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>1?..S. FORD'S Rill11ARKS, LITHUANIAN FOLK DANCE FESTIVAL, 
Seotember 5, 1976 

Thank you for this beautiful piece of amber. And 

thank you for inviting me. America is more lively and more 

lovely because of our many ethnic traditions. 

I know your deep pride in your Lithuanian inheritance 

is matched by your concern about your first homeland. The 

President asked me to tell you he shares your interest. 

He has long supported "the aspirations for freedom and 

National independence of the people of Eastern Europe by 

every proper and peaceful means." And that support will 

continue. 

We both admire your commitment to freedom and your 

joyous traditions. I'm delighted to join your celebration 

of Lithuanian folk dance. 

a retired dancer! 

(Presentation of Costume) 

• 

What a very special treat for 
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks, Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival, 
September 5, 1976 

Thank you for this beautiful piece of amber. And 

thank you for inviting me to your festival. America 

is a livelier and lovelier place, because of our many 

folk traditions. 

I knoe yout ptifr in ¥8HX your Lithuanian inheritance 

is matched by your concern about your first homeland. 

The President wants you to know he shares your interest. 

He has always supported "the aspirations for freedom and 

National independence of the people of Eastern EHXH8~~x 

Europe by every proper and peaceful means." And that support 

will continue. 

We both admire the strength you bring America, because 

of your aHB~R~~xex~ax± understanding of the meaning of 

freedom. 

Lithuanian-Americans bring strength to our National 

commitment to freedom---and joyous traditions to our 

culture. I proudly ~8 join this salute to E8XR all your special 

contributions. 
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Mrs. Ford's RHMRkxx~ Remarks, Lithuanian Folk Dance 

Festival, September 5, 1976 

This beautiful piece of amber will always remind 

me X8~ of today. Thank you so much for the £± gift and 

for inviting me to your festival. 

I know that your pride in Lithuanian £8%k traditions 

is matched by 8HX your concern about your first homeland. 

The President asked me to tell you of his support "of the 

as~ aspirations 8 for freedom and National independence 

of the people of Eastern Europe by every proper and peaceful 

means." I bring you this word from him and axx3xs:kaxexwx.KH 

~8Hxk±sxa~m±xax±3HX our £am±x~xs admiration of the strength 

you bring American XXXHX life through a HH~X unique cultural 

legacy HH and love of freedom. 

Freedom makes possible diversity and ±H~±x~ individualism, 

and ax£esx±xaxx±Hxk8H3XX8X this festival celebrates E freedom 

by honoring the Lithuanian EXHXXK contributions to diveristy . 
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks, Lithuanian Folk~xx Dance Festival, 
September 5, 1976 

This beautiful piece of amber will always m remind 

me of today. Thank you so much for this gift and for 

inviting me to share your salute tox the Bicentennial. 

What an exciting birthday party America is having! 

The many events make me think of a Xxxa kaleidoscope. 

When you hold a kaleidoscope up to the x±k~x light and 

turn it, the picture changes. Every Bicentennial activity 

has shown me another view of America. I know today will 

EexXkexxame bring still another picture. 

W2X«3HX~x Our different traditions and ±H~±x±~ax 

XH~xx±~HBXXHH~exxxRH~ individualism are possible, because 

of our freedom. A±xx3£xxkex Freedom is what 3 all of 

our Bicentennial celebrations are about---and I'm very proud 

to join you today for this festival to freedom. 

-0-
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks, Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival, 
Se~eemEexx8x September 5, 1976 

This beautiful piece of amber will always remind 

me of today. Thank you so much for this gift and for 

XHXX~ inviting me to your folk dance festival. 

The President and I believe very strongly in 

the importance of our diverse cultural xxa±~xx®x 

traditions. He asked me especially to tell you that 

"his lifelong policy has been to support the aspirations 

for freedom and National XHSX independence of the people 

of Eastern Europe by every proper and peaceful means." 

Our friends from many different HHXkx ethnic 

backgrounds have given us a special appreication for 

what America means to them'///and what freedom means . 
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks, Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival, 
September 5, 1976 

This beautiful piece of amber will always remind 

me of today. Thank you so much for this gift and for 

inviting me to your festival. 

The traditions of Lithuanian-Americans contribute 

to the strength of our culture. Your a~~xex±RxX3RX3XX love of 

freedom HHX~XXEHXXS XXXHR~X XXXHR~XHX strengthens our 

National commitment. The 2xex President has asked 

me to share his lifelong support "of the aspirations for 

freedom and National independence of the people of Eastern 

Europe by every proper and peaceful means." 

We both admire your E3RXX contributions to our American 

xea legacy and your struggle on behalf of all human freedom. 

