for them.
The future of our Party, and indeed the future of our éountry, depend upon how

well we meet that challenge.
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Understandably, when solutions aren't produced as quickly as many people would
like to have them developed, frustration grows and people reach out in new directions.
One of the current examples of this is the increasing talk we hear these days about
the need for a third party.

I can understand some of the frustrations of those who flirt with the idea that
a third party can be more efféctive than either of the existing principal parties.
But I happen to think that there is nothing that a third party could do that couldn’'t
be accomplished by the Republican Party.

I believe that Republicans who are dissatisfied with this party should
concentrate their efforts on rebuilding it, before they go off in the direction of
founding another party. We need to build, not divide.

Admittedly, we have serious problems, bqth»nationa]ly and in the state organ-
ization. In Michigan, the Republican Party suffered a serious defeat in the November
elections--not as bad as the disaster which struck in other states, but bad enough.

And yet I believe very strongly that we Michigan Republicans should keep the
situation in perspective. We re-elected a Republican Governor. We have a great
Republican Senator from Michigan in a key leadership role in Washington. While we
lost control of the State Senate, we succeeded 1in electing to both houses of the
Legislature a remarkable number of articulate, intelligent and progressive Republicans
of whom we can be exceedly proud.

What I am saying to you tonight is that the situation is far from hopeless. 1
am absolutely convinced that we have a very solid foundation upon which to rebuild
this party. And I am absolutely committed to do everything I can to join you in
an all-out effort to build the strongest Republican Party we have ever had in this
state on the foundation that exists today.

This foundation would not be there if it had not been for your help. I want to
use this occasion to extend to each of you mybdeepest gratitude for the work you have
done--for the long hours that you and many other Republicans put in during the
November campaign.

Without the help that you and others provided in raising money, in manning
those very effective telephone centers, in getting out the vote, and in all of the
other campaign activies--without that help the Republican effort in Michigan might
very well have been a total Toss, as it was in many other states.

But we can gain nothing by dwelling on the past. We should admit our mistakes,

recognize our inadeguacies, and move on to the future., .
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OQur most immediate and pressing problem is a financial one. We must move
quickly and effectively to pay off our debts. We must hire the additional staff
and finance the other costs which the rebuilding process will entail now.

Eliminating the party's debt and building a solid financial base for expansion
and reconstruction--that is our most immediate and most urgent goal. Another is
to begin now to recruit and develop the kind of candidates we will want to run on
the Republican Party label in 1976.

Here I am extremely optimistic. I believe Republican candidate§ will have
an excellent chance of winning Michigan's other Senate seat in 1976, of recapturing
the congressional seats we lost in November, and of recovering lost ground in many
other areas.

I have said before and I will say again today that one of the greatest
strengths of this party is the outstanding quality of men and women who run under
the Republican banner. I am very impressed by many of our new Republican legislators,
and I am confident that many of them will quickly emerge as leaders and innovators,

I want to make another point tonight. While I am concerned by the succession
of polls that show a decline in the number of people who identify themselves as
Republicans, I believe strongly that we in Michigan should keep these figures in
perspective.

If these polls meant what they appear to mean, then it would seem that no
Republican candidates af all would be elected. But that, of course, is not the case.
Here in Michigan aspecially, there is a huge body of voters who regard themselves
as Independents--who show a remarkable readiness to vote for the best candidate
running and not to tie themselves too securely to party labels.

We should do everything we can to take advantage of this independent spirit--
to work with this large body of Independents, to get their financial support when
they are willing to give it, to get them to support our candidates, and to give us
whatever help they can.

We should not, I believe, become obsessed with the idea that we can depend only
upon those people who identify themselves as Republicans. We must adjust to a new
and spreading attitude among the great bulk of the populace which, on election day,
seems to reject party labels in favor of freedom to choose the best candidates from
either party.

Far from despairing that fewer people call themselves Republicans, I think we
should be heartened by the fact that many who once thought of themselves as Democrats

are willing to vote for Republican candidates and support Republican programs.

over



I'm convinced that one of the goals of the American majority is to improve the
quality of government and politics. The Republican Party of Miéhigan can play a
leading role in this effort. We can lead the way in raising the ethical level of
politics in this state, and in achieving true and comprehensive reform in the
financing of election campaigns.

1 am proud of this party, and I am also proud of the role that I have played
in its progress.

1 have worked very hard in support of this party. I promise you tonight that
I will work even harder than I have in the past. What we need now most of all is
faith and unity. To build successfully upon the solid foundation which we now
have, we cannot afford the luxury of factions, of backbiting and recriminations.

Surely it would be an exercise in futility to keep looking back to November 1974,
and to keep asking ourselves who is to blame for our all-to-evident failure. We
all must bear some measure of that blame, but perhaps more than anything elese, we
should understand that we were victims of historical events over which we had no
control.

1 ask you to dedicate yourselves to this party with new vigor, with fresh
imagination, with revived faith that as free men and women, we have it within our
power to mold this great Republican Party of Michigan into the most effective
political instrument this state has ever seen.

Thank you.

i
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Thank you. Thank you very much, Win and fellow Governors. It
was quite a tense time waiting for the election mechanism to go forward
but I did have just a few remarks I had prepared in case I was fortunate
enough to be selected. It goes without saying that I deeply appreciate
your friendship, your confidence, kind words and Bob Ray's resolution and
it's a real honor to be selected as Chairman of the Republican Governors
Association. In fact, even being a Republican Governor is becoming an

increasingly rare distinction these days.

