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November '14, 1975

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The portraits of the First Ladies being displayed at the presentation
ceremony today are: Mrs, Johnson, Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs, Eisenhower,
Mrs. Truman, and Mrs, Madison and Mrs. Roosevelt.

Dolly Madison's portrait was obtained for the White House through the
efforts of Mrs, Nixon, It is on loan from the Philadelphia Academy of
Fine Arts--the only time they have allowed it out of house., It hangs in
the Red Room where it hung when Mrs, Madison was First Lady. At
that time, the Red Room was her sitting room. (It was not red.)

The objects on the table behind the platform are a watercolor painted

by Mrs, Benjamin Harris when she was First Lady, an ivory fan owned
by Mrs, Theodore Roosevelt, and a breast pin with hair of Mrs, Zachary
Taylor. These articles can be tied into the ceremony by pointing out that
periodically there are displays of these personal articles of First Ladies
in the White House.

Additional articles belonging to First Ladies will be displayed in the
Family Dining Room, where we will have refreshments, The articles
include:

Paper and ivory fan used by Mrs., James Madison

Book owned by Mrs, Franklin Pierce

Letter written by Mrs, Abraham Lincoln

Letter written by Mrs. Grover Cleveland

Thread booklet with White House fabric selected by
Mrs. Grover Cleveland
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Good morning. This is a special day for many of us. For those
of you who have been involved in the preparation of the new book,

The First Ladies, it's the culmination of two years of research,

decisions, and a lot of hard work in putting together such a
professional and well-done volume. And for me, it's particularly
special. I feel strongly that for historical purposes the book
needed to be done.

But also, having been familiar with the earlier publica-

tion, The Presidents of the United States of America, I'm very

happy .to be able to be present the day equal opportunity came
to our guide books!

I have many acknowledgments I would like to make this
morning. First, to the White House Historical Association for
its idea and its follow-through. I also want to recognize the
National Geographic Society for its total support on this and
past projects. For those of you who are not aware, the National
Geographic lends its people, its time, its resources, and its
exceptional talent to projects like this as a public service.
This book, and the three which have preceded it, are of excep-
tional quality in every aspect. Around the White House, we use

them continually as a prime reference source. And hundreds of



visitors every day take them to their homes across the country to
learn more about their country and its history. It is largely
because of the National Geographic's support that we are able to
offer them at such a nominal price so that people everywhere can
afford to buy them. And it's largely because of their support

and cooperation with the White House Historical Association that we
have been able to appreciate $975,000 from sales of the books for
historic items at the White House.

We are very grateful.

Also, I want to thank the staff of the Special Publications
Department of National Geographic for all its work. And a special
work to the book's author, Margaret Brown Klapthor. Your profes-
sionalism, thoroughness and ability to make the history of our First
Ladies sparkle will make this book live for years to come.

On a personal note, I want to say that the new book was
especially meaningful to me because it provides a clearer picture of
a very human side of live in the White House. Those of us who are
fortunate enough to live here for that very brief period of history
have our own particular styles and identities. These styleS have
been diverse, I'm sure, but I suspect we've had a good deal more in
common than not. How we've reacted to our husband's job and

pressures. . . the concerns we've had with raising our families



and keeping as normal a life as' possible for them in this atmos-
phere . . . the public demands, and so on. Anyone who enjoys history
. . « who has a curiosity about a President or First Lady . . .
wants to know more about White House Life . . . or who identifies
with any wife or mother will enjoy this book. I thank those of you
here today for providing us with such a special insight to what has

and will confinve 4o be
beenYa significant part of our country's history.

A
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“”ITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSCCIATION

Mr. Elm=r Atkins

24042 1153.\3‘ Court

Vienna, \Lrglnia 22180

Mr. James Biddle .
2425 Wyoming Avenue, N. W.
Yashington, D. C. 20008

Mr. J, Carter Brown

700 New Hampshire Avenue, N. W,
- Washington, D. C. 20037

Mr. Richard Lee Bumette (J§D)
5987 North 9th Street
Arlington, Virginia 22205

Mr. Nash Castro
Bear Mountain, New York 10911

Mr. Clark McAdams Clifford

9421 Rockvilie Pike
Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Mrs. Elizabeth Nichols Corrado
2902 Cameron Mills Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22302

Mrs. Betty Joan Shoot Cutler
6510 - 29th Street North
Arlington, Virginia 22213

Mr. Gary Everhardt
73638 Montcalm Drive
McLean, Virginia 22101

Mr. David Edward Finley -~
3318 O Street, N. W.
ha:hlngton D. C. 20007

Mr. Carson McElyrea Glass
815 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20025

Mr. Gordon Gray )
1224 - 30th Street, N. W.
Wasﬁlnoton D. C. 2000/

. .

July 8, 1929
Philadelphia, Pa.

October 8, 1934
Providence, R. 1.

January 13, 1947
Alexandria, Va.

January 14, 1920

- Nogales, Arizona.

December 25, 1906

Fort Scott, Kansas

Jamuary 5, 1915
Purcellville, Va.

March 29, 1921
Mattoon, Illinois -

July 8, 1934

- Lenoir, N. C..