Freedom is what all of our BX«HRRX Bicentennial celebrations 

are about---and I'm very proud to xkxxe join your salute 

to the special place of KXXHHHRXHXXRX3xxAmexxxax Lithuanian 

traditions 3 inrur American life . 
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Mrs. Ford's REmarks, Lithuanian Folkd Dance~ Festival, , 
Sepember 5, 1976 

This beautiful piece of amber will always remind 

me xs ~a of today. Thank you so much for this gift and 

for inviting me to your £K festival. 

Lithuanian-Americans bring x~xx~ixax speical folk 

traitiona---and a love of freedom. Your appreciation of 

freedom strengthens all of us. The President has asked me 

to bring xkiRXRXm&RR~exx a message of his lifelong support 

"of the aspirations for freedom and Naional independence of 

the people of Eastern Europe by every proper and peaceful 

e means." He knows of your deep concern for your first homeland, 

and he wanted you to kH~HR«Rxxxaaax he understands your 

anxieties. 

I know of your commitment to freedom---and of his 

xxkH~x~£xkixxaee~x«3Mmixx I know he would also 

want me to tell you of our mHXHR%x%~xex~xxke admiration 

for your «~Hxix~ contributions to America. I am very 

proud to join your x%z salute to freedom and to the special 

place of Lithuanian traditions in our National life. 

-0-
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks, Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival, 
September 5, 1976 

This beautiful piece of amber will always remind me 

of today. Thank you so much for this gift and for inviting 

me to your festival. 

I know that your pride in Lithuanian folk xxax«xx 

traditions is matched by ax«ee~xX your concern about k your 

first homeland. The President asked me to bring you a message 

of support "of the asspirations for freedom and National 

independence of the people of Eastern Europe by every proper 

and peaceful means." He sends his assurances that the 
of the Soviet XHE8~8 incorporation of 

U.S. policy of nonrecognition of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 

kax is not affected by the results of the European Security 

Conference. " I hope you know of his understanding of 

your special concerns. 

I am happy that I could ~8XH share his views with 

you---and join your salute to Lithuanian traditions and 

ideals. 

-0-
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks, Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival, 
September 5, 1976 

This beautiful amber will always remind me of 

your folk dance festival---and of all of you. Thank you 

so much for this gift and for inviting me to share your 

salute to the Bicentennial. 

I - • .{Ct. t f. (; C-. 

Our wonderful Hak±~ax tlirthday party makes me think 
'. 

of a kaleidoscope. When you hold a kaleidoscope up to the 

light and turn it, the patterns change. EazkxexHHx Every 

event has shown me a new pattern---a fresh way of looking 

meaHxxaxx~ez±a%xxx¥x Your Lithuanian tradition is part of 

our special American ~axxexH diversity. 

But just as a xa kaleidoscope needs light to xk~xxke 

~±zxuxe~xxsxsHxx reveal the picture, our differences are made 

possible only by our freedom. 

I am proud to join your salute to our freedom and to 

the strength of SHXx~±££ our many proud and beautiful traditions. 

-e-
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks, LithuanianMAmexix Folk Dance Festival 

This beautiful amber will always remind me of 

your folk dance festival---and of all of you. Thank you 

so much for this gift and for inviting me to share your 

salute to the Bicentennial. 

Our year-long celebration makes me think of XHH a 

kaleoscope. When you hold a kaleoscope up xk to the light 

and turn xkH it, the «XxxexRRX patterns change. Each 

event I've shared this yearxxx---like the turn of the 

kaleoscope---has made a new pattern BRE---a fresh way of 

looking at what Amex America means. By sharing your 

fascinating cultural traditions---you create a special 

pattern. 

But most of all, our Bicentennial events have been 

held up to thex light of x freedom. ~kax without that 
have 

light, we could not see our sxx different xxax~xxx~Rs= 

xxax~xxxxx¥XXXXRX traditions. The diversity that makes 

America strong depends upon our a~~XHEXRXX~Rx basic freedom. 

Your celebration today---like all our celebrations this 

year---honrs first the freedom America gives us to be «XxxexeRx 

proud of our EXXXRXRRXXXXRXm differences---in heritage and 

thought. I join you in celebrating ~~HX MHR the Lithuanian 
xxa~xxx~ contribution to America---and our freedom . 

• 



This beautiful amber will alwaysx remind me of your 

folk dance festival---and of all of you. Thank you so 

much for this gift and for inviting me 0 to share your 

salute to the Bicentennial. 

Our Bicentennial celebration makes me think of xk 

a kaleodoscope. Each event---like the turn of the 

kaleodoscope---makes a new pattern---a fresh way of looking 

at what America means. By sharing X0~exkex your fascinating 

cultural xxax traditions---you a create a special pattern. 

But most a of all, we have held our American kaeloscope 

up to the light of freedom---we know that without that 

light our diversity could not be seen or our traditions survive. 

So that above all in all xkax our celebrations this year---we 

honor first the freedom America gives us---to chose our 

own ~RXXHXHRX0XXXXXX~ pattern of life. 

I look forward to seeing you celebrate in dance---what 

we all celebrate xkxsx~HRX** not just SHXH during the Bicentennial 

but every year---our freedom . 

