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Remarks -- San Jacinto Day Ceremonies, April 21, 1976 

I am deeply honored to become a citizen of 

· Texas on this historic day. How much courage and 

inspiration we can take from those first Texans who 

' 
won their independence and used it to ~uild a great 

<.State. 

Something about the character of Texas captures 

the zest fo~ freedom--that has kept American strong and 

growing for two hundred years. 

Independence really is a description of a way of 

life. And Texas is a state whose people live independence 

by doing, achieving and building for the future. 

I salute you as heirs of a fighting faith in 

freedom, born here at San Jacinto, nurtured by those who 
.. 

served on this proud battleship, and alive in the hearts 

·•. and lives of all Americans. 

·. _.·.,· 
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MRS. FORD'S REMARKS 

' SAN JACINTO DAY CEREMONIES 

April 21, 1976 

I AM DEEPLY HONORED 

TO BECOME A CIT I ZEN OF TEXAS 

ON THIS HISTORIC DAY. 

HOW MUCH COURAGE AND INSPIRATION 

WE CAN TAKE FROM THOSE FIRST TEXANS 

WHO WON THEIR INDEPENDENCE 

AND USED IT TO BUILD 

SUCH A GREAT STATE. 

I. 



SOMETHING ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF TEXAS 

CAPTURES THE ZEST FOR FREFDOM---

THAT HAS KEPT AMERICA STRONG AND GROWING 

FOR TWO HUNDRED YEARS. 

INDEPENDENCE REALLY IS A DESCRIPTION 

OF A WAY OF LIFE. 

AND TEXAS IS A STATE 

WHOSE PEOPLE LIVE INDEPENDENCE 

BY DOl NG, ACHIEVING AND BUILDING 

FOR THE FUTURE. 

2. 

3. 



I SALUTE YOU AS HEIRS 

OF A FIGHTING FAITH FOR FREEDOM, 

BORN HERE AT SAN JACINTO, 

NUHTURED BY THOSE WHO SERVED 

ON THIS PROUD BATTLESHIP, 

AND ALIVE IN THE HEARTS AND LIVES 

OF ALL AMERICANS. 

YOU HAVE A HISTORY 

PROUD TO REMEMBER 

AND PROUD TO CELEBRATE. 
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5. 