But I look forward with great anticipation to making whatever
contribution I can to the national effort to revitalize our Party and to
~— make us truly competitive in all parts of our country. In the<e1ections
both 1975 and 1976. We are very appreciative of the close working rela-
tionship with the Republican National Committee and its very charming
Chairman, Mary Louise Smith, who is out here with us and I count on our
very effective RGA staff under Jim Galbraith to take care of the details
of organizational politics with the support of each one of us who
continue as a Republican Governor, and of course, in close cooperation

with the Republican National Committee.

There are some areas of course where our own personal efforts are
going to have to be involved, such as candidate recruitment. There are
many fine people on the Republican ticket who lost this election. I know
because all the ones I campaigned for happended to fall in that category.
But we must make it our own personal effort to insure that these people
are encouraged to continue to offer themselves once again for service.

This to me is significant that we play this active role in the Party because

et the strength of the Republican Party is, I think, important to the

strength of the whole political process in America. Our system works

75-sp-1



best with two strong parties. OQurs is a two-party system and we are

clearly number two at this point.

It would be presumptious of me, however, to offer any longwinded
prescription for our party's problems although the ego of a politician is
reputed to be large, mine is not so large as to lecture you on what's
wrong with the Republican Party, or how it can be set right. I am just
in my second year, my first term as Governor and as the youngest
Governor among you, I am more comfortable listening rather than lec-
turing. But I am troubled as certainly you all are by the results of
this last month's election and I would like to share just a few

thoughts with you.

Qur party obviously was gravely wounded by Watergate and Watergate
is not going to be put behind us as a party until we take the lead
everywhere in reforming our election laws, in tightening our financial
disclosure and conflict of interest laws and safeguarding our law enforce-
ment and security agencies from being politicized. In securing the basic
right of privacy for all our citizens. In opening up government to closer
scrutiny. In Missouri in the past two years the people have responded

enthusiatically to efforts we have made in these areas.

Secondly, I do not believe that the answer to our party's problems
lie in some cosmetic approach whose focal point is an expensive advertising
campaign designed to sell people on how truly great we are. We will not
attract peopie to our party or win elections by reminding them of our
glorious past or of our great historic leaders. We will attract them as

many of you repeated yesterday by our performance.

Third, I think we must reject the idea that the cure for our party's
i11s now or ever lies in binding ourselves to some narrow ideology that
denies a constructive role of government in our society or places us in
shackles of some narrow sectional or economic class appeal or that
turns our backs on those in need. Such an approach would surely point
us toward extinction and we would deserve nothing better if we pursued

that course. I don't believe we can hope to be all things to all people,
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or that the solution to every human problem lies in more government.
Some of the problems may in fact be worsened by government and the
solution may be to some ills, not one more government program but one

less government progranm.

But I do not propose that government itself is the enemy. OQur
enemies, the people's enemies are poverty and the hunger, ignorance
and illness and it's up to us creatively to develop and use the tools
of government to help defeat these enemies. Unless our candidates are
compassionate and sensitive to human need they will not deserve and
they will not win the support of large numbers of voters. It may not
please some of the ideological purists who talk and write constantly
about the party of the left or a party of the right, but I co#tinue
to believe that the battle lies in the broad center of political

spectrum which is precisely where the voters perceive themselves to be.

And I also continue to believe that the key to electoral success
at every level lies very simply in succeeding to meet people's basic
needs. Government can't do everything and perhaps some of the dis-
illusionment of the 1970s comes about from the vastly inflated expecta-
tions and promises of government created in the early sixties. But
government properly limited and properly administered can be made to work
constructively for people. Each of you in your own states can point
proud!y to specific governmental progresé which has been good for people.
In Arizona in 1971 Governor Williams started the atom project. Arizona
tradeoff model, to evaluate consequences of environmental and economic

development policies and the program worked.

Oregon, as Governor McCall has indicated became the first state
to require cash deposits on bottle and beer and soda cans to stop litter,
reduge solid waste, and conserve energy. In Tennessee Governor Dunn
initiated a program to open regional health centers offering the whole
spectrum of health care services and in the Virgin Islands, Governor
Evans developed the first major sewage system in the islands and doubled
the number of school buildings. In Connecticut, Governor Meskill

established a hospital cost control commission to hold down the spiraling



cos%s for health care services. In Missouri we spent much of the past
two years trying to eliminate the remains of an old patronage machine
in retooling and redesigning the institution of state government to
make it more responsive, more efficient and more economical. It's
been a bruising struggle that we haven't totally won, that we are nearing
the point when we can free up more resources. Resources which can be
used to assure the availability of emergency medical services throughout
the state. And universal special education programs for the retarded
and the handicapped. People want to see tangible evidence that government
can work for them and if we can show them success in my state and your
state and in the nation, I know they'11l support us.

In fact, there's nothing that's going to help our candidates and
our party more than a few successes in dealing with people's problems.
Obviously, we were all very much discouraged by the results of this fall's
elections. But frankly I think we can be optimistic about the future. If
President Ford can show the American people some success in dealing with
their problems, they will re-elect him. [If those of us in office now can
produce tangible results, they will re-elect us. If we can recruit
thoughtful, sensitive candidates who offer people real hope, they will
elect them. Americans are smart people. They have a healthy skepticism
and recent events have produces more than just a 1ittle distrust. They
will be watching us, just as they will be watching our Democratic rivals

and if we give them sensible reasons to support us they'll do it.

The years ahead will not be easy ones for any of us, but they will
be full of opportunity for us to show people that we can make government
work for them. That's a challenge to which I am looking forward

personally and which I look forward to sharing with each of you.