• 



This beautiful amber will always remind me of your 

folk dance festival---and of all of you. Thank you very 

much for this gift and for your xRx±RxxRxxa invitation. 
celebration 

What an amazing and exciting ¥HHX 3HXXB our 

Bicentennial is! we•ve shared experiences of our 

past, enjoyed cultural traditions of ourxx3xeax forefathers---

and---best of all---rejoiced in our freedoms. Lithuanian 

Americans skaxe are especially mindful of the meaning of 

freedom---and xkaxxBMaxeRHss you bring that awareness to 

your Eexekax celebration of two hundred yeErs of freedom. 

The diversity of our people makes this nation stronger---

nad our individuality more meaningful. 

-0-
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks, Fifth Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival, 
September 5, 1976 

This beautiful sx~HH amber will be a reminder of this 

day of celebration---and of you all. Thank you very much. 

The Bicentennail year has been aH dazzling array of 

events and projects---all to x~ one ~~XB important end 

to xem±H~XHS rejoice in our freedoms. I know that Lithuanian 

Americans are especially concerned about the freedoms of 

your first homeland. And the President k asks me to tell 

you of his life-long support for the aspirations of freedom 

and national independence of the peoples of Eastern Europe 

of every proper and peaceful means. 

Our family shares the joy of the Lithuanian American 

family in this very special anniversary. All of us have 

traveled America and seen how the diverse peoples have 

enriched our culture and strengthen our common humanity. 

I'm very eager to see your dancing---and to know that 

this proud heritagek has been preserved . 

• 



HEMORANDUM TO: 

FROt-1: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHJTE HOUSE 

'NASr-;tNGTON 

August 26, 1976 

PETER SORU£.1 

\ 
SUSAN PORTER 

l . 

Action Memo 

Mrs. Ford has accepted the following out-of-town invitations: 

EVENT: Fifth Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival 

GROUP: Lithuanian-American Community of the U.S.A., Inc. 

DATE: Sunday, September 5, 1976 

TIME: 2:00p.m. 

PLACE: International Amphitheatre 
4300 South Halstead Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

CONTACT: Mr. Val Adamkus 
0: 312-353-2000 
H: 312-737-0638 

COMHENTS: The Lithuanian-A.'11erican Community is sponsoring the 
Fifth Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival in salute to the 
Bicentennial. One hundred and two groups of over 
2000 Lithuanian folk dancers will perform. The 
attendance is expected to be about 10,000. The 
Festival is registered with ARBA as the Lithuanian 
community's principal festivity. Although 
Mr. Bruno Juodelis is the chairman (312-968-3869), 
Mr. Adamkus is the contact. Congressman Edward Derwinsky 
(R-Ill) has· also been interested in this event and 
called to endorse it. 

- \ 

• 

l 



- 2 -

Mrs. Ford will remain in Vail until Saturday afternoon, when 
she will travel to the Chicago area and overnight. Sund0:Y 
m.orning, September 5th, she will attend church at the Shiloh 
?aptist Church in Waukegan, Illinois. Congressman Robert McClory 
will also attend, as will the Mayor of lvaukegan, Robert Sabonjian. 

Her attendance at the Shiloh Baptist Church stems from a 
conversation the President had directly with Congressman McClory 
in the early part of this year. At that time the President 
told Congressman McClory he would strongly recommend that Mrs. Ford 
accept this invitation if at all possible. Thus, because it is 
unlikely she will be in Illinois again on a Sunday, this seemed 
maybe the best opportunity to accept the invitation. Attending 
the Shiloh Baptist Church is a woman named Mary Lacey who does 
gospel singing. It is my understanding she will sing during 
the service. The contact is the minister of the church: 
Rev. Jonathan Lightfoot {0: 312-662-6325 or 312-668-9361; 
H: 312-244-6451). I think driving times would be one of my 
chief concerns about this. The file is attached. 

Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
Myron Kuropas 
William Nicholson 
Jerry Jones 
Terry O'Donnell 
Max Friedersdorf 
Steve McConahey 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 

• 
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912 Pl3i>Jfieid Rd., Downers GrG'Je, Iii. S0515 

Februzry 27, 1976 

Hc;1or.::.ole Gerald R. Ford 
'I'h~ Prcsidr>.nt of the United States 
The \~11ite Rouse 1:oo 

-~~· 
----·~' .:::---~- . , "" 

~?~- H .'-"~-2-J 
' j,V " 

- 'il.-·ICC( .~ ' 
4}~~~_J ', 
"~~::. '£1 ~~ 'P-~- :/.rtJ--c·~ ~; ~~~:-~ . /' -.x.:~·.1. . ~ -, .• 

- ~n-LJ~ ""'c.-.~' ~.A-'-. > 
Dear Hr. President: 

- ~-v--" :o.d~~ J 
Tho jl:;:~r1can- Lithu.3.nian Co?tl.-r::u.TJ.ity in the U.S.A. is sponsoring 
th~ Fi:fth Lith·J..:mian Fell-: Dance Festival on Septe:.:.1:x~r 5 • 1976, N:::> • 

at the Intcrnatio~al knphitheatre in Chicc.go. Or:a hu."ldred and ~ 
t:;o ero'lps of o7er 2000 Lithu:mian folk dancers fra~1 tl"~a U.S.A., 
Canai9.~ Brazil, Ver:ezuel9-~ Gernaey and Great Britain will 
parfor:n beforo an e~ected audience of 10,000. -+- 2..Joco :=. ,~.,~ 

PbNG::-e..::::. 

