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THANK YO~~O VERY MUCH 

FOR THIS AWARD. 

IT IS ESPECIALLY MEANINGFUL 

TO BE R[COGNIZED BY A GROUP 

WITH SUCH A LONG AND DISTINGUISHED RECORD

OF SERVICE TO THE REPUBLICAN PARTY• 
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AS I TRAV[L THE COUNTRY, 
/\.. 

I'M OFTEN REMINDED 

OF HOW SHARED POLITICAL FAITH 

AND DU RABLE FR IENDS HIPS 

BIND REPU BLI CANS TOGETHER-.-- .--.- .-.. < -_.,.... . Jt -:,.~~."'::'-~~( . --- --~---"--
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DESPITE, DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS AND AGES. 
J~\ ... . 
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YOUR CLUB IS A TESTIMONY TO THIS UNITY 


OF SHA RED GOA LS AND INTERESTS. 


VOTEF< EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION, 


FUNDRAISING AI\JD POLITICAL SEMINARS--

ALL THESE INDISPENSABLE ACTIVITIES 


KEEP THE REPUB,LI CAN PARTY STRONG. 
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WHEN I MEET WITH DEVOTED VOLUNTEERS,· . 
I ALWAYS THI NK 

THE SPEe IAL HONORS BELONG TO YOU. 

IT~\ YOU RGEI'JEROS ITY 

WITH TIME, ENERGY AND MONEY 

THAT MAKES THE GRAND OLD. PARTY WORK. 
~ . 



AND SO I THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR MANY, MAI\lY COI\lTRI BUT10NS 

TO THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

AND TO OUR COUNTRY. 

# # # 



Women's National Republican Club 

It's delightful to share the platform today with my 

dear friend, Barry Goldwater. I want to deny he has any 

responsibility for my enthusiasm for candor---Klk~k 

although I have long admired the forerightness and honesty 

of the Senator from Arizona. 

The more I travel our country, the more I am reminded 

of how many links of friendship exist across the mXes miles. 

To be sure, it is a long way geographically from New York 

to California, but that distance xBxs3x3XXeHXB is shortened 

by EamMaRXBRXXRXsxHHB shared EB goals and shared faith. 

Your own club is a testimony to the x~3xkRR£BXaX 

unity 3x---resulting fro~tical beliefs. Although 

different ages and backgrounds, you have worked together 

for the Republican party in good times and bad. There are 

no BlIH "sunshine patriots" in the Women's National Republican 

Club. Your entire history shows your devotion to this party 

and through that kH your concern about our political system. 

exx The two partiesx~XExXse are vital to our system, because 

they provide the mechanism for eSHERk~ education about the 

issues and organization to get voters to the polls. 

I mentioned earlier how struck I am in my B travels by 

what a small country this is in some ways. I've also x been 



delighted by the lIupbeatli spirit I feel in America in 1976. 

I believe America is emerging from a downswing economically, 

politically and emotionally. This Nation is BS always stronger 

and better S~iXH spiritually than is sometimes acknowledged. 

But I believe this year we are ready---as a people---to XB%k 

BE3HXXaHX take pride in our success as a Nation. 

America is not the promised land---but it is a land of 

~amXsHXBH«XBXXRHaX3XxRB~ promise, because the American people 

are always willing to keep trying. 

I feel very honored to be First Lady in this our Bicentennial 

year, because it gives me the B~~XHHXX¥x opportunity to talk 

about our x achievements as well as our failures. I see so much 

that is ~BRxB good and fine about our government, our free 

enterprise system and our dedication to liberty. I see all 

this in every XHBH town and city in America, and I see in the 

the faces of people I meet. The faces of dear friends---like 

so many in this audience---and the faces of strangers I meet 

in traveling all reflecting back the optimism and joy I feel 

about America's next two hundred years. 

Thank you very much for this special honor, but thank 

you most of all for your many, many contributions to our 

party and to the country. 
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Women's National Republican Club 

Thank you very much. I shall treasure this honor, 

because it comes fram such a hard-working, dedicated group 

of Republicans. 

