
REMARKS OF 

MRS. GERALD R. FORD 

BEFORE THE 

P:\RENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATlON 

February 18, 197t 
... . 

I'M DELIGHTED YOU COULD COME TO THE WHITE HOUS~ 


AND I HOPE YOU'LL ENJOY BROWS I~JG AROUND 


THESE BEAUTIFUL ROO/v1S 


AS MUCH AS I DO__ 


Sl!.~CDot 
I\JOT LONG AGO} I WAS VISITING WITH SOME CHILDREN.a 

THEY WANTED TO KNOW 

IF I HAD SEEN ANY WHITE HOUSE GHOSTQ 
;.--.; 

Scanned from Box 1 of the Frances K. Pullen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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WELL, I HAVEN'T~ 

BUT I DO FEEL THE PRESENCE OF THE HISTORY 

THAT Ht\ S BEEN MAD EHEREo 

H l STORY REALLY 

IS JUST THE STORY OF PEOPLE, 
... . 

AND SO MANY OF THE IMPORTANT PEOPLE 

OF OUR PAST 

HAVE LI VED ..2B-VISITED HER~ 

- 3 

I HOPE YOU HAVE THAT FEEL! NG TOO, 


BECAUSE THIS HOUSE BELONGS 


TO YOU AND ALL OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE~ 


ifF":-" "':';i
,~.:":j ..: 

'\ ./ 
""'~~,,-,..-_/ 
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I DO~~IT KNOW MANY OF YOU PERSONALLY, 

BUT I FEEL LI KE I DO~ 

MAYBE IT'S BECAUSE 

WE SHARE A LOVE OF CHILDREN, . 

AND A CONCERN ABOUT THEI R EDUCATION6 

- 5 

lIVE MET SO MANY PARENTS 

!\j J~il\1 f\!:A"IV VEf~Q, j!\jl True OTI\. 
, I..! " j i I. II 1.1 \1 J 1 _( ~ I \ .... ) I . j L i I f ~'S 

AT ONE POINT, 


I BELONGED TO THREE SEPARATE PTAs" 


AND I KNEW MANY DEDICATED PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


WORKI NG TO MAKE THEI R SCHOOLS 


GOOD AND HAPPY LEARNING PLACES FOR CHILDREN... 
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lIVE KNCVVN MANY SCHOOL PRINCl PALS AND TEACHERS 

VvHO BELIEVED THAT PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

WAS THE SECRET TO A GOOD SCHOOLt9 

THE PTA GIVES PARENTS A WAY 
.. . 

TO VO) CE THE) R I NlEREST 


IN THEIR CHILDIS SCHOOL. 
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I FEEL W. STRONGLY 

AS WELL AS THE SCHOOLo 

I BECAME INVOLVED WITH THE PTA) N 1958 

WHEN IVII KE WAS IN THE FI RST GRADE 

AND CONTINUED UNT) L SUSAN GRADUATED LAST YEAR.,: 
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DU RING THOSE YEARS, 


I FOUND THE PTA INVALUA BLE TO ME AS A MOTHER, 


BECAUSE IT GAVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY 


TJ MEET AND V\lORK WITH 


THE MOTHERS OF THE CHILDREN ~~ 

t....u-tM- a;c.t;u·d...,,·, .. 'tv; 

rvr{ CHI LOREN WERE Gfllt i !C':7W SCHOO~ Ve:Et. 

- 9 

ON LEGISLATIVE PROBLEMS THAT DEALT WITH SCHOOLS,A~ t;JuI2Al, '0'0. 

Ih. f2,.o,,-, <l!. "- t1A.. e-s~h 00 t 
AND HEIRRANGED E~ t TRI PS ~o Ift!.. --t~<G st-u c\ ~ \r<ts 

TO THE CAPITOL ANNUALLY* 
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WE BOTH BENEFITED FROM THE PTA, 

BECAUSE WE BEll EVE 

YOU DON'T JUST SEND CHILDREN OFF TO SCHOOL, 

YOU HAVE TO GO WITH THEM 

AND SHARE THE' RWORL~ .. 