' This F2stiv2~ lrill b9 the r.:aJ·or ss.lute to the Bicente:mial of I 

i 
I 

th::J U.S.A. by all A"T!erican-Lithuanians as an affLL>..a.tion of their 
lo;:,r.llty and lova to this great count!"'tJ as well as a de:nonstration 
of their cultural heritage. This Festival is rcgistred by the 
.American Revolution Bicentennial. Administration,Hasrungton D.C. 
as our prL~cipal Bicentennial festivity in the U.S.A. 

It would be a great honor to this Festival and to all Lithuanians ' 1 "> \-l,•i2"" l 
\\'0~. f';, 

in tha entire world to ha.ve YC'.l as Honorary Patron of the Fifth 
Lithuanian FoB{ Danca Festival,ceffimamorating A~erica's Bicente~~.J~~ 

./ 

Your ld4"1d consideration will. ba deeply appreciated by all Lit..~uanians. 

\ 

Ver·y respectf'ully ycr.J.rs, 

8~~~:-...c~~ 
Bruno P.Juodelis, Cb.alrzrl..a.n 

8Jn·~uzl. Hospc!Jh~y: Publocat:ons· ReccptJon: FIJ·.lt Suo-ro;;ol~. F~rst A.j: T;":,·-

~:arij~ f:•m11 S!JIC llac~>~cius O!nu:e Bindokas Vytau!Js Xam~n!n Jc.u~ I'J:anis cr. Rom•s i'o.,!J:Iis ~ . .,~~::nr P J:.z!.~ 
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V. F. VOLERTA5 

Prt'~~nt 

J • .J. G.:\1LA 

Vice Pre:tulen.l 

S. A.GECYS 

Vice PTesi.lenl 

V.GiiU%JlY5 

Vice PTe:tid.ln.l 

A. W. NOYASITIS, J<:.q. 

J"ice Pr~~itlenl 

A. VASXELIS 

l'ice Pre~ult'nc 

S. M. JURSKIS, (.1li.u) 

Serrl'!aT)' 

A. M. ZEJUt, {.\Jn) 

Activit~ Dire<"tor 

v. V, MACIUNAS 

A dmi.n&..trator 

A. KAIRYS 

('Jwirman • 

Cultural J. 'rami 

J. KAYALIUNAS 

ChnirlftiUI • 
IJORrtf of Educntion 

UTHUANlAN -AiV!ERiCAN C0iY~i\1UNlTY of the U. S. A., Inc. 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
1004 ROBINSON 8UiL01i'·iG · 42 SOUTrl 1ST"< s;;>:::E--: 

Pl--'ILAO":.!_pHIA. P"2:N .... SYLVANIA t~•~O"!. 

215 . 568·!587 

Dr. Hyron Kuropas 
Special Asst. to the President 
for Ethnic Groups 
The ·white House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Myron: 

Piensf' repl_v Jo. 

April 23, 19 76 

Re: Fifth Lithuanian Folk 
Dance Festival 
Chicago Amphitheater 
Septe~~er 5, 1976 

I am supplying the information you requested as a 
result of our telephone discussion in connection with 
the Lithuanian Folk Dance Festival coTh~emorating 
America's Bicentennial to be held September 5, 1976 at 
the Chicago International Amphitheater. 

You indicated you will do your utmost to fulfill 
our organization's request to have Mrs. Betty Ford, wife 
of our President and/or their daughter, Susan to parti­
cipate at the dance festival. As in the past, the 
amphitheater will be sold out with standing room only. 
Four years ago, there \vas national press coverage. The 
appearance of Hrs. Ford or her daughter will materially 
aid our common cause. 

The Chairman of the Reception immediately prior to 
the Festival is Vytautas Kamantas, 1110 69th Street, 
Darien, Illinois 60559, Telephone No. 312-968-7598 who is 
the local contact for your office. You can obtain details 
from him in connection with the affair and Reception. 

As indicated to you, this organization is sponsoring 
the Dance Festival through a separate non-profit community 

• 



Dr. Myron Kuropas April 23, 1976 

- 2 -

organization known as the Lithuanian Folk Dance Festivals, 
Inc. whose principal address is 912 Plainfield Road, 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515. 

