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Sdanned from Box 1 of the Frances K. RullenFi]es at the Gerald R. Ford. Presidential l)_[b'r‘ary‘ .

Fa.rml};r 'Orie;ﬁ;ed 'Respons"e‘

‘ ‘hus‘bands and families are their s

- has expanded. '_ ; | - o 'f;v.

|

- 'All of us sometinies find changes difficulf to acwcept,‘

and I believe this is the reason many Americans are afraid_ of the

passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. SRR .

Many women, and I am among them, believe their

camdx most important -

‘responsibility. ERA will ﬁot force women to abandon this

responsibility, but it will help pm — B end d‘iscrirnina;tion )
that harri;'s ‘both men and women.

Millions of American women eij_:hef byﬂ choice or

necessity & work outside thehm’he These women are often

stuck iﬁ_ low-paying jbbs with limited oﬁiﬁortunities fer

advancement,

~

1 suppori_:ﬁ ERA, bvecafuse‘ it will helpknock d'own restrictidnls‘,"_

which have locked women ] x out of full part1c1pat10n

~in our soc1etv NiE O G e ,mmﬂwx

@(MMKWAB b:m:i:uxﬂamax barners against freedom for

Amencans because of race or _reh‘glon ha.ve fall_en,‘ the freedom of all "




Page Two

I wa.nt for my clnldren a.nd yaurs the opportu;mty to ‘

use the1r talenta to the fullest. I.f one af my sons and my daughter

chose the same career, I wrastt-

pursue that ch.o1cedQMd' W

have an equal chance to

FEX

When the questmn comes down‘to the personal level

of h?'w we want tmd oura:elves or our famihes -

7 treated 1t becomes easier to see what fair and equal chozces weuld

really‘meanmour=ﬁvest.'i S EPU

-1 want an Amer:ca where we: ve: up to aﬁr idealc of

r‘!:he pursuit of happiness.

each citizen rlght to hfe, libe'i;

ERA will move us & eloaer to mak:ng it !:ight a real:.tv
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I hope this year the debate over the Equal nghts :
Amendment will not. be clouded by emotlonahsm a.nd fear. o B

Some opponents of ERA have played on the £ears
of men and women ahke that the Amendment would suddenly -
destroy our baem fan‘uly stru‘cture. afnd,alter‘_- exlstu:g ;q:o_.g.ral; )
customs and mo.res. o ‘ s _ /

| I suppose such fears' a.re\ natural Ma.ny Amendmenta,

- including women's auffrage, were opposed on: grounds they would

i .d_evastahn_g ch_anges-;, But none has.

b .

| ERAwall n‘ot"foroe women,'awajt-iifrom their ’families; 7
send women into- combat or force common pubhc bathrooms. :
It will not strike: down protectwe laws " but probably result in thelr
| extension to ‘mk be e.qurta.ble to both aexes. Laws on alunony and

. child support wﬁl “’be altered not to the deterunent of women,

.~ but to be more Mx hurnane and. farr to all people involved. ‘

ERA will help open more doors for onnen and ‘H g‘tve

: °°°nom1c and 1ega1 dmcri.mination. S

: Such changes @ be benefmml to a]Je :

K have seen rac1al a.nd rehgious dmcrimmatmn gt

a Constitutlonal veh1c1e to

_for a11 ohs has resulted
B We must not be airaid of hurnane and rea.hshc changea i.n

our Society\ I beli

ng the ‘talents(:offnlo re peoap&e. & .



Americ# has, been unique in its faith in fr ée d‘;',"mifo;' the

R individual, and that fé.it\lrx must be reéffirmed bVextending t;hat’fr‘ée“dgm:_ o

to individuals who are women.

"30;‘:, T SRS




NEEDS TO GO OUT TODAY/EVENT IS SUNDAY

Telegram/ Women Law Students Association
The University of Michigan Law School

I wish I could join your =eXm celebration of Susan
B. Anthony's birthday,.because she is a special favorite
of mine.

The spirit of the woman who worked so lohg and hard
to secure the vote for women shﬂn;;xbn an inspiratioﬁ to
those 6f us committed to the Equal Rights Amendment.

I hope soon Mxxxknkhunykxxmam&xyxix the passage of
ERA will become another milestone in the effort to secure
equal rights,inﬂxxnxgxxxihiiikinxxﬁaxkax BH® equal responsibilities
and equal choices for American women.

I join your salute to Susan B. Amm Anthony, who gave
her best in that xﬂnin'continuing effort, and km I send my

warm wishes to those of you in the Women Law Students Association,

who are using the opportunities her work hélped open up.

Sincerely,



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

- February 1976

I support the Equal Rights Amendment because I feel that barriers to
one person's freedoms in this country are impediments for all.

As @EEE;;H e to race, color or religion have fallen, freedom for all has
expanded. [And likewise, as women begin to be granted full opportupities
to participate, our country's full potential can begin to be fEItﬂj

I see the ERA as a beginning. I see it as a base on which to build. I
can't pretend it will be the overnight end to discrimination. But it will
be part of the evolution of more equal treatment for women. Progress in
the recognition of women as a force in our society needs legal roots, and
the ERA will provide them )

I see the ERA ag leg that s as important to the housewife as to
the career womawomen, my husband and children are my first
priority,ﬁthough recognize, that's not true for everyone. But my
specific 1 estyle or yours is not the issue; the issue is having the

option to decide. The ERA does not ask us to ch.ange ourn prnionities. 1t
gives us the greedom to choose them.

This is the year to unite against the scare tactics which cloud the issues
and threaten to block our chance for real equality in this country.

We've been given the right of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Let's make those rights a reality. And let's do it as a most approprlate
gelebration of liberty in our Country's 200th year.
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