- "

WE ARE A FAM I LY THAT GETS INVO LVED 


IN EACH OTHER'S ACTIVITIES", 


AND WHEN THE CHILDREN WERE IN SCHOOL, 


THE PTA HELPED US SHARE 


THEI R SC HOOL EXPERIENCES", 
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MY CH I LD REN'S FR IENDS 

CAME FROM EVERY RACIAL, RELIGIOUS, AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND, 

AND BY BEl NG ACT IVE I N BOOK FA 1RS) b A KcZ ~ F\ les.J 

Ar~D AS ROOM MOTHER, 

I GOT TO KNOW THEl R FRIENDS" 

THIS WAS SO IMPORTANT TO ME~ 

- 13 

WITH MY CHILDREN AND IN TEACHING DANCE, 

CAr~ BE • EXC ITI NG, 

BUT THE ATMOSPHERE 

HAS TO BE _ RIGHT~ 

TO ME, THIS I S WHAT THE PTA IS ALL ABOUT---

/)~i>. ", "" 
Pf~OVIDING THAT ATMOSPHERE. r~--; 

~ : ~I 
:'(:.i 
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EVEN THOUGH MY HUS BAND AND I 


HAVE OFFICIALLY RETIRED FROM THE PTA, 


WE ARE ST I LL VERY CONCERNED 


ABOUT GOOD SCHOOLS. 


OUR NATION'S FUTURE 


DEPENDS UPON A SOUND EDUCATION
, 

FOR OUR CHI LOREN. 
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WE COMMEND YOU RWORK 

AND THROUGH THEM OUR CHI LDREN. 

AND WE SHARE YOUR CONCERN 

ABOUT SEEI NG THAT OUR SCHOOLS 

/'~~~:~ ".ARE GOOD, SAFE PLACES 
." 

";,'>'
'.. 

FOR OUR CHILDREN TO LEARN AND GROW. 

T-h", r-.. k U "-I f I J 0 .0 t.tEND \ 
~ , ~ \ ~ - v" yo. ..... \ '(V\ LJ (!.. "'"' - 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 17, 1976 

MRS. FORD: 

Event: Reception for the-Participants of the National Congress of 
PTA National Legislative Conference 

Date /Time: February 18, 1976 3: 30 p. m. 

Place: State Floor 

Number of 
Attendees: Approximately 180 guests 

Principals: Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 

Carol Kimmel, Pre sident, National PTA 
Grace Baisinger, First Vice President, National PTA 
Madelyn Wills, National Secretary, National PTA 
Jean Dye, Legislative Coordinator for the National PTA 
Ann Kahn, Chairman of Legislative Service Committee, 

National PTA 

Schedule of 
Events: 3: 30 p. m. Your guests will arrive by bus through the 

Southeast Gate and will' enter the White 
House through the Diplomatic Reception 
Room. They will be escorted to the East 
Room. 

3:40 p. m. After your guests have arrived, Maria Downs 
will escort you to the Grand Hall via elevator 
where you will meet the principals, Carol 
Kimmel, Grace Baisinger, Madelyn Wills, 
Jean Dye and Ann Kahn. You will pause for 
a photograph with them. 

.... 
. , 

You will then proceed with the principals into 
the Eas t Room to the small platform which 
will be located along the center of the east 
wall. You will make brief welcoming remarks. 
At the conclusion of your remarks, Mrs. 

Kimmel will present on behalf of the National 



-2- Reception for the Participants of 
the National Congress of PTA 
National Legislative Conference 

Congre s s of PTA 	an Honorary National Life 
Membership in the PTA to you. 

NOTE: The presentation will include a 
fraxned certificate and the National PTA 
Life Membership Pin. 

You will express 	appreciation for the Honorary 
_ National Life Membership in the PTA and then 

invite your guests to have refreshments in the 
State Dining Room. 

NOTE: Coffee, tea, tea sandwiches and 
pastries will be served. 

You will receive your gue sts from a position 
just outside the main entrance to the State 
Dining Room. 

4:00 	p. m. You will bid farewell to your guests and 
return to the Family Quarters. 

NOTES: 	 A Military String Ensemble will be positioned 
in the Grand Hall. 

