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Revised, Central High School Graduation Remarks

It is truly an honor for me to return to my own
high school after 40 years. That seems a very long
time ago. The class of 1936 and the class of 1976 are
many years ago and many changes apart. But I believe
each class of graduates and parents have similar emotions
and expectations on graduation day.

I've shared this day with my four children, and I
understand. what a sad-happy day this is for all of you.
For graduates, this marks an end to a very special ﬁi@e
in your lives. You will always remember the friends aﬁd
the fun, but you are looking today toward new adventures.

Today you begin to take more control of your own
life and to pursue your own special dreams. That's both
exciting and a little scary.

As your parents and friends watch you start the
adventure of more education or a job, they share your
excitement. As all parents do, they want good things for
you.

I'm sure every mother in this audience remembers the
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first day you went off to school. The same mixture of
high hopes and just a little pain are somewhat the same
today.

We really can do little more than encourage you to
follow your own dreams and to assure you of our support.
To trust and believe in yourself is the best advice we
can give. We do hope you will grow as individuals and
continue té learn more about the world around you.

What makes America special is that each individual
can make his own personal promises about what he wants
to do with his life.

When we talk about the American dream, we really
are talking about the collection of all our dreams. Your
expectations will be matched by surprises and disappointments.
But I've found the true excitement and challenge of life is
to expect the unexpected.

As I watched my children graduate, I wanted each of them
to have the strength to accept challenges and the courage
to overcome defeats. My hopes for them are the same for
you today and ali young people—--may you have laughter,
friends and joy. May you live up to the best in yourselves;

In this Bicentennial year, may you use the liberty

America gives us to make the world a better place.

-0~
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It is truly an honor for me to return to my own
high school after 40 years. That seems a very long time
ago. The class of 1936 and the class of 1976 are many
years and many changes apart.

Your studies, clothes and future jobs are different
from those of my generation. But I believe each class of
graduates and parents have similar emotions and expectations
on graduation day.

I've shared this day with my four children, and I
understand what a sad-happy day this is for all of you.

For graduates, this marks an end to a very special time
in your lives. You will always remember the friends and
the fun, but you are looking today for new adventures.

Today you begin to take more control of your own lives
and to pursue your own special dreams. Whether you continue
your education or start a job, you will make your own
decisions. That's both exciting and a little scary.

As your parents and friends launch you on this adventure,
they share your excitement. As all parents do, they want
good things for you.

I'm sure every mother in this audience | ==
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remembers the first day you went off to school. The
same mixture of high hopes and just a little pain are
somewhat the same tody.

We really can do little more than encourage you to
follow your own dreams and to assure you of our support.

We hope you will continue to grow as individuals and
to learn more about the world around you.

I think of the lines from the poet George Santayana:
"It is not wisdom to be only wise, and on the inward vision
close the eyes, but it is wisdom to believe the heart."

To trust and believe in yourself really is the best
advice we can give.

You are unique---with talent, energy and ideas only
you can give to your community and to your country. What
makes America special is that each individual can make and
keep his own promises to himself.

When we talk about the American dream, we really are
talking about the collection of all our dreams. Your expectations
will be matched by surprises and disappointments. But the
excitement and challenge of life is to expect and accept

the unexpected. 1I've found that so important in my life.

As I watched my children graduate, I wanted each of them
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to have the strength to accept challenges and the courage

to overcome defeats. My hopes for them are the same for

you today and all young people---may you have laughter,

friends and joy and may you live up to be best in yourselves.
In this year of our Bicentennial, may you use the

liberty American gives us to make the world a better place.
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It is truly an honor for me to return to my own
high school after 40 years. That seems a very long
time ago. Célthough yvou and I studied in the same
building, many things have chénged at Central High

School.) The class of 1936 and the class of 1976
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are vears apart;—pbecauseof many events
7o a.,f‘\/" .
and changes id the -woxld.