Your devotion to the Republican party shows your interest 

in our political process, because K±XkaKx our two-party system 

makes our government work. WXXHaHX Our political parties 

provide the mechanism for voter education and involvement. 

lB:cause of volunteers like you, the RHPHBXXx Republican party 

is healthy and viable. In good times and bad, you work 

to keep the Party strong, to promote good candidates and 

to keep alive important issues. 

Republican workers likeThe enthusiasm and 

you is so critical to our party and to the Nation. Thank 

you again for this special honor, but thanks most of all for 

your many, many contributions to x.sYi;;~~~GOP, whose 

beliefs we share. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 8, 1976 

MEMORANDUM TO: 	 PETER SORUM 

FROM: 	 SUSAN PORTER 

SUBJECT: 	 Action Memo 

Mrs. Ford has accepted the following out-of-town invitation: 

EVENT: 	 Luncheon 

GROUP: 	 Women's National Republican Club 

DATE: Saturday, March 20, 1976 

TIME: 11:45 VIP Reception, West Foyer 
12:30 Luncheon, Ballroom 

PLACE: 	 Waldorf Astoria Hotel 

New York, New York 


CONTACT: Mrs. Rosemary McGrath, First Vice President 
0: (212) 582-5454 
H: (212) 777-4949 

COMMENTS: 	 Mrs. Ford has accepted the invitation of the Women's 
National Republican Club to attend their 55th Annual 
Luncheon to be held on March 20th at the Waldorf in . 
New York. Susan Ford was also invited but has decline~. 

The Women's National Republican Club will present to 
Mrs. Ford their "Republican Woman of the Year Award". 
Barry Goldwater will be the main speaker, and Mrs. Douglas 
MacArthur will receive their "Affectionate Honor Award". 
Although I 	 spoke originally with Mrs. John Lodge, the 
luncheon chairman, Mrs. McGrath has indicated she should 
probably serve as the contact. Mrs. Rudo~f A. Bernatschke 
is the President. The occasion, judging from press 
reports, promises to be a gala one. 
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Although the luncheon is Saturday, Mrs. Ford would like 
,to go to New, York on Friday for some private appointments 
and remain overnight. ,Her departure will be determined 
by the times of the appointments which: she does not yet know. 

May I also suggest that you may wish to make a preliminary 
contact with the Parsons Award people at the time of your 
advance of the 20th event regarding Mrs. Ford's March 29th 
New York event. As of this writing I do not have those 
details but will have them by the time you return from 
California. 

The 	file is attached. 

Thank you. 

c: 	 BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
William Nicholson 
Warren Hendriks 
H. H. Calloway 
Dick Mastrangelo 
Max Friedersdorf 
Jerry Jones 
Robert Hartmann 
Mildred Leonard 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 
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The Women's National Republican Club, Inc. 
, .' .~ 

requests the pleasure of your company at its 


55th ANNUAL LUNCHEON 


and 


"SALUTE TO THE BICENTENNIAL" 


{
:,' , 

Waldorf-Astoria Ball room 

New York City 

Saturday, March 20, 1976 at 12:30 o'clock 

:.;', Mrs. Gerald R. Fordt: 
, ',~ 

':Republican Woman of the Year" Award' 

: < Speaker 
., y" 

'{,-
United States Senator Barry Goldwater 

", } 

: ; '., "Distinguished Political Service" Award
1 ~ , ;;.-, '~ 

r .):, .. 
" ' . ,,: I"'; " 

,",' ,oJ 

.. Mrs. Douglas MacArthur 
"Affectionate Honor Award" 

Licia Albanese 

"The Star Spangled Banner" 


