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BASIC SPEECH ON CRIME AKD DRUG ABUSE

Millions of our citizens, including the elderly and poor,
lock themselves up in their homes, fearing violence. I would
instead lock up the criminals who make them afraid.

A legal system that is exploited by the criginal but ignores

o
his victim is sadly out of balance. I ask your help and that
of all Americaps in restoring that balance.

The primary duty of Government is to protect the law-abiding
citizen in the peaceful purspit of liberty and happiness. The

Preamble to our Constitution puts the obligation to insure domestic-:

tranquility in the same category as providing for the common

defense.

We recall in this Bicentennial year that our Founding

Fathers adhered to the dictum of John Locke: "Where there is

no law, there is no freedom." The over-whelming majority of

Americans are law-abiding citizens. It is a small, hard core

of law-breakers who commit a very large proportion of all crimes.

A recent study in one major metropolitan area recently



showed that within one single year more than 200 burglaries,

60 rapes and 14 murders were committed by only ten individuals.

.

Most serious crimes are committed by repeaters. Such ériminals
duly tried and convicted must be removed from our society for
a definite period of time.

A lawfabiding majority also has its right and, as Chief
Executive, I intend to see that those rights are given full
weight on the scales of justice in America,

With very few exceptions, I strongly advocate mandatory
minimum sentences for individuals who committed crimes or offenses
involving the use of a dangerous weapon or.who commit such grave
offenses as aircraft hijacking, kidnapping and dealing in hard
drugs, and for repeated offenders who commit Federal crimes that
harm or endanger others,

Too many violent and habitual criminals are convicted but
never spend a single day in prison. The lack of certainty tempts

the mugger and, yes, even the murderer. We must shorten their



odds 1if we are to deter lavbreazkers.

The way to reduce criminal use of handguns is not tg éis~
arm law-abiding citizens. The way to reduce criminal use og‘
handguns is to impose mandatory sentences for gun crimes, to
make it harder to obtain Saturday Night Specialé and to concentrate
on gun con?rol in high crime areas.

Last July, I recommended to the Congress a bill to achieve
these objectives, and I urge and strqngly advocate action by the
Congress to act immediately and without harrassing the lawful
gun owner.

The vast majority of victims of violent crime throughout
the United States are the poor, the old, the children, the most
defenseless of our fellow citizens,

When people fear for their physical safety, they are
rightfully afraid to use our streets. They lose their inherent

freedom to come and go as they please, a right that I think is

very important to all of us.



The violent crime that plagues Americans is essentially
within the £ea1m of State and local Government. But, the‘Federal
Government will assert its maximuﬁ role under the Constitution
to fight érime within its jurisdiction. The increasing abuse
of hard drugs contributes to the soaring crime rate.®

The time has come to step up our fight, sharpen the weapons
in our arsenal and launch a new and far more aggressive attack
against this insiduous enemy. The cost of drug abuse to this
Nation is staggering.

Every year more than 5,000 Americans die from direct
drug-related causes. Every year more than 170,000 injuries
can be directly traced to érugs. Every year the problem of
drug abuse costs up to 17 billion dollars.

Significantly, the greatest bulk of this 17 billion dollars
is money lost through crime, Law enforcement officials estimate

that up to one-~half robberies, muggings, burglaries and other

forms of'property crimes are committed by addicts to support



their expensive and debilitatiné habit.

Frankly, despite all the rhetoric of recent years, ¥ do
not believe that we have yet succeeded in making it tough eﬁ;ugh
for drug traffickers,

As far as I am concerned, and I think this isthared by
virtually.everybody in the Congress, the House, as well as the
Senate, the people who traffic in ﬁard drugs are nothing less
than merchants of death and should be put behind bars for a
long, long, long time.

Yet the Justice Department studies show that more thamn a
quarter of those convicted of narcotics trafficking do not spend
a single day in jail. The extraordinary laxity that sometimes
exist was illustrated just last month in a case when law enforce-
ment officers arrested 31 people, most of whom were major vio-
lators responsible for very large shipments of heroin into the

United States, 19 of those arrested were immediately freed on

a 500 dollar personal recognizant bond, even though their offenses



were punishable by 15 years in jail,

All but two of the 19 had long, long arrest reco;ds, apd
one was on parole for narcotics offense -- unforgiveable, commf
pletely indefensible.

