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STAND UP FOR A~FRICA RALLY 

JAC I<SONV I LLE, FLOR 1DA 

FEBRUARY 24, 1976 

Digitized from Box 3 of the Frances K. Pullen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



OVFR A CENTURY AGO, 


WALT WHIT¥AN WROTE A DOF'V\ CALLFD 


"I HEAR A\~ERICA SINGING. II 


HIS WORDS CFLERRATED A~~FRICANS ATWORI< 


AND AT PLAY. 
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WHI T'VlAN HEARD THOS ESONGS 


DURING A DIFFICULT PERIOD I~ OUR HISTORY, 

rtUT HE UN~ERSTOOD THF SOt\JGS ') 
~----'-'----' 

WERE ~TRONGER THA ~ THF TROU BLESo 

IN 1976 ON THE 200TH AN~IVERSARY 

OF THF DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCF, 

WE TOO \l\UST LI STEN 

FOR THE GOO') SOUNDS OF A~~FR ICA-­
> L -== >r 

WORI<It\JG, DREA~~ING ANn ACHIFVIf\IG. 
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EVERYWHERE YOU GO IN A'V1ER ICA, 


YOU CAN SFE THE GREATNESS 


OF THIS LAND Af\JD THE PEOPLE... 


WE SEF AV1FRICANS 


WHO CARE ABOUT FACH OTHER 


AND WHO REACH OUT 


TO THOSE WHO ARE HUNGRY, 


S ICI< OR IN t\,JEFI\ 
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OVfR AND OVER 

WE'VE SEFN THE CO'V1PASS ION OF A'\t1E"RlrANS 

FOR THfl R NFIGHRORS 

-trLe. 
AND PEOPLF AROUND THE WORU). 
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A\~ERICANS ARE GFNFROUS 

WITH THEI RTI'V1E, TALENTS AND ~~ONFY ') 

TO HELP F I G4T POVI:RTY, 

I \t1PROVE SCHOOLS, 

SUPPORT CHURCHFS 

AND FLI~INATF DISFASE~ 

THIS IS THF YEAR TO CELERRATF 

THF GOOQNFSS OF A'\~FRlrA A~O HER PFOPLF.c 
--,..----­ ~ 

WE SEE A'V\ER ICANS STRO~IG IN THF I R RELI FFS 

AND DEDICATED TO IDEALS. 
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(, WE SEE A'V1ERICANS 

WHO LOVE THE LAND 

AND WORK TO PRESERVE II/ 

2<WE SEE A~~ERlrANS 

WHO LIVE FAR FRO"~ OTI-fER PFOPLF 

WHO F I NO THE I R FREEDO'~ I N SOLI TUDE/ 
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:5 	WE SEE A'V\ERICANS 

LIVING AND WORI<If\JG TOGETI-fFR IN CITIFS Ar\11) TOWNS. 
,/ 

V"HO FIND THEIR FREEDOrv1IN COOPFRATION. 

~-. WE SEE YOUNG A'VlFR ICANS . ~ 

EAGFR TO TRY NEW WAYS OF SOLV ING PRO BLE~~S 

AND NEW WAYS OF HONOR ING OUR IDEALS.. 

~ 

S,WE SFE A'V1fRICANS 

VAR IED IN THFI RCUSTO~~S, FA ITHS AND HOPE 

--UN ITED I N A LOVE OF FREErO\~. 
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WE SEE A LAND FULL OF CONTRASTS-­

CITIES AND WIDE OPEN SPACES-­

~~OU!\!TA I \JS AND DESFRTS-­

FORFSTS AND PLA I f\J5-­

JO INED TOGETHER 


BY A WORI<ING POLITICAL SYSTE~~.... 


AND ALL OF T'-IFSE VISI RtE SIGf\JS OF A~~FRlrA 

AND THE SONGS WE CAf\1 HEAR FRO"" TI-IE PFOPLF 

ARE WHAT THE RICENTE"NNIAL CE1E"RRATION IS AROUT. 
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REJOICE IS AN OLD-FASHIONtD WOR!), 

BUT IT CAPTURES WHAT I HOPt 

WF FEEl TH I S YEA R~ 

WF SHOLILD REJOICr IN OUR If\lDIVIDUAL FRrFnO~AS, 

IN OUR FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTE~~ 

AND IN OUR REPRESENTATIVE GO\lERN~~ENT. 
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Wf ARE STILL STRIVING TO TRAf\JSLATF OUR II'lFALS 

INTO REALITY, 

RUT WE SHOULD PAUSE TO REJOICF 

IN THE PROGRESS WE HAVE 'v1ADE., 

THF PASTnNO HUNrlRED VFARS 

PROVE A GOVERN~~ENT OF FPFE PFOPLF. 

CAN PREVA I L OVER rO~IFLlCTS.., 
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LET US CELFBRATr THIS At\J\IIVERSAPY 

BY REJO IC ING I N OUR SUCCESSES 

AND BY BEING rHALLrNGED PY OUR FAILURES. 

I~ 1976, LrT US LI STEN 

TO THE GOOD, STRONG SOUNDS OF OUR rOUNTRv-­

SO THAT WE VlAY RF INSPIRED -.= 


TO SEARCH AND \NORI< FOR AN EVEN RFTTER AVIERICA. . ­