The organization was created to maintain the 
continuity and permanency of the Festivals. However, 
we are the responsible organization. 

Your assistance in this regard vmuld be sincerely 
appreciated. Please forward copies of correspondence 
in this connection to me for my file. 

AWNjr/lg 

cc: Hr. Vytautas Kamantas 
Mr. Joseph Gaila 

• 

Sincerely yours, 
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F c r imrrtediate r:._~ lease 
-:-•:esday, AG.g 3t 1976 

THE WIIIT E HOUSE 
Of:ice of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Fo:cd will open the Fifth Lithuani;:.n Folk D::1nce Festival 
in Chicago Sept 5. The Festival will be held at the International 
Arnpitheatre Sunday at 2 p m 

About 12, 000 people are expected for the dance festival, which 
features 2, 000 Lithuanian folk dancers from the United St::>.tes, 
Canada, Brazil, Venezuela, Germany and Great Britain. The 
Festival has been held every four years in the United States. 

This year the event is a special tribute to the American 
Bicentennial by American Lithuanians. The Festival is registered 
by the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration . 

# # # 

press contact: Frank Corrado 

• 
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FOR IMHEDIATE RELEASE JULY 5, 1976 

OFFICE OF THE \VHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

--------~----~(~C~h~a~r~l~ottesville~ Virginia) 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF ~HE PRESIDENT 
AT. TnE 

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY 
AT HONTICELLO 

~ 1 : 2 5 A • H. EDT 

Governor Godwin, Mr. Justice Powell, Senator Byrdt 

P..mbasr-.::l.dor Nolting, Reverend Clel"gy, distinguished guests, 

J.adies and gentlemen: 

It is a very great honor and a high privilege, 

Governor Godwin, to come to the Commonwealth of Virginia 

nnd to this beautiful and significant home and to participate 

in this woriderful cerenony. It is a great honor and privilege 

f0r me to be here today. 

I a~·very proud to welcome all of you as fellow 

citizens of the United States of America. I invite you 

to join fully in~the American adventure and to share our 

ccmmon goal and our common glory. 

Our common goal is freedom -- the liberty of each 

individual to enjoy the equal rights and to pursue the happi­

ness which in this life God gives and self-government secures, 

Our common glory is the great heritage from the 

past which enriches the present and insures our future. 

In 1884, France, as a birthday gift, presented 

the United States with a statue -- the Statue of Liberty 

in New York Harbor. This year scores of friendly nations 

have sent us Bicentennial gifts which we deeply appreciate 

and will long cherish. 

price 
love. 

But you have given us a birthday present beyond 

yourselves, your faith, your loyalty, and your 

We thank you with full and frien1ly hearts. 

After two centuries, there is still something 

wonderful about being an American. If we cannot quite 

express it, we know what it is. You know what it is or 

~ou would n~t be here today. Why not just call it patriotism? 

MORE 
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Thomas Jefferson was a Virginia planter, a 
politician, a philosopher, a practical problem-solver, 
a Palladian architect, a poet in prose. hlith such 
genius he beca~e a Burgess, a delegate, a Governor, an 
Ambassador, a Secretary of State, a Vice President, and 
President of the United States. But, he was first a 
patriot. 

The American patriots of 1776 who pledged tbeir 
lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor to declare 
and defend our independence did more than dissolve their 
ties with another country to protest against the abuses of 
their liberties. 

Jefferson and his collear.ues very deliberately 
and very darinrly set out to construct a ne1.r kind of 
nation. "Hen r:lay be trusted," he said, "to govern them­
selves without a master." This was the most revolutionary 
idea in the world at that time. It remains the most 
revolutionary idea in the world today. 

ltJashinrton, Franklin, Adams, Jefferson, HaJTlil ton, 
Madison, and all patriots who laid the foundation for 
freedom in our Declaration and our Constitution carefully 
studied both contemporary and classic models of Government 
to adapt them to the American climate and our circum­
stances. 

Just as Jefferson did in desir:nirig Monticello, 
they wanted to build in this beautiful land a home for 
equal freedom and opportunity, a haven of safety and happi­
ness, not for themse 1 ves alone, but for all Hho Hould come to 
us thr•ouph centuries. 

HoH well they built is told by millions upon 
millions who came and are still coming. Our first national 
census in 1790 produced a recorded population just under 
four million, Three-fourths of them traced their ancestry 
to the British Isles, though most had considered them­
selves Americans for several generations. 

There was already talk about further immir:ration, 
proposing it should be selective and restrictive, but 
this Has swept aside by the greatest mass moveMent of 
people in all human history. 

ImMigrants came from almost everyHhere, singly 
and in waves. Throughout our first century they brourht 
the restless drive for better lives and rugged streneth 
that cleared the Hilderness, plowed the prairie, tamed the 
western plains, pushing on into the Pacific and to Alaska, 

MORE 

• 



Page 3 

Like the Hayflo\.;rer Pilprims and the early 
Spanish settlers, these new Americans brought with them 
precious relics of the worlds they left behind -- a 
song,a story, a dance, a tool~ a seed, a recipe, the 
name of a place, the rules of a rame, a trick of the 
trade. 