I believe that we have to close legal 1oopholesgthat permit

traffickers to escape the Federal penitentiary.
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BASIC SPEECH ON CRIME AND DRUG ABUSE

X\A A leading feature of the American Revolution was its devotion
\

to justice un&er law. Once one gets past those two glorious opening
paragraphs, the Declaration of Independence reads very much like a legal
brief.

Our revolutionary leaders heeded John Liocke's teaching:
”Where there is no law, there is no freedom. "

Law rnakes human society possible, It pledges safety to
every member so that the company of fellow human beings‘ can be a blessing
instead of a threat. Where law exists and is respected, and is fairly
enforced, trust replaces fear,

Do we provide thé.t, domestic tranquility which the Constitution
seeks? If we take the crime rafzes as ax; indication, the answer has to be no.

The number of violent crimes rises steadily and we have recently

suffered the national disgrace of lawbreaking in high places. Violent crimes

on our streets and in our homes makes fear pervasive. They strike at the



roots of community life. They sever the bonds that link us as fellow
citizens. They make citizens fear each other.
The time has come for society to act in-its own self-defense.

H

I favor the use of the death pena?ity in the Federél criminal
system in accordance with proper Constitutional standards. The death
penalty in appropriate instances should be imposed upon the conviction
Vof éabota.ge, murder, espionage and treason. Of course, the maximum
penalty should not be applied if there is dufress or impaired mental
capacity or similar ex#enuating circumstances. But in murders involving
substantial danger to the national security, or when the defendant is a
coidblooded hired killer, the ls;se of capital punishment is fully justified.

We realize today that pas sivij:y and permissiveness invite crime
and that the certainty of punishment prevents crime, and I mean positive,

swift and just punishment. But the criminal justice system need not be

vindictive to be effective,



As President, I will give no co’m,fort to those who make false
allegations of police brutality but excuse the real brutality that exists in
America today, the brutality of hoodlums in the streets of our cities
throughout America.

I have no patience with those who would protray the viclent
criminal as the helpless victim of society when such offenders are actually
ranti- social crimix;als\./

Millions of our citizens, including the elderly and poor, lock
themselves up in the?.r homes, fearing violence. I would instead lock up
the criminals who make them afraid.

A legal syst‘em that is exploited by the criminal but ignores his
victim is sadly out of balance. I ask your help and that of all Americans
in restoring that balance.

| The responsibility of local officials in dealing with the alarming

iR,

increase in violent crime is primazii%y under our Constitution. Yet, crime

is so pervasive that it can be brought under control only by the concerted
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efforts of all levels of Government -- Federal, State and local, by the
closest possible cooperation among the Executive, Legislative and Judicial

Branches and by non partisan political unity again/si; a common enemy.\‘%‘
: P |

The primary duty of Government is to protect the law-abiding
~—
citizen in the peaceful pursuit of liberty and happiness. The Preamble to
our Constitution puts the obligation to insure domestic tranquility in the
same category as providing for the common defense.

We recall in this Bicentennial year that our Founding Fathers
adhered to the dictum of John Locke: '"Where there is no yl'aw, there is no
freedom.'" The over-whelming majority of Americans are law-abiding
cifizens. It is 2 small, hard core of law-breakers who commit a very large
proportion of all crimes.

A recent study in one major metropolitan area recently showed
that wi;thin one single year more than 200 burglaries, 60 rapes and 14 murders
were cormmmitted by only ten individuals. Most serious crimes are committed

by repeaters. Such criminals duly tried and convicted must be removed from

our society for a definite period of time,



A law-abiding majority also has its right and, as Chief
Executive, I intend to see that those rights are given full weight on the
scales of justice in America. -

With very few exceptions, I strongly advocate.méndatory
minimum sentences for indivi&ualys who committed crimes or offenses
involving the use of a déngerbus weapon or who cimmit such grave offenses
- as aircraft hijacking, kidnapping and dealing in hard drugs, and for repeated
offenders who commit Federal crimes that harm or endanger others.