T~
fﬁé subjects you studied, the clothes you wear

and iﬂéwgéﬁs yohzwifi‘have are different from those

of my generation. But I believe each class of graduatgs
and parents have similar emotions and expectations on
graduation day.

I've shared this day with my four children, and I
know what a sad-happy day this is for all@eé—yeu. Fox
graduates, this marks an end to a very special time in
your lives. You will always remember the friends and
fhe fun, but you are loocking today for new adventures,
Today is more a beginning than an end.é/fga;§w§ou begin
to take more control of your own lives and to pursue your
own special dreams.

Whether you continue your education or start a job,
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you will make your own decisions. That's both exciting
and a little scary. (?our life will never be as
structured and predictable as it has been in the past.
There will be fewer required courses and more electivesJ

As your parents and friénds iaunch you on this
adventure, ;\Ehag~they share your excitement. As all
parents do, they want good things for you.

I'm sure every mother in this audience remembers
the first day you went off to school. The same mixture
of high hdpes and just a little pain are somewhat the
same today.

We really can do little more than encourage you
to follow your own dreams and to let you know we will
back you up. We &kl _hope you will continue to grow

. . N 1 Lot~ bugvse— { g
as individuals and tokeep edueating yourself about the

A
.
world around you.
I think of the lines from the poet George Santayana:

"It is not wisdom to be only wise, and on the inward vision

close the eyes, but it is wisdom to believe the heart."

To trust and believe in yourself really is the best advice e

we can give. :
—— »\Cti";'"‘:"(\ «(dlﬁ&é]/

You are unique with seme talent and energyféﬁiy you

can give to your community and to your country.
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What makes America special is that each individual can
make and keep his own promises to himself.

When we talk about the American dream, we really
are talking about the collection of all our dréams.”

You graduate with many expectations, and no doubt will
encounter disappointmehts and surprises. But what makes
America exciting is that all of us can expect the unexpected.
I've found that in my own life and my friends.

You begin with your own hopes and talents and whaé ------- |
happens will not always be as you plan. But if you do
believe your heart and discipline yourself to be the
best you can be, Ibelieve you will find many rewards. ”///

(; think of the parable of the talents in the Bible
and of the man who used his one talent well. What is

important in our lives is not what we have in the way

of intelligence and talent, but what we do with these

gifts}.
As I watched each of my children graduate, I wanted
each of them to have the strength to accept the challénges
and the courage to overcome the disappointments. My hopes
for them are the same for you today and all young people-~

may you have laughter, friends and hope and may you live

up to the best in yourselves.
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In this year of our Bicentennial, may you
use the liberty America gives us to make our
world a better place.

-0-
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It is truly an honor for me to return to my
ax¥a own high school after 40 years for your
graduation. That seems a very long time ago,
and although gEmkxakxBighk you and I studied in
the same building, many things have changed in
this city and in the country. Bk

The kB subjects you studied, the clothes
you wear and the country you live in are all very

I bel®ve
different from the class of 1936. But each class
and parents

of graduates has many similar emotions and expectations
on graduation day.

I've shared this day with my four children, and
I know what a sad-happy day it is for all of you.
For graduates, this marks an end to very special time
in your XxX lives---the friends you've made and the
fun you've had will be remembered for many years to come.
But today is more a beginning than an end. Today you

begin to take more control of your own lives and to

pursue your own special dreams.

Whether you continue your education or start a job,



you will be making your own choices. That's both
exciting and a little scary. Your life will never
again be as structured and predictable as it has
been during your school years. Fewer decisions will
be made for you, and more choices will be ¥BHRY yours.

As your parents and friends launch you on this
adventure, I know they share your excitement. As
all pxeE parents do, they want good things for you.

I'm sure every mother in this audience thinks
about the first day kx her myx child went off to school.
That same mixture of high mrk hopes and just a little
pain are somewhat the same today.