Music 


Courtesy of Ben Cutler 




Women's Natl. Repub. Club 
March 20, 1976, NYC 

MalLc.h 2., 1976 

Thi6 .u ;tQ coK&Uun my .teh.p/wne. c.cnvvua.:ti.o~1. 
wU:.h MIl.6. Jolm Lodge ;tha.;t 11.!.u. FOJtd.i..6 lutppy 
hJ a.c.c.t.p.t youJt 1Und .i.n.vli:tJ.,tion t:D a:ttend :the. 
55:th Annuat LWlcheon on the. "'-!omen '.6 Na.ti..otuti. 
RepubliCAn Club .in New YolLh. on MaJz.c.h 2.0:th 
a;t & Wa!doJtb -AAtDlIiA.. I am .6Wte / • .fJLh. foJtd 
would caxn;t me. :to t!Dnve.y r..eJr. ~e and helL 
enc.oUltagemen-t hJ aU. who aJLe a.c:U.v~f..y -involved 
.in plLepaJta:tion.h 60Jt .tJlh, levely oc.c.a..6icn. 

With a..U. bu.t w,Uhu, 

SU6an f'oJt.teJr. 
Appohtt;mu"u SecJtetalt.!J 
6o,'L M!r.&. foJtd 

M1L&. RwiD.t' A. Be/uIa:U(!hlu.. 
J'1le6.lden:t 
The (IJomvl'.6 Na.:tl.ona.t. 

Republi.c.4n C.t.ub 
3 W~ 51.6.t ~e~ 
Nw Yollk, New YO!tk • 10019 

c: ~F Accepted Pe.ncUng (MaJLch 20, New YOJr.k) 
W,(il,iam N.i.c.hoiA 0 n 

http:Republi.c.4n


THE.WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mrs. Ford, 

As we discussed this morning, this is 

the invitation you were unable to accept J 

last year and we held it for consideration 

this year because you hoped to do it •. 

They would like to honor you with their 

"Woman of the Year Award". Being the 

national group, I hope you will be able 

to do this. 

If you are planning to accept, I think 

it would be worthwhile to convey that to-
them at this time rather than waiting closer 

to the date. 

>( Attend 

__~Regret 

Thank you, 
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MRS. JAMES W. GERARD 
HON. LOUISE GORE 
MRS. JOHN DAVIS '.ODGE 
MRS. GORDON LAMONT 

Chairman, National Council 
HON. KATHARINE ST. GEORGE 

Parliamentarian 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

As President of the Women's National Republican 
Club, Inc., I am. expressing the hope of every 
member that you will accept our IlWoman of the 
Year Award ll on the occasion of our 55th Annual
Luncheon to be held in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Waldorf-Astoria on Saturday, March 20, 1976 
at 12:30 p.m. 

We know there are many demands made of your 
but we do so want you with us at our Anniversary 
Celebration. 

With best wis hes , 

t~:;n::~e~~~~ 
Mrs. Rudolf A. Bernatsc.~e 

President 

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 22, 1976 

Dear Mrs. Gunther: 

I ~vas interested in reading your letter of January 19th 
and learning of your plans for a dinner at the Women's 
National Republican Club on·February 18th and your 
desire to have Susan Ford as your guest. 

Inasmuch as I am not familiar with Susan's schedule I 
am fo~varding a copy of your letter along with a copy of 
this reply to the office responsible for coordinating 
Susan's activities. I am sure you will hear from that 
office in sufficient time for your dinner. 

Very best wishes for success in your assignment as 
Chairman of the Calvin Coolidge Memorial Library, and 
with your dinner program. 

Sincerely, 
~ . ..LJ 

/?t.~t.~-<
(Miss) Mildred Leonard . 
Personal Assistant 

M=s. Robert F. Gunther 
Chairman Calvin Coolidge Memorial Library,.
308 lvest97th Street 
New York, New York 10025 
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(212) JUdson 2-5454 

Ms. Mildred Leonard 
Asst. to The President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Miss Leonard: 

. HONORARY MEM3ERS 
MRS. DWIGHT O. EISENF;OWER 
MRS. RICHARD M. NIXON 
MRS. GERALD R. FORO 

MRS. NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER 

January 19, 1976 

May I seek your advice after you have read what I would 
love to have take place. 