Too many violent and habitual criminals are convicted but
never spend a single day in prison. The lack of certainty tempts the mugger
aﬁd, yes, even the murderer. We must shorten their odds if we are to
deter lawaeakers.

The way to reduce criminal use of handguns is not to disarm
law-abiding citizens. The way to reduce ‘crizninal use of handguns is\to

impose mandatory sentences for gun crimes, to make it harder to obtain

Saturday Night Specials and to concentrate on gun control in high crime areas.



Last July, I recormmended to the Congress a bill to achieve
these objectives, and I urge and strongly advocate action by the Congress
to act immediately and without harrassing the lawful gun owner.

The vast majority of victims of violent crime throughout
the United States are the poor, the old, the children, the most defenseless
of our fellow citizens.

When people fear for their physical safety, they are rightfully
afraid to use our streets. They lose their inherent freedom to come and
go as they please, a right ﬁhat I think is very important to all of us.

The violent crime that plagues Americans is essentially within
the realm of State and local Government. But, the Federal Government
will assert its maximum role under the ponstitution to fight crime within
its jurisdiction. The increasing abuse of hard drugs contributes to the
soaring crime rate.’

The time has come to step up our fight, sharpen the weapons in

our arsenal and launch a new and far more aggressive attack against this
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insiduous enemy. The cost of drug abuse to this Nation is staggering,

¢
s

. and I had the benefit of the various agencies and departments in the Govern-
ment give me a two-hour briefing earlier this week, and the information,

AY
the facts are unbelievable. . }
- i
-

e

Every year more than 5,000 Americans die from direct
drug-related causes. Every year more than 170,000 injuries can be
directly traced to drugs. Every year the problem of drug abuse costs
up to 17 billion dollars.

Significantly, the greatest bulk of this 17 billion dollars is
money lost through crime. Law enforcement officials estimate that up to
one-half robberies, muggings, burglaries and other forms of property
crimes are committed by addicts to support their expensive and
debilitating habit.

{"/
z And I pledge to you tonight that we will spare no effort to
I
t
crush the meance of drug abuse.

Clearly, as we look at the picture today, our first defense
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must be directed at our own borders to clamp down on the illegal flow

of drugs from foréign sources, And since 80 to 90 percent of the current
flow of heroin comes across the Mexican border, having been moved
from what had previously been the case with Turkey and éeveral other
countries, we must begin our crackdown there.

But, our efforts must not stop there. We must also accelerate
our law enforcement efforts here throughout our own country.w

Frankly, despite all the rhetoric of recent years, I do not
believe that we have yet succeeded in making it tough enough for drug
traffickers.

As far as I am concerned, and I think this is shared by
virtually everybody in the Congress, the House, as well as the Senate,
the people who traffic in hard drugé are nothing less than merchants of
death ané‘ should be put behind bars for a long, long, long time.

Yet the Justice Department studies show that more than a

quarter of those convicted of narcotics trafficking do not spend a single

day in jail. The extraordinary laxity that sometimes exist was
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illustrated just last month in a case when law enforcement officers
arrensted 31 people, most of whom were major violators responsible for

very large shipments of heroin into the United States, 19 of those arrested
/

were immediately freed on a 500 dollar personal recognizant bond, even
though their offenses were punishable by 15 years n; jail.

All but two of the 19 had long, long arrest records, and one
was on parole for narcotics offense -- unforgiveable, completely
indefensible.

I believe that we have to close lega}. loopholes that permit
vtraffickers t§ escape the Federal penitentiary. Those who live off the

misery of others must pay the price, and the higher the price, the better,

as I see it.

# # # #
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BASIC SPEECH ON CRIME_AND DRUG ABUSE

Millions of our citizens, including the elderly and poor,
lock themselves up in their homes, feafing violence. I wodld'
instead lock up the criminals who make them afraid.

A legal system that is exploited by the criminal but ignores
his victim is sadly out of balance. I ask your helpgaﬁd that
of all Americans in restoring that balance.

