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The President

President Arrives Here Today Amid Tight Security

Gerald R. Ford pays his first Presidential visit to
St. Louis Friday to address the National Baptist Convention,
woo other voters as part of his election effort, raise money
for the local GOP, and take part in a White House Conference
on Domestic and Economic Affairs,

Tight security will be in effect with more than 400 State
and local policemen on duty,

His first stop will be at KMOX-TV, where he will tape
a half-hour show with newsmen that will be shown at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday.

He will then address 20,000 persons attending the National
Baptist Convention,

The President will appear at the White House Conference,
an all-day affair with eight of his top advisers taking part in
lectures and question-and-answer periods,

A number of local organizations are sponsoring the
Conference,

At some point, Mr., Ford will field questions from the
audience for about 40 minutes. -- St. Louis Globe-Democrat

(9/12/75)







The President

Increase In School Loan Defaults Alarms Ford

President Ford has expressed alarm at the growing number
of college students who fail to repay educational loans made them
by the Federal Government,

"If the Government is going to loan, then young people should
take the responsibilitylto repay, ' the President said during an
hour-long appearance before the White House Conference on
Domestic and Economic Affairs,

Mr. Ford's comments came during a wide-range question-and-
answer period., He answered 18 questions,

In answering questions, he renewed his attack on Congress for
its economic policies, pledged to start no more social programs to
aid the poor, and said his Administration reluctantly supported
court-ordered busing of students,

Federal studies say defaults on college loans are costing
taxpayers $200 million per year.

On other topics, Mr. Ford sounded familiar themes:

-- He blamed the Democrats in Congress as the principal
. contributors to inflation in the country because of their failure to
stay within the budget.

-- He urged low income groups to look toward a revitalized
economy instead of costly social spending programs for relief,
-- St. Louis Glecbe-Democrat (September 13-14, 1975)
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Ford Blames Congress For Inflation

President Promises -To Veto Bills He Finds Too Costly

President Ford took Congress to task with a vengeance in
St. Louis, terming the legislators 'the principal contributors to
inflation" and promising veto after veto until Congress awakens to
fiscal responsibility.

The President was cheered when he made the remarks at a
White House Conference -- the last stop on his whirlwind visit,

""De spite our efforts to turn the squeeze, to cut unemployment
by 40,000, with everything we could do," Mr. Ford said, '‘we ended
up with a deficit of $52 billion, "

"I was dumbfounded. *'

"When (Congress) sat down to do the same job, they came up
with a deficit of $68 billion,' Mr., Ford added.

In other public statements issued along the Presidential itinerary,
Mr. Ford:

-- Remarked that he could not foresee circumstances where the
U.S. would withdraw from the United Nation, an apparent contradiction
to a statement by Secretary Kissinger that the U.,S. would withdraw if
~ Israel was expelled from the body. -

-- Pledged to continue personal contact with the American people.

-- Called for continued struggie for

sersonal freedom and equality

bt

for all Americans,

-~ Issued a strong endorsement of Vice President Rockefeller,
-~ St. Louis Globe-Democrat (September 13-14, 1975)




The President

Compromise On Oil Indicated By Ford

President Ford is talking tough to the Democrats on the
issue of Government spending but soft to the same Democrats
on a possible compromise on oil price controls,

Mr, Ford headed for Dallas after warming up in the
Midwest with new attacks on the Democratic majority in
Congress, He called the Democrats irresponsible big
spenders who are hampering the fight against inflation,

The President suggested that he might accept a House-
passed bill to extend until October 31 price controls on
domestically produced oil,

He made a series of appearances in St. Louis, only one
was avowedly political, a GOP fundraising reception,

During a television interview, he promised to make
public all details related to the use of civilian technicians
in the Middle East peace agreement.

In reply to another question, the President said 'very
preliminary discussions are underway with the Russians
about a possible barter of Soviet oil for American grain,"
-~ St, Louis Post-Dispatch (9/13/75)




The President

U,S. Won't Quit U,N,, Ford Says
Remarks Apparently Contradicts Statements Made By Kissinger

In an apparent contradiction of Secretary Kissinger,
President Ford said in St., Louis that he could foresee no
circumstances under which the United States would volun-
tarily withdraw from the United Nations.