Social Aides will be present. 

There will be full 	press coverage. 

A White House photographer will be present. 

Background information is attached. 

Guest list is attached. 

Pat Howard 
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MRS. FORD-PTA ~~ 
WASHINGTON CAP) -- BETTY FORD, WHO ONCE BELONGED TO ~ 


PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS AT THE SAME TIME, ACCEPTED A LIFE-TIME 

MEMBERSHIP TODAY IN THE NATIONWIDE CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS. 


ADDRESSING ABOUT 180 MEN AND WOMEN ATTENDING A PTA LEGISLATIVE 
CONFERENCE HERE, SHE SAID OF PRESIDENT FORD AND HERSELF: 

"WE BOTH BENEFITED FROM THE PTA, BECAUSE WE BELIEVE YOU DON'T JUST 
SEND CHILDREN OFF TO SCHOOL, YOU HAVE TO GO WITH· THEM AND SHARE THEIR 
WORLD. 

"WE ARE A FAMILY THAT GETS INVOLVED IN EACH OTHER'S ACTIVITIES, AND 
WHEN THE CHILDREN WERE IN SCHOOL, THE PTA HELPED US SHARE THEIR 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES." THE FORDS HAVE FOUR CHILDREN. 

02-18-16 16:51EST 

• 4· 

: 

." '. 



Welcoming Remarks---Legis!ation Conference, National 

Parent-Teachers Association 

I am delighted to welcome you to the White House, 

and I'm sure you'll enjoy" 24. just browsing around 

~ ~ 
and looking at ~ beautiful ~8~&~ close up. This place 

1EZL t's is just fascinating, because all of the living 

that has gone on in these • walls give it ~- such a special 

character. The more I live here, the more I ~ understand 

how the White House truly belongs to the American people, 

because so much of our history is vtEklliiiiililllli..II!lU;.X wrapped 

up with this lovely old house. 

Although I really don't know very many of you personally, 

I feel like I do, 
~ 

because %Aas "
k I meet so many hard-working 

""dedicated~ parents just like you when my four children were 

growing up. I've always believed the strength of an individual 

school depends aft upon the cooperation between parents and teachers. -

Our ~ organization, and I can say that as someone who was mtonce 

a member of three different PTAs at once, is a very effective ~"','~> " 

,[ . 
l .~. 

instrument for communication and cooperation. 

I understand you are here as participants in the National·"".'_'< 

Legislation Conference, and there are many areas where National 

concern is very appropriate and very needed. But so often I think 



PTA/page Two 

the real secret of the PTA is what it does on the local level 

to foster a feeling of caring and involvement on the part of 
~any 

schools. I've known H1eA~ school principals and teachers 

*k3XBHXXHXHxxkaxxXkHXRHEgHRRxaXxaXRgk3~G;ho felt that parent 

involvement was the key to producing happy and learning students. 

Because the PTA proviqes a vehicle for this involvement, 

it is very important to the success of our schools. There are 

some ~ problems in our schools in many places now that require 

a great deal of parental concern, and ik:EaaS.j~H your agenda 

for this conference shows you are aware of these problems. 

Although my children have graduated, as a citizen I share 

your ~concern about the quality of education, safety in our 
~ .. 

schools and kmlll.lllEiapsllnase what children need to know to survive 

in a changing world. 

Few institutions have has much impact on America's future 

as our schools, and I commend your interest in schools as a 

very important way to contribute to tomorrow. 

As a parent and one who has taught children dance, I am 

especially glad to have you here today. 

AWARD OF HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 

(Response) 

There are times when because of this very unusual job I 



have now I get recognition or an honor that really just 

falls to the person who happens to be married to the 

President---but you will understand when I say that 

I truly think I have earned a lifetime membership in 

the PTA. i! Somewhere between aR~HX the ~ forth 

room mother Valentine ~ party and the three sets of 

is where I would say I can accept this 

very nice honor with a great deal of confidence. Thank 

"" you so much. I h ope ....... .¥&iii22Jt4&XH you'll stay for some 

refreshments in the State Room---no Kool Aid but some 

cookies. 