The primary duty of Government is to protect the law-abiding
citizen in the peaceful purspit of liberty and happiness. The
Preamble to our Constitution puts the obligation to insure domestic -
tranquility in the same category as providing for the common
defense,

We recall in this Bicentennial year that our Founding
Fathers adhered to the dictum of John Locke: "Where there is
no law, there is no freedom." The over-whelming majority of
Americans are law-abiding citizens, It is a small, hard core

of law-breakers who commit a very large proportion of all crimes.

A recent study in one major metropolitan area recently
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showed that within one single year more than 200 burglaries,

60 rapes and 14 murders were committed by only ten individgals.
Most serious crimes are committed by repeaters. Such Criminéis
duly tried and convicted must be removed from our society for

a definite period of time.

A lawfabiding majority also has its right and, as Chief
Executive, I intend to see that those rights are given full
weight on the scales of justice in America.

With very few exceptions, I strongly advocate mandatory
minimum sentences for individuals who committed crimes or offenses
involving the use of a dangerous weapon or who commit such grave
offenses as aircraft hijacking, kidnapping and dealing in hard
drugs, and for repeated offenders who commit Federal crimes that
harm or endanger others.,

Too many violent and habitual criminals are convicted but
never spend a single day in prison. The lack of certainty tempts

the mugger and, yes, even the murderer. We must shorten their



odds 1if we are to deter lavwbreakers,
The way to reduce criminal use of handguns is not to dis-

arm law—-abiding citizens. The way to reduce criminal use of

handguns is to Impose mandatory sentences for gun crimes, to

make it harder to obtain Saturday Night Specials and to concentrate

on gun conFrol in high crime areas.

Last July, I recommended to_the Congress a bill to achieve
these objectives, and I urge and strongly advocate action by the
Congress to act immediately and without harrassing the lawful
gun owner.

The vast majority of victims of vioclent crime throughout
the United States are the poor, the old, the children, the most
defenseless of our fellow citizens,

When people fear for their physical safety, they are
rightfully afraid to use our streets. They lose their inherent
freedom to come and go as they please, a right that I think is

very important to all of us.



The violent crime that plagues Americans 1s essentially

.~

within the realm of State and local Government. But, the Federal
Government will assert its maximum role under the Constitut;on
to fight crime within its jurisdiction. The increasing abuse
of hard drugs contributes to the scaring crime rate.®

The time has come to step up our fight, sharpen the weapons
in our arsenal and launch a new and far more aggressive attack
against this insiduous enemy. The cost of drug abuse to this
Nation is staggering.

Every year more than 5,000 Americans die from direct
drug~related causes. Every year more than 170,000 injuries
can be directly traced to drugs. Every year the problem of
drug abuse costs up to 17 billion dollars.

Significantly, the greatest bulk of this 17 billion dollars
is money lost through crime. Law enforcement officials estimate

that up to one~half robberies, muggings, burglaries and other

forms of property crimes are committed by addicts to support



their expensive and degilitating habit.

Frankly, despite all the rhetoric of recent years, ? do
not believe that we have yet succeeded in making it tough eﬁ;ugh
for drug traffickers.

As far as I am concerned, and I think this isqshared by
virtually.everybody in the Congress, the House, as well as the
Senate, the people who traffic in hard drugs are nothing less
than merchants of death and should be put behind bars for a
long, long, long time,.

Yet the Justice Department studies show that more than a
quarter of those convicted of nércotigs trafficking do not spend
a single day in jail. The extraordinary laxity that sometimes
exist waé illustrated just last month in a case when law enforce-

ment officers arrested 31 people, most of whom were major vio-

lators responsible for very large shipments of heroin into the

United States, 19 of those arrested were immediately freed on

a 500 dollar personal‘recognizant bond, even though their offenses



were punishable by 15 years in jail.

All but two of the 19 had long, long arrest recotds, aéd
one was on pardle for narcotics offense -- unforgiveable, com-ﬁ
pletely indefensible,

I believe that we have to close legal loophoieSchat permit

traffickers to escape the Federal penitentiary.,
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BASIC SPEECH ON THE AGING

For more than 40 years, through the vehicle of Social Security
and other programs, America has made a firm commitment of support
for older citizens of our society.