Those of us w® who are older x®mXX really can do little
more than encourage you to follow your own pakhx
dreams. We all hope that ¥m® you will continue to graow
and learn.

I think of the lines from the poet George Santayana:
"It is not wisdom to be only x wise, and BRXy on the
inward vision close the eyes, but it is wisdom to believe
the heart." That theme of "to your own self be kmx true"
is really the best advice we have.

Youare HEEXM MR unique without another duplicate in
the world. You have something that only you can give

to your community a# and to your country.
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It is truly an honor for me to return to my own
high school after 40 years. That seems a very long time
ago. The class of 1936 and the class of 1976 are many
years- and many changes apart.

Your studies, clothes and future jobs are different
from those of my generation. But I believe each class of
graduates and parents have similarremotions and expectatiéns
on graduation day.

~I've shared this day with my four children, and T
unaerstand what a sad-happy ‘day this isvfor §ll of yoﬁ,
For'gradﬁétes,'this marks an end to a very special time
in your lives. You willAalwajsmremember the friends and
the fun, but you are looking today for new adventures,

Today you begin to také moreAcontrol of your own liveés
and to pursue your éwn 5pecial dreams. Whether you continue

your education or start a job, you will make your own

decisions. That's both exciting and a little scary.
As your parents and friends léunch,yOu on this adventure,
they share your excitement. As all parents do, they want

good things for you.

I'm sure every mother in this audience
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remembers the first day you went off to school.  The
same mixture of high hopes and just a little pain are
sohewhat the same today.

We really can do little more than encourage you to
follow yourrown dreamé aﬁd to.assﬁre you of -our support.
We hope you will continue to'grow as individuals and
té leérn mofe about the world around you.

I think Gf'the lineé frém the poet George Santayaha;
"It is not wisdom to be only wise, ar;_d 61'1 ﬂthg_e inward visio_r_1,
close the eyes, but it is wisdom to believe the heart."
To: trust and believe in yourself~really is the best
advice we éan give. |

You are unique--=with talent, energy and ideas only -
you can give to your community and to your country. What
‘makes America special is that each individual can make and
keep his own prémises to bimseif., . |

When we talk éboﬁt thé Amefiéan dream, we‘really aré
talking about theAcoilection of‘ail our dreams; Youfiéxpecpatiéﬁs
will be matched>by'surprises and disappointments. But the
excitement and chailenge of life is to expect and accept

the unexpected. 1I've found that so important. in my life.

As I watched my children graduate, I wanted each of them
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to have the strength to accept challenges and the courage

to overcome defeats. My hopes for them are the same for

you today and all young people-—--may you have laughter,

friends and joy and may you live up to be best in yourselves.
In this yéar of durABicentennial, may you'use the

liberty American gives us to make the world a better place.

-0~
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It is truly an honor to come back to my own
high school after 40 years for your graduation
exercises. I know what a special day this is
because I've shared it with my four children.

This really is a sad-happy day for parents, because
we look at our xkikéxax grown-up children and
remember other days.

I wonder if there is a mother in this audience

day
who doesn't think today about the first Xims her
child went to school. We send you off to school
just as we send you off today---with high hopes and
just a little pain.

BXAANA KK A XK KA XK KGN XX AR XS K XA KK E X KA X XEHAXER

Graduation in a way is like going off to the
first grade, but this time will be going off on your
own. Perhaps you will continue your formal education
or begin your life's work, but whatever your path,
you will be more in control of your own life. That's

an exciting prospect.

You have your own special hopes and Rxmamsx expectations.



I am happy to share this special day in your
lives. I am closer to how the parents and g friends
of the graduates feel today than perhaps the class
of 1976. This is a sad-happy day for parents. A
parent looks at the high school graduate and sees
a little boy or girl the first time on a hkxrk
bicycle or remembers watching that small figure
walk xk into the classroom for the first time f£fmx
SO many years ago.

