
 

The original documents are located in Box 3, folder “Family of Man Dinner, New York 
City, November 6, 1975” of the Frances K. Pullen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections. 
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 



(Friedman) 


REMARKS FOR MRS. FORD 

RESPONSE TO DINNER CHAI RMAN GRANVI LLE 

ACCEPTING MEDALLlON OF BEHALF OF THE PRES IDENT 

Digitized from Box 3 of the Frances K. Pullen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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MR. GRANVillE, THIS IS A SPECIAL MOMENT IN MY 

LIFE. 1 GRATEFUllY ACCEPT THE FAMI LY OF MAN MEDALLION 

FOR 1975 ON BEHALF OF MY HUSBAND. THIS AWARD, AND THE 

VERY KIND WORDS YOU HAVE JUST SPOKEN, TOUCH ME DEEPLY. 



YOU HAVE SHOWN REAL UNDERSTANDING OF MY HUSBAND'S TRUE 

NATU RE -- AS THE PRES IDENT OF THE UN ITED STATES AND AS A 

WARM AND LO\LlNJ?-HUIVlAN BEING. 

"'-. 
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TH I S AWARD TO THE PRES IDENT FROM THE PEOPLE OF 

NEW YORK CITY HAS A PERSONAL MEANING FOR ME. I HAVE 

LONG HAD A DEEP ATTACHMENT FOR THE CREATIVITY AND CULTURE 

AND ALL THE WONDERFUL QUALITiES OF NEW YORKERS. 

'.~.. 
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THROUGHOUT MY LIFE, I HAVE FELT A SENSE OF RENEWAL AND 

EXCITEMENT EVERY TIME I VlSlTED YOUR CITY AND CAME IN 

CONTACT WiTH THE UNIQUE SPlRIT THAT IS NEW YORK. 
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I DEEPLY REGRET THE PROBLEMS THAT NOW CONFRONT 

THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK. WHEN WE THINK OF A CITY WE 

SOMETIMES FORGET ABOUT ITS PEOPLE AS INDIVIDUALS -- ABOUT 

THE MEN, WOMEN, AND G-IILDREN -- WHO MAKE UP AMERICA'S 

GREATEST CITY. 
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WHEN I THINK OF NEW YORK, I THINK OF THE 

INSPIRlNG PEOPLE I HAVE MET ON J\t\ANY VlSlTS, OF THE BEAUTY 

OF THE CITY, OF lTS HUMAN QUALITIES AS A COMMUNITY THAT 

FACED AND OVERCAME MANY CHALLENGES IN THE PAST. 
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I REMEMBER THE MANY ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS., 

AND THE MANY MAGIC MOMENTS OF HAPPINESS THAT I EXPERIENCED 

IN NEW YORK. AND., MOST OF ALL., I WILL REMEMBER 

THE LOVE THAT YOU HAVE DEMONSTRATED TON IGHT AND 

YOU R OWN REMARKS., MR. GRANVILLE. 
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IN THE WORDS OF THE HOLY BIBLE, "A WORD SPOKEN 

IN DUE SEASON, HOVV GOOD IT IS!" (PROVERBS 15:23) 

AS SOON AS I LEAVE TH I S DINNER, I \J\1I LL PHONE 

MY HUSBAND AND SHARE WITH HIM THE INSPIRATION I FEEL 

FROM THE GOOD DEEDS OF ALL 'OF YOU. 

-~.. 



· ... ... 
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HE SINCERELY REGRETS NOT BE ING HERE TON IGHT. 

HE ASKED ME TO EXPRESS HIS PERSONAL APPRECIATION. 

I WOULD NOvv LIKE TO READ A LETTER THAT THE 

PRESIDENT \A/ROTE AND ASKED ME TO BRING TO YOU: 




LETTER FROM THE PRES IDENT 

TO 

MR. MAURICE F. GRANVILLE, CHAIRMAN 

1975 FAMILY OF MAN ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 

THE COUNC I L OF CHU RCHES OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

NOVEMBER 6, 1975 
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DEAR MR. GRANV ILLE: 