I pledge to you this morning that I will continue to uphold that
commitment. In recent years, there has been dramatic progress in our
efforts to meet the continuing needs of America's older generation. But,
I want to do better, and with your help and with the help of the Congress,
I will, and I am sure we will.

As President, I intend to do everything in my power to help
our Nation demonstrate its deep concern for the dignity .and the well being
of our older generations. For those who need our help we have already
a number of Federal programs provinding assistance in a variety of ways.

The Social Security program, the largest of its kind in this

world, will pay almost 83 billion dollars to more than 32 million Americans

in fiscal year 1977. That is more than a 10 billion dollar increase over

the current year.
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Now, let me assure you of one thing very emphatically.

My Administration fully intends to preserve the integrity and the solvency of

the Social Security system for your benefit and that of all working Americans,

men and women, now as well as in the future.

I think that is good news, but now let's have some bad news.

This year it is projected that the Social Security Trust Fund

will run a deficit of about 3 billion dollars. Next year, unless my reforms

are adopted, we will run a deficit of 3.5 billion dollars. If this trend °~

continues, there will no be Social Security for old or young.

As long as I am President, we are going to keep Social Security

protection and every other retirement program strong, sound and certain,

and we will do it.

In addition to the Social Security program, we are continuing

our strong commitment to benefit programs for more than three million

railroad, military and Federal Government employees. Of course, that

means we will do the same job for the veterans who live here and live



elswhere in 49 other States.

After many, many years of sacrifice and hard work, you have
contributed to America. You have earned the respect, and you have earned
more than the prospect of poverty in your retirement years.

In my budget, the Supplemental Security Income program, or
SSI, will pay almost 6 billion dollars in Federal benefits to more than five
million disabled and disadvantaged older Americans in 1977.

Let's be frank. The;-e have been some problems with this -
program, as you probably know, because the SSI replaced a great number
of Federal assisted State programs and inevitably there was some confusion
in the process.

> We have already begun to take extensive steps to correct these
problems, and we will make sure that if any American qualifies for these
benefits, he or she will get them, period.

Those who don't qualify won't be taking money that you should

have. In the field of health care, ' >cleral Medicare program in 1976
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will provide more than 17 billion dollars for the health care of 24 million

older and disabled Americans.

But, there are flows in this program, which actually help

raise the cost of your medical care and which fail to protect you adequately

against the economic burdens of prolonged illness.

I have proposed major improvements in the Medicare program

to make it serve you better. One of the most important improvements is

the creation of a system of health insurance that would pay all but a very

small fraction of the catastrophic cost of complex or extended care and

treatment.

I don't have to tell you that medical treatment is very, very

expensive today. Hospital costs have risen by more than 200 percent since

1965, to an average cost of 128 dollars per day. If you have to stay in a

hospital or a nursing home or under doctor's care for a very, very long time,

it puts an incredible strain on your lifetimeé savings and on your peace of

nind, and that strain is felt by your loved ones as well.



All of us know of cases in which someone in the family or a
close friend or a member of your church has been stricken with an illness
that lingers on and on and on. We know of the pain and of the heartache
associated with a prolonged illness.

We know that being sick and bedridden for a long, long time
is bad enough without having a person's income and life savings dwindle
away as the medical bills keep piling up.

This must not continue, and it won't, with my program.

Let me put it this way. There is no reason that older
Americans should have to go broke just to get well or stay well in the
United States of America. Under my proposal the individuals' contribution
would gbd up slightly, but consider what the increase would provide.

Nobody eligible for Medicare would have to pay more than
500 dollars a year for hospital or nursing home care, and this does nst
mean that you pay the first 500 dollars of your total cost. You would pay

only 10 percent of the toizl co:zt, or 500 dollars, whichever is less, and
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the maxirnu;'xz annual cost to you for covered.doctor‘s services would be
250 dollars or 20 percent, whichever i; less.