"That would be a mistake, ' the President said during
a taped interview with KMOX-TV., "The best way to win a
game is to play it, not sit on the sidelines.,"

The President's statement was an apparent contradiction
to a statement made two months ago by Secretary Kissinger
in which he indicated that the United States would pull out of
the world body if attempts were made to expel Israel.

"The United States should be in the U.N, to protect our
interest, ' Mr. Ford said during the interview.

In other public statements made during the visit, the
President:

-~ Pledged to continue mixing with the American people;
-- Called for a '"communion of Americans' to continue
the struggle for equality;
-~ Issued a strong endorsement of Vice President Rockefeller;
~-- Criticized North Vietnam for lack of information on
Americans missing in action,
-~ St. Louis Globe-Democrat (7/1/75)




The President

Ford Upholds Busing
Cites Law, But Favors Other Means

President Ford today offered '"a better answer!'' than
court-ordered busing to achieve what he said all Americans
want for their children -- quality education.

"I think that quality education can be achieved by better
school facilities, lower teacher-pupil ratios, the improve-
ment of neighborhoods as such, ' he said in a radio interview
in St. Louis,

Nevertheless, the President pledged his Administration's
support of court-ordered busing in Boston and Louisville as
"the law of the land."

"As far as the Administration is concerned, the law of
the land will be upheld, ' he said. "But I think I have the
right to give what I think is a better answer toward the
achievement of quality education, which is what we all seek, '

He told the White House Conference that he can't get a
sense of what Americans are thinking from the Oval Office
or from public opinion polls,

He said trips such as the one today are important to the
American people. -- Washington Post (9/13/75)




The President

Report of Gunman, 3 Bomb Threats Mar Ford Trip

President Ford's visit to St. Louis was marred by the
appearance of an armed man and three bomb threats, but
the President declared that he will not curtail his travel
or permit himself or his Administration '"to be held
hostage at the point of a gun, "

/ Ford was a dozen blocks away when the gunman was
spotted.

The President reiterated his vows to maintain his plans
for a heavy schedule of travel outside Washington in a pre-
pared text of a brief speech to the civic and business leaders
gathered at Stouffer's Hotel for the White House sponsored
Conference on Economic Affairs, -- Washington Star
(9/13/75)




The President

President Promises Equality for Blacks

President Ford went to St. Louis with a conciliatory
message for Black Americans in a speech before the
National Baptist Convention USA, the largest Black reli-
gious organization,.

He said, however, that "equality in the true spirit of
the founding fathers is not yet a full reality for every
American, I am sorry to say."

Mr. Ford spent five hours in St, Louis on his first
visit since becoming President.

The crowded schedule included a television interview,
a political appearance, a speech to a regional White House
Conference on Domestic and Economic Affairs,

The visit to St, Louis gave Mr. Ford a chance to improve
his standing with Black voters, and he appeared intent on
doing so,

He praised Black Americans for their contributions to
this Nation and added, "minorities and women still do not
participate equally in employment, They do not share many
economic, social and other resources of our Nation." :
-~ James Deakin, Washington Correspondent, St, Louis Post

Dispatch (9/12/75)
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HEW: General

HEW Is Neutral On Abortion Issue, Secretary Says

HEW's policy on abortion is '"to take a neutral position
with respect to this highly emotional issue, ' ¥, David Mathews,
Secretary of HEW, said in St. Louis,

Mathew's remarks were made to the White House Conference
before about 750 persons, The Conference provides for an
exchange of ideas between community leaders and Federal
officials,

The question of abortion was an exception in an hour of
discussion with Mathews which focused mostly on educational
issues,

When asked whether or not President Ford had a policy
on education, Mathews cited several examples of what he
called positive approaches by the Administration.

He said the Administration was concerned about the
inflationary impact of the overall Federal education budget.
This was given as the major reason for the Presidential veto
of the education bill passed by Congress,

-- St. Louis Post-Dispatch (9/12/75)
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HEW: General

New HEW Head Senses Hostility, Disenchantment

After 31 days as the head of HEW, Secretary Mathews
already finds himself at a "tug-of-war."

Americans expect the government to solve the country's
social ills and criticize it for overspending and interference,
he said,

Mathews in St, Louis for the White House Conference,
said he senses hostility and disenchantment with institutions,
especially the Federal Government, and HEW in particular.