I DEEPLY REGRET THAT I AM UNABLE TO BE PRESENT AT 

TONIGHT'S DINNER TO ACCEPT IN PERSON THE FAMILY OF MAN 

MEDALLION WITH WH ICH YOU HAVE SO GRAC 10USLY AND SO 

GENEROUSLY HONORED ME. AS PRESIDENT, I ASPIRE TO MERIT 

THE FAITH YOU ARE DEMONSTRATING IN MY LEADERSHIP DURING THIS 

TRYING PERIOD OF AMERICAN HISTORY. 
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IT IS PARTICULARLY GRATIFYING TO ME THAT MY WIFE COULD 

ATrEND AND ACCEPT YOUR AWARD ON MY BEHALF -- ESPECIALLY SO 

BECAUSE OF HER LONG-STANDING AFFINITY FOR THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK 

AND YOUR CITY'S GREAT CULTURAL AND SPI RITUAL QUALITIES. 
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I WI LL TREASURE TH I S MEDALLION AS A SYMBOL OF THE 

NOBLE CAU SE SERVED BY YOU -- THE MANY D I STI NGU ISHED COMMUN ITY 

LEADERS PRESENT AND ALL THE OTHER PEOPLE OF THE GREAT METROPOLITAN 

CENTER OF NEW YO RK WHO ARE DEVOTED TO THE FAM I L Y OF MAN. 
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IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THE RESOURCES YOU HAVE GENERATED 

ARE USED TO SUPPORT THE CHRISTIAN SERVICE OF THE COUNCIL OF 

CHURCHES OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 
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THIS WORTHY COMMITMENT IS IN FULL HARMONY WITH THE HIGHEST 

HUMANITARIAN ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF NE\Al YORK AND YOUR 

SPIRITUAL LEADERS. YOU HAVE HELD FORTH A TORCH OF 

INSPIRATION TO THE WORLD -- A SYMBOL OF COMPASSION AND 

FREEDOM. 
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I SWORE A SACRED OATH 

AS THE 38TH PRES IDENT OF THE UN ITED STATES ON AUGUST 9, 1974. 

I SAID THAT IIAMERICA WILL REMAIN STRONG AND UNITED., BUT ITS 

STRENGTH WILL REMAIN DEDICATED TO THE SAFETY AND SANITY OF THE 

ENTI RE FAMILY OF MAN •• :' 
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TODAY" NEV'I YORK IS A FAMILY OF MAN IN THE TRUEST 

SENSE -- A FAMILY WHICH HEEDS A RELIGIOUS VISION AND STANDS 

GUARDIAN OVER EVERY ONE OF THE CITY'S CHILDREN., THE ELDERLY, 

THE POOR1 THE DI SADVANTAGED, AND ALL THOSE CREATED BY GOD. 
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YOU HAVE ENRICHED HUMAN EXI STENCE IN AMERICA'S 

GREATEST CITY. I GRATEFULLY ACCEPT YOUR AWARD IN A SPIRIT 

OF HUMI LlTY AND WI LL STRIVE TO BE WORTHY OF YOUR TRUST. 

SINCERELY, 

GERALD R. FORD 



---
- - -

- ~-

" . - - .. 

SHAt\lft16 WitH MY HUS SAN 0 

THE INSPI RATION I FEEL 

FROM THE GOOD DEEDS OF ALL OF YOU. WH EN 1 REtiA «AI HDAlE. 



'.~ 

N ovelTIber 5, 1975 

REMARKS OF DINNER CHAIRMAN MAURICE F. GRANVILLE IN ' 

PRESENTING MEDA LLION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO MRS. FORD 


-. 

Thank you, Governor Shafer (M. C.) and now as all of you have 


so eagerly anticipated the tilTIe has COlTIe to present the principal 


award of the evening. 


It is a great honor for lTIe to present the FalTIily of Man lTIedallion 

-for 1975 for distinguished public service to the lTIan who serves today as 

the leader of the United States of the Whole FalTIily of lTIan, President Gerald 

Ford. 

Mr. Ford is the fifth President to receive this award which was 

established in 1963. The Society for the FalTIily of Man has thus recognized 

~- the pivotal role~ of the President-~f the United States in dealing with the 

broad range of problelTIs affecting all AInericans. It is generally recognized 

that you have to have SOlTIeone at the head of any organization -- yes, of 

our Nation itself. Officially the principal job of the President of the United States 
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would serve both as Chief of State and head of govermnent. Symbolically, 

the President serves as the representative of the entire constituency 

'. 

of the American people. 