,By way of introduction I am on the Board of Governors of 
Women's National Republican Club and my assignment is 
Chairman of the Calvin Coolidge Memorial Library. 

On February 18, Wednesday we are planning a very fine 
dinner at the club -  from 6 to 7 in the George Washington 
Room we shall have cocktails and something lovely re 
the Bicentennial after which we will go to our Main Dining 
Room and enjoy dinner with a fine speaker and guests. 
We are calling it the George Washington Dinner. 

Would it be possible that Susan Ford could be our guest? 
I want to invite several outstanding young people. 

Helen Thomas will be our guest at a Tea on January 21st 
and I am happy to have apichi.re of a conference with 
President Ford. By the way he knows me in several 
things that we have done such as I am with the National 
Football Foundation and Hall of Fame and on the National 
Council of Women, etc. 

May I hear from you and thanks very much for anything 
you can do to help me: 
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Gayle Gary 
l:E 12 F i J t 11 Av e n u ~>-'(t:::::::.-J
NYC NY 10029 

Miss Porter 

The White House 


Dear Miss Porter: 

For 25 years I have assi sted, as a member of the ViNRC, in P.R. for 

the Annual Luncheon. Enclosed are some of the background items re me. 

I am enclosing the t~o releases that just went out. Your advan ce 

man will get the list of State Chairmen for the lunch, I assume. 

I am enclosing a few jotted thoughts for a "theme" for consideration 

for the acceptance remarks. Perhaps the thoughts may be useful. 

Thank you for reading this and passing it along. My best to Rae 

zeeman. 

Sincerely, 

",it (j-tt ~~ '--?C 
()/ 



This is our bicentennial year. 

The Sailiilite to me is a Salute to our forefathers and what they 

represented. What is needed and wanted in this bi-centennial year is 

a return and re-establishemnt of those princ*ples unpon which our country 

was founded. 

What is needed is a return of honest~ and open putting-heads-to 

communication -- whether on a family basis or on a group basis, or on a 

governmental basis so that once again we can have a complete American 

Life and a restoration of confidence in each other. We must reverss the 

deteriorating American family life and the breaking down of communication. 

We must open our hearts and confront the problems that beset us and put our 

minds to the thought to achieve understandings and agreements as the basis 

on which to strengthen and grow tobether. 

What is needed in givernment today is a government based on humaL 

understandings of the problems, with a high sense of truth and hesty if Ou) 

country is to survive another 100 years. Our government offficials ha e 

responsibility to discover how they can constantly improve the level of 

integrity to a point where full trust in the administrative process has 

restored. What is not needed is supermen--- or super women (joke) out to 

run the world at the cost of individual liberty. This can be done by 

being more hinest and straight with other men and women. 

When we can restore and ENmmHR±Ex±RXkNRRS±~~XX rekindle the 

to communicate openly Rnd honestly we know that we will have restored that 

our forefathers instituted that is unique in the history of manlind. 
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3 West 51st Street, New York, N. Y. 10019 Telephone: JUdson :.. ·)·454 
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Press Contact: Gayle Gary Release at will #761 
TR 6-6503 or JU 2-5454 

Mrs. John Davis Lodge, Chairman of the 55th Annual Luncheon of the Women1s 

National Republican Club, and Salute to the Bi-Centennial, to be held in the Gra.nd 

Ballroom of The Waldorf-Astoria on Caturday, March 20, 1976 at 12:30 p.m. is 

honoring our first lady. Mrs .. Gerald R. Ford, as "The Republican Woman of the 

Year •." 

Senator Barry Goldwater is the speaker for the event .and will be the recipient 

of the "Distinguished Political Service Award of 1976", also Mrs. Douglas' 

MacArthur, wife of the last General MacArthur, is designated to receive liThe 

Affectionate Honor Award for 1976." Mrs. Rudolf A. Bernatschke, president 

of the W. N. R. C., will give the welcome. 

