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i"ly .-lUSBAiW.I OUR CH ILDREi~ AND I HAVE FOLLO:/IED ~~ ITH 

GREAT SADNESS THE TRAGIC EVENTS IN INDOCHIN~. WE SHARE 

YOUR GRIEF.I AND rlAVE PRAYED FOR YOUR SAFE ARRIVAL. 

I KNOW MA~Y OF YOU ARE TROUBLED.I AND THAT YOU WONDER 

WHAT LIES AHEAD FOR YOU, I AM HERE TODAY TO ASSURE YOU 

TrlAT AMERICA OFFERS YOU TrlE SAME OPPORTUNITY THAT IT HAS 

OFFERED COU~TLESS GENERATIO~S OF IMMIGRANTS -- OUR W~LCOME 

IS GENUINE.I AND OUR INTEiHIONS ARE SINCERE. 

I KNOW YOU rlAVE EXPERIENCED GREAT HARDSHIP.I AND THAT 

'rOUL:( SITUAlI01'! HERE IS ['Wl IDC:Al. BUT rES IS OJ·n_y A 

TEMPORARY SITUATION WrlICH.I WHEN RESOLVED.I WILL ALLOW 

YOU TO REALIZE A NEW LIFE FOR YOURSELF.I YOUR FAMILIES) AND 

A PROMISING FUTURE FOR YOUR CrlILDREN AND YOUR CrlILDRENS' 

C'1 I U) R t: i~ • 

Digitized from Box 3 of the Frances K. Pullen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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IHOSE WHO CAME B~FORE -- PEOPLES FROM ALL OVER 

T~E rlORLD) OF AL~ RELIGIOJS FAITHS AND POLITICAL 

CONVICTIONS -- HAVE IN AMERICA FOUND A NEW HOME. 

EVEN AS TrlEY PRESERVED THEIR MEMORIES AND MANY 

CULTURAL TRADITIONS OF THEIR FORMER HOMES~ THEY 

JOINED WHOLEHEART~DLY IN THE EXPERIENCE OF 

AMERICAN LIFE. 

TrlERE IS A LOVELY VIETNAMESE PROVERB FROM WHICH WE 

CA~ ALL DRAW INSPiRATION: 

UTHE ROAD IS HARD BUT IT IS NOT HARD 

BECAUSE OF THE WIDTH OF THE RIVERS 

OR HEIGrlT OF T~E MOUNTAINS. 

IT IS HARD ONLY BECAUSE OF THE FEAR WE 

HAVE OF THE MOUNTAINS AND T~E RIVERS." 

Ar'lERICA OFFERS OPPORT.JNITY· III FEAR. IT COfvlES 

YOU H,l, 'Ie 

Td~ (:i!)iJSi~,() TH~ S7RENGTH MID THE COUR,.1.GE TO SEIZE 

http:COUR,.1.GE
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I It/ANT TO EXTE;\iD TO YOU.! Ojlj Bcr-LIl.LF OF AL.L 

AHER I CAl') I MMI GRAi'~ TS.! AS 'tIE ARE ALL 1MM I GRAI'HS J 

A WARM HEARTFELT WELCOME. 

http:Bcr-LIl.LF


Status of Refugee Resettlement Progranl as of }/12.'i 16 

To date a total of 126,989 refugees from Indochina have entered U.S. 
control. 

a'1" I;. 

Of this total, 65,553 are at Pacific safehavens and restaging areas or on 
vess els. 

ApproxL."TIate1y 61,436 have arrived in the United States. Of those, 
44,635 are at reception centers and 16,801 have been processed and 
have left government control. 
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, > I know man) of you are troublecl and that you wonder '.'!hat ~ 

(~.2.=J ~ct 7h,,-J L;itfv( . . 

....J:r~~en to yO,;! he:-i6 in &hc.....Ynlted States. 


, ~ ~ O/]'"I') ~ J;:-l.Cc:.O.ft£-, 

I~~ to as sure you that America 

that it has offered countless generations of immigrants. 

fl. .;'1./ . c~ o-u)t..... A.. 'j,'~Lf-~~ Ci./L( , 

o "u '''Ielcome is genuin~hose who C2.m.e before -- peoples from 

• <-I~ ~1,,1..k./l....<
" the world~ of all religious faiths and political convictions -- have~
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.! • IN- ,', ~ horne. Even as they preserved their memories and Inany cultural'if.) V' 
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traditions of their former homes, they joined wholeheartedly in the 

experience of American life. 

Arn.~:z:i·ca offers opportunity; it comes to those who take.3.d,~anfage 

of it. I kno"\v you have the inct.ls try and strength~ to selze that opportunity. 

, You bring to our nation a'dch cultural heritage that, added, to t:~e 

V2.r!ety of the Arne:-ican experience, can'onlY,z:nake our nation stronger. 
-.~. ~~ 

YO'.! ".'Iill find with us love 2.!2d 't!!lG.erstanding and a desirela-sh_are in 

your culture and j:!xperience. You will also learn we are anxious to 

help. 

'THe can be proud that you hav-e cho.sen America as your haven and 
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',ve "\v111 draw ne'''' strength from y'ou, our most recenr"generation 
·i 

o f L....~·UJ:1.ig r a.d s • You may need our help and ungerstanding now 7 but I 
.// 

. :... know you will soon achieve ,_~ucces s o!;t your own. 

I want to extend to you,.9n-beh2.li of all Americans~ the same wann 
.,-~' 

welcome that we have extended throughout'c)u.r-"history to those who 
~.- . 

'~--..... '­have sought _fefuge here. You come to us in your Inomellt~f <;Jeep tragedy,. 
./ ~ 

~and we ;;:ch out our hands. 

WTher-e is a lovely Vietnamese proverb iroTIl which we can all draw 

inspiration: 

."The road is hard but it is not hard because of 

,the width of the rivers or height of the mountains • 

.' 
It is hard only because of the fear we have of the 

mountains and the rivers. rr 
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l\fot to be spoken, to be used only by translator 

-, I,.!',
Bdot..-c Dl KHO. KHONO KHO VI 
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NGAN SONG CACH NUL MA KHO 
I, .... 
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VI LONG NGUOI NGAI NUL E 
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SONG 

http:you,.9n-beh2.li