The youngest member of the President's Cabinet said
he will "open up'' his agency and try to establish a closer
partnership with State and local officials,

In a brief televised talk, Mathews touched on a number
of his department's concerns:

-- On education: look at educational expenditures as
a kind of economic capitalization,

-- On busing: "I believe the American people have a
commitment to a desegregated society. They don't want a
fragile unjust solution, "

As a Southerner who weathered a desegregation crisis
(at the University of Alabama), he said he feels ""compassion"
for those on both sides of the controversy.
-~ St, Louis Globe-Democrat (Sept. 13-14, 1975)
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HEW: General

Mathews Welcomes Public's Comments

HEW Secretary David Mathews has been in Washington
only a month but already can see the value getting out 'to
get a sense of country,"

Mathews was part of a Ford Administration team he
participated with Friday in an affair designed to get the
pulse of the country -- The White House Conference on
Domestic and Economics Affairs.

The former college president said he welcomed the
chance to read ''the minds and mood of the people. "

"One of the main problems is that government doesn't
do enough listening, " he said. '""When was the last time
you heard that HEW listens, instead of HEW says this, or
HEW sues on that?"

Speaking and listening on the part of Ford and eight
top aides with an audience of 800 community and business
leaders is just what took place.

"Only by going around the country to meetings like this,
by meeting people face to face and listening to what they
have to sav, can you really learn low'' to gauge the country's
mood, President Ford said in remarks at the Conference.

-- AP, St, Joseph News-Press (9/14/75)
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HEW: General

Explains Ford's Veto of Education Fund Proposal

President Ford's veto of a $7.9 billion education appro-
priation bill does not mean the President opposes education,
It means he is more concerned with holding down the budget,
said David Mathews, Secretary of Health, Education, and
Welfare.

Mathews was the opening speaker at the White House
Conference in St, Louis.

On the veto, which the Senate and the House overrode,
Mathews said, "I think the veto has to be understood in
light of the President's strong feeling that government
must exercise itself to bring the economy under control, "

Mathews said the President was "evenhanded' in other
vetoes that would escalate the budget.
-- AP, Neosho Daily News, Chillicothe Constitution-Tribune
(9/12/75)
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Justice: General

Death Penalty Would Back Up Police -- Justice Official

It is not right to ask police to risk their lives without

- giving them the protection of the death penalty as a deterrent
to would-be killers, Assistant Attorney General Richard L.
‘Thornburgh said at the Conference.

Thornburgh, who was recently appointed head of the
Criminal Division of the Justice Department, said the death
penalty also should be used in cases involving assassins and
paid killers.

He also called for stiffer penalties for those convicted
of crimes, particularly repeat offenders.

""One of the mistakes we have made is that we think we
can rehabilitate every criminal. There is no sense in wasting
our limited resources on five-time losers, ' he said.

At the same time, Thornburgh said, "more money must
be spent on rehabilitating those who are not yet hardened
criminals.

Richard D, Parsons, Associate Director of the Domestic
Council who appeared with Thornburgh, rejected a suggestion
that drug addicts be sold drugs legally in an effort to combat
the drug problem.

"I don't think the American public is willing to admit
defeat on this problem, " Parsons said, adding that all
- techniques had not been used. -- St, Louis Globe-Democrat
(September 13-14, 1975)
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Economics: ‘General

Budget Director Presents Spectre of 'Severe Recession'

Unless the American public and Congress begin to
restrain Federal spending, the Nation could be facing a
""'severe recession' in 1977 or 1978,

This gloomy prediction was made Friday by James T,
Lynn, Director of the Office of Management and Budget,
who was in St. Louis to participate in the White House
Conference.

Lynn noted that Congress had passed legislation that
would add another $3 billion deficit to the already $60 billion
deficit of the budget, Proposed legislation could easily drive
that figure up to $70 or $80 billion.

"Frankly this country can't stand that kind of figure , "
he said,

""When Secretary Simon goes to money markets to
borrow that kind of money, he competes with businessmen
who want to build new factories and with consumers who
want to buy new houses, "

"Every time the Government goes to the money market
we drive rates up and other people out,' he said,

Lynn said his office is taking a hard look at programs
with a view toward cutting administrative costs, eliminating
overlapping areas and particularly seeing if the program is
doing its job.