Such transfusions of traditims and cultures, as 
well as of blood, have l"lude Americans unique amonr nations 
and A~ericans a new kind of people. There is little 
the world has that is not native to the United States 
today, Unfettered by ancient hates, the people of the 
young United States really believed that all men are 
created equal. 

vJe admit they had stubborP blind spots in their 
lofty vision -- for blacks, whose forebearer had been 
Americans almost as long as theirs -- and for vlomen, 
whose political rights we took even longer to 
recognize. 

This :E not the day, ho•..;rever, to deplore our 
shortcomings or to --rerret that not all new citizens have 
been welcomed as you are here today. The essential fact 
is that the United States -- as a national policy and 
in fue hearts of most Americans has been willing to 
absorb anyone from anywhere. 

He were confident that si~ply by sharinp: our 
American adventure these newcomers would become loyal, laH­
abiding, productive citizens, and they did. Older nations 
in the 18th and 19th centuries granted their nationality 
to foreign born only as a special privilep:e, if at all. 
He offer·ed citizenship to all, and '"e have been richly 
reHarded. 

The United Stat~s was able to do this because 
we are .uniquely a community of values as distinct from 
a religious community, a racial community, a geographic 
community or an ethnic community. This nation was founded 
200 years ago, not on ancient legends or conquests or 
physical likeness or language, but on a certain political 
value which Jefferson's pen so eloquently expressed. 

To be an American is to subscribe to those opinions 
which the Declaration of Independence proclairs and the 
Constitution prote~ts; The political values of self­
government, liberty and justice, equal rights and equal 
opportunity. 

These beliefs are the secrets of America's 
unity from diversity-- in my judgrr.ent the most maf!1ificent 
achievenent of our 200 years as a nation, "Black is 
beautiful" was a motto of genius Hhich uplifted us far 
above. its intention. Once Americans had thought about it 
and perceived its truth, we began to realize that so are 
brown, Hhite, red and yellcwbeautiful. ~·!hen I was young, 
a Sunday school 1;eacher told us that the beauty of Joseph 1 s 
coat was in its many colors. I believeAmeri cans are 
beautiful individually, in communities, and freely joined 
together,· by dedication to the United States of America • 

• 
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I see a growing danger in this country to conformity 
of thought and taste and behavior. We need more encouragement 
and protection for individuality. The wealth we have of 
culture, ethnic and religious and racial traditions, are 
valuable counterbalances to the overpowering sameness and 
subordination of totalitarian societies. 

The sense of belonging to any group that st.ands 
for something decent and noble so long as it does not confine 
free spirits or cultivate hostility to others, is part 
of the pride every Americ~n should have in the heritage of 
the past. 

That heritage is rooted now, not in England alone -­
as indebted as He are for the Magna Carta and the Common LaH 
not in Europe alone, or in Africa alone, or Asia or on 
the islands of the sea. The American adventure draws from 
the best of all of mankind's long sojourn here on Earth and 
now reaches out into the solar system. 

You came as strangers among us and you leave here 
as citizens, equal in fundamental rights, equal before the law 
with an equal share in ~he promise of the future. 

Jefferson did not define what the pursuit of 
happiness means for you or for me. Our Constitution does 
not guarantee that any of us will find it. But we are free 
to try. 

Foreigners like Lafayette, Von Steuben and Pulaski 
came to fight in our Revolution because they believed in its 
principles that they felt were universal. Immigrants like 
Andrew Carnegie came as a poor boy and created a great steel 
industry, then gave his fortune back to America for libraries, 
universities and museums. Maria Francesca Cabrini came as 
a missionary Sister to serve the sick and the poor. Samuel 
Gompers worked in a sweatshop, spent his lunchtime helping 
other immigt~ant workers learn to read so they could become 
citizens. vJe have gained far, far more than we have given 
to the millions who made America their second homeland. 

Remember that none of us are more than caretakers 
of this great country. Remember that the more freedom you 
give to others, the more you will have for yourself. Remember 
that without law there can be no liberty. 

And remember, as well, the rich treasures you 
brought from whence you carne, and let us share your pride 
in them. 

This is the way that we keep our independence as 
exciting as the day it was declared and keep the United 
States of America even more beautiful than Joseph's coat. 

Thank you very much. 

END (AT 11:37 A.M. EDT) 

• 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 2, 1976 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 
01ilwaukee 2 Wisconsin) 

· .. ;. THE '!JIUTE HOUSE 

RENARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

GREATER i'/HLWtl.UlCEE ETHNIC ORGANIZATIONS 

MADER'S RES'tAU:?.ANT 

12:55·P.M. CST 

THE PRESIDENT: First, let me express my 
appreciation for your being here,and after I make a few 
prepared .remarks I will look forVJard to the opportunity to 
responding t~ any questions, whether it is on the subject 
matter that I am speaking on or any other subject, whether 
it is domestic or international matters. 