Medicare would pay the rest, whether it costs 1, 000 dollars
or 10,000 dollars or 50,000 dollars. It is a good program, and we are
going to make it.

If the Congress passes my progrkam, the ruinous economic
burden of catastrophic illness is one thing you will never have to worry
about again. Another of my programs would consolidate 16 Federal health
programs, including Medicare, into a single 10 billion dollar block grant
program to the States.

If we can consolidate these programs, we ca‘.n make them more
humang and more effective. We can improve the services that they provide
to you and millions like you, and we can get those services to more people
who really, really need them.

Programs of this kind, despite some abuses, do a tremendous
amount of good. ¥or some of our neighbors, they provide the means for life

itself.



-l

It is all too easy to say thatthe Federal Government is too big,
that this program and that program ought to be cut out of the Federal budgeﬁs
tossed back to the States to cope with, if their taxpayers will permit it.
It is not that simple, and you know it and I know it.
I am concerned, as you are, about the growth of the Federal
budgeé. I have been fighting to hold down the Federal budget in a
responsible way. I have been trying to get co‘ntrol of the inflation which has
done so much economic damage to all Americans. During 1974, when I~
became President, inflation was ranging at an annual rate of more than
12 percent, eating away at everybody's buying power but absolutely devouring
the livelihood of people on fixed incomes.
; have used my Constitutional power, that of veto, 49 times
since becoming President, trying to hold down the level of Federal spending,
trying to break the back of inflation. To hold down the cost of living, we

must hold down the cost of Government. It is just that simple.



We made some very encouraging progress with these vetoes,
saving the taxpayers about 13 billion dollars. The inflation rate that was
12 percent has been cut by more than half.

That is progress, real progress, that helps especially people
on fixed incomes more than anybody else in our society.

I want to drive that point home. This is more good news in our
fight against inflation, and we are going to keep the pressure on, and we
are going to be successful.

America is getting back to work, and we are going to make better
and better and better progress in reducing unemployment. But, there is so
much more that we have to do. I want all Americans, young or old, black
or white, rich or poor, to live in dignity and security and in peace.

I think it is time we remember how richly blessed this Nation is.
You, or many of you, in this audience have seen much of America's
phenomenal progress with your own eyes. In the space of your lifetime,
man has taken himself from the horse and buggy and explored the far

reaches of space.
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Diseases which were once crippling and killing millions of
Americans have now been conquered. America's population has more than
doubled since 1910. Life expectancy, which in 1910 was only 50 years, is
today more than 71 years.

The Gross National Product, the index of our total production,
is now seven times greater than it was in 1910. To put it another way, the
strength and growth of the American economy provides the average
American living today with three and one-half times more in goods and
services than Americans enjoyed in 1910.

No other generation of Americans has achieved such growth,
and all of us thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

e  The fact is that you your generation, has been the greatest
pioneer of progress and change in the entire history of the human race.

But, some things thankfully have not changed at all. We are
still a people in America with love of freedom, and after 200 years that
love is undiminished. We are still a Nation ! cd to progress and pe:

in the world. We are still a Nation of compassion.
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We are still; as Lincoln called us a century ago, '""The last, best hope of
earth. "

The United States is a great country, the greateét in the world.
You helped to make it that way, and this Nation will never, never, never
forget you contribution, past, present or future.

We will never forget the lession which President Eisenhower
taught us from the wisdom of his years. "America is not good because
it is great'" -- the President said -- "America is great because it is gecod. "

Thank you very much.



" BASIC AGRICULTURE SPEECH

I am always grateful for the opportunity to speak a word of
praise for the American farmer.

Earl Butz has called the American farmer 'the miracle man
of the 20th century, ' and I couldn't agree more.

The American farmer is more efficient, more skilled, more
advanced, and more productive than any other farmer in any other nation
of the world. And it's high time you got as much out of your work as you
put into it.

The farm policies of my administration are designed to achieve
that goal, and the record shows that those' policies have Peen a success.

Let me explain my policies in the simple terms of what I favor
and what I oppose.

I am in favor of productivity and prosperity on the farms of
‘America.