The Federal bureaucracy, he said, was handicapped by
not having the profit motive of business. He said this might
be substituted in Government by evaluation.,

-~ St. Louis Globe-Democrat (Sept. 13-14, 1975)
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Economics: General

Federal Budget Director Calls for Moderation

OMB Director James T. Lynn said few Americans today
realize that almost one-third of all spending is from all levels
of government, local, State and Federal.

Lynn, one of the featured speakers at the White House
Conference, said the U.S. must moderate its growth at all
levels of government, not cut them back as has been proposed
by some in Washington. He said a slight moderation could
lead to a balanced budget in three years.

Lynn said that one of the least understood facts about
Uncle Sam's expenditures today is a major increase in human
resource programs. He said that such programs now represent
51 percent of the total Federal budget, an increase of 500 percent
over the past 10 years.

He said that this year's 336 billion dollar budget could go
to 400 billion by next year unless Congressional spending is
moderated. -- Daily Dunklin Democrat, Kenneth, Mo. (9/12/75)
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Economics: General

Ford Theme: Slash Federal Spending

President Ford and a cluster of top Federal officials
advised community leaders to look more to local and State
government and the free enterprise system for solutions
to social problems.

They repeatedly stressed that more Federal programs
and higher Federal spending would fuel inflation and be
counterproductive.

The officials addressed 800 persons in a town-hall style
meeting that featured questions and answers.

The Regional Commerce and Growth Association, a
St. Louis area business organization, directed the local
efforts in setting up-the Conference. It featured participants
from an array of interest groups -- among them: business,
education, the bar, high school students, police and environ-
mental groups.

L. William Seidman, the President's top economic
adviser, and James T. Lynn, Director of OMB, said an
economic recovery from high unemployment was underway.

They said recovery could be wrecked if Congress continued
to establish new Federal programs and increased the money
for existing ones.

Seidman said, "In our democratic form of society, there
is a tendency for government to try to do all things for all
people. DPolitically this is attractive, but economically, it
is not feasible,'" -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch (9/13/75)




Energy: General

Zarb Says Congress Costs U,S, Jobs

Inaction by Congress on an energy policy the past five
years has cost this country a million new jobs, and a con-
tinuation of no action will cost another million jobs, according
to Frank G. Zarb, Federal Energy Administrator.

"This country has the potential to make itself self-
sufficient in energy but it will never be achieved if politics
‘keep upsetting attempts to find a sound, achievable policy, !
he said in St. Louis, ‘

Asked about Democratic charges that the Administration's
policy on decontrol will only produce higher prices, Zarb
replied:

_ "I think the average man on the street understands more
than many in Congress that the days of cheap energy are gone
forever." '

"Let's consider what our lack of national policy has cost
so far,'" he declared.

"Since 1971 the importation of foreign oil has doubled and
prices have increased 700 percent., The price of imported
0il has gone from $3 billion to $25 billion annually, And who's
paying the price? That $22 billion difference could have been
spent developing new sources in this country instead of enriching
foreign oil producers, " said Zarh,

He also declared that EPA and his agency are not in serious
conflict, -- St, Louis Globe-Democrat (Sept. 13-14, 1975)
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Energy:

General

Nation Must Face Reality On Energy

Probably one of the most productive aspects of the
Conference was the scheduled press conferences with
Administration officials,

Two of the more interesting personalities were
Frank Zarb, FEA, and David Mathews, HEW Secretary.
Zarb spoke with frankness, relating the work of his
department in clear, definite terms. Mathews, on the
other hand, spoke in such abstract fashion that it was
difficult to determine exactly what he was saying.

Zarb predicted a cold winter ahead for some parts
of the country, with shortages of natural gas expected to
curtail some industrial users, '

The research must be stepped up in the use of coal,
nuclear and solar power, Zarb said,
-~ Daily Banner News (9/18/75)
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Environment: General

Environmental-Energy Goals Called Compatible

National goals to clean up the environment have not
faltered because of energy crisis pressures to lift controls
on high pollution fuels, says Russell E, Train, Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency.

"All the polls we see say the public is not willing to see
environmental controls ripped off," Train said, '"The public
is insisting that we deal with energy and the environment
together. "

Many of the goals of our energy program are consistent
with environmental goals, he said.

He cited efforts to curb auto pollution which increases
gas mileage as an example,

During the Conferéence, Train was asked why environ-
mentalists are opposed to the development of nuclear power
plants when additional energy sources are in demand.