September 13, 1890
York, S. C.

October 8, 1915
Farmersville, Texas

May 30, 1909
Baltimore, M.
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fr. Geocge Hartzog, Jr.
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Mclean, Virginia 22101

Mr. John Kenna Hillers (J&D)
10216 Ridgemoor Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901

My. Thomas Sutton Jett
121 Hilltop Road
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Mr. Kenneth Francileing (J&D)
4611 Duncan Drive
Annandale, Virginia 22003

Mrs. Christie Allayne Walker Lange
6038 Richmond Highway .

Building 2, Apartment 405
Alexandrla Virginia 22303

Miss Mary Ann Denice Markward
3124 Parkway Street
Cheverly, Maryland 20785

Dr. S. Dillon Ripley :
2324 Massachusetts Avenue; N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20008

Mr. Hillory Alfred Tolson
5200 Sangamore Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20016

Mr. Howard Wayne Warmer (J&D)
7011 Darby Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20034

Mr. Conrad Louils Wirth
9633 L:ast Bexhill Drive
Kensington, Maryland 20765

| . l \ |

March 17, 1920
Colleton Co., S. C.

Septeﬂbor 29, 19186
yashington, D. C.

July 20, 1910

Fleeton, Va.

September 22, 1935
Chicago, Il1l.°

July 10, 1951
Austin, Texas

June 5, 1940
Coatesville, Pa.

‘September 20, 1913
" New York, New York

October 24, 1897
near Laredo, 1o

December 21 ;- 21931
Frederick, hﬂ

December 1, 1899
Hartford, Conn.

(J&D) after the name indicates that the person is from Judd and Detweiler, the

printers of The First Ladies.

attend today's tea and presentation.

There are four persons from the company who will -
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lations1 Ceographic staff for THL FIRST LADIES:

Jozepn Harvey Bailey
‘Alerandria, Va.

iley -—— born 6/22/L1, Viarsaw, Virginia)
N k ,

0

Victor Rickman Boswell, Jr. -— born 6/26/29, Washington, DC) .
Creenbelt, Md. IR : ' _

Marie Antoinette Bradby -- born 3/25/50, Alexandris, Va.)

Alexandria, Va.

Robert Lewis Breeden (—~- born 6/20/25, Montgomery, W. Va.)

McLezn, Va.

liary Gregorie Burns _— born 8/13/49, Columbia, S.C.)
Al exandria, Va. ~

Susan Claudia Burns -; born 9/27/48, Lowell, Mass.)

Washington, DC

Jank Heath Buxton (_- born 7/11/48, Richmond, Va.)
Arlington, . - : ‘
VStepharvl—i_e Stairs Cooke _— born 6/10/52, Boston, Mass.)

Washington, DC

Donald Jean Crump _— born 3/1L/29, Calumet, Okla.)
‘ Springfield, Va. ‘ _

Louis de la Haba — - born 10/12/30, San-Juan, Puerto Rico)
Alexandria, va. _
Jurie Loretta Graham - born 5/2/36; Jersey City, N.J.)

Bowie, Md.

lMary Ann Harrell -— born 1/7/32, Durham, NC.)

Washington, IC

"Peter Tyrus Harrington (- - born 8/28/51, New York, N.Y.)

Arlington, Va.

Suzanne Joan Jacobson — - born 8/8/h0, Milwaukez2, Wisc.)

Washington, DC

largaret McEelway Jchiison —‘— born 9/10/38, Pinehurst, N.C.)

Springfield, Va.

Geraldine Francis Linder —— born k/21/20, Tew Yorl, H.Y.)

Washington, DU
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‘Robert Walter Messer _ - born 5/17/39, Glenridge, H.J.)

Fairfex, Va.

John Robert Metcalf _'— vorn 8/5/35, Enslewood, K.J,)

Bowie, Md.

‘Raja Disb Murshed F— born 2/20/k2, Shatana, Jordan)
Washington, . ' - ' v

Robert Stanley Oakes - - born 7/19/22, Ft. Collins, Col.)
: Garrett Park, Md. ' : : _ '

Ursula Theresia Perrin - - born 3/21/47, Weckarsulm, Germany) :

Washington, DC

Philip Bruce Silcott _ - born 8/18/24, Carson County, Texas)

McLean, Va.

Jemifer Compton Urquhart _:— born 3/9/4L, Bainbridge, Md.)

Washington, DC

George Vernon White _ - born 2/19/42, Washington, DC)

’ Manassas, Va.

Marilyn Lee Wilbur P - born 5/h/50, Wilmington, Del.)
i 7 . Arlington, V&l _ -
Linda Mariko Yee _— born 11/1/55, Fukuoka, Japan)

-Chevy Chase, Md.

QOther

Mrs. Margaret Brown Klapthor - -~ bor¥n 1/16/22, Henderson, Ky.)

Washington, IC

Mr. Frank Edward Klapthor _ - born 7/19/14, Erie, Pa,) -
' Washington, D. C.
*, (Mrs. Klapthor's husband)

Carlson Brown Klapthor - - born 3/13/63, La Plata, Md.)
Washington, B. C, .
(Mrs. Klapthor's son) '
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