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Padre Staples Mall Shopping Center, Corpus Chr.isti, Texas 
Tuesday, April 20, 1976 

All of my life I've heard about the warm and friendly 

people of Texas, and I want you to know that two days in the state 

have made a believer out of me. I've been lucky to have close 

friends from Texas, and now I can appreciate their enthusiasm for 

their home state. 

I'm absolutely delighted to be in Corpus and to have a chance 

to visit with you. I've found in the past few months of traveling 

that malls are like courthouse squares were in the past--good places 

to meet people and talk a little politics. 

Texas has just a fabulous political history, and I'm down 

here hoping to encourage you to add a new page to that history. I 

hope you'll vote in the Republican primary. I'll bet you can 

guess my favorite candidate--my husband. Primaries are an important 

part of our election process, and Texas is a very important primary 

for President Ford. 

You have a chance in Texas to speak out about the job my 

husband is doing for our country. I really hope you'll do that--

by voting in the Republican primary. 
L 

Texas is a big state physically an~---and I hope 

it's going to be a big state for Gerald Ford. 
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MRS FORD'S REMARKS 

PADRE STAPLES MAll SHOPPING CENTER 

CORPUS CHRISTI 

April 20, 1976 



I.ALL MY LIFE PVE HEARD ABOUT 

THE WARM AND FRIENDLY PEOPLE OF TEXAS, 

AND I WANT YOU TO KNOW 

THAT TWO DAYS IN THE STATE 

HAVE MADE A BEll EVER OUT OF ME. 



2.I'VE BEEN LUCKY TO HAVE 

CLOSE FRI ENDS FROM TEXAS, 

AND NOW I CAN APPREC lATE 

THEIR ENTHUSIASM FOR THEIR HOME STATE. 



I'M ABSOLUTELY DELIGHTED TO BE IN CORPUS 3. 

AND TO HAVE A CHANCE 


TO VI SIT WITH YOU. 


I'VE FOUND IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS OF TRAVELING 


THAT MALLS ARE LIKE COURTHOUSE SQUARES 


WERE I N THE PAST--

GOOD PLACES TO MEET PEOPLE 


AND TALK A L1n"LE POLITICS. 




4.
TEXAS HAS JUST A FABULOUS POLITICAL HISTORY. 

AND 11M DOWN HERE 

HOPING TO ENCOURAGE YOU 

TO ADD A NEW PAGE TO THAT HISTORY. 

I HOPE YOUlll VOTE IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 

, Illl BET YOU CAN GUESS 

MY FAVORITE CANDIDATE ---MY HUSBAND. 



5. : 
PRIMARIES ARE AN IMPORTANT PART 


OF OUR ELECTION PROCESS, 


AND TEXAS I S A VERY IMPORTANT PRIMARY 


FOR PRES IDENT FO RD. 




6.YOU HAVE A CHANCE IN TEXAS 

TO SPEAK OUT ABOUT THE JOB 

MY HUS BAND I S DO ING FOR OU R COU NTRY. 

I REALLY HOPE YOUfLL DO THAT--

BY VOTING IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY. 



7.
TEXAS I S A BIG STATE PHYS ICALLY 

AND IMPORTANT POllTiCALLY--

AND I HOPE IT'S GOING TO BE 

A BIG STATE FOR GERALD FORD. 
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