-30

,' ....... 

l' , 
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Welcoming Remarks---National Legislation Conference, Congress 

of Parents and Teachers 

I'm delighted you could come to the White House, and 

I hope you'll enjoy browsing around these beautiful rooms 

as much as I do. Not long ago, I was visiting with some 

children. They wanted to know if I had seen any White House 

ghost. Well, I haven't, but I do feel the presence of the 

history that has been made here. History really is just the 

story of people, and so many of the important people of our 

past have lived or visited here. I hope you have that feeling 

too, because this house belongs to you and all of the American 

people. 

I don't know many of you personally, but I feel like ¥ I do. 

Maybe it's because we share a E8mmaR~ love of children and 

a concern about their education. I've mee met so many mothers 

and fathers like you in my many years in the PTA. At one point, 

I belonged to three separate PTAs, and I knew many dedicated 

parents and teachers working to make their schools good and 

happy learning places for children. 

I've known many school principals and teachers who believed 

that parent involvement was the secret to a good school. The PTA 

gives parents a place to voice their interest and concern abo~~-~i;--~~, 
{r;~ 

't"their Ek±xaxKRXSXXSEH88X child's school. 
';} 
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Schools are more than places where our children learn 

to read and write, they are also where they make their friends 

and form many of their values. Our family believes very 

strongly in talking to each other and being involved in 

each other's activities. When our children were growing up, 

we naturally wanted to know about their SEH33XR¥ teachers and 

their friends, and I found the PTA was helpful to us as parents 

and important to our children. 

You can't just send children off to school. You have to 

go with them and share their XHX world. Learning can be so 

exciting. I've seen this in working with dance students. But 

unless the atmosphere is right, school can~ be unpleasant. 

Few institutions are as important to our Nation's future as 

our schools. I share your concern about some of the problems 

in our schools, because we all want a good education for our 

children in a safe place. Even though xxxex3HX~x~R my children 

have graduated, I~~Jt~intere~n ~ schools~~~. 
I commend your involvement and urge your EB~R continued 

interest in strengthening our schools and through them our individual 


communities. 


Award of honorary Lifetime Membership " \.' .. 

Response 

There are times when because of this very unusual 



r 6e.e1. VeJl.y .6tJUmgly that the. PTA -iA a VeJl.y -impoJLta.nt 


oJtgarvLza.tion not only to the. .6c..hool but the. c..hUdlte.n M we.U. 


r have. le.a.JtY/.e.d th-iA w..Uh 60M c..hUdlte.n -in .6c..hool and be1.ong-ing 


to the. PTA 60Jt ye.a.Jt.6()and pa.Jttic..-<-pa.ting by atte.nding me.eting.6 and 


Jte.c..uv-ing the. be.ne.Mt 06 the. d-iAc..UM-iOYl..6 06 the. pJtoblem.6 that c..ome. 


be.60Jte. the. .6c..hool M we.U M bung ac..:t,[ve. -in book 6a1Ju:" he1.ping out 


M Jtoom motheJl.. 


My hU.6band had 06te.n .6poke.n at PTA me.eting.6 on le.g-iAla.tive. 


pJtoblem.6 that de.a.lt w..Uh the. .6c..hool, .60 we. both have. ~ay.6 be.e.n 


ac..:t,[ve. pa.Jttic..-<-pant.6 -in PTA. ~ 


r 60und the. PTA -inva.lua.ble. to me. M a motheJl. -in g-iv-ing me. the. 


oppoJttunity to me.et and woJtk w..Uh the. mothe.Jt.6 06 the. c..hUdlte.n my 


c..hUdlte.n WeJl.e. atte.nding .6c..hooL w..Uh. Th-iA Wa..6 an oppoJttun.ily that 


r peJr.ha.p.6 would not have. had -i6 U WeJl.e. not 60Jt the. PTA. My 


c..hUdlte.n'.6 6Jt-ie.nci6 c..a.me. 6Jtom e.veJl.Y Mc..e., Jtrug-ion, and ethrvLc.. bac..kgJtound. 