Others participating in the program are: Licia Albanese. international opera 

star, who will sing The Star Spangled Banner; and Mrs. Jane Pickehs Langley. 

Special honored guestsinc1ude: Congressmen Benjan1in A. Gilman, Norm.::m 

A. Lent, Peter A. Peyser of New York; Helen Delich Bentley, Chairman of the 

:':'ederal Maritime Commis sion; V;'ncent F. AI bano, Jr., President and Chairman 

)f the New York Republican County Committee; Mrs. Keith S. McHugh, New York 

;":>tional Committeewoman. 

Two former Governors are among the honored guests~ John Davis Lodge, 

i::>l.'mer governor of Connecticut and Williall1 Gil Stratton. former governor of 

illinois. 

Vi-ce.'.Gb.ai;men for the event are: Mesdames John Whelchel Finger, Rosemary 

McGrath, Edward McP. Armstrong. Oliver M. Presbrey, Keith K. Woodeson, 

i'.'J..:::::win K. Hart, Theodore H. Halligan,Jean Menzel and Miss Marie Vale as 

Ch:tlTlnan of the Junior Committee. 

Presenting the awards are: Mrs. Ros emary McGrath, First Vice President of 

the \VNRC to Mrs • Gerald R. Ford; Mrs. John Davis Lodge to Senator Barry 

Goldwater; The Honorable Katharine St. George to Mrs. 

For Information call: 582-5454 

(More: State & Regional Chairman) 
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3 West 51st Street. New York. N. Y. 10019 Telsphona: JUdson 2-:;~54 
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PRESS RELEi\SE #763 

TO ALL CITY DESKS,. NATIONAL EDITORS, WOMEN'S PRESS, 

PHOTO EDITORS, DAY BOOKS 

FROM: GAYLE GARY, Public Relations 

You are cordially invited to cover the reception and luncheon 

with the Awardees and Chairman of the 55th Annual Luncheon of the 

W. N. R. C., March 20, 1976 at 11:30 a.m., 'West Foyer, The 

Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

CHAIRMAN: Mrs. John Davis Lodge 

AWARDEES: MRS. GERALD R. FORD 

U.S.SENATOR BARRY GOLDWATER 

MR~. DOUGLAS MacARTHUR 

Timetable: 

11:30 a.m. Guest of Honor Reception 
12:30 p.m. Luncheon 

1:30 p.m. Program starts, including speeches 
and presentations 

3:00 p.m. Adjo'urnment 

We wish to make every facility available to you and extend every 

courtesy possible, so please call us if you arc planning to attend ••• and 

please be prepared to show credentials. 

Gayle Gary, Publicity Chairman 
TR 6-6503 or Club: JU 2-5454 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

Dorothy Hamill, World and Olympic figure skating champion, 

will receive the Club's first "Outstanding Young American" Award. 
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PebruarJ 21, 1916 

Dear Mrs .. liart: 

I am delighted to learn that the Wo~u.s 
National P.c!publican Chili has chosen to 
honor Hrs. Ford uB your \4or~ of tl!e Year. 
Wa hoth appraciate this kind and thought.ful 
~sturo. 

Your fifty-fifth annual luncheon gives U3 
a ~elcorue opportunity to expross our 9r ati
tude to you and to your lll+3ntt-ers for your 
~y contributions to the Republican ~arty 
and to our cow-.try .. 

With best. vishes for the success of this 
fine occasion and with my wars;.eut: personal 
re9'ard~r 

Sincerely, 

urs. Merwin K.. Bart 
Chairman 
Pro~ram COmmittee . 
Tile Women' s National 

Repuollcall Club, Inc. 
3 West. 51st Stre>at 
Hew York, lJew York 10019 

GRFtc.""1:GA:r . . 

co: RTHa;en, RCBl-1orton, Gwen Anderson, 
l·:lcConnon Jim Connor, Ron Nessen, DorotllY 
Susan Po 'ter 

Caron 
Downton, 
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