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MRS. GERALD R. FORD 
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February 18, 1976 

Digitized from Box 3 of the Frances K. Pullen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



11M DELIGHTED YOU COULD COME TO THE WHITE HOUS~ 


AND I HOPE YOUILL ENJOY BROWS ING AROUND 


THESE BEAUTIFUL ROOMS 


AS MUCH AS I DO~ 


st!.~caol 
NOT LONG AGO) I WAS VISITING WITH SOME CHILDREN. 


THEY WANTED TO KNOW 


IF I HAD SEEN ANY WHITE HOUSE GHOST. 
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WELL, I HAVEN'T. 


BUT I DO FEEL THE PRESENCE OF THE HI STO RY 


THAT HAS BEEN MADE HERE. 


HI STORY REALLY 


I S JUST THE STORY OF PEOPLE, 


AND SO MANY OF THE IMPORTANT PEOPLE 


OF OUR PAST 


HAVE LIVED OR VISITED HERF.,
--
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I HOPE YOU HAVE THAT FEELI NG TOO, 


BECAUSE THIS HOUSE BELONGS 


TO YOU AND ALL OF THE AMER ICAN PEOPLE" 
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I DONIT KNOW MANY OF YOU PERSONALLY, 

BUT I FEEL LI KE I DO. 

MAYBE ITIS BECAUSE 

WE SHARE A LOVE OF CHI LDREN 

AND A CONCERN ABOUT THEI R EDUCATION. 
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liVE MET SO MANY PARENTS 


IN MY MANY YEARS IN THE PTA. 


AT ONE POINT, 


I BELONGED TO THREE SEPARATE PTAs, 


AND I KNEW MANY DED ICATED PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


WORKING TO MAKE THEI R SCHOOLS 


GOOD AND HAPPY LEARNING PLACES FOR CHILDREN. 
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liVE KNOWN MANY SCHOOL PRINCI PALS AND TEACHERS 

WHO BELIEVED THAT PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

WAS THE SECRET TO A GOOD SCHOOL. 

THE PTA GIVES PARENTS A WAY 

TO VOICE THEI R INTEREST 

IN THEIR CHILDIS SCHOOL. 
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I FEEL •• STRONGLY 

THE PTA I S VERY IMPORTANT TO THE CH I LD REI\J 

AS WELL AS THE SCHOOL. 

I BECAME INVOLVED WITH THE PTA IN 1958 

WHEN MI KE WAS IN THE FI RST GRADE 

AND CONTINUED LlNTI L SUSAN GRADUATED lAST YEAR., 
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DURING THOSE YEARS, 


I FOUND THE PTA INVALUABLE TO ME AS A MOTHER, 


BECAUSE IT GAVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY 


TO MEET AND WORK WITH 


THE MOTHERS OF THE CHILDREN ~~ 


MY CHI LDREN WE~I~~;;~~~. 
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MY HUSBAND OFTEN SPOKE AT THE PTA r\-\ e~\, ~'S 

ON LEGISLATIVE PROBLEMS THAT DEALT WITH SCHOOlS,A~~ bclua.Ai, "bY\. 

Ih.. tLcr,,-, , "- ~ e. S~~O 0 t 
AND HE,LRRANGED EWJ' 2 tt :fllAi TRI PS ~() ~ ~~ STu 0\ -e. "'U 

TO THE CAP ITOl ANNUAllY. 

http:bclua.Ai
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WE BOTH BENEFITED FROM THE PTA, 

BECAUSE WE BELIEVE 

YOU DON'T JUST SEND CH 1LDREN OFF TO SCHOOL, 

YOU HAVE TO GO WITH THEM 

AND SHARE THEI RWORLD., 
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WE ARE A FAMI LY THAT GETS INVOLVED 

IN EACH OTHER'S ACTIVITIES. 

AND WHEN THE CHILDREN WERE IN SCHOOL, 

THE PTA HELPED US SHARE 

THE I R SC HOOL EXPER IENCES. 
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MY CHILDREN'S FRIENDS 

CAME FROM EVERY RACIAL, RELIGIOUS, AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND, 

AND BY BEING ACTIVE I N BOOK FA IRS) bA tea S 1'\ res.J 

AND AS ROOM MOTHER, 


I GOT TO KNOW THEI RFRIENDS. 


TH I S WAS SO IMPORTANT TO ME, 
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WITH MY CHILDREN AND IN TEACHING DANCE, 

I FOUND LEARN ING 

CAN BE. EXCITING, 

BUT THE ATMOSPHERE 

TO ME, THIS I S WHAT THE PTA IS ALL ABOUT---

PROVIDING THAT ATMOSPHERE. 
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EVEN THOUGH MY HUS BAND AND I 


HAVE OFFIC IALLY RETI RED FROM THE PTA, 


WE ARE STI LL VERY CONCERNED 


ABOUT GOOD SC HOOLS. 


OUR NATION'S FUTURE 


DEPENDS UPON A SOUND EDUCATION
, 

FOR OUR CHI LDREN. 
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WE COMMEND YOU RWORK 

IN STRENGTHENING OUR SCHOOLS 

AND THROUGH THEM OUR CHI LDREN. 

AND WE SHA RE YOU RCONCERN 

ABOUT SEEI NG THAT OUR SCHOOLS 

ARE GOOD, SAFE PLACES 

FOR OUR CHILDREN TO LEARN AND GROW. 

Th~~k ~ c,,-, V,< \2~EN~w(!.. ~ ~ 