(L) Se.c..a.me. -involve.d -in PTA -in 1958 whe.n M-ike. WM -in 6-iJt.6t gMde. and 

c..ontinue.d until SU.6an gMductte.d -in 1975. 

l1J WUh my hU.6band -in CongJte..6.6 we. WeJl.e. able. to a.JtJta.nge. e.duc..a.tion.a.l 

tJt-ip.6 to the. Cap-itol annua.ily. 

;,<~~'~~'f(;:~~> " 
I:"';: 

V", 
" / 

....~~ 

http:6-iJt.6t
http:Se.c..a.me
http:be.ne.Mt
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WELCOMING REMARKS 


NATIONAL LEGISLATION CONFERENCE, CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS 

11m delighted you could corne to the White House, and I hope 

you'll enjoy browsing around these beautiful rooms as much as 

Not long ago, I was visiting with some children. They wanted~~ do. 

~ to know if I had seen any White House ghost. Well, I haven't, 

but I do feel the presence of the history that has been made 

here. History really is just the story of people, and so many of 

the important people of our past have lived or visited here. 

hope you have that feeling too, because this house belongs to you 

and all of the American people. 

I 	 don't know many of you personally, but I feel like I do. 

it's because we share a love of children and a concern about~MaYbe 
their education. lIve met so many parents in my many years in the 

PTA. At one point, I belonged to three separate PTAs, and I knew 

many dedicated parents and teachers working to make their schools 

good and happy learning places for children. 

~Qa'& "aLcnt !:heslUSRlSRW: Hili" thQ i"QCrQt to a 9'Ood schoo'. 'fail P'i11I 

gjP88 "ellfeR'&8 a plAQQ tQ UQa.Q8 i!'Ae!:!I!' !:nl:!:e!l!'e8W: aud concern abQ!Jt 

the1r bIlla s scheel 

.:.;-: 
{;',J 
\~ 

\. 
\,

"-"'-.. 

I 
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Schools are more than places where our children learn to read 

and write, they are also where they make their friends and form 

many of their values. Our family believes very strongly in talking 

to each other and being involved in each other's activities. When 

our children were growing u~, we naturally wanted to know about 

their teachers and their friends, and I found the PTA was helpful 

to us as parents and important to our children. 

You can't just send children off to school. You have to go 

with them and share their world. Learning can be so exciting. I've 

seen this in working with dance students. But unless the atmosphere 

is right, school can also be unpleasant. 

Few institutions are as important to our Nation's future as 

our schools. I share your concern about some of the problems in 

our schools, because we all want a good education for our 

children in a safe place. Even though my children have graduated, 

I am very interested in schools and children. 

I commend your involvement and your continued interest in 

strengthening our schools and through them our children. 

END 
OF OPENING REMARKS 
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AWARD OF HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 


RESPONSE 


There are times when because of this very unusual job I 

have now I get reoognition or an honor that really just falls to 

the person who happens to be married to the President--but you 

will understand when I say that I truly think I have earned a 

lifetime membership in the PTA. Somewhere between the forth 

room mother's Valentine party and the three sets of carpools is 

where I would say I can accept this very nice honor with a great 

deal of confidence. Thank you so much. I hope you'll stay for 

some refreshments in the State Room--no Kool Aid but some cookies. 

END 



WELCOMING REMARKS 


NATIONAL LEGISLATION CONFERENCE, CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS 

I'm delighted you could come' ~o the White House, and I hope 

you'll enjoy browsing around these beautiful rooms as much as I 

do. Not long ago, I was visi~ing with some children. They wanted 
,,. 

to ~know if I had s~en any White House ghost. Well, I haven It, 

but I do feel the presence of the history that has been made 

here. History really is just the story of people, and so many of 

the important people of our past have lived or visited here. I 

hope you have that feeling too, because this house belongs to you 

. -' j. • 

and all of the Amer1can people. 

I don't know many of you personally, but I' feel like I do. 

Maybe it's because we share a love of children and a concern about 

their education. live met so many parents in my many years in the 

P~. At one point, I belonged to three separate P~s, and I knew 

many dedicated parents and teachers working to make. their schools 

.good and happy learning places for . "children. . .' ~. 
:..;.. 

live known many school principals and teachers who believed 

that parent involvement was the secret to a good school. The.PTA 
•

,J.N
gives parents a~ to voice their interest .R~ BBRBe_n ~boat 

their child's school. 