Now here you are today---hBEgXRRIXRGXAXEPERXAIXKXME
¥R on the threshold of another beginning. 2k Graduation
is mrkxkexgexrgxkse in a way like going to the first
grade, but this time you will be on your own---perhaps
a job, more education, life more m under your own control.
It is both exciting and a little frightening, and there
is so little to say as you begin this adventure.

I think about my own graduation 40years ago---how
time does fly. Although much has changed in this country,
each generation brings to its task a new perspective.

You carry within yourself the potential for personal

growth...for exploring new frontiers for seeking out



To me, ®BHRE America remains the most exciting country
in the world, because each individual can become the
best of what he wants to be.

We talk about the American dream, and that = really
is a collection of all our m dreams. Hxxxxnnaxxkﬁax
Youx start out dmay today with many expectations, and
no doubt w you will encounter disappointments arfxdskaux
and surprises. But what really is exciting in our
country is that each of us can expect the unexpected.
You beging ¥ withyour own talents and hopes, and what
happents will not always be as your plan. But if you
do believe your heart and wmxkx disciplire yourself
to be the best you can be---I belive you will find many
rewards.

I think of the parable of the akex talents in the
Bible, and of the man who used his one talent well.
What is important in all our lives is not k® what we have
been given in the way of intelligence and talent---but
what we do with these gifts.

As I xw saw each of my children graduate, I kax
kagxax wanted a good life for them---with friends, family,

work to give them a place...love, surprises and I hoped

they would have the strength to accept the challenges and



and the'grace to accept their blessings. My hopes

for them are the same as I have for you today and

for all young people---good work, gmixgmmf good friends
and unexpected tests of their courage and their abilities.
To each of you---the same.

-0~
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It is truly an honor for me to return to my own
high school after 40 years. That seems a very long
time ago. The class of 1963 and the class of 1976 are
many years and many changes apart.

Your studies, :22;§Z2 and future jobs are different
from those of my gmneration. But I believe each class of
graduates and parents have similar emotions and expectations
on graduation day.

I've shared this day with my four children,; and I
understand wht a sad-happy day this is for all of you.

For graduates, this ends a very special time in your lives.
You will always remember the friends and the fun, but
you are looking today for new adventures.

Today you begin to take more control of your own lives
and to pursue your own special dreams. Whether you continue
your education or start a job, you will make your own
decisions. That's both exciting and a little scary.

As your parents and friends launch you on this

adventure, they share your excitement. As all parents do,
they want good things for you. .

@kﬁ& Fk@ydm

I'm sure every ‘bﬁﬂgfﬁin this audience i::;; ram embers

m
the firstp day you went off to school. The same mixture



of high hopes and just a little pain are somewhat the
same today.

(}t'sf hard to know what words will help = guide
you—---and which ones you are prepared to accept.

LEgch generation finds aes& its own joys and reacts

— ver
to its own pains. Your goals w& and hopes for yourse%ﬂ
— .

and your country are msm different from those of your
parents.

LE_believe 1976 is a grand time to be young. The
Nation has a worklist of problems to be solved, but it

has xgaﬁigi;u*agaxan;;E;ix many resources to do so.

Your talent, imagination and hard work can help.

LWe are just emerging from a turbulent period, and this
is a time of reevaluation. After a period of extreme
doubt and agitation, there is a ® danger of settling into
§E'complacency. I hope your generation helps keep
America from becoming Sekfmtnk-scl f-satisfied.

" N\
Lgespite important gains in m»-mskE achieving equal

rights and responsibilities for BEmsk® women and racial

minorities, inequities and injustices remain. ™>

<r5€§§IEé our technological achievements, we still

face an energy crisis.

Lgpe fai lures of past generations always fall® to the

young) ut be ; encouraged by America's triumphs and by



the personal achievements of those you admire.
I wish for you today what I wished for my chil ren
on their graduation days---may you be the best you can

be and may you leave the world around you a better place.