I am in favor of the farm policies which yielded a record 21. 6

billion dollar agricultural export market last year -- and will be about



22 billion dé)llars this year.

I am in favor of policjes which will enable you to export an
estimated 3.1 billion bushels of wheat and feed grain -- an all-time record --
in the current marketing year.

I am in favor of the policies which over the last three years,
have produced the highest net farm income in America's history.

That outstanding record is due to two things.

First, it's due to some very hard work on the part of the American
farmer.

And second, we've let the farmer rely on the marketplayce, rather
than depend on the Government.

This new freedom, with its competition, its incentives, and its
capacity for expansion and flexibility, has worked -- both to the farmer's
benefit and to the benefit of our overall agricultural strength and economic

growth.

I am firmly opposed to the Government holding your reserves

in a government bin or warehouse.
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I am firmly opposed to a2 government board selling your exports.
I want our export trade to stay in private hands.

I am firmly opposed to any international reserve that would
put your farm products under the control of an international body where this
country could be out-voted by fifty to one -- or even by one hundred to one.

I am firmly opposed to subsidized imports. I don't want
American farmers having to compete with the treasuries of foreign
governments.

The American farmer's market today reaches to the far corners
of the world -- and a world at peace is the American farmer's very best
assurance that this global market will be open to his produce.

" ‘We have concluded a long-term agreement for grain sales to
the Sox}iet Union, which calls for the sale of at least 6 million tons of corn
and wheat every year between 1976 and 1980.

Because of this and other agreements, you exports prospects

will no longer be caught in what has been literally a '"feast or famine' cycle.
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Instead, those prospects will be as steady and as reliable and as
profitable as we can make them. Your profits are America's profits,
and thanks to you, we are enjoying our best balance of international trade.in
years.

Foreign agricultural sales thus far in the 1970's are two and a
half times greater than they were a decade ago.

All Americans, and millions of people throughout the world,
owe the American farmer a special debt of gratitude and plenty of praise
for your outstanding record of performance and production.

On their behalf, I thank you most sincerely. But no one
praises you more often, or with more genuine respect and affection, than
my Secr"etary of Agriculture and my g>ood friend, Earl Butz.

I have appointed Secretary Butz as chairman of my new cabinet-
level agricultural policy committee, which will have the central role in

developing and directing our nation's food policies, both foreign and domestic.
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In addition, we still have a great many committees, sponsored
by the Department of Agriculture, through which farmers give us
guidance on everything from grazing problems to commodities and research
activities.

The American farmer is as indispensable in this role as he is
in tilling his own soil and harvesting his own crop.

Earlier in this century, the American farmer seemed to be a
vanishing breed. For too long, migration from America's farms and fields
threatened to leave rural America in decay and in poverty.

I am glad to see that confidence has returned to .our rural areas,
that more young people are coming into agriculture, and that the enrollments
in our #gricultural colleges are running at an all-time high.

To further encourage the revitalization of rural America, I have
proposed increasing the estate-tax exemption from 60, 000 to 150, 000 dollars;

stretching out estate tax payments, at low interest rates, over a 25-year

period; and exempting from ta:zation the transfer of assets bet

(]

and wife.
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These proposals will help save the American family farm,
which has always been one of the basic elements in our free American socisety.
We must preserve it for our children and their children.

Frkom the rural beginnings of America 200 years ago, poets,
painters and politicians have celebrated the virtues of the American farmer.

In this modern, industrial era, the American farmer remains
one of our nation's greatest natural resources. I am confident that as long
as American agriculture remains strong, America herself will be strong
and free and prosperous.

Thank you very much.

# # # #
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ECONOMY BASIC SPEECH
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According to a basic rule of logic, if we want to see clearly where we are,
it often is helpful to look back upon where we have been.

I want to apply that appraisal to the subject of my talk today,
which is our Nation's economy, for a little more than a year ago, many
were saying our economy was nearing collapse.

The situation was serious: Hosewives found higher prices on
supermarket food shelves almost every month. Because of the Arab oil
embargo, gasoline prices had skyrocketed. Interest rates had climbed
steadily upward. Far too many Americans were laid off, and could not
find new jobs.