'." ...",,'...... ,.. - . ~ 
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I feel veryx strongly the PTA is very important 


to the children as KHBX well as the school. I became 


involved with the PTA in 1958 when Mike was HX in the 


xXx first grade and continued until Susan graduated 


last year. During those years, I found the PTA invaluable 


to me as a mother, because it gave me the opportunity to 


meet and work with the mothers of the children my children 


were going to school with. 


My husband a~ often spoke at the PTA on legislative 

problems that dealt with schools, and he arranged educational 

trips to the Capitol annually. We both benefited from the 

PTA, because we believe you don't just send children off to 

school, you have to go with them and share their world. 

We are a family that gets involved in a each other's ac~ities, 

and when the children were in school, the PTA helped us share 

their school experiences. 

My children's friends came from every race, religious" and 

ethnic background, and Be by being active in book fairs and 

as room ,mother, I got to know their friends. This was so 

important to me. 

With my children and in teaching dance, I found learning 

can be so exciting, but the atmosphere' has to be just right. 

To me, this is what the PTA is all about---providing that 



atmosphere. 

Even though my husband and I have officially retired, 

we are still very concerned about good schools. Our" Nation's 

future really depends upon a sound education for our children. 

We commend your work in strengthening our schools and through 

them our children, and. we share your concern about seeing~ 

our schools are good, safe places for children to learn and 

grow. 

The End 
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WELCOMING REMARKS 


NATIONAL LEGISLATION CONFERENCE, CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS 

I'm delighted you could come to the White House, and I hope' 

you'll enjoy browsing around these beautiful rooms as much as I 

do. Not long ago, I was visi~ing with some children. They wanted 
... 

to'know if I had seen any White House ghost. Well, I haven't, 

but I do feel the presence of the history that has been made 

here. History really is just the story 6f people, and so many of 

the important people of our past have lived or visited here. I 

hope you have that feeling too, because this house belongs to you 

~ i" 

and all of the American people. 

I don't know many of you personally, but I' feel like I do. 

Maybe it's because we share a love of children and a concern about 

their education. I've met so many parents in my many years in the 

PTA. At one point, I belonged to three separate PTAs, and I knew 

many dedicated parents and teachers working to make their schools 

good and happy learning places for children. " +:: i' .... 

eo 
I've known many school principals and teachers who believed 

that parent involvement was the secret to a good school. ThePTA 
• 
~ gives parents a~ to voice their interest aR~ .8A8e~n a.zouL 

their child's school. 
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I feel veryx strongly the PTA is very important 


to the children as HReX well as the school. I became 


involved with the PTA in 1958 when Mike was xx in the 


£Xx first grade and continued until Susan graduated 


last year. During those years, I found the PTA invaluable 


to me as a mother, because it gave me the opportunity to 


meet and work with the mothers of the children my children 


were going to school with. 


My husband 1!lI~ often spoke at the PTA on legislative 


problems that dealt with schools, and he arranged educational 


trips to the Capitol annually. We both benefited from the 


PTA, because we believe you don't just send child~en off to 


school, you have to go with them and share their world. 


We are a family that gets involved in a each other's ac~ities, 

and when the children were in school, the PTA helped us share 

their school experiences. 

My children's friends carne from every race, religious and 

ethnic background, and Be by being active in book fairs and 

as room mother, I got to know their friends. This was so 

important to me. 

With my children and in teaching dance, I found learning 

...,., ".-. ;~',can be so exciting, but the atmosphere has to be just right./:,-\' \ '/'->.
/,::/' .. 

To me, this is what the PTA is all about---providing that \~~ .. 
,>~-~,~/ 



atmosphere. 

Even though my husband and I have officially retired, 

we are still very concerned about good schools. Our Nation's 

future really depends upon a sound education for our children. 

We commend your work in strengthening our schools and through 

them our children, and. we share your concern about seeing ~ 
'" 

our schools are good, safe places for children to learn and 

grow. 

The End 

.:. 