"I am not for a moratorium on nuclear power development, "
Train said, He also noted that the problems of nuclear waste
and plutonium safeguards still need to be solved before nuclear
power becomes a completely safe energy source.

-~ St. Louis Globe-Democrat (Sept. 13-14, 1975)
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Conference: General

Local Issues Discussed With Federal Officials

A number of fneetings took place between top Federal
officials and select private groups, including 35 area educators
and the Secretary of HEW,

Press coverage of these private sessions was not permitted.

William J. Baroody, Jr., Assistant to the President for
Public Liaison and the man in charge of the Conference, said
it was policy to bar the press from such meetings.

The policy is based on a belief that there is a freer
exchange of ideas without reporters being present, he said,

Baroody said the purpose of the Conference was to make
Administration officials more aware of public opinion, as
reflected by leaders in the community,

~His Office of Public Liaison was set up one year ago by
President Ford,

The office hopes to communicate with 12,000 private
organizations across the country just as thoroughly as the
White House communicates with Congress and the press,
he said.

In addition to the White House Conferences set up
around the country, Baroody's staff brings various groups
to confer regularly with Mr. Ford's assistants,

Making 'government more accessible to the people; to
bring about a better-informed Administration that will be
better able to form public policy, ' were cited by Baroody
as goals of his office. -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch (9/12/75)
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Conference: General

St. Louis Woman.Takes Top Ford Aides To Task

Mrs. Freddie Brown, wearing a brightly colored
dashiki dress, brought a touch of irreverence to Friday's
White House Conference.

Three times, Mrs. Brown stood up to needle, josh
and question some of the country's most influential policy-
makers. She never got a chance to unload a question on
President Ford.

Mrs. Brown didn't agree with the answers she got,
but when the Conference had ended, she like almost every
other participant, thought the day was worthwhile.

""Even though it cost me 20 bucks, ' she said, '"it was
a good chance to tell them what was on my mind, "

At one point, she miispronounced the name of Assistant
Attorney General Richard L. Thornburgh, calling him
"Thorn (pause) bull, "

Finally Mrs. Brown took on EPA Administrator
Russell E, Train and challenged him to spend more time
on problems of the environment in the inner city,

"Shouldn't we have preservation of the human being in
addition to the yellow-bellied sapsucker?' she asked.

Few participants in the all-day conference spoke out as
aggressively as Mrs. Brown, but the opportunity was there
if they wanted to,

Many participants managed to corner an official offstage
for a few moments of conversation. -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch

(9/14/75)
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PROGRAM (cont.)

2:55 P. M, ENERGY
Remarks/Questions and Answers
Frank G, Zarb

4:00 P.M. INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT
Christopher S. Bond, Governor of Missouri

© ADDRESS AND QUESTION AND ANSWERS
BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Program Moderator and Conference Chairman
William J. Baroody, Jr.
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Miscellaneous

SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS

Advertising Club of Greater St. Louis
Arts & Education Council of Greater St, Louis
Associated Industries of Missouri
Higher Education Coordinating Council of Metropolitan St. Louis
Missouri American Revolution Bicentennial Commission
The Missouri Bar
Missouri Federation of Women's Club
Missouri Press Association
Missouri State Medical Association
Regional Forum -- East-West Gateway
Coordinating Council
St., Liouis O,I1.C.
St. Liouis Police Officers Association
St. Louis Regional Commerce and Growth Association
Sierra Club -- Ozark Chapter
Urban League of St, Louis
Vocational Industrial Clubs of America -~ Missouri Chapter
Women's Crusade Against Crime
World Trade Club of St, Louis
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Miscellaneous

ADMINISTRATION PARTICIPANTS

GERALD R. FORD
President of the United States

David Mathews
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare

James T, Lynn
Director, Office of Management and Budget

L. William Seidman
Assistant to the President for Economic Affairs

Fyrank G. Zarb
Administrator, Federal Energy Adrministration

Russell E. Train
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency

William J. Baroody, Jr.
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison

Roderick M, Hills
Counsel to the President

Richard L. Thornburgh
Assistant Attorney General, Department of Justice

Richard G. Parsons
Associate Director, Domestic Council

v

Stanley S, Scott
Special Assistant to the President for Minority Affairs