{t was, in fact, the bottom of our worst recession in 40 years,
and if there ever was a time to push the panic button that was it. In Congress
and elsewhere, the economy's downturn set off a clamor for emergency
Federal grants and subsidies, for bigger government programs and higher

™y

government spending. sive Federal intervention, many said, could

prevent an economic idsaster
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My Administration did not panic. We resisted big spending programs
that would have caused larger Federal deficits and more destructive inflation.
We rejected the mindless techniques of the quick-fix and the shot in the arm.

Instead, I pursued a calm, steady policy designed to ensure
America's economic health not for a month or a year, but for the long term.

I had faith that the. American system of private enterprise would regain its
strength, and as a result we meet today -- not in the gloom of a recession --
but in the full surge of economic recovery.

Everything that is supposed to be going up is going up, and everything
that should be coming déwn is coming down. Our system is working, and
America's future looks brighter every day.

A ye?,r ago, the annual rate of inflation had reached 12 percent.
We've cut that to less than 3 percent -- a reduction of fully 75 percent.

A year ago, we heard predictions that the unemployment rate would
reach 10 percent. The latest figures place it an 7 and one-half percent -- still

but proof that we'rz moving in the right direction. For example,

2 million 600 thousand more men and women are working today than were
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employed a yea:r ago. I want to be satisfied until every American who wants
a job can find a job -- a rewarding, permanent job with a future.

Other economic indicators document the extent of our Nation's
recovery: Retaily sales are up more than 17 percent, the personal spendable
income of American families has increased at the annual rate of 2 billim dollars.
Most heartening of all, the index of consumer confidence is double what it
was a year ago.

Our economic recovery was no accident. It didn't just happen.

The firm policies of my Administration made it happen, because I forced the
Congress to abandon or cutback reckless Federal spending programs.

My principal weapon was the veto. I have vetoed .48 bills sent
to me by C:)ngress so far this year, and 39 of my vetoes were sustained.
Those vetoes saved the American taxpayers 13 billion dollars -- an average
savings of almost 200 dollars for every American household.

The Congress and the American people should know that in this
battle of thc‘a budget I am on the taxpayers' side, and in defense of the taxpayer

*I fully intend to use my veto power again and again and again.
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I believe the American people do not want higher taxes to pay for
dubious or discredited social welfare programs, they want lower taxes
and more take-home pay. They do not want more meddling and intervention
by a mas sive bureaucracy, they want a responsive government that is truly
answerable to the needs of our citizens.

I want you to know that I'm with you all the way. I supported the
tax reduction that took effect last year, and I am urging the Congress to agree
to 2 new, 10 billion dollar tax reduction to go into effect July 1.

Many of the bills I vetoed were rejected because they would have
authorized unwarranted extensions of government regulations and interference
in American businesses and in our lives. I believe that our government can anq
should help individuals and businesses when it is necessary but otherwise the
bureaucrats should stand back and let the American people get on with the job.
For a government big enough to give you everything you want is a government
big enough to take from you everything you have.

yroken the back of the recession, and my Administratio:



achieved that without breaking the Federal treasury. We're en route

to a new prosperity for our Nation, and I want to hold fast to the course I
have set. I have confidence that our system of free enterprise is the best
everﬁdevised; that it can and will sustain our free and open society.

That is the challenge before us in our Bicentennial Year --
to show the world that the United States is truly a land of progress, of
prosperity and peace.

This is the year that we can show what our democracy can do; )
that we Americans can recover from hard times and through our own efforts
make our country work even better than it had before.

If we fail, we may not get another chance. But if we succeed,

our Bicenténnial Year will truly be a year to remember.

Thank you very much.
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BASIC SPEECH ON TAX CUTS

For many Americans, the way to a healthy, non-inflationary
economy has become increasingly apparent. The Government must stop
spending so much and stop borrowing so much of our money. More money
must remain in private hands where it will do the most good.

To hold down the cost of living, we must hold down the cost
of Government. In the past decade, the Federal budget has been growing
at an average rate of over 10 percent a year. My proposed budge-t for =
the coming fiscal year cuts this rate of gro