Today's economic and social problems present one of the most 

trying periods in. American history and we can all appreciate the magnitude 

arid complexity of the challenges confrOnting the President. Quite apart 

from any political considerations we can also be grateful for the energy, 

openness and dedication that Mr. Ford has given to meeting those critical 

challenges. 

One of the premises of the Society for the Family Man 

is that people gifted with qualities of leadership have a special responsibility 

-. 
to the whole family of man. He has shown as the Nation approaches its 

bicentennial that he recognizes the merits of indi vidual freedom and the 

working of the free enterprise '-system upon which America was built and has 

prospered. 
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But, whatever our political per suasion, I think' we can all agree that 

if AlYlerica is to move forward we need unswerving deterlYlination, obj ective 

.', 
discus sion of is sues, innovative solutions to problelYls, and plain hard work. 

We need national policies that benefit, not just special ir.terest groups, 

but the whole family of man. 

We extend our prayers and best wishes to President Gerald Ford 

in the hope that he will help bring such policies to fruition. It is a signal 

honor to present the 1975 FalYlily Man Medallion to our Nation's Chief 

Executive, President Gerald Ford• 

.... 



(Friedman) 


REMARKS FOR MRS. FORD 

RESPONSE TO DINNER CHAIRMAN GRANVILLE 

ACCEPTING MEDALLION OF BEHALF OF THE PRES IDENT 
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MR. GRANVILL~ THIS IS A SPECIAL MOMENT IN MY 

LIFE. I GRATEFULLY ACCEPT THE FAMILY OF MAN MEDALLION 

FOR 1975 ON BEHALF OF MY HUSBAND. THIS AWARD" AND THE 

VERY KIND WORDS YOU HAVE JUST SPOKEN/ TOUCH ME DEEPLY. 
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YOU HAVE SHOWN REAL UNDERSTANDING OF MY HUSBAND'S TRUE 

NATURE -- AS THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND AS A 

WARM AND LOVING HUMAN BEING. 
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THIS AWARD TO THE PRES IDENT FROM THE PEOPLE OF 

NEW YORK CITY HAS A PERSONAL MEANING FOR ME. I HAVE 

LONG HAD A DEEP ATTACHMENT FOR THE CREATIVITY AND CULTURE 

AND ALL THE WONDERFUL QUALITIES OF NEW YORKERS. 
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THROUGHOUT MY LIFE; I HAVE FELT A SENSE OF RENEWAL AND 

EXCITEMENT EVERY TIME I VISITED YOUR CITY AND CAME IN 

CONTACT WITH THE UNIQUE SPIRIT THAT IS NEW YORK. 
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I DEEPLY REGRET THE PROBLEMS THAT NOW CONFRONT 

THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK. WHEN WE TH INK OF A C IlY WE 

SOMETIMES FORGET ABOUT ITS PEOPLE AS INDIVIDUALS -- ABOUT 

THE MEN, WOMEN1 AND Q-IILDREN -- WHO MAKE UP AMERICA'S 

GREATEST C IlY. 
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WHEN I THINK OF NEW YORK, I THINK OF THE 

INSPIRING PEOPLE I HAVE MET ON MANY VISITS, OF THE BEAUTY 

OF THE CITY, OF ITS HUMAN QUALITIES AS A COMMUNITY THAT 

FACED AND OVERCAME MANY CHALLENGES IN THE PAST. 
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I REMEMBER THE MANY ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS" 

AND THE MANY MAGIC MOMENTS OF HAPPINESS THAT I EXPERIENCED 

W "Q.. ft I \\ve Ii \\e fa@.. 

IN NEW YORK. AND" MOST OF ALL, I WILL REMEMBER 

THE LOVE THAT YOU HAVE DEMONSTRATED TONIGHT AND 

YOU R OWN REMARKS,. MR. GRANVILLE. 



- -. 
'he. fte~,J.I SINCERELY REGRETS NOT BEING HERE TONIGHT. 

HE ASKED ME TO EXPRESS HIS PERSONAL APPRECIATION. 

I WOULD NO\l\I LI KE TO READ A LETTER THAT THE 

PRESIDENT WROTE AND ASKED ME TO BRING TO YOU: 




