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DEDICATION OF 


THE ADOBE SCHOOLHOUSE 


Mesa, Arizona 


March 9, 1976 


Digitized from Box 3 of the Frances K. Pullen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



11M SO EXCITED 


ABOUT HOW YOU ARE HONORI NG 

OUR BICENTENNIAL YEo/ 

THIS SCHOOLHOUSE REFLECTS 

THE TALENT-S, INTERESTS, AND INGENU ITV 

OF HUND REDS OF STUDENTS, TEAC HERS, AND PARENTS-­

BUT MOST ES PEC lALLY, THE STUDENTS. 
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YOU RENTHUS IASM TRU LY IS CONTAG IOUS) 

AND THE ATMOS PHERE FEELS LI KE 

A REAL OLD-FASHIONED AMERICAN CELEBRATION/ 

I N THIS SPEC IAL YEA~ 

WE ARE CELEBRATI NG NOT ONLY WHAT HAPPENED 

IN PHI LADELPHIA ON JULY ~ 1776J 

BUT OUR TWO-HUNDRED YEARS OF PROGRESS 

I N TRANS LATI NG OU R I DEALS INTO REALITY' 



3 

WE ARE CELEBRATING 


THE JOY AND LOVE AND TENAC ITY 


OF THE AMERICAN SPI RIT--- a~ .,~t;- ~~/ 


JUST WHAT I FEEL HERE TODAY/ 


THE INALI ENA BLE RIGHTS 


I N THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENOENCE--­

LI FE, LI BERTY, AND THE PU RSU I T OF HA PP INES S--­


HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED IN ""ANY DIFFERENT WAYS 


BY AMERICANS THROUGH THESE YEARS,.!' 
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TO SOME, 

THE PURSU IT OF HAPP INESS 

MEANT BU ILD ING, INVENTI NG OR TRAD INV 
/ 

AND BECAUSE OF THEM) 

OUR CITIES AND COUNTRYSIDE 

ARE LINKED BY HIGHWAYS AND TELEPHONES AND AIRPLANES--­

ALL THE VISABLE SIGNS 

OF AMERICAN INGENUITY. 
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TO OTHERS, 

THE PURSUIT MEANT 

WR I T I NG) SING ING, OR DANC ING..f' 

AND BECAUSE OF THEM, 

WE HAVE BOOKS AND SONGS AND PLAYS--­

THE VI SIBLE EXPRESS IONS 

OF THE AMERICAN SPI RIT. 
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TO MANY, MANY OTHERS} 

THE PURSU IT OF HAPP INESS 

MEANT FREEDOM TO BU I LD THE GOOD LI FE 

FOR THEMSELVES AI\ID THEI RFAMI LIES, 

AND BECAUSE OF THEM} 

WE HAVE CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS AND STORES--­

THE TANGI BLE SYMBOLS 

OF OUR SOCI ETY. 
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BUT I N WHATEVER WAY 

OU RANCESTORS PURSUED THEI R HAPP INESS--­

THEY SHA RED A LOVE OF FREEDOM 

AND ITS PRESERVATION.! 

I THI NK YOU SELECTED 

AN IMPORTANT SYMBOL 

OF OU RAMER ICAN EXPER IENCE--­

THE FI RST SCHOOL I N YOUR TOWN~ 
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WHETHER THE PILGRIMS I N MASSACHUSETTS 

ORTHE PIONEERS OFARIZONA, 

THE BU I LD ING OF A SCHOOL SA ID: 

"WE BEll EVE IN OU RSELVES 

AND WE ARE HERE TO STAY. II 
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BY BUilDING A REPLICA 

OF THE FI RST SCHOOLHOUSE I N M~SAJ 

YOU SHARED SOME OF THE PHYS ICAl 

AND EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCES 

OF YOUR ANCESTORS. 

YOU LEARNED ABOUT 

ADOBE BRICKS) ClOTHI NG) AI~D BOOKS).-:. - ­

AND GA INED A SENSE OF THE PAST. 
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TODAY YOU MUST FEEL 

AS THOSE FIRST MtsA SETTLERS DID IN 1880--­

P R I DE OF ACCOMP LI SHMENT,.-/ 
~ ~'-.-~--~-:=-::-----

BUT YOU CAN SEE SOMETH ING MORE 

IN LOOKING ATTHIS ADOBE SCHOOLHOUSE 

AND COIV\PARING IT TO YOUR OWN SCHOOL/ 

YOU CAN SEE THE PROGRESS 

WE'VE MADE IN AMERICA. 
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I N PH I LADELPH lA, 

THE FI RST C I TI ZENS 

HAD GREAT EXPECTATIONS 

ABOUT WHAT FREEDOM WOU LD MEAN/' 

TODAY WE KNOW 

OUR SUCCESS AND OUR FAILURES/ 

WE CAN TAKE COU RAGE FROM BOT'-I 

AI\JD CELEBRATE OUR OWN EXPECTATIONS 

ABOUT AMERICA. 



12 

YET AS WE LOOK BACK WITH PRIDE 

AND FORWARD WITH HOP~ 

WE MUST SEIZE THE PRESENT 

AND USE OUR TIME IN AMERICA'S HISTORY 

WISELY AND WELL./' 

f~ p <:.:1 -\; ~\_', S r r<, \C' \..<..' '- rq '- \.~'j 14 ~ e» f . 
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