I am reminded, as I see some of the faces here, of the 
meeting that He had,with some of you at least,in the Cabinet 

·Room at the White House on July 2 5, as I recollect. At that 
time some 30 leaders of the Eastern European community met · 
with me to discuss problems relating to h'estern Europe and 
related matters. I understand, however, that that was the 
very first time that a President of the United States met 
with leaders representing the interests of so many Americans 
concerned about Eastern Europe. 

J. 

I think on our Bicentennial Anniversary it is 
particularly appropriate that we in Government recognize the 
great contributions of our citizens from Eastern Europe. 
Before the departure for the European Security Conference 
in He-lsinki last·July r.sta.ted my policy very categorically 
in reference to Eastern Europe,and·at this time let me 
reiterate that statement •• I worked on it myself, I am very 
proud of it and I think oftentimes it is not read in proper 
context. 

. . . It goes like· this: ·It is the· policy of the 
United States and it·has been my_ policy ever since I entered 
public life to support the aspirations ·for freedom and national 
independence of the peoples of Eastern Euorpe with whom we 
have· suoh·close ties of culture as well as blood.by every 
proper and by every peaceful ~eans. 

···.• .r 

MORE 
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I stated my hope and expectation that my visits 
to Poland, Rumania and Yugoslavia would again demonstrate the 
friendship and the interest in the welfare and progress of 
the fine people of Eastern Europe. This remains my policy, 
regardless of what any Washington experts or anti-Washington 
experts may say or> write, 

On' 'JU:ly 29, T97S·,. in th'e market· sq·uare of Krakow, 
Poland, I told a good many thousands who were assembled there 
that I was standing only.a very few feet from the flag marking 
where General Kosciusko stood and took his famous oath to 
fight) to regain the indep'endence of Poland and the freedom 
of all Poles. I said I ~as very proud to be in a place so 
rich in Polish history and so closely associated with-the 
Polish hero in our o-vm struggle for independence in the 
United States. 

. . .;: 

, , During my. visit .to.Belgrade I said that Americans'' 
particularly admired Yugoslavia's i11depend~nt spirit. 1\' 
I said whenever indepcndr·nce is: threat~J:c.i., p·?:Ople everywhere 
look to the example of. Yt.gosla·Jian p?.opl~ th:r.·u~tghout their 
history. 'niey take strength and they cta.}ce inspiration from 
that example. 

• .t_. . . .. ~ . 

. America 1 s interes-t in Yugoslavia, 1 s continued 
inde.penqerice, integ~i ty and well-being, express.ed often in 
the past, .remains .. un,diminishe,d., : 

In the Joint Communique which President Ceausescu 
and I signed in Rumania we emphasized our support' for a· just 
and. equitable international orderwhich respects the right 
of each country regardless of size .or political·or economic 
or social system to choose its own destiny free from the use 
or threat of .force. 

~ . ·. ' . ·,: .. 

When I returned f.rom Europe, I told; the American 
peoplethat I was able. to d.eliver in person a. message of 
enormous significance t.o. all Europeans. l,1Y message· was very·· 
clear: America still cares. Apd the torqh and the Statue· 
of Liberty still burns r very brightly •. \tJe .. stand for freedolh 
and independence in 1976 just as we stood for freedom and· 
independence in 1776. 

I have recqlled.. tb~se events because.-they underline 
the fact that my policy, America's'policy,;toward Eastern - -' 
Europe is .fully, ciearly ·a.i-tct fornra:L.ly docume.nted.. It is a '· 
creative and cooperative policy 't'ow'ard the nations of Eastern • • • ·),• 1/•[ • 1' 10 Europe. .It ~s t.he pol~cy that' embraces our most ~mportant V!.: 
ideals as a nation. It is a policy that I have.repeated 
in messages to Americans of Estonian, Lithuanian and Ukranian 
ancestry,and I add the Latvian people whom I know so well in 
my hometown of Gl"and Rapids, r1ichigan, know of my deep concern 
and devotion. and friendship with them. 

MORE 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 4862 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

August 31, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Kay Pullen 

FROM: 

Room 213, East Wing 
White House 

Jeanne W. Davis~ 

SUBJECT: Mrs. Ford's Visit to Lithuanian­
American Folk Festival 

In response to your telephone call of August 31 to Mr. Clift, I am 

forwarding the following background papers for your information 

in connection with Mrs. Ford's visit to the Lithuanian-American 

Folk Festival in Chicago on September 4, 1976: 

President Ford's message to Americans of Lithuanian 

Ancestry, February 26, 1976; 

President Ford's remarks to Greater Milwaukee 
ethnic organizations, April 2, 1976; and 

President Ford's July 5 remarks at the Naturalization 

Ceremony, Monticello. 

Taking the occasion of our Bicentennial year to mark the contributions 

of Americans of bi-national heritage to the growth and development 

of the United States would seem an appropriate theme for such an 

occasion. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

• 



I 
' I 
j 
1 

Page 3 

What it amounts to -- there is no secret 
Washington policy, no double standard by this Government. 

The record is positive, consistent, responsive 
to your concerns, and I say it is indd:sputable. The United 
States strongly supports the aspirations for freedom, 
for national independence of peoples everywhere, including 
the peoples of Eastern Europe. I have followed this policy 
in my visits to Eastern Europe and in my meetings t·li th 
Eastern European leade:t'S here as well as overseaa. Our 
policy is in no sense -- and I emphasize this -- in no sense 
accept Soviet dominion of Eastern Europe or any kind of 
organic origin. 

Nor is it in any way designed to permit the consol.idatiol 
fo:t' such dominion. On the contrary, the United States seeks 
to be responsive to and to encourage as responsibly as possible 
the desires of Eastern Europeans for greater autonomy, 
independence and more normal relations with the rest of 
the world. 

This is the policy that I will continue to 
pursue with patience, with firmness and with persistence 
a policy from which the United States will not waiver. 

Thank you very, very much. 

END (AT 1:10 P.M. CST) 
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F~~brua.ry 26, 197 6 i 

TO AMEIUCJ\NS OF LITHUANIAN .ANCf:t>TH.Y 

Aa we cckbr~tc tho birth of ft'ccdom in America, more and nwrc 
of our people o.re rnindful of their bi~nationn.l lH~rH0r~n. Your. 
LHhuaninn-;\rncric;"l.n nctivitier: cn.ll ntt(•ntion to t-he l''"~n~~rl;:;'l.hlc 

cf.foJ~t.s of mHlion!J of tal.cntcd t'..nc1. hard-workinr individuals from 
all over the v;orld who bdH 1\tn~ric:. into the r,rcat nn.tion we 
kno\v today. 

I nn1 l~ccnl;r r.w<Lrf\ of yOtu· g:rcn.t :-l.nxict)' concerning yon:r. homclnnd, 
fn.mlUc0 n.u-:1 friends who hav(~ hr.(:n nnd 3re still profoundly aJfc:ct(;(l 
h)r Ea:;i:- \Vent political dcvelopnH:!nts in Eu.rop~. Last fHln:H1l0.r, 

j11ct b(:forc dep::..rting for Hdninki, ancl b0fore that in JTehruP.r)r of 
) 975, I rnct v:Hh yonr karlcJ:o to di.r.;cufHl thr:R.::: conccrn9 and to cm­
phasb~e that the acco:rrl I would nl.g11 in Iklsinki wn.~ nf'ither a. trc::-.ty 
nor a logo.lly binding document. 

The Bcldnkl ."">.t;rccrnC'nto, I polnt('c] out, wcr~ politic~t and mor<1.l 
cornrnitrw:nts nhned at lc£;Sf)ninr, tcnsiontJ anr1 op-:ning fu.rthC'r t.hc 
lh1eG of communication bctwel!:n the pc:opl(·r; of Eant and ·wl:'~t. I 
tHHlure you ngain that thc:n: is no cause for the veri' nndcrsto.n.dabtc 
concern. yo1.t r.~bccl about t.he effc ct of the J:·Ir:• J dnki Dt:' c lnrationn on 
the Baltic n;~.tions. Th~ Unitr:d States haG ncvor rr>cor;niz~:d t1<c 
Soviet incorporation of .Fstonia, Latvln <1nd J.Hhu;l.nia. nnd is not 
cloi.np: co t10\\', Our offid<:-1 potic)r ~f nann-cognition in not affcctcfl 
by the rc £?-nlts of the> .European ficcnrity Coni·~ :t:~nCI'!. 

It in the poHcy of tlv; nnitcrl Staten- -and if: 1wo hr:rn my policy cv~ r ) 
nincc I entArerl pnblic lifc~-to £:~;upport the aspirations for freedom 
and naHon<\t indcpcnrhnt~c of the peoples of Eastern Furopr;-: b)r ev0.ry 
proper and peaceful n1cnns. · 

I commend }ron for your con.Hnued contrihqU.on~ to our nation<1.l 
lcgncy :-l.nd to onr durabl<: gyr:t::'nl of rcpr~fJcntativc- govt'rntnN'lL 
Tocln.y, I sntut0 yon for yo•.n nt:rngr::k on lwhalf of ~ll hnn-H\n frr•·­
dor:n . 

TO BE H.EAD BY DH. MYH.ON I<UH.OPAS IN CHICAGO AT LITHUANIAN 
. Alvf.EIUCAN HEPUBLICAN LEAGUE BANQUET ON FEB. ·28 

GHF:NSC/Kuropas /Hasek:jmc 
Appro,·ed by Dennis Cliit,. NSC